
Advent

Advent is the season of our preparation for 
Christ’s coming: past, present, and future. In joyful 
expectation, we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus Christ at Christmas, his presence in our lives 
today, and his final coming at the end of time.

Like the prophets who foretold the Messiah’s 
advent, we prayerfully watch and wait. “When the 
Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, 
she makes present this ancient expectancy of the 
Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for 
the Savior’s first coming, the faithful renew their 
ardent desire for his second coming” (CCC 524).

The four weeks of Advent prepare us to rejoice 
in the Incarnation: 

“And the Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14). 

The Son of God was made man to save us and to 
reveal the Father’s love for us. He became flesh in 
order that we might, as 2 Peter 1:4 testifies, “come 
to share in the divine nature.” By our communion 
with him, we become sons and daughters of God. 

Through the liturgical readings of Advent, the 
prophets call us to prepare the way of the Lord. And 
Jesus himself commands, “Be watchful! Be alert!” 
(Mark 13:33). The Church responds with prayer 
and worship, reconciliation and peacemaking, 
 almsgiving and the works of  justice.

In this chapter the children will learn that the season 
of Advent helps us prepare for the coming of the 
Son of God.

For Adult Reading and Reflection
You may want to refer to paragraph 524  of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church.

How do you experience joyful expectation 

during Advent?

In what new way will you prepare for Christ’s 

coming?

115A  

Advent has a twofold character: as a season to prepare for 
Christmas when Christ’s first coming to us is remembered; 
as a season when that remembrance directs the mind and 
heart to await Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time.

(Norms Governing Liturgical Calendars, 39)

Go to www.webelieveweb.com, Catechist/
Teacher, We Believe Correlations for this chapter’s 
correlation to the Six Tasks of Catechesis.
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 page 115
Introduce the Season

page 116

• photo of Father Mychal Judge, if 
possible

• 81/2” x 11” poster board (2 for each 
child)

• tape, purple chalk/marker

  “Prepare the Way,” Christopher 
Walker, #9, Grade 3 CD

pages 116–117
The season of Advent helps us 
prepare for the coming of the Son 
of God.

page 118

Text page 119
Guide page 119–120
We Respond in Prayer

Text page 120
Guide pages 119–120, 120A
Project Disciple

• simple props, costume pieces, 
crown-making materials

• prayer space items: Advent 
wreath, Advent calendar, Bible, 
purple table covering (optional)

  “Do Not Delay,” Anne Quigley, 
#10, Grade 3 CD

• bells and rhythm instruments

• pencils, colored pencils or crayons
• copies of Reproducible Master 13, 

guide page 120A
• copies of Sharing Faith with My 

Family, guide page 120B

• Read the Chapter Story.
• Introduce the Advent season.
• Proclaim the words on the banner.

 Sing the song.

• Read and discuss the season of 
Advent.

 Complete the path activity.
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• Identify the signs of the Advent  season.
• Introduce the Advent saints.

 Form groups to act out saints’ stories.

• Listen to Scripture.

 Respond in prayer and song.

• Complete the Project Disciple activities.
• Complete the Reproducible Master 13 

activity. See guide pages 120A and 
115C.

• Discuss/send home Sharing Faith 
with My Family guide page 120B.

For additional ideas, activities, and opportunities: Visit Sadlier’s
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