


Page 2

Vol. 55 No. 34 February 19, 2023

Scripture Reflections

Our culture tends to value a show
of strength and tends to assess
our strength by the amount of
force we have. When someone
hurts us, we’re expected to fight
back. We say that our anger is
justified. We say that we should
get even. Heroes like Gandhi and
King modeled a different
response: nonviolent resistance.
Instead of fighting fire with fire
when they were provoked, they
turned the other cheek. They
exhibited greater inner strength
by courageously standing up not
only to their violent opponents
but also to their own powerful
emotions.

Anger and hatred can poison our
hearts when they are left to fester.
Some would say it's better to
release them, whether in the form
of a violent action, a hurtful
word, or some sort of revenge.
But releasing these emotions does

hearts of negative emotions. Last
week we heard him tell us to
replace anger with the determina-
tion to be reconciled with one
another. Today we hear him tell
us to replace hatred with love.
We are challenged to be counter-
cultural.

“ Be holy, for I, the Lord, your
God, am holy,” the Lord told
Moses (Leviticus 19:2).  “So be
perfect, just as your heavenly
Father is perfect,” Jesus tells his
disciples (Matthew 5:48). How
can we be holy or perfect? Isn’t
this too much to ask anyone? Let
us recall, though, that we are cre-
ated in the image of God. Let us
also recall that the Holy Spirit
dwells in us, as Paul instructed
the Corinthians. Though humani-
ty has sinned, and we have
sinned, and we have sinned, we
still are temples of God. God de-
sires that we allow the Spirit
within us to shine through our
sinfulness.

not overcome them and it can From Pastoral Patterns
escalate the situation. Jesus calls Winter 2022-2023
his disciples—us—to cleanse our November 27 to February 19, p. 53



February 4th/ 5th 2023 ~ Weekly Offering

Weekly Envelopes $ 12, 064.50

Weekly Loose 2,351.98

Online Giving 806.25

Weekly ACH 545.00
$ 15,767.73

Church in Africa $2,825.47

Thark you for yawy gerevasity !

Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU
than to remember them the next time you go shopping.

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, February 20th (masses 6:30 AM & 5:30 PM)
& Tuesday February 21st (masses ONLY 6:30 AM)

Ash Wednesday Mass Times
February 22nd
6:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:10 PM & 5:30 PM
Ashes are distributed during mass.

LENTEN GUMBO
11 AM—1PM
DINE IN OR TAKE OUT
$12
STARTS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH

The following were
Baptized into the
~ family of Christ recently:

@aptism @

0O

Landry Paul
Child of Taylor & Whitney Griffin

Liam Joseph & Collin Lane
Children of Joseph & Hayley Moore

Wesley Patrick
Child of David & Sara Parson

Elise Catherine
Child of Joshua & Caroline Jennings

Avery Nicole
Child of Jace & Briann Hotard

Annie Elizabeth
Child of Beau & Melaina Crochet

Joseph Ryan
Child of Ryan & Amanda Friedlander

U little senving for your soul
As we begin the Lenten journey, We pray for the
strength to resist daily temptations.

Lenten Action: Focus your thoughts on God and
others!

Please remember
Jennie Alexandry
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Who passed on into the Kingdom of
our Father recently. Please pray
also that her family may find comfort and
consolation through their faith.

ANNUAL BISHOP’S APPEAL

St. Joseph Co-Cathedral is pleased with the very
good early response to the 2023 ABA, for which we
are immensely thankful. Thus far, we have achieved
over 24 % of our $80,000.00 goal, however, we
know that there are still many who have yet to make
their commitment.  Please prayerfully consider
making a gift to the Appeal by _
returning your commitment card in EF‘”J;I'E
the  offertory or simply mail it to AP AT
. ) ) e

the diocese in the provided =y. S
envelope, using the QR code, or you I'r? "h.. 15
may  also visit www.htdiocese.org/ EF.-H‘I_ i
bishopsappeal to make your gift

online.

Every gift no matter how bis or small makes a differ-
ence across our diocese. Your prayers and gifts sup-
port our 9 Seminarians, our 14 retired priest and our
Youth and Adult Formation and Catholic Education
through the Catholic Schools Office.

If you would like more information about the 2023
Appeal, please contact the ABA Office at 985-850-

BAPTISMAL SEMINAR
Thursday, February 23rd ="
7:00 PM el

St. Joseph Life Center )\l
Call 446-1387 to Register. @
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