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 Father Vic+ 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:   
 November 6-7, 2021 
 
 

Last October 26th, Governor John Bel Edwards lifted 
the mask mandate in our State. Bishop Shelton Fabre 
followed suit in the evening of that same day. On    
behalf of many – thank y’all for your patient endur-
ance and cooperation! Let’s continue praying that this 
pandemic will end soon as well.  
 
Many thanks to all who joined us last Sunday          
afternoon, October 31st at 2 pm for  the Blessing the 
Tombs at St. Joseph Diocesan Cemetery. Many 
thanks to all the members of our Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas (CDA’s) for always providing the 
“women-power” help we need in leading prayers and 
supporting our activities.    
 
Last Tuesday, November 2nd at the 5:30 pm Mass, we 
held our Annual Memorial Mass for ALL WHO DIED 
this year. At this Memorial Mass, we will again deco-
rate our Wreath of Life with the names of those who 
have died this year (Yellow Ribbons), to be surround-
ed by the names of all our dearly departed who passed 
on earlier (White Ribbons). If you would like to add 
the names of your family members and friends who 
died in our Memorial Wreath, please feel free to use 
the white ribbons found near the wreath to write their 
names. The Memorial Wreath will remain in front of 
the Altar of the Blessed Virgin Mary until the week 
before the 1st Sunday of Advent (Nov. 27-28). We will 
remember the names in the Memorial Wreath at all our 
masses during this month of remembrance. 
 
Please pray, pray for the souls of our dearly departed 
always. In a special way, pray for those who have no 
one to pray for them and all the poor souls in purgato-
ry. When you visit the cemetery and pass-by some 
very old and/or neglected tomb, please stop, pause for 
a moment and say the Prayer for the Repose of a Soul: 
 

“Eternal Father, I offer you the most precious 
Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, in un-
ion with all the masses celebrated throughout the 
world for the intention/s of (name/s). So that in 
the one sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ, their 
sins will be forgiven and they will receive the 
rewards of eternal life. Eternal rest grant unto 
them, O Lord, and let your perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace. May their 
soul and the souls of all the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen”     

 
In the readings this weekend, both the 1st reading from 
the 1st Book of Kings to the Gospel of Mark          

mentioned “a widow” as their main character. As part 
of the “anawim” (Heb., “poor ones”), the widows in 
the stories portray the fidelity to the Lord of those who 
don’t have much. The poverty of these widows did not 
stop them from being generous to a prophet (Elijah) 
and to the temple (widow’s mite). Their generosity is 
not expressed only in “giving the little they have,” but 
also in the manner they gave. Some people can be  
generous but at the same time they expect so much 
recognition and eternal appreciation. These two     
widows gave without expectation and appreciation; 
they just gave because that’s who they are! 
 
For Jesus, the genuine “act of giving” should come not 
from the coffers of our wealth (pockets, wallets, 
checkbooks, etc.), but from the richness of our hearts 
where it finds its meaning and purpose. Jesus often use 
the examples of the Pharisees and Scribes to show  
examples of bad giving. He cautioned His disciples 
(and us), to be aware of these examples and to avoid 
them at all cost, lest we receive “very severe condem-
nation.” (Mark’s gospel) 
 
“Genuine giving,” according to Jesus, is an extension 
and projection of what we have within. Moved by faith 
and true love of God, people give not because they 
have to, but because their love of God and faith moves 
them so. These genuine givers are simply doing exact-
ly who they already are! In pointing out the action of 
the widow in the gospel, Jesus told the disciples that 
He already saw what’s in the heart of the widow even 
before He saw what she dropped in the treasury of the 
temple.  
“Genuine giving” for Jesus involves all aspects of our 
lives. It includes the giving of our lives, our time, our 
gifts, our talents, our compassion, our help, our care, 
our concern, our beliefs, our convictions, our kindness, 
our treasure. Unless our hearts and minds are in synch 
with what we are giving or doing, then they have no 
purpose and meaning. This is the lesson about genuine 
giving that Jesus wants all His disciples to learn. As 
disciples of Jesus, this is also the lesson He wants us to 
follow in life. And remember: if you give from the 
core of your faith and the greatness of your love for 
God and His people – you will not be far from the 
Kingdom of God! 



 

 

Blake LaRose & Olivia Robichaux (3) 
Simon Braud & Emily Duplantis (3) 

Joshua Foret & Kelly Bruce (2) 
Scotty Bouzigard & Emily Gros (2)  

Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU 
than to remember them the next time you go shopping. 

Thank you for your generosity !  

October 23rd/ 24th, 2021 

 
 
 
 

Weekly Envelopes          $      8,075.00 
Weekly Loose           1,709.00 
Weekly ACH                    345.00 
                    $    10,129.00 

World Mission Sunday  $2,649.50 

ADULT  & YOUTH ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 
“One of the blessings we were fortunate to have during the 
hiatus in our normal worship experience here at the            
Co-Cathedral are the presence of our few ADULT SERVERS 
who stepped in to serve the altar of the Lord during Mass in 
the absence of our youth servers. Because of the pandemic 
restrictions, the youth servers were not allowed to serve at 
Mass. Fr. Rholly will start organizing and training our youth 
servers soon, recruiting them from our own St. Joseph     
Elementary School and Youth Formation Program. We are 
also in need of Adult Servers (men and women) who will 
be specially trained to assist the priests (and occasionally the 
Bishop) at Mass especially for weddings, funerals and      
special events. Please consider being an Altar Servers 
(Youth and Adult)! If you (or your child) feel inspired by the 
Spirit to take on this special ministry, please call our church 
office soon and leave your name and contact information.” 

Please remember 
 

Brenton Naquin, Vivian Ducos 
 Nicholas Hill &  

Mary Boudreaux  
 

Who passed on into the Kingdom  of 
our  Father recently. Please pray also that their families 
may find comfort and  consolation through their faith. 

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK ... 
In our Strategic Planning Process, parishioners said they would like to have parish missions,         
especially during Lent. We would really like to have a mission here during Lent, but getting a good 
speaker can be quite costly. We want to be good stewards of the funds you so generously provide. 
So we ask that you please indicate to us whether you would like to have a mission and whether you 
plan to attend if we do have one.  
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
I think a parish mission during Lent is a great idea   ________ YES  _________ NO 
I plan to attend a parish mission during Lent  _______ YES _______ NO 
 
Return this form to us by mail, drop off at the Life Center Church Office, drop box, collection bas-
ket  or send the information in an email to pfolse@htdiocese.org.  

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 
St. Joseph Life Center 

 

This Little Light, an Advent Bible Study 
will be held from 10:30 to noon on the 
Wednesdays of Advent, December 1, 8, 15 
and 22. Please let us know if you will be  
attending by registering so that we will have 
your materials prepared in advance. For 
more information and to register, call Pam at 
446-1387 ext. 215 

Registration deadline is                             
Tuesday, November 23rd 


