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PASTOR’S THOUGHTS: 
November 20-21, 2021 

#iGiveCatholic – November Fundraising for Churches 
in need in our diocese was recently launched. To all who 
have supported this fundraising – Thank you! Donations 
are still being accepted. Please call the church office for 
more information or visit our website or Facebook 
accounts. Proceeds from #iGiveCatholic will go to the 
repairs of damages at our Co-Cathedral Church inflicted 
by Hurricane Ida. 

 
Briefly, the damages we have to repair are: 

Damage to walkway roof and gutters 
Damage to the Rectory roof ventilation and sidings 
Damages to the Co-Cathedral copper roofs below 

both sides of the steeples 
Damage to Copper Ventilation Louvers above both 

steeples of the Co-Cathedral 
Damage to clay tiles on the roof of the Co-Cathedral 
Damage to the Life Teen House 
Damage to the Accessory (Storage) Building 
Damage to Rectory and Life Center Carports 

 

This coming week of November 22-26th is the last week 
we will have our Memorial Wreath inside the church 
before the Season of Advent begins. Many thanks to all 
of you who have remembered and prayed for all our 
deceased brothers and sisters. It means a lot to them and 
to the Church that the souls of the faithful departed are 
remembered in our prayers and celebrations. Please 
continue praying for the souls of all the faithful departed 
regardless of the season. 

 

This Sunday, November 21st at 2 pm, the Filipino- 
American communities of New Orleans and Houma- 
Thibodaux will gather at our Co-Cathedral Church to 
celebrate with Bishop Shelton Fabre the (1) Feast of the 
Filipino  St.  Lawrence  Ruiz  and  St.  Peter  Calungsod, 
(2) the 500-year Anniversary of the Christianization of 
the Philippines, and (3) the almost concluded Year of St. 
Joseph. This event is open to the public! For those who 
are not aware, the Filipinos have been in Louisiana for 
over 200 years when the early settlers arrived at the same 
time as the peuple Acadien in the 1700’s. According to 
historical records found in the archives of Baton Rouge, 
the early Filipinos arrived in Louisiane during the Span- 
ish administration of this French colony (1762 to 1801). 
The Philippines at that time was also a colony of Spain 
(1564 to 1898). How exactly the early Filipinos arrived 
in Louisiana is still being debated. The Filipinos settled 
in Plaquemines Parish along the Barataria Bay establish- 
ing a thriving community of shrimpers and fishermen. 
Accomplished seafarers, the early Filipinos conquered 
the tempestuous Gulf of Mexico, the insect-infested 
marshlands, and the devastations of hurricanes. They 
formed a community referred to as “Manila Ville” and 

was even featured in Harper’s Bazaar (popular monthly 
American magazine started in 1867) in  the  early 
1920’s. Descendants of those Filipino settlers are still in 
that area and all have contributed in the building up of 
their community and beyond. We have been a part of the 
history of our beloved adopted land that in 2004, our 
local diocese contributed one of our priests (Father Oscar 
Solis) to be one of the 1st Asian Bishops of the Church in 
America that includes Father Dominic Luong (deceased) 
of New Orleans and Father Ignatius Wang (retired) of 
San Francisco. 

 
This weekend we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus, the King of the Universe. This great solemnity 
ends the Ordinary Time in the liturgical calendar of our 
Church and ushering us to the Holy Season of Advent. 
Interestingly, the Ordinary Time ends with the proclama- 
tion of Jesus as the “King of the Universe” and imme- 
diately thereafter, we begin preparing for the arrival of 
the Messiah who will be born in a manger located in the 
“house of bread” (beth-le-heim), surrounded by animals 
and visited by shepherds and foreigners from the East. 
What contrasting images we are going to dwell upon! To 
start with, Jesus will show us in the Gospel of John how 
to behave in the face of challenges and conflicts, trials 
and tribulations – behave like a true royalty! 

 
One of the famous British slogans that we all have seen 
is “Be calm” printed over their union jack with a crown 
on top of it. This is a play on the “stiff upper lip” that 
British monarchy is known for, not easily perturbed no 
matter what. 

 
The same must be true of us who have been trained in 
the practice of our faith. With Jesus as our King and as 
heirs of God’s Kingdom, God had given us the royal dig- 
nity of being called sons and daughters of the Father and 
brothers and sisters of Jesus, His Only Son. Arrested, 
jailed, tortured and about to be condemned to death, Je- 
sus faced Pontius Pilate with such dignity that even 
Pilate was impressed by Him. Even in the face of 
humiliation and death, Jesus kept His calm. 

 
The question that we’re asked: “In the challenges 

that we face, the conflicts that we have to 
resolve and the struggles that we have to endure, 
are we keeping our dignity just like Jesus, our 
King? Or do we fall apart each time as if we do 
not belong to Him?” 

 
 
 
 

Father Vic+ 



The following were 
Baptized into the family 
of Christ recently: 

 
Luke Thomas 

Child of Bradley & Jade LeCompte 
 

Camille Margaret 
Child of Mitchell & Whitney Landry 

 
Cole Joseph 

Child of Brett & Kacey Hernandez 
 

Sadie Mary 
Child of Brady & Caitlin Westerman 

 
Vivian Rae 

Child of Ethan & Paige Bascle 

Altar Flowers 
Donated in Memory of 

 

James & Shirley Gilbert 
By: Family 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Liturgy will NOT meet on 
the following days…. 

November 21, 2021 
December 19, 26, 2021 

January 2, 2022 
April 10, 2022 
May 29, 2022 

 
GIVING TREE 

In keeping with our wonderful tradition 
here at St. Joseph, the Giving Tree will be placed in 
church the weekend of November 27th/28th. This 
project is St. Joseph’s contribution to the 
Thibodaux Area Christmas Toy Drive and reaches 
out to the families in our parish that are in need. 

Ornaments will be available on the tree be- 
fore and after all masses. On each ornament you 
will find information indicating both the age and 
gender of the child it represents. We ask that you 
donate gifts that promote “peace and family value” 
and encourage everyone to participate. 

Newly purchased wrapped gifts are to be 
brought to the church and placed under the Giving 
Tree by Sunday, December 12th. Remember to 
securely attach the ornament : 

Please write the gift type in the provided space 
on the label. 

NO GIFT CARDS OR CLOTHES 
 

Bagging & Tagging:  Thursday, Dec. 16th @ 9 am 
Distribution: Saturday, Dec. 18th @ 9 - 10:30 am 

  Any assistance will be greatly appreciated.  

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 
St. Joseph Life Center 

This Little Light, an Advent Bible  Study 
will be held from 10:30 to noon on the 
Wednesdays of Advent, December 1, 8, 15 
and 22. Please let us know if you will be 
attending by registering so that we will have 
your materials prepared in advance. For 
more information and to register, call Pam at 
446-1387 ext. 215 

Registration deadline is 
Tuesday, November 23rd 

 
 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
(CCHD ) 

This weekend 
 

This collection uses grants to support community- 
controlled, self-help organizations and transformative 
education to address the root causes of poverty in 
America. 75% of this collection is administered by the 
Subcommittee on the CCHD with approval of local 
bishops. 25% of this collection is retained for local efforts 
through Catholic Charities of Houma-Thibodaux. 

 

 

Timothy Thibodaux, Jr. & Amber Erwin (2) 
Brent Autin & Allisa Vincent (1) 

November 6th/7th 2021 

 
Weekly Envelopes $ 13,842.00 
Weekly Loose   2,131.21 
Weekly ACH 345.00 

$ 16,318.21 
 

Thank you for your generosity ! 
Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU 
than to remember them the next time you go shopping. 


