
Ordinary Time

During the season of Ordinary Time, we celebrate 
the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. Ordinary Time 
is the only season that we celebrate twice during the 
year. The season of Ordinary Time that comes after 
Pentecost and before Advent is the longest season of 
the year. There are also some weeks of Ordinary Time 
between the seasons of Christmas and Lent.

Ordinary Time is named for the ordinal numbers 
that mark its Sundays. In Ordinary Time, the Gospel 
for that year (Matthew, Mark, or Luke) is read in 
consecutive order. These Gospels proclaim the events 
of Christ’s ministry as well as his teachings and 
 parables.

The key days of every season are Sundays. This 
is because Sunday is the day of Christ’s Resurrection. 
Sunday is the day when the community of believers 
“encounters the risen Lord who invites them to his 
banquet” (CCC 1166). As Blessed Pope John Paul II 
wrote, “Weekly attendance at the Sunday Eucharist 
and the cycle of the liturgical year make it possible to 

give a rhythm to Christian life and to sanctify time, 
which the risen Lord opens to the blessed eternity of 
the kingdom” (“On Liturgical Reform,” March 8, 
1997). Each Sunday we gather as disciples ready to 
hear the Word of the Lord, to be nourished by his 
Body and Blood, and to encourage one another to 
love and serve the Lord.

When we gather to celebrate the Eucharist, we 
give thanks for the saving Passion, Death, and Resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus. We join in the rhythm of the 
season and sanctify our days in time. We also rejoice 
in Jesus’ promise of life, now and forever.

In this chapter the children will learn that we cele-
brate the life and teachings of Jesus in Ordinary 
Time.

For Adult Reading and Reflection
You may want to refer to paragraph 1163 of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church.

How do Sundays make a difference in 
your week?

How does participating in Sunday’s 
 celebration of the Eucharist give rhythm  

to your life?
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Apart from those seasons having their own distinctive character, thirty-three or 
thirty-four weeks remain in the yearly cycle that do not celebrate a specific aspect 
of the mystery of Christ. Rather, especially on the Sundays, they are devoted to the 
mystery of Christ in all its aspects. This period is known as Ordinary Time.

 (Norms Governing Liturgical Calendars, 43)

Go to www.webelieveweb.com, Catechist/
Teacher, We Believe Correlations for this chapter’s 
correlation to the Six Tasks of Catechesis.

   

Catechist/We Believe ©2011, Parish Edition
978-0-8215-6411-0 
Grade 1 Teacher Edition
4/C + Anno Spot, 8.375” x 10.875”

Prod. Artist Initials  Date 

Prod. Mngr. Initials  Date 

CD/AAD Initials  Date 

Design Initials  Date 

Editorial Initials  Date 

Pub. Operat. Initials  Date  1R   2R   3R   Final 

6411-0_TE1_065A-065C_CH07.indd   1 3/31/11   4:57 PM



 Lesson Steps Presentation Materials Lesson Steps Presentation Materials Lesson Steps Presentation Materials Lesson Steps Presentation Materials

page 65
Introduce the Season

page 66

pages 66–68
The Church celebrates the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

• green crayons

page 68

Text page 69
Guide page 69–70
We Respond in Prayer

Text page 70
Guide pages 69–70, 70A
Project Disciple

• crayons or colored pencils

• prayer space items: green table-
cloth, a Bible, a picture or statue of 
Jesus, green plant

  “Children of God,” Michael 
Lynch, #6, Grade 1 CD

• crayons or colored pencils
• scissors and tape
• copies of Reproducible Master 7, 

guide page 70A
• copies of Sharing Faith with My 

Family, guide page 70B

• Read the Chapter Story.
• Introduce Ordinary Time.
• Praise God.

• Share responses to the question.

• Present the text explaining the special 
celebrations during Ordinary Time.

  Do the picture-study activity about 
Jesus.
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  Do the activity about being a follower 
of Jesus.

• Remember in prayer a special day 
that we honor all the saints.

  Sing a song about being children 
of God.

• Complete the Project Disciple 
activities.

• Complete the Reproducible Master 7 
activity. See guide pages 70A and 
65C.

• Discuss/send home Sharing Faith 
with My Family, guide page 70B.

For additional ideas, activities, and opportunities: Visit Sadlier’s
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