
Reopening Mass Phase I Procedures: Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s

Welcome to Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s Parishes. We’re excited to 
have you back to worship our Lord!  As we reopen our church in 
phases, we want to cover a few procedures necessary  to  minimize 
the spread of Covid19. Please read the following carefully.

Coming to Church

*Before you arrive for Mass, wash your hands. Please remember to 
wash your hands for 20 seconds with soap and water. 

*Those at least 7 and up, should wear a face covering. Please put your
mask or face covering on before exiting your car.  

*Try bringing your own hand sanitizer to use before and during Mass. 
We will try to have some located at the entrances. 

*Please don't exit your vehicle until 30 minutes before Mass begins. 
The main doors of the church will open 30 minutes prior to the start of 
Mass to ensure the pews and chairs have been cleaned with 
disinfectant.

*Only enter through the main entrance.  

*Available pews are marked by white bows. An usher will seat your 
household in the first available pew, beginning at the front of the 
church and proceeding to the back. 

If capacity in church has been reached before you enter

*Once capacity has been reached, a sign will be placed at the entrance
doors.

*Please connect to the live-stream, move your vehicle into the hall 
parking area, stay in your car, and participate by live-stream. 

*Plans are being made to provide an opportunity to receive Holy 
Communion for those who watch Mass via live-stream. 

*An usher will provide direction after all church attendees have left the
church grounds for you to receive communion. Detailed procedure will 
be coming soon.

*Please note, the halls will be closed and unavailable.



During Mass

Mass will proceed as normal, but a few things should be noted. 

*Keep your face mask on for the duration of Mass. 

*Collection baskets will be placed near the entrance before and after 
Mass. We strongly encourage you to provide your offering online. This 
information can be accessed on our website. If you need assistance, 
please contact the parish office. 
*No physical contact between households before, during, or after 
Mass. 

*There will be no sign of peace and we will not hold hands during the 
Lord’s Father.
*During the Communion Rite of the Mass, only Fr. Dariusz and the 
serving Deacon will receive communion. The vessels will be purified, a 
final prayer and final blessing given. Holy Communion will be 
distributed to everyone who is capable and desires to receive the 
Eucharist AFTER the conclusion of Mass.

Guidance for the Reception of Holy Communion

*After Final blessing: Please remain in your seat and kneel or be 
seated.  

*Brief directions about the receiving the Eucharist will be given. 

*The ministers of Holy Communion will come to you. 

*We ask that everyone kneel or sit, and using both hands to form a 
cup, place your hands on the seat in front of you.   This will make it 
easier for the minister to distribute communion and preventing an 
accidents. 

*After the host has been dropped into your hand, silently say Amen in
your heart, then lift your mask and consume the Body of Christ.   

*In silence, say your specific prayer of thanksgiving.

Departure from the church

*Once a complete row has received Holy Communion, there will be a 
moment for your private prayer.  

*The ushers will dismiss in an orderly fashion, starting in the rear of 
the church and moving forward. This will be similar to how you exit an 
airplane. You must exit your pew when prompted. 



*Prolonged prayer in the church is not available after Masses to ensure
the safest departure for everyone,  to allow the ministers to prepare 
for communion for our life stream participants and allow time to 
disinfect. 

*You can drop your weekly offertory as you depart in the basket.
*Please do not linger outside the Church or in the parking lots. 
Return to your vehicles and depart for home walking with the Body of 
Christ within you. We know everyone is excited to be back and see 
each other, but we need to respect the social distancing efforts as we 
slowly re-open.

*We will need time to prepare for the life stream partiscipants to 
receive Holy Communion. 

Church Cleaning Procedures

We will continue to implement cleanliness practices including pews 
between each Mass, bathrooms, door handles, and other frequently 
touched surfaces.

All volunteers, ushers, and staff must wear face masks, wash their 
hands frequently, and will be self-screening for COVID-19 symptoms. 
This follows the Governor’s guidance.

Dispensation and Other Items

Bishop Vasquez has dispensed the obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays and holy days of obligation during this time

If you are over the age of 65 or are part of another vulnerable group, 
please stay home and join us on live-stream for Mass.   We plan to 
have live-stream available online. The link will be on the church web 
page.

You are reminded to follow CDC recommendations. If you are sick, 
suspect your are sick, or don’t feel well, please stay home. 

We look forward to seeing you again soon. Together, we can keep 
people safer while we worship God at Mass.

Blessings, Father Dariusz, Deacons Roger and Alvin 
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