
During the Christmas season, the Church cele-
brates with joy the wondrous exchange by which 
“Man’s Creator has become man, born of the 
Virgin. We have been made sharers in the divinity 
of Christ who humbled himself to share in our 
humanity” (CCC 526).

Extending from Christmas Day to the Baptism 
of the Lord, this season commemorates “the 
 beginning of our redemption,” as we pray in the 
Christmas Vigil Mass (Prayer Over the Gifts). In 
his coming as an infant in a manger, the Son of 
God and Savior of the world makes manifest heav-
en’s glory. By his poverty and vulnerability, Jesus 
teaches us that “To become a child in relation to 
God is the condition for entering the kingdom” 
(CCC 526).

The Savior, revealed first to simple shepherds, is 
manifested to the Gentiles in the adoration of the wise 
men (magi). They have sought and found the King of 
the Nations among the people of Israel. In the 
Church’s celebration of Epiphany on the Second 
Sunday after Christmas, we anticipate Christ’s com-
ing in glory at the end of the world. (The word epiph-
any comes from the Greek epiphainesthai meaning 
“to appear.”) In prayer and worship, “we await the 
blessed hope, the appearance of the glory of the great 
God and of our  savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13).

In this chapter the children will learn that the 
Christmas season is a special time to celebrate that 
God is with us.

For Adult Reading and Reflection
You may want to refer to paragraph 526 of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church.

How do you extend Christmas beyond 

December 25th?

How will you manifest or show forth the Son of 

God in your own life?
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Next to the yearly celebration of the Paschal Mystery, the 
Church holds most sacred the memorial of Christ’s birth and early 
manifestations. This is the purpose of the Christmas season.

Christmas

 (Norms Governing Liturgical Calendars, 32)

Go to www.webelieveweb.com, Catechist/
Teacher, We Believe Correlations for this chapter’s 
correlation to the Six Tasks of Catechesis.
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 Lesson Steps Presentation Materials Lesson Steps Presentation Materials Lesson Steps Presentation Materials Lesson Steps Presentation Materials

page 121
Introduce the Season

page 122

• book of Christmas carols 
 (optional)

pages 122–124
The Christmas season is a special 
time to celebrate that God is 
with us.

Luke 2:1–11

• star badges
• sources (books or Internet) on 

Christmas saints
• instrumental seasonal music 

(optional)

page 124

Text page 125
Guide page 125–126
We Respond in Prayer

Text page 126
Guide pages 125–126, 126A
Project Disciple

• your choice of a favorite Christmas 
poem

• prayer space items: manger scene, 
with Holy Family, shepherds, and 
angels. Hang a star or light over 
manger.

• pencils, colored pencils or crayons
• large white paper for calendar, 

scissors, glue
• copies of Reproducible Master 14, 

guide page 126A
• copies of Sharing Faith with My 

Family, guide page 126B

• Read the Chapter Story.
• Introduce the Christmas season.
• Sing the refrain from, “Go Tell It on 

the Mountain.”

• Discuss the questions about waiting 
for someone special.

• Read and discuss the season of 
Christmas and the birth of our Savior, 
Jesus.

• Form tableaux.

 Write original songs.
• Read and discuss the saints’ days cele-

brated during the Christmas season.
• Brainstorm ways to follow the exam-

ple of the Christmas saints.
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• Share a favorite Christmas poem.

  Complete drawings of parish 
celebrations.

• Explain short litany of Saints Stephen, 
John, and the Holy Innocents.

• Pray the litany together.

• Complete the Project Disciple activities.
• Complete the Reproducible Master 14 

activity. See guide pages 126A and 
121C.

• Discuss/send home Sharing Faith 
with My Family guide page 126B.

For additional ideas, activities, and opportunities: Visit Sadlier’s
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