
Advent

The Church celebrates Advent as a season of 
joyful preparation for the coming of the Lord. We 
prepare for Christmas when we celebrate that the 
only Son of God came to live among us on earth. We 
prepare for Christ’s second coming at the end of 
time. “When the Church celebrates the liturgy of 
Advent each year, she makes present this ancient 
expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the 
long preparation for the Savior’s first coming, the 
faithful renew their ardent desire for his second 
coming.” (CCC 524)

The Prologue of John’s Gospel proclaims the 
Son of God as the light that overcomes our dark-
ness. “The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.” (John 1:9) In that light, 
symbolized by the candles on our Advent wreaths, 

we see the unmistakable signs of God’s love around 
and within us.

Jesus Christ, the greatest sign of God’s love for 
humanity and all creation, is “the final event towards 
which all the events of salvation history converge” 
(General Directory for Catechesis, 40; see Luke 
24–27). During the four weeks of Advent, we respond 
to this gift of our loving God by joyfully expecting the 
feast of his Nativity and by keeping watch for Christ’s 
future coming. Having received the greatest gift of all 
in Jesus, we express our thanks by giving of ourselves 
to family, friends, and those in need.

In this chapter the children will learn that Advent is 
the season in which we get ready to celebrate Jesus 
Christ’s birth at Christmas.

For Adult Reading and Reflection
You may want to refer to paragraph 524 of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Is there anything for which you are waiting 

or longing?

How will you give of yourself during Advent?
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Advent has a twofold character: as a season to prepare for 
Christmas when Christ’s first coming to us is remembered; 
as a season when that remembrance directs the mind and 
heart to await Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time.

(Norms Governing Liturgical Calendars, 39)

Go to www.webelieveweb.com, Catechist/
Teacher, We Believe Correlations for this chapter’s 
correlation to:

• Six Tasks of Catechesis
• Catholic Social Teaching.

6411-0_TE1_115A-115C_CH13.indd   115A6411-0_TE1_115A-115C_CH13.indd   115A 1/9/10   6:00:45 PM1/9/10   6:00:45 PM



 Lesson Steps Presentation Materials Lesson Steps Presentation Materials  p   ialsL  SSSSSSSS  P ii  MMMMM iiall LLLLLLLLeeeesssssssssooooonnnn SSSSSSSSSStttteeeeeeeeeeppppppppppssssssss PPPPrrrrreeeessssssssseeeeeeeennnnnnnnnntttttttttaaaaatttttiiiooooooonn MMMMMMMMMMMaaaaaaaaatttttttttteeeeeerrialsLLLLLLLLeeeesssssssoonnnn SSSSSSSSSStttteeeeeeeeeppppppppppssssssss PPPPrrrrreeeessssseeeeeeennnnnnnnntttttttttaaaaatttttiiiooooooonn MMMMMMMMMMaaaaaaaaatttttttteeerials Lesson Steps Presentation Materials Lesson Steps Presentation Materials

page 115
Introduce the Season

page 116

pages 116–118
The Church has a special time 
of waiting.

  “Advent Song,” Mary Lu Walker, 
#14, Grade 1 CD

• crayons or colored pencils

page 118

Text page 119
Guide page 119-120
We Respond in Prayer

Text page 120
Guide pages 119–120, 120A
Project Disciple

• colored pencils or crayons

• prayer space items: large star, pur-
ple tablecloth, battery-operated 
candle for table, Bible, globe

• two flashlights

  “Jesus, Come to Us,” David Haas, 
#15, Grade 1 CD

• pencils, crayons or colored pencils 
or markers

• purple construction paper, scis-
sors, glue, brad fasteners, hole 
punch

• copies of Reproducible Master 13, 
guide page 120A

• copies of Sharing Faith with My 
Family, guide page 120B

• Read the Chapter Story.
• Introduce the Advent season.
• Ask Jesus to be with us.

• Discuss waiting to celebrate special 
days.

• Present the text about the season of 
Advent and the Advent wreath.

  Complete the Advent wreath activity.

 Sing a song for Advent.
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• Brainstorm ways to share Jesus’ light.

 Do the drawing activity.

• Listen to Scripture.

  Respond to the reading in song.

• Complete the Project Disciple activities.
• Complete the Reproducible Master 

13 activity. See guide pages 120A and 
115C.

• Discuss/send home Sharing Faith 
with My Family, guide page 120B.

For additional ideas, activities, and opportunities: Visit Sadlier’s
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