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Attention: Father Chris, 
KENT LAMBTON ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES 
Ontario, Canada 
 

 
Dear Father Chris, 
 
Once again Ministerial Development and Relief Programme would like to thank Father Chris and the 
Parish for all you do to bless the abandoned Liberian refugees in the Buduburam refugee camp in Kasoa, 
Ghana West Africa. We are very grateful and thankful to you and the Parish.   

Brief history of the establishment of the Buduburam Refugee Camp 
Introduction 

On December 24, 1989, Liberia was plunged into brutal civil war which claimed the lives of over 

250,000 people with total destruction of the entire nation of Liberia. Through the kind courtesy 

of the Ghanaian government, Liberian refugees were accepted to enter into Ghana since 1990. 

Buduburam refugee camp some 1 hour North West of the capital of Accra Ghana was 

established between January and September of 1990. Prior to establishment of the camp, 

Buduburam was a desolated area. Through the intervention and negotiation of the UNHCR in 

which a land known as Buduburam  refugee camp/settlement was secured and the subsequent 

building of temporary tents was implemented for the influx of Liberians running from the war. 

Gradually, as Liberians numbers began to increase, they decided to build for themselves mud 

houses which is today modernized Buduburam a home to over 45,000 Liberian refugees. 

Since 1990 up to present day, Liberians are being considered “Prolonged Stayed Refugees 

approximately 30 years of stay as refugees in Ghana. 

Problems & content analysis/challenges facing refugees 

  After the afore-mentioned, Liberian refugees are presently being confronted primarily with 

many issues.  

Imminent challenges 

Key among, the challenges, the following short listed are the most pressing ones the Liberian 

refugees are presently faced with; 

1. Food 

2. Clean drinking water 

3. Healthcare 

4. Sanitation 

5. Education 

6. Micro finance empowerment 



 

FOOD 

 

UNHCR that are responsible to provide food for the over 45,000 Liberian refugees has 

stopped all activities it is only Ministerial Development and Relief Programme presently 

providing food to the refugees since 2010 to present.  This was made possible by the help 

of Father Chris, the Parish and other sponsors.  As we speak Covid 19 has caused a very 

huge calamity when lockdown was imposed, refugees would have been starving to death 

most especially the infants, pregnant women, babies and the elderly between the ages of 

65-90 years and above but through the intervention of Father Chris and others, the 

refugees are able to survive. 

 

FATHER CHRIS MADE THIS POSSIBLE 

BY PROVIDING NUTRITIOUS FOOD TO 

THE REFUGEES THROUGH 

MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT AND 

RELIEF PROGRAMME-GHANA. 

   



 

 

 

The feeding program addressed the following: 
 

                 To provide the refugees with nutritious food, take proper care by protecting 
the welfare of their children, and to provide them with safe clean water;  
                  Especially to the poor women, the elderly and children in particular who have 
little voice and who mostly bear the effect of wrong and unsafe policies. 
 
                    To reduce number of days refugee children at Buduburam refugee camp 
miss school over a 3 month period. 
 
                 -  Decrease the number of children aged 6 – 10 years who present in the 
malnourished or at risk for malnutrition categories within one year of in-school feeding 
program start. 
 
                 - Decrease death in the camp among women, children and the elderly due to 
hunger, malnutrition, and malnourished. 
 



 

                  -To decrease prostitution among single women, teenage pregnancy in the 
camp due to hunger and unemployment. 
            
                   -To decrease criminal activities and gang violence among the youth due to 
hunger, unemployment and school drop out 

 
BY THE HELP OF FATHER CHRIS FEEDING GRANTS FOR FOOD PROGRAM WE 

ACHIEVE THE FOLLOWING RESULTS 
 

1. Number of days children miss school due to hunger over 3 month period were 
decreased by 90%.  

 
2. Percentage of children presenting in malnourished and at risk categories 

decreased  by 80%. 
 

3. Percentage of death among women, children, and the elderly due to hunger, 
malnutrition, and malnourished was decrease by 85%. 

 
4. Percentage of prostitution among single women, teenage pregnancy in the 

camp, due to hunger and unemployment was decreased by 65%. 
 

5. Percentage of criminal activities and gang violence among the youth due to 
hunger, unemployment and school dropout was decrease by 65%. 
 

Data source : 
 
    Teachers record attendance daily and provide local project manager (Mr. Alvin Gbor) 
with pre-project and post project numbers for comparison.   
    Baseline survey recording nutritional indices for the refugee children at the 
Buduburam refugee camp was completed by nutritionist before project start. Surveys 
was completed  
   at 3 month intervals throughout the project by nutritionists. 
 
  Survey on prostitution among single women, teenage pregnancy, criminal activities 
and gang violence among the youth in the refugee camp was done by the President of 
the refugees 
   and the local project Manager Mr. Alvin Gbor Snr. 
 

Ministerial Development and Relief Programme also donated various items for hospitals 
and schools to help provide good quality healthcare and education to the needy, the 
homeless and the refugees. 

As we already mentioned, we also achieved the following results: 

 
1. Number of days children miss school due to hunger over 6 month period were 

decreased by 90%.  



 

 
2.  Percentage of children presenting in malnourished and at risk categories 

decreased by 80%. 
 

3. Percentage of death among women, children, and the elderly was due to hunger, 
malnutrition, and malnourished was decrease by 85%. 

 
4. Percentage of prostitution among single women, teenage pregnancy in the camp, 

due to hunger and unemployment was decreased by 55%. 
 

5. Percentage of criminal activities and gang violence among the youth due to 
hunger, unemployment and school dropout was decrease by 65%. 

 

WATER 

The problem of clean drinking water, We wrote to Father Chris the following for help, “Over 

90 per cent of the Liberian refugees in Buduburam Refugee Camp at Kasoa Ghana do 

not have access to safe drinking water.  

The consumption of unsafe water in Buduburam refugee camp, along with poor 
sanitation and hygiene conditions results in diarrhea, worm infestation and other water 
and sanitation-related diseases. This leads to thousands of deaths and disabilities 
among the Liberian refugees. Their children and the elderly women are usually the first 
to get sick and die from these diseases.  Due to water related sicknesses and deaths 
the Liberian refugees of a family of three to four are forced without choice to spend 
around $35.00 to $70.00 US dollars monthly to buy clean drinking water. Many do not 
have this luxury of money and end up dying from water borne diseases.   

Many of the women and children in our program in Ghana are also dying of malnutrition. 
Malnutrition is one of the major problems facing MDRP-Ghana with the Liberian 
refugees, street children and the orphans in our program.   Malnutrition as you already 
know is caused by various complex factors, and not just insufficient food.  Impure water, 
poor sanitation, improper feeding practices, a lack of key vitamins and minerals, 
diseases such as malaria and tuberculosis can all contribute to malnutrition. Thus, 
complementary actions in addition to ensuring people have access to clean drinking 
water are needed to reduce malnutrition and deaths. Poor water quality and difficult 
access to water in the camp has caused thousands of deaths in the Buduburam refugee 
camp among the Liberian refugees in Ghana.  

Summary of Water Situation in Buduburam Refugee Camp 

 In the Buduburam refugee camp in Kasoa, Ghana, [water] connection rates 
average higher than other parts of the country. People in the Buduburam refugee 
camp in the Central Region of Ghana most often buy their water from 
intermediaries served by tanker truck associations, which in turn purchase in bulk 



 

from the water utility and rivers and bring to the refugee camp for sale.  Many of 
the 37,000 refugees from Liberia and Ivory Coast living at the camp who are 
already suffering from hunger, sickness and diseases pay 10 times more for their 
water than Ghana citizens. To add insult to injury, the volume of water available 
for users in the Buduburam refugee camp is often reduced because of shortage 
of water in those areas.  

Water flow or water provided to the refugee camp is often reduced during periods 
of shortage to maintain flows to the Ghana communities or high-income areas in 
Ghana, where provision amounts to more than 1,000 cubic litres per person a 
day”.  

Because of unemployment, refugees resolved to drinking unchlorinated water for several 

years as the pictures will show below. The drinking of unchlorinated water, pregnant 

women born many deformed babies. A reported case of 250 children died as a result 

water borne diseases.  

 

   



 

 

 

 



 

 

Gracefully, by the help of Father Chris some refugees’ do receive clean drinking water 

with pictures shown the water poly tanks with weekly water being provided for the 

refugees so that they can refrain from drinking unchlorinated to minimize the water 

borne diseases and from getting infected as of cholera. 

 

 
 



 

  
 
One has no idea how precious clean water is until they are deprived of it. 
Mark 9:41(NIV) I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my 
name because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward. 

 

                                                                                 HEALTH CARE DELIVERY 

The health care delivery, sanitation and personal hygiene. When it comes to health care 

delivery, refugees are the most affected people, if a refugee is sick and went to a nearby 

clinic or hospital, he or she is not seen because refugee do not have the charged fees to 

pay as a result when such returns home, they eventually die of the illness. For this reason 

most refugees are afraid to go to hospital and died with the disease. This has been going 

on until by the help of Father Chris, through Ministerial Development and Relief 

Programme a clinic was built to the rescue of the refugees and save their lives by 

providing them with free health care. The Rod clinic has brought a great relief to the 



 

refugees.  A great burden has been taken off from the shoulders of the abandoned 

Liberian refugees, for they are now being treated free of charge as M.D.R.P. Shouldering 

the medical expenses of all the Liberian that attends the hospital on a daily basis.  Nine 

women have given birth at the Rod clinic, including two during this turbulent time of 

Covid 19.  Thank you Father Chris we are very grateful, may the Lord continue to bless and 

protect you and the Parish. 

“The most common diseases in THE REFUGEE CAMP include those endemic to sub-Saharan 
African countries, particularly: cholera, typhoid, pulmonary tuberculosis, anthrax, pertussis, 
tetanus, chicken pox, yellow fever, measles, infectious hepatitis, trachoma, malaria, HIV and 
schistosomiasis. Though not as common, other regularly treated diseases include 
dracunculiasis, dysentery, river blindness or onchocerciasis, several kinds of pneumonia, 
dehydration, venereal diseases, and poliomyelitis.  
Malaria and measles were the most common causes of premature death. In 1994, 70 percent of 
deaths in children under five were caused by an infection compounded by malnutrition.  A 2011 
report by the Ghana Health Service said that malaria was the primary cause of morbidity and 
about 32.5 percent of people admitted to Ghanaian medical facilities were admitted because of 
malaria.[10]  
The most recent report from the WHO in 2012 identifies the top causes of death in Ghana as 
lower respiratory infections (11%), Stroke (9%), Malaria (8%), ischemic heart disease (6%), 
HIV/AIDS (5%), preterm birth complications (4%), birth asphyxia and birth trauma (4%), 
meningitis (3%), and protein-energy malnutrition (3%).[11] The life expectance for women is 63 
years while for men, it is 60 years.[11] The Infant mortality rate is 41 out of every 1000 live 
births.[11]  
 
BY COMPARISON TO THE REFUGEE CAMP IT IS 49.25%  
Malaria 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, malaria was the third leading 
cause of death and accounted for 8% of all deaths in Ghana in 2012 despite the fact that 
malaria is preventable and curable.[11] Malaria occurs every year and affects people of all ages 
and demographics with women and children under 5 being the most vulnerable groups.[12] In 
addition, poor communities disproportionately are affected by infectious diseases when 
compared to wealthy communities due to lack of access to mosquito nets, adequate 
healthcare, and anti-malaria medication.[1] According to the 2014 Ghana Demographic and 
Health Survey, the prevalence of malaria in children ages 6 months to 5 years is 36%.[12] 
 
BY COMPARISON TO THE REFUGEE CAMP IT IS 67.5%  
 

RESCUE BY FATHER CHRIS  
 
These and many more alarming statistics in the refugee camp has been rescued by Giving 
Hands.  The Rod Clinic help built by Father Chris through Ministerial Development and Relief 



 

Programme has become the Centre of comfort for the refugees, treating them of all diseases 
including protecting them from Covid 19. 
Thank you once again and may the Lord bless you. 
 
 

 

SIX MONTHS AFTER TAKEN THIS PICTURE MARY BARCITUE DIED 

 



 

                                                                         MATTHEW APUCHO: 

  



 

   

 

   FATHER CHRIS BROUGHT HOPE TO THE SICK AT THE REFUGEE CAMP AND HAS NOW HELPED TO 

BUILT A CLINIC FOR ABANDONED LIBERIAN REFUGEES IN GHANA 

 We are very grateful to Father Chris for all you do to save lives and bring hope to the needy 

especially the abandoned Liberian refugees.  Please in humility I am kneeling in Christ name to 

beg and appeal to you and the Parish to continue their support to Ministerial Development and 

Relief Programme life changing program.  We are also appealing that more food be send as 

Covid 19 is plaguing the world and looking at the opened and unprotected refugee camp, 

refugee without any form of income, food will help them to stay safe home and not getting 

inflected and meeting their untimely death. We kindly request that food be send to help for the 

period of 12months as we can’t predict when Covid 19, will be eradicated as food during these 

turbulent times of the world history will save the lives of the refugees, once again with food the 

refugees lives as vulnerable refugees will be protected.  We are very grateful to you and the 

Parish for coming to our aid and rescue the refugees’ lives. 



 

 

Sincerely yours for Christ work, 

 

Your Son, 
George Bannerman, 
Executive Director 
Ministerial Development and Relief Programme 

 


