
 

 

 
 

 St. Joseph Co-Cathedral  
P.O. Box 966 721 Canal Boulevard Thibodaux, LA 70301  

 

 Pastoral Staff  
 
Very Rev. Vicente N. DeLa Cruz, J.C.L, V.F.  
Pastor  
 
Rev. Rholando Grecia  
Parochial Vicar  
 
Permanent Deacons  
Deacon Joseph Bourgeois  
 
Mrs. Miriam C. Guillot  
Office Manager  
 
Ms. Renée E. Guillot  
Secretary  
 
Adult Formation & Service Ministries Coordinator 
Ms. Pamela Folse 
 
Youth Formation Program  
Mrs. Susan Manning  
Ms. Patty McKee  
 
Maintenance  
Mr. Carl Waguespack  
 
 
 
Contact Information  
Church Office: (985) 446-1387  
Fax Number: (985) 446-6571  
 
Website: www.stjoseph-cc.org  
Email Address: stjosephcc@htdiocese.org  
 
Facebook Page:  
St. Joseph-Co-Cathedral—Catholic-Church-
Thibodaux  
 

 Mass Schedule  
 Weekday  Monday to Friday  
  6:30 AM and 5:30 PM  
  Saturday at 6:30 AM  
 Weekend Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00 PM  
  Sunday 7:30, 9:30 and  
  11:30 AM; 6:00 PM  
 
Confession/Reconciliation  
30 minutes before each Weekday and weekend 
Masses and from 3 to 4 PM on Saturday  
 
Baptisms  
FIRST Sunday of each month (except during Lent) 
following the 11:30 AM Mass. Baptismal Seminar 
on the last Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM in the 
Life Center Building. Please call the Church Office 
for arrangements.  
 
Weddings  
Arrangements should be made six months before 
the wedding. Please call the Church Office to 
schedule.  
 
St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School  
501 Cardinal Drive, Thibodaux, LA 70301  
Ms. Jami Chadwick, Principal  
Email Address: stjoeelm@htdiocese.org  
(985) 446-1346  
 
Church Office Hours  
 Monday to Thursday  
 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM  
 Friday 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM  
 Closed for Lunch 12 noon to 1:00 PM  
TRMC Hospital Chaplain 
    Rev. Jackson Cleetus 
                (985) 438-0215  
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 Father Vic+ 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS: 
 February 4-5, 2023 
 
The “Prayer for a New Bishop” that we’ve been   
using these past 11 months may be short, but it       
contains all the essential elements of a good prayer. (1) 
it is addressed to God and acknowledges (2) God’s role 
in our life, (3) the supplication begins with asking God 
“to grant” to us (4) a “pastor” for our Church, and (5) a 
Bishop of our Diocese, whose qualities are (6) holiness 
and (7) showing God’s “watchful care.” The prayer 
ends with the standard invocation of Jesus’ name. The 
expressions I have been using in this section since the 
departure of (Arch) Bishop Fabre 11 months ago has 
been for “a new Bishop who smell like the sheep” 
and “after God’s own heart.” These are qualities of a 
good pastor (Lat., “pastor bonum”) and not only of 
Bishops. Let’s continue and never stop praying for all 
Bishops so that they will always remain close to God 
and His people. And remember folks: prayers spoken 
from the heart, works wonders! 
 
This Monday till Thursday (February 6 to 9), all the 
priests of the Diocese will be gathered at Manresa   
Retreat Center in Baton Rouge, for our 4-day Convo-
cation. The Cathedral in Houma and our Co-Cathedral 
Church will continue celebrating our daily Masses at 
usual times. Please keep us in your prayers as we  
gather together as a fraternity of servants called to    
holiness and prayer with the Lord. 
 
This weekend, the diocese will launch its Annual 
Bishop’s Appeal (ABA) with informational materials 
available at all entrances to our church. The focus of 
this year’s ABA will be our Catholic Schools. After 
Holy Communion, a teacher representative will be 
speaking at all Masses to promote the ABA. Thank 
you for your generous support of ABA that benefits 
many worthy projects and programs in our diocese. 
 
Last weekend I wrote (and spoke) about being chosen 
and the choices we make in life and in faith. The   
readings this 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time focuses on 
the “light” – ours. Two weekends ago we heard from 
the Scriptures about the necessity of letting the light of 
Christ that we have received at baptism to shine forth 
in our lives because it is this light that will lead us and 
all to God and His kingdom. The readings this     
weekend continues with this theme of “letting your 
light shine forth” with these words from the Prophet 
Isaiah: “then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
and your wound shall quickly be healed!” In the     
gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells us that “your light must 
shine before others, that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your heavenly Father.” 

When I first arrived here few years ago, one thing that 
I’ve noticed inside our church is how well lit the     
interior of the church was with updated LED lights. 
However, I find that the Main Altar, the center of our 
celebration and the focus of our faith, was not as lit as 
the ceilings and parapets of the church. When I      
mentioned this to our in-house “Engineer” (HR), he 
sprang into action and contacted the right people who 
designed special lights that will beam from the ceiling 
of the church (Archbishop’s Coat of Arms) directly to 
the Table of the Lord. Only 2 of these special lights 
were needed to brighten the Altar to match the    
brightness of the whole church. It doesn’t take much 
to focus the light on the Lord.  
 
With the upgrade we did on the lights (dimmers and 
controls) during our HVAC Replacement Project, we 
were able to celebrate the Easter Vigil more dramati-
cally by using the light-settings as a way to gradually 
immerse the church (and us) in the Light of Christ 
(Lumen Christi). The Easter Season and the Renewal 
of our Baptismal promises again reinforces the urgent 
need for us to shine forth and be the light of Christ in 
the world. WE MUST do all we can to be the light of 
Christ and to focus the light on Christ. 
 
During this Ordinary Time in our Liturgical Season, 
the question that we need to ask ourselves is, “What 
am I doing to bring the light of Christ to all,” and 
“How am I focusing my light to the Lord?” 
 
Each one of us – you – received the Light of Christ at 
your baptism through your parents and sponsors. Is 
your “light” brightly lit giving light to all? Is it       
flickering trying to stay lit? I pray and hope it’s not 
extinguished! Do you need to trim the wick a little 
(confessions and retreats), or need to replenish the oil 
(works of charity and good deeds) so that you’ll never 
run out; or maybe you need to re-mold or add some 
wax (sacrifices and penances) to add brightness to its 
flame. Whatever it is you need to do, go for it! Jesus 
wants you to “shine before all others” so that they can 
glorify our Father. Remember: It doesn’t take much 
to focus the light on the Lord.  
 



 

 

                    The following were  
                       Baptized into the  

                                    family of Christ recently:  
 

Patrick Allen 
Child of Brent & Natalie Bollinger  

 

Dillon Oncale & Olivia Schouest (2)  

Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU 
than to remember them the next time you go shopping. 

Thank you for your generosity !  

 

January 21st/22nd, 2023 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Envelopes   $           11,582.00 
Weekly Loose                                  2,149.00 
Online Giving                                     298.63 
Monthly ACH                  3,777.00 
Weekly ACH                     545.00 
                       $           18,351.63 
Church in Latin America   $2,611.00 
 

ANNUAL BISHOP’S APPEAL  

Let us join together to  leave a lasting impact on 
others as St. Joseph Co-Cathedral launches our 
2023 Annual Bishop’s Appeal. St. Joseph Co-
Cathedral is committed to supporting the Diocese 
of Houma-Thibodaux and its ministries through the 
Annual Bishop’s Appeal and supporting the key 
ministries that serve our parishioners directly 
through the appeal. We ask that you join us in 
prayers and generosity as we support our 9 Semi-
narians, our 14 retired priests, St. Joseph Co-
Cathedral Youth and Adult Formation, and Catho-
lic Education through our Catholic Schools Office. 
We ask that you prayerfully reflect on God’s great 
generosity, and respond with first a commitment of 
your prayers and if you are able, please consider a 
generous giving of our own. We encourage you to 
watch the Annual Bishop’s Appeal Video at home 
this week on our Diocese social media page. 

Please be on the watch for your materials and how 
you can learn about your prayers and gifts help us 
live the Lord’s mission through the Annual Bish-
op’s Appeal.  
 If you would like more information about the 2022 

Appeal, please contact the ABA  Office 
 at 985-850-3136 or  

email lcrosby@htdiocese.org. 

PRAYER FOR A NEW BISHOP 
 

O God, Eternal Shepherd,  
Who govern your flock with unfailing care, 

grant in your boundless fatherly love a    
pastor for your Church,  

a bishop for  
the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux 

who will please you by his holiness 
 and to us show watchful care.  

We ask this through Christ, our Lord,  
Amen.  
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