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 Father Vic+ 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:  
   January 29-30, 2022 
 
“Solemn Blessing and Dedication of the New St. Joseph’s Church 
and the Centennial Celebration of the Parish, Thibodaux, LA.,    
January 25, 1923 (front) – You are cordially invited to attend the  
Solemn Blessing and Dedication of the New St. Joseph’s Church, by 
Most Reverend J. W. Shaw, D.D., Archbishop of New Orleans, 
and the Centennial Celebration of the Parish, Thursday, January 
twenty-fifth, One thousand nine hundred and twenty-three at 9 A.M., 
Thibodaux, La. Very Reverend Alex. M. Barbier, Pastor” (back). 
These are the exact wordings and font that they used for the           
invitation, announcing the official opening of the NEW church of    
St. Joseph on Canal Street almost 100 years ago this month! 
 
The Lafourche Comet, official newspaper of that time, published an 
article that began with, “The new and imposing St. Joseph’s church, 
in Thibodaux, which arose in 1922 to replace the structure that 
burned down on May 25, 1916, has been finally completed, interior-
ly as well as exteriorly, and it is just admired, not only by local   
congregation, but by visitors as well. It is now ready to be solemnly 
dedicated to the purpose for which it was erected – to help mankind 
to be righteous and worthy of eternal life as a reward.” Fast-forward 
to January 25, 2023, a Wednesday, St. Joseph (Co-Cathedral) Church 
on Canal Boulevard, will celebrate its centennial year as the 
Mother Church of Thibodaux and Bayou Lafourche, “helping human-
kind to be righteous and worthy of eternal life as a reward!”  
 
I have requested the assistance of our Pastoral Council members to 
help me plan the events and activities that we would like to have to 
celebrate this special year when our current church building was  
officially opened. We hope to publish on our website, Social Media 
accounts and in our bulletin whatever events and activities we will 
have late on, hopefully on the Feast day of St. Joseph on March 19th. 
Stay tuned and together let’s start getting into the “Spirit of the     
Centennial Celebration of St. Joseph’s Church!”  
 
My English teacher in high school once gave us an assignment to do a 
book of review of the English novel (series) “Great Expectations” by 
Charles Dickens. Published in 3 volumes from 1860-1861, what  
started as a “comeback” newspaper articles, this novel became very 
popular during the Victorian era. Honestly, I did not like this novel 
and was completely lost in my reading as to “who’s who” and “what’s 
what.” The plot was so twisted, the characters were complicated and 
surprising, and the story does not seem to have any redeeming      
moment at all. Not surprising though, its author (Mr. Dickens) was 
going through a bad period in his personal life when he decided to put 
this mini-novel together! His emotional rollercoaster was obviously 
portrayed by the very characters he created – Miss Havisham, Estelle, 
Pip, Jagger, etc. This is perhaps the reason why he came up with the 
title that gave me a focus to write my book review then, “Great    
Expectations: Expect less.” For me the book is all about the expecta-
tions we imposed on ourselves and others, sometimes great,        
sometimes not; sometimes good, sometimes bad; sometimes reasona-
ble, sometimes unimaginable! Whatever our expectations might be, 
they sometimes determine how our lives and relationships will be.  
 
The same can be said about the readings we will hear this weekend, 
the 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time. God spoke to His prophet Jeremiah 
in the 1st reading (Jer 1:4-5,17-19) telling him how God feels about 
him and what God “expects” of him. Jeremiah was a reluctant prophet 
and at the beginning, argued against the Lord for being asked to be 
His prophet. God have “great expectations” of Jeremiah and knows 
that if he only trust in the Lord by “gird[ing] his loins, stand[ing] up 
and tell [ing] them [Jeremiah’s enemies] all the [the Lord] command
[ed], Jeremiah would not be crushed! God had so much faith in     
Jeremiah and towards all His chosen and appointed ones. Whether 
Jeremiah lived up to God expectations or not, you’ll find out later. 
 

The Jewish people during the time of Jesus in the gospel of Luke    
(Lk 4:21-30) also had “great expectations” of their Messiah; they had 
been waiting for so long! Their Messianic ideas include (1) a Messiah 
who is a warrior-king who will wage their battles, (2) a Messiah who 
is a miracle-worker who will do wonders for them, (3) a Messiah who 
is a kingdom-builder who will create a perfect kingdom for them, and 
many other pigments of their imaginations. Jesus did not fit their  
ideas at all and they knew His background. 
 
Although He was born in Beth-le-heim (hometown of Yosef,        
Jesus’ (foster) father, His mother Maryam is from Nazareth. Jesus 
spent His early childhood in Egypt and the family only returned to 
Nazareth after the death of Herod. Nevertheless, Jesus spent enough 
growing time in Nazareth that the locals came to know Him – at least 
that’s what they thought.  
 
After reading the passage from the book of the Prophet Isaiah about 
the promise of the Messiah, Jesus said those famous words: “Today 
this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” The reactions of 
the people around Jesus was mixed – some were amazed while others 
were furious! Those who were amazed “at the gracious words that 
came from his mouth” were happily surprised that something good 
came the mouth of an ordinary man they knew, while a few were 
indignant for having “the son of a carpenter” speak to them in such 
words! Those who were amazed were not expecting Jesus to be so 
eloquent about the Scriptures and those who were indifferent were 
offended to be lectured by a mere son of a working man. Here we see 
two kinds of expectations – great and small. But which one have great 
expectation and which one did not? You decide. 
 
In these two readings, you can see how God and His chosen people 
differ in their expectations of each other. While God expects His  
chosen one (the prophet) and people to be trusting and faithful to 
Him, His chosen ones were fixated on their own ideas of who could 
and should be their Messiah. One who is from Nazareth and the son 
of a carpenter is doesn’t fit the identity. From this moment on, their 
relationship with Jesus became problematic and at the end, tragic. 
Just like the people of old, each one of us have our own sets of expec-
tations – some great, some small; some good, some bad; some reason-
able, some unimaginable. Whatever your expectations might be, they 
do affect your lives and your relationships beginning with yourself, 
with your God, and with others. Sadly, expectations are mostly    
imposed. We either make them or others create them for us. Regard-
less, be careful with expectations especially the unrealistic and     
unreasonable, they can ruin you and make your life miserable. If we 
have to make or create expectations, I recommend that we re-read    
St. Paul’s beautiful 1st letter to the Corinthians (1Cor 12:31-13:13) 
wherein he uses the Divine Source as the model of all expectations. In 
the original tongue, “love” comes from “caritas” (charity). God’s 
great expectations of His prophet and people is to be charitable (to 
love). Jesus’ great expectation of His own people (from Nazareth and 
beyond) is to be charitable (to love Him and others). God expects us 
to be charitable as well (to love God and all others)! 
 
In the novel “Great Expectations,” you’ll discover that the drama 
revolved around these two – love and charity, charity and love,    
something that the characters did not have and did not want to give. 
And so their lives were a misery and their relationships failed.  
 
 
 



 

 

 

Spencer Folse & Emma Oubre (3)  
Hunter Prejean & Lauren Sylvest (2)  

Jared Trahan & Macie Orgeron (1) 

Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU 

Thank you for your generosity !  

January 15th / 16th 2022 
   

Weekly Envelopes         $ 9,903.75 
Weekly Loose             1,447.00 
Weekly ACH              355.00 
                    11,705.75 

SMALL FAITH-SHARING 
GROUPS 

 
 

Would you like to host a Small Faith-
Sharing group in your home this Lent?  
Would you like to be a group leader?  If so, 
please call Pam at the Life Center 446-1387 
Ext. 215. 

Married Couples Retreat 
 

    Would you and your spouse enjoy a relaxing and  revital-
izing weekend to spend time together with no distractions?  
    Do you want to grow in your spiritual life together with 
your spouse and family?  
    Check out Domestic Church, a movement influenced by 
Saint John Paul II for Sacramentally married couples that is 
growing in our nation and diocese!  
 

April 7—10, 2022 
Lumen Christi Retreat Center 

Schriever, LA 
 

Questions? 
Stephanie & Justin Toups 

stephtoups@gmail.com or 225-439-0734 
 

https://www.ctr-htdiocese.org/domestic-church-retreat  

K.C. Café  
Sunday, January 30th  

Following 9:30 AM Mass 
 

This month we are featuring both 
Community Coffee and Fair Trade 

Coffee from Africa. 
Doughnuts will be 
served.  
 

Come join us, it’s free and open to 
everyone.  

Confirmation  
Wednesday, February 2nd 

6:00 PM 
 

Confirmation Practice  
Tuesday, February 1st 

6:30 PM 
Candidates & Sponsors are to attend. 
 

There will be NO 5:30 PM mass on 
February 2nd.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

for Children’s Liturgy during  
the 9:30 AM Mass.   

If interested , call Sue or Patty at the 
Life Center 446-1387 Ext. 217 

 

Catholic Schools Week  
Kick Off Mass 

Sunday, January 30th  
9:30 AM  

 

Pastoral Solidarity fund for the  
Church in Africa Collection on 2/6/2022 

This collection provides grants to finance pastoral projects 
that support the maintenance and growth of the church in 
Africa. Funded projects include outreach programs, schools, 
evangelizations and education of clergy and lay ministers.  


