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PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:   
 April 22-23, 2023 
 
I have heard and read many times how people had  
romanticized the Emmaus story either as (1) a story of 
person’s journey to discipleship, or (2) a story of the 
disciples’ encounter with Jesus. As I’ve said in the 
past, neither of these two applies to the Emmaus story. 
To begin with, let’s go to the context (German, “sitz 
im leben” or situation in life) of the story. 
 
The two “disciples” in the Emmaus story most likely 
were later followers of Jesus after He had commis-
sioned the 12 apostles. Based on the early conversa-
tion they had with Jesus, it appears that Cleopas (or 
Clopas) is a learned man, either a Pharisee or a Scribe, 
who was a secret admirer of Jesus like Nicodemus and 
Joseph of Arimathea. There were Pharisaical Jews at 
the time who really believed that the Messiah 
(Hebrew, “messach or me’sie”) will be coming soon to 
deliver them from the Roman occupation; at least 
many of them were hoping! The ordinary Jews, the 
intellectuals and the zealots with their own ideas,    
expectations and hopes gravitated towards Jesus of 
Nazareth, some believing and others hoping, that He is 
their “messiah” or at least a “great prophet” who will 
confront the powers that be. They all have their own 
expectations. Each had an idea who Jesus should be. 
This is where St. Luke was coming from when he 
wrote, “their eyes were prevented from recognizing 
Him;” an expression St. Luke will also use but        
positively at the end of the story.  
 
The experience of Good Friday was very traumatic for 
all of Jesus’ apostles, disciples, and followers. While 
some would opine that the crucifixion of Jesus was 
what traumatized them, I believe it is the 
“disappointment what happened to Jesus” that really 
shook them. Keep in mind that these people are used 
to seeing crucifixions all over Judea which the        
Romans did to (1) punish the guilty or not, and (2) to 
intimidate everyone to submission. What’s another 
crucifixion of two branded criminals and a blasphemer 
but just another day at Jerusalem. Their disappoint-
ment of Jesus is what blinded the apostles, disciples 
and followers “preventing them from recognizing 
Him.”  
 
It is alleged in the synoptic gospels that the appearance 
of Jesus really did change dramatically after He rose. 
But some of the apostles already had an experience of 
this when Jesus was transfigured before them at      
Mt. Horeb. When one is going through lots of       
emotions, it is so easy to be blinded by them. And to 
this fact Jesus appeared to the two disciples not only to 

open their eyes blinded by painful emotions, but also 
their hearts that have been broken and their minds that 
was    clouded with disappointment. 
 
The Emmaus Story hopes to narrate what happens to 
us when we go through disappointments and much 
pain that traumatizes our minds, hearts and souls that 
we cannot recognize the presence of God walking, 
talking, and sharing with us! There is nothing 
“romantic” about this human experience, rather, an 
honest reality that challenges us to faith. This is what 
happened to the 1st apostle Peter (Simon bar Jonah), 
who rebuked, denied and deserted Jesus. Peter was all 
about emotions and impulses, reactions and aggression 
until Jesus talked some sense to him at the shore after 
the resurrection of Jesus (when Jesus asked Peter 
whether he loves Him three times).  
 
In the Acts of the Apostles (1st Reading) and his 1st 
letter (2nd Reading), one can already determine that 
Peter got to know Jesus quite well. He went from    
rebuking to exalting, denying to confidently           
confessing, deserting to conducting his life like Jesus 
until his own death. Peter gave us a reality check on 
how it is to be human and he also gave us an example 
on how to be a disciple. 
 
Just like Peter and the two disciples at Emmaus, you 
and I will have many of those human realities that will 
hurt, disappoint, and traumatize us. Our minds will be 
clouded with confusion, our hearts will be broken, and 
our souls will not be at rest. How would you react and 
respond to these human realities? What would you do? 
What will become of you? 
 
 
Let us remember the lesson of this story so that   
whenever we find ourselves dealing with human     
realities we will not forget that JESUS is always 
drawn to us, walking with us, sharing our disappoint-
ments and pain, and always willing to give Himself to 
feed our hearts till it burns, enlighten our minds till we 
are filled with understanding, and lift our spirits until 
we can see clearly again! 
 
HAPPY EASTER y’all! 



 

 

Heaven’s Handymen 
NEW MEMBERS NEEDED 

 

The purpose of this ministry is to help the     
elderly and disabled of the  parish and nearby 
surrounding areas that are in need of wheel-
chair ramps.  A group of men and women have 

joined their skills and resources together to  offer these 
services. Projects are determined by need and priority. 
Volunteers need not be trained. You need not be a 
parishioner of St.   Joseph or even Catholic, if God has 
blessed you with a skill, please feel free to help us help 
others. If you would like more information, contact the 
Life Center. This is a great project for fathers and sons 
or daughters to give back to the community while 
forming a bond.  

The next meeting  will be April 26th  10 AM ; 
Life Center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.stjoseph-cc.org 
and follow the steps.  Call the Life Center  

985-446-1387 with any questions.  

Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU 
than to remember them the next time you go shopping. 

Thank you for your generosity !  

 

April 8th / 9th , 2023 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Quota    $       17,975.00 
Collection      5,565.86 
Online Giving                   419.01 
Weekly ACH                  545.00 
                       $         24,504.87 
 

Please remember  
Mary Harris 

 

Who passed on into the Kingdom  of 
our  Father recently. Please pray also that her 
family may find comfort and  consolation 
through their faith. 

BAPTISMAL SEMINAR  
Thursday, April 27th  
             7:00 PM  
    St. Joseph Life Center   
  Call 446-1387 to Register.  
Parents and Godparents are  
required to attend.  

Dylan Domingue & Kayla Wayne (3) 
Andrew Arcement & Abigail Pizzo (3) 
Randall Daigle & Francesca Ledet (2) 
Tyler Stiles & Savannah Stumpf (1)  

Volunteer mentors are greatly 
needed for the 2023-2024 
school year to help Youth      
Forma on K-5th grades on 
Mondays from 5:30pm-7:00pm. 
Please prayerfully consider helping with this         
ministry . Call Sue and Pa y at the Life Center       
446-1387 ext. 217 if interested. 

ST. VALERIE PROCESSION & 
 FIREMEN’S MASS 

 
Sunday, April 30th 

Procession: 8:45 AM 
Mass:  9:30 AM 

 
All are welcome to join us in this  

tradition.  
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