
 

 

 
 

 St. Joseph Co-Cathedral  
P.O. Box 966 721 Canal Boulevard Thibodaux, LA 70301  

 

 Pastoral Staff  
 

Most Rev. Mario E. Dorsonville, STL, D.Min.   
5th Bishop of Houma-Thibodaux  
 
Very Rev. Vicente N. DeLa Cruz, J.C.L, V.F.  
Pastor  
 
Rev. Rholando Grecia  
Parochial Vicar  
 
Permanent Deacons  
Deacon Joseph Bourgeois  
 
Mrs. Miriam C. Guillot  
Office Manager  
 
Ms. Renée E. Guillot  
Secretary  
 
Adult Formation & Service Ministries Coordinator 
Ms. Pamela Folse 
 
Youth Formation Program  
Mrs. Susan Manning  
Ms. Patty McKee  
 
Maintenance  
Mr. Carl Waguespack  
 
 
Contact Information  
Church Office: (985) 446-1387  
Fax Number: (985) 446-6571  
 
Website: www.stjoseph-cc.org  
Email Address: stjosephcc@htdiocese.org  
 
Facebook Page:  
St. Joseph-Co-Cathedral—Catholic-Church-
Thibodaux  

 Mass Schedule  
 Weekday  Monday to Friday  
  6:30 AM and 5:30 PM  
  Saturday at 6:30 AM  
 Weekend Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00 PM  
  Sunday 7:30, 9:30 and  
  11:30 AM; 6:00 PM  
 
Confession/Reconciliation  
30 minutes before each Weekday and weekend 
Masses and from 3 to 4 PM on Saturday  
 
Baptisms  
FIRST Sunday of each month (except during Lent) 
following the 11:30 AM Mass. Baptismal Seminar 
on the last Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM in the 
Life Center Building. Please call the Church Office 
for arrangements.  
 
Weddings  
Arrangements should be made six months before 
the wedding. Please call the Church Office to 
schedule.  
 
St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School  
501 Cardinal Drive, Thibodaux, LA 70301  
Ms. Jami Chadwick, Principal  
Email Address: stjoeelm@htdiocese.org  
(985) 446-1346  
 
Church Office Hours  
 Monday to Thursday  
 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM  
 Friday 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM  
 Closed for Lunch 12 noon to 1:00 PM  
TRMC Hospital Chaplain 
 Rev. Sebastian Stephen 
 985-438-0215      
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 Father Vic+ 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:  
October 28-29, 2023 
 
The $300,000.00 SOUND SYSTEM REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT is on the move! The speaker brackets have 
been installed, the wires/cables were pulled in through 
the holes in the walls and columns that have been      
plastered, the speakers are ready to be installed and the 
control cabinet behind the high altar is all wired up. The 
Design Technicians from New York inspected the work 
and the new system last week; I am waiting to hear from 
them. The project display stand in front of the Altar of St. 
Joseph has 6 “angel” stickers each representing a 
$25,000.00 mark in our goal (Current donations = 
$150,000.00). We need to raise another $150 thousand to 
pay off the total project. Thank you to those who have 
given donations and I am hoping for more donors! 
Through the intercessions of Saint Joseph, I pray that 
God continue to send us “angels” to help us with this 
important project.  
 
I am pleased to inform y’all that the Diocesan Task Force 
for Hurricane Ida repairs informed us that the hurricane 
repairs on our buildings will start by mid-November.  
Finally! To refresh your minds, our Co-Cathedral church 
as well as the Rectory and walkways suffered damage. 
We need first to (1) fix the hurricane damage before the 
season ends. After fixing the hurricane damage on our 
buildings, we need to (2) clean and waterproof the church 
and rectory, most urgently the church building! The 
cleaning and waterproofing of the buildings are 15 years 
overdue! This will be immediately followed by (3)    
fixing the interior plaster that has been crumbling and 
falling from the windows and walls of our church (due to 
condensation & occasional rain/water damage). After 
cleaning and waterproofing the buildings, we need to (4) 
fix and refresh the surrounding grounds that will be   
damaged by the heavy equipment and vehicles.  All in 
all, these are the FOUR major projects that needed to be 
done to bring our beloved church and grounds in good 
shape. There is another “set of four projects” that I have 
identified, I will tell y’all more about them once we’re 
finished with the 1st set! As some people know, it takes a 
lot of work to keep something (or someone) beautiful.   
 
There had been many articles and books written about 
where Christians belong, what we believe and how we 
behave in life and faith. On May 5, 2020, Fr. Billy Swan 
wrote a wonderful article on Word on Fire entitled 
“Belonging, Believing, Behaving: The Three B’s of 
Faithful Being,” that highly recommend for y’all to read. 
In sum, this topic exposes what Christians believe and 
how this belief makes them belong and how both belief 
and belongingness affect their behavior. Fr. Father Swan 
wrote, “Only when we realize that we belong to our God 
who created us and love us can we then come to believe 
and then see how both belonging and believing shape our 
behaving.”  The readings for the 30th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time this weekend will address all three. 
 
Inspired and enlightened by the articles and books on this 
topic, I came up with my own which I would entitle, 
“The Three Be’s of Discipleship: believe, belong,    
behave.” First, I took my inspiration from the quoted 
words of the English playwright, Mr. Billy Shakespeare 
“to be, or not to be, that is the question,” from Hamlet 
(Act 3, Scene 1). In this soliloquy, Hamlet talks to     
himself, trying to make a “life-changing” decision.     
Secondly, I would like the “B’s” to be in this order: 
“believe, belong, behave.”  
 
The life-changing choice that Hamlet faces in this       
soliloquy reflects the many “life-changing decisions” that 
each one of us must make in life and in faith. While 
Hamlet’s dilemma was fictional, ours are very real for 
they involve our lives and our faith. God’s commands in 
Exodus and the emphasis that Jesus made in the Gospel 
of Matthew, both instruct us “to be” mindful of what 
God had done for us and “to be” examples of the Lord’s 
goodness. “To be” is a process of becoming, like what 
St. Paul says in his letter to the people of Thessaloniki, 
“and you became imitators of us and of the Lord.” It is a 
process that begins with believing that establishes our 
foundation and source of becoming. 
 
Once we are firmly rooted and grounded in our beliefs, 
we are immersed (“belong”) into a Body of Believers 
(One, Holy, Apostolic, Catholic) that contributes to our 
beliefs. Sociology taught us that one’s behavior is highly 
influenced and affected by the community or crowd that 
one belongs. We develop our beliefs and we share that 
belief with others who directly influence us on how to 
behave. This “order” is very consistent with the Church’s 
model of Discipleship that is clearly outlined in our    
Profession of Faith (the Nicean and the Apostles Creed). 
IF, therefore you believe, then you MUST belong to the 
Body of Christ who individually and collectively live out 
our belief daily in our lives. These are integral to our  
happiness and salvation, and the process of discipleship. 
 
At our Ordination as Deacons, the Bishop hands over to 
us the Book of the Gospel and says, “Believe what you 
read. Teach what you believe. Practice what you teach.” 
I say the same words to each one of you at the proclama-
tion of the gospel during Mass: “BELIEVE, BELONG, 
and BEHAVE!” 



 

 

 

WEEKLY OFFERING 
October 14th / 15th, 2023 

 
       Weekly Envelopes          $ 9,234.75 
       Weekly Loose              2,034.01 
       Online Giving                                      525.49 
        Weekly ACH                570.00 
        TOTAL                                 $ 16,581.25 

Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK 
YOU than to remember them the next time you go shopping. 

Thank you for your generosity !  

Please remember  
    

Lance Caillouet 
 

Who passed on into the Kingdom  of our  Father 
recently. Please pray also that his family may 
find comfort and  consolation through their faith. 

Here’s a new way for you to 
receive text messages and 
emails from us.  

1. Connect with us at  
      stjosephcocathedral.flocknote.com OR 
2. Click the link on our website OR 
3. Text VALERIE to 84576 and follow the  
    direc ons OR 
4. Call us with your email address and cell number or 
 email to pfolse@htdiocese.org. 

  FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION 
  FRIDAY, November 3rd  
 
  All are welcome!! 

 

Joseph Delgado and Tessie Adams (2) 
Blake Prosperie & Lauren Verret (1)  

 

 BLESSING OF  
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY 

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2023 

2:00 P.M. 

Thank you, 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 

 
 

A heartfelt thank you to each one of you for your outpouring 
of support on World Mission Sunday.  Your generosity  
echoes the theme “Hearts on fire, feet on the move,”    
bringing warmth and hope to communities worldwide. To 
remain connected and engaged with the Pope’s missions 
throughout the year, please visit OneFamilyInMission.org. 
Your commitment to the universal mission of the Church is 
deeply appreciated.  

PRAYER FOR PALESTINE AND ISRAEL 
God of love, we lift up Palestine and Israel— 
its people, its land, its creatures. 
War is a monster that consumes everything in its path. 
Peace is a gift shared at meals of memory with  
Christians, Jews, and Muslims. 
Let us burn incense, not children. 
Let us break bread, not bodies. 
Let us plant olive groves, not cemeteries. 
We beg for love and compassion to prevail  
on all your holy mountains. 
God of hope, come again to breathe peace on your people, 
that all may recognize you. 
Strengthen our faith in you even  
when we don’t have clear answers, so that we may still 
offer ourselves nonviolently for the cause of peace. 
Amen                         Taken in part from prayers of Rose Marie Berger 

MASS TIMES FOR ALL SAINTS DAY 
 
      Tuesday, October 31, 2023         5:30 p.m. Vigil 
      Wednesday, November 1, 2023    6:30 a.m. 
          12:10 p.m. 
            5:30 p.m. 
The 5:30 p.m. Mass on All Saints Day will include the 
annual Memorial Mass at which we remember all the 
deceased from our parish. Everyone is welcome to join 
us.  


