
Apart from those seasons having their own distinctive character, thirty-three or 
thirty-four weeks remain in the yearly cycle that do not celebrate a specific aspect 
of the mystery of Christ. Rather, especially on the Sundays, they are devoted to the 
mystery of Christ in all its aspects. This period is known as Ordinary Time.

Ordinary Time

 (Norms Governing Liturgical Calendars, 43)

Ordinary Time in the liturgical year refers to those 
numbered weeks that fall between the seasons of 
Christmas and Lent and between the seasons of 
Easter and Advent. This season lasts a total of thirty-
three or thirty-four weeks. During these weeks the 
Church celebrates no “specific aspect of the mystery 
of Christ” but “the mystery of Christ in all its 
aspects” (General Norms for the Liturgical Year and 
the Calendar, 43).  As on all the Sundays of the 
Church year, we continue to experience and appropri-
ate Christ’s dying and rising.

The Sunday cycle of Gospel readings for 
Ordinary Time progresses through the synoptic 
Gospels of Matthew (Year A), Mark (Year B), and 
Luke (Year C).  The Gospel of John is proclaimed 
primarily during the seasons of Christmas, Lent, 
and Easter. Because the stories of Jesus’ life and 
teachings are read in sequential order during 
Ordinary Time, the Church is immersed in a 

particular Evangelist’s narration for an entire year.  
We are led by the synoptics from the beginning of 
Jesus’ public ministry to his final journey to 
Jerusalem.

In this way, the Good News first proclaimed and 
recorded by the four Evangelists continues to be 
proclaimed by the faith community. “Moreover, the 
Good News of the Kingdom which is coming and 
which has begun is meant for all people of all times. 
Those who have received the Good News and who 
have been gathered by it into the community of sal-
vation can and must communicate and spread it” 
(On Evangelization in the Modern World, 13).

In this chapter the students will learn that during the 
season of Ordinary Time, we celebrate the life and 
teachings of Jesus Christ.

For Adult Reading and Reflection
You may want to refer to paragraph 1163 of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church.

How do you encounter Christ in your 

daily life?

How do I encounter Jesus and experience the 

Good News? Consider reading reflectively the 

Gospel being used for the liturgical year.
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Go to www.webelieveweb.com, Catechist/
Teacher, We Believe Correlations for this chapter’s 
correlation to the Six Tasks of Catechesis.
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For additional ideas, activities, and opportunities: Visit Sadlier’s

page 65
Introduce the Season

page 66

pages 66–67
During the season of Ordinary 
Time, we celebrate the life and 
teachings of Jesus Christ.

• Bibles

• Read the Chapter Story.
• Introduce the season of Ordinary Time.
• Proclaim words on the banner.

• Discuss the questions about the 
meaning of the word ordinary.

• Read about and define Ordinary Time 
and learn about the four Evangelists.

 Complete the activity.

Text page 70
Guide pages 69–70, 70A
Project Disciple

•  Complete the Project Disciple 
activities.

•  Complete the Reproducible Master 
7 activity. See guide pages 70A and 
65C.

•  Discuss/send home Sharing Faith 
with My Family, guide page 70B.

•  pencils, colored pencils or crayons
•  copies of Reproducible Master 7, 

guide page 70A
•  copies of Sharing Faith with My 

Family, guide page 70B

• Listen to Scripture.
 Respond in song.

Text page 69
Guide page 69–70
We Respond in Prayer

•  prayer space items: symbols of 
the season, statue of Saint Francis 
of Assisi, green table cloth

 ”Prayer of Saint Francis/Oracion 
de San Francisco,” #4, Grade 4 
CD

page 68
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