
GUIDELINES FOR THE USE OF THE CHURCH

We wish to congratulate and welcome you as you intend to celebrate your marriage in the 
context of the Church’s Liturgy at St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church in String Prairie.
As a reminder, St. Mary’s is a place of worship and should be treated with respect and 
reverence.

The decor of the church is a part of the atmosphere for a joyful wedding celebration. We wish to 
give couples as much freedom as possible in choosing decorations keeping in mind that they are 
working in a Sacred Space. When choosing a wedding date remember that the church will be 
decorated for liturgical seasons.  You are invited to work with the color appropriate for that 
season. You may not remove seasonal decorations or themes from the sanctuary area 
without prior approval from the wedding coordinator.  All furnishings in the church and 
sanctuary must remain as they are placed for weekend liturgies. Before decorating for your 
wedding, please contact the parish wedding coordinator, Tisha Evans 512-629-5975 to see if the 
church is being used for other celebrations. Weddings may not be Celebrated during Holy 
Week (Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday). During the seasons of Advent and Lent, 
there may be a restriction on the floral arrangements used at Mass. Please get prior 
approval of all decorations prior to scheduling during these liturgical seasons.

As a reminder, because the Church is a Sacred place, we ask that there be no food, drinks, 
tobacco, or gum in church. We also want you to be aware that flower petals, rice, confetti or 
bird seed may not be used in or outside the church. Please inform your wedding party and 
guests of these guidelines:

Candles: 

Use dripless, self-contained candelabras in the sanctuary. Tubed candles are preferred. If 
candles are used on the pews, they must be dripless and contained in a hurricane lamp. 
All candles are to have a plastic drip protector under the candle stand. You are 
responsible for the care of the floors. 

The Unity Candle is not part of Catholic Liturgical Tradition and may not be used.



Flowers: 

Again, keep in mind that the church will be decorated for the season. During the seasons 
of Advent and Lent, there may be a restriction on the floral arrangements. Your florist 
must follow parish guidelines.  

In attaching bows or flowers to the pews, NO TAPE OR TACKS OR STAPLES OF
ANY  SORT  MAY  BE  USED,  INCLUDING  MASKING  TAPE.  Pew  bows  and
flowers may be attached with ribbon, string or plastic clips that fit over the side of the
pew. Flowers may be placed in front of the ambo and in specified places in the sanctuary
(Altar area). Please consult with the parish wedding coordinator before placing flowers
in the sanctuary. Flowers may not be placed on the Altar nor may they be placed in a
way in which they obstruct the people’s view of the Altar nor may they be placed in a
way which would obstruct the tabernacle. The priest/deacon may move the flowers if
they are not placed in the appropriate place. Couples being married at St. Mary’s are
encouraged to leave the floral arrangements or a floral arrangement as an offering to the
Church. All flowers left as an offering will be used in the Sunday Masses following the
wedding. The church will be fully decorated with flowers and decorations on the two
weekends after Easter and after Christmas through Epiphany. These cannot be moved
nor may other flowers be added. However, with these decorations, no other flowers will
be needed. That means couples with weddings on those weekends will enjoy significant
savings from not having to purchase flowers. Flowers may also be presented by the bride
to the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary during the wedding Mass. Please be sure your
florist is informed of the above guidelines.  You may want to give them a copy of
this page. 

Appropriate Attire for the Wedding Party: 

Attire for the wedding party should be respectful of the church and sacrament.  Groom 
and groomsmen should be dressed in formal, semi-formal or business casual.  No 
shorts, sandals, “beach-wear”.  The bride and bridesmaids should wear dresses that 
cover the shoulders and that are not low-cut in the front nor the back. If dresses with 
straps or strapless dresses are chosen to be worn, all must wear a shawl to cover their 
shoulders during Mass. Dresses may not be shorter than to the top of the knee. 

Dressing Room: 

The bride may get dressed in the parish hall or religious education building based on 
availability.  It is recommended that you lock your purses and other valuables in the 
trunk of your car and not leave them in the church during the wedding. If St. Mary’s hall
is used it should be cleared of personal items and cleaned immediately following the 
ceremony. We may have another event or Mass following your wedding. For this 
reason, we request that you appoint someone to be responsible for checking these rooms
while the wedding pictures are being taken. 



Rehearsal: 

The rehearsal is very important for your wedding to go smoothly.  Your rehearsal will be
scheduled for one hour, usually the night before the wedding. This time is very precious 
so it is up to you to make sure the wedding party members arrive on time. Please ask the 
wedding party members, men and women, to dress appropriately for the rehearsal. No 
shorts please. Please ask them to arrive 15 minutes early. This will help lessen stress. All
principal members of the wedding party should attend the rehearsal. Confession may be 
available at the request of the couple. Once again, no food or drinks, including water 
bottles, are allowed in the church.

Photographs: 

Photographers and videographers are welcome during the wedding ceremony but they 
always remember that a church wedding is a Sacred ceremony. They must take care not 
to interfere with the religious nature of that ceremony. Photographers should arrive well 
ahead of time and consult with the presiding priest or deacon on his specific guidelines 
and requirements. Please inform friends and relatives that they may not take photos 
during the wedding ceremony. This will help maintain the sacredness of the ceremony 
and protect your official photos. Flood lights are not permitted during the ceremony. The 
photographer/videographer may never be in the sanctuary (the Altar area) during the 
ceremony. Pictures are usually taken immediately after the wedding. Therefore, the 
wedding party will need to return to the Altar area as soon as possible after the 
recessional. We ask that if poses with the priest or deacon are desired that they be taken 
first.  The entire picture taking session is to be completed in 30 minutes.  (It helps to 
have a pre-planned list of photos which you give to your photographer ahead of time.) 

Please be sure your photographer is aware of the above guidelines. You may 
want to give them a copy of this page. 

Music and Musicians: 

A church wedding is a sacred act of worship. All music must be sacred in nature and 
reflect the common faith of the whole Church.  The words of any vocal music used either
before or during the ceremony must reflect the context of faith. Songs that are secular in 
origin or which are simply about romantic love are better suited for the reception. All 
music to be used at a wedding ceremony must be approved by the priest or deacon 
presiding.

Do not overlook the effectiveness of congregational hymns as part of the ceremony. The 
singing of hymns by the congregation draws your guests into more active, meaningful 
participation. 



Music played before the wedding ceremony begins should be of a sacred nature. If there 
is a formal seating of the mothers, this will occur at the hour the ceremony is to begin. 
Appropriate music could be either a vocal or instrumental. A traditional selection would 
be either the Bach-Gounod or Schubert “Ave Maria.” 

The attendants and bride usually have an instrumental procession. Because of its secular 
nature and overuse in many areas other than the Sacrament of Matrimony, “Bridal 
Chorus” from Lohengrin (“Here Comes the Bride”) and Mendelssohn’s “The Wedding 
March” should not be used. Your organist/pianist can offer a number of other excellent 
alternatives for the procession. One recommendation is “Trumpet Voluntary” or “Jesu, 
Joy of Man’s Desiring.” It is recommended that the parts of the Mass be sung. The Lord’s
Prayer may be sung or said according to the wishes of the bride and groom. 

Permission for use of the choir loft, musical instruments and audio equipment must be 
received from the parish wedding coordinator and/or parish music director prior to the 
wedding.

If you have a specific request for a song or music, please discuss it with the 
priest. 

Please be sure your musicians are aware of the above guidelines. You may 
want to give them a copy of these guidelines. 

BUILDING USE FEES 

Church: 

For active contributing members of St. Mary’s there is a $200 fee required for the use of the 
church for a wedding to help cover cleaning and utility costs. For non-parishioners there is a fee 
of $500.00 to cover these costs.  Parishioners and non-parishioners are expected to leave the 
church clean, orderly and as they found it before proceeding to the reception.

Parish Hall: 

The Parish Hall is available for the reception following the wedding or as a location for 
your rehearsal dinner. For information regarding the rental of the hall, please contact 
Lindsey Saunders 512-332-6795.

Pre-Wedding Preparation: 

If required, St. Mary’s Parish Hall may be available for two hours prior to the wedding for use 
by the bridal party for final preparations. 
It is the bride & groom’s families’ responsibility to be sure these locations are cleaned, trash 
removed and all personal items retrieved.



May God bless you and guide you as you prepare for your life time commitment to one 
another and to God in the Sacrament of Matrimony.

Rental Agreement

Proposed date of Marriage:                                               Time:                                              

Rental fee:                                                  Date Received:                                                       

This is a binding contract. All revisions to this agreement must be approved by the Wedding Coordinator, 
made in writing on this document and signed by both parties. We have read and understand the wedding 
policies and procedures of St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church. 

We agree to follow these policies and procedures.

Bride/Groom’s Signature: _______________________________ Date: _________ 

Signature: _______________________________ Date: _________

Parish Representative: ___________________________________ Date: _________ 


