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SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2026
5th Sunday of Lent
Solidarity Sunday

As we approach the final stretch of Lent and prepare for
Holy Week, this Sunday’s readings invite us to take an
honest look at our lives and our relationship with God.

There is a clear movement throughout the readings, from
dryness and death to new life in the Spirit, to the powerful
truth that in Jesus, life has the final word.

The image of the dry bones in Ezekiel speaks to moments
of total lifelessness and despair, times when our faith
feels distant, when we feel disconnected, worn down, or
spiritually stuck. In those places, the reminder is that God
does not wait for us to have everything together. He is the
one who restores, who breathes His Spirit into what feels
lifeless, and who brings renewal where we may not see a
way forward. God promises to open what seems closed
and to bring life where there appears to be none, showing
that nothing in our lives is beyond His ability to restore.

The Responsorial Psalm echoes this trust: “With the Lord
there is steadfast love and great pow’r to redeem.” Lent
reminds us that God meets us where we are, offering
mercy that is both constant and powerful enough to lift us
up from the depths.

St. Paul reminds us that we belong to Christ and that the
Spirit of God dwells within us. The same Spirit who raised
Jesus from the dead is alive in us, shaping our choices,
our attitudes, and the way we see and treat others.

In the Gospel, Jesus raises Lazarus. He weeps with those
who mourn, showing His closeness to human suffering,
and then calls Lazarus by name: “Come out!” This
moment reminds us that God knows us personally and
meets us where we are. His call is not general but
directed to each of us, inviting us out of our own “tombs”
of sin, fear, exhaustion, or spiritual dryness, and into the
new life and freedom He desires for us.

This Sunday is also Solidarity Sunday (Development and
Peace), reminding us that our faith naturally extends
outward. We are invited to consider how our trust in God
is reflected in care for others, especially those who are
poor and vulnerable. It challenges us to grow in
awareness, generosity, and solidarity beyond our
immediate circumstances.

As we near Holy Week, may we hear Jesus’ call to come
out and trust Him to lead us into new life.

Grateful to journey in faith with you,
Jessica
(LEM for Parish and Family)
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/ OUR TEAM

Rev. Danny Santos, Pastor ext. 222
dsantos@dol.ca

Rev. Steve Eckert, Associate Pastor
ext. 223 seckert@dol.ca

Deacons:

Bryan Chevalier ext. 236 bchevalier@dol.ca
David Ducharme ext. 237 dducharme@dol.ca
Gary Flewelling ext. 235 gflewelling@dol.ca

Jessica Rodrigo, Lay Ecclesial Minister for
Parish & Family Ministry

ext. 226 jrodrigo@dol.ca

Alaina Thachuk, Lay Ecclesial Minister

for Youth Ministry ext. 245 athachuk@dol.ca
Derek Thachuk, Business Manager

ext. 240 dthachuk@dol.ca

Laurie-Anne Abraham, Administration and
Finance ext. 241 laabraham@dol.ca

Wendy Cunningham, Secretary

Qt. 200 wcunningham@dol.ca
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Office Hours-Tuesday toFriday 9 am-4 pm
Closed at Noonto1pm

Phone: 519-776-8483
Address: 146 Talbot St. S., Essex, ON N8M 1B4

Email Address: centralessexcatholic@dol.ca
Website: www.centralessexcatholic.dol.ca
Qxcebook: centralessexcatholic /
/ JOIN US FOR WEEKEND MASS AT \
St. John the Evangelist Church, Woodslee

Saturdays at 4:30 pm

Holy Name of Jesus Church, Essex

Saturdays at 6 pm

St. Mary Church, Maidstone

Sundays at 8:30 am

St. Clement Church, McGregor

Sundays at 9:45 am with Adoration 2-4 pm

Holy Name of Jesus, Essex

Sundays at 11 am

/




@\

Hearing Devices
Available

Handicap
Accessible

Monday, March 23rd at Noon at Holy Name of Jesus
Stations of the Cross and Confessions at 11:30 am
+Virgie Oriet - Estate
+Phil Burton - Bill & Kathy Market

Tuesday, March 24th at 7 pm at St. Clement
Adoration at 6 pm & Confessions at 6:15-6:45 pm
Stations of the Cross after Mass

+Noel Meloche =- Family

+John Martin - Shirley, Tim & Jeff Dufour
+Eleanor Snider - Charette Family
+Gerald Boussey - Paul Drouillard
+Leonard O'Neil - Dale & Marcella Martin
+Jacob Meloche - Jason & Heather Toth

Wednesday, March 25th at 9:30 am at St. John's
Stations of the Cross & Confessions at 9 am

Ints. of Lou - Ted & Mary Ellen Lemire

+Souls in Purgatory - Ted & Donna Murawski

+Dec. Mem. of K of C - St. John's Kof C

+Danielle Byrne - Dad & Mom

+Thomas Murawski - Family

+Angela Trepanier - Claire Renaud

Adoration at St. Clement from 2-4 pm

Thursday, March 26th at 9:30 am at St. Mary's
Stations of the Cross & Confessions at 9 am
Special Intentions - Friend
+Gerry Lavin - Agnes
+Norm Jobin - Flood Family
+Dec. Mem. of the Taiariol Family - Cesare

Friday, March 27th at 9:45 am at Holy Name of Jesus

Adoration at 8:30 am & Stations of the Cross after Mass
Ints. of Mary Lynn & the Cazabon Family - Mike & Lynn
Cincurak
+Special Ints. of Alex & Diane Begin - Friend
+Armand Poulin - Gerry & Pat Belanger
+Faye Rocheleau - Eric & Michelle Rousseau
+Barbara McNeely - Mike & Lynn Cincurak

Sat., March 28th at 8:30 am at Holy Name of Jesus
Confessions at 9 am & Stations of the Cross after Mass
Ints. of Fr. Danny Santos & Fr. Steve Eckert - Joann
Lavin
Ints. of Nick & LIsa and Sara Market - Mike & Lynn
Cincurak
Ints. for Peace in the World - Holy Name of Jesus CWL

+Leonard O'Neil - Laura Pope

+Steve Namespetra - Irene

anin & Barrette Families - Marcel & Carol

Blessing of Easter Baskets

A beautiful Easter tradition will take place this
year at St. John the Evangelist Parish. All are
invited to bring their Easter baskets to the
church for a Blessing of Easter Baskets on Holy
Saturday at 1:00 pm This custom comes from
Central and Eastern Europe, especially Poland,
where families bring baskets of food to church
on Holy Saturday to be blessed before the
Easter celebration. The blessed foods are then
shared as part of the family’s Easter meal,
reminding us that Christ’s Resurrection
sanctifies even the ordinary blessi ngs of daily
life. An Easter basket usually contains symbolic
foods such as:

Eggs - a sign of new life and the Resurrection
Bread — reminder of Christ, the Bread of Life
Meat or sausage - celebrating the end of the
Lenten fast

Salt - symbolizing preservation and God’s
covenant

Butter or lamb-shaped butter - representing
Christ, the Lamb of God

Sweets or cakes - celebrating the joy of Easter
Baskets are decorated with cloth and greenery
as a joyful sign of the new life Christ brings.

Bring your Easter basket and celebrate this
meaningful tradition as we prepare for the joy
of the Resurrection. All are welcome!
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/ Join us for N
HOLY WEEK

Holy Thursday, Apr 2
(incense used)
7pm at St John the Evangelist
followed by Adoration until Tlpm

Good Friday, Apr 3
Tpm at St John the Evangelist
Tpm at St Mary's
3pm at St Clement'’s
3pm at Holy Name of Jesus

Easter Vigil, Apr 4
(incense used)
8pm at Holy Name of Jesus

Easter Sunday, Apr 5
8:30am at St Mary's
9am at St John the Evangelist
10:30am at St Clement’s
\ Tlam at Holy Name of Jesus /




ALL DAY CONFESSIONS
Wednesday, March 25th 1lam-8pm at
Holy Name of Jesus Church. All are welcomed.

SPRING BASKETS RAFFLE
Holy Name of Jesus Mission Group is
having their annual spring baskets raffle on
March 21/22 and 28/29 after Mass in the Gather
Space. Please help support their charities.

ROLL UP THE RIM FOR LENT
The Essex CWL is collecting Tim Horton’s tabs
for free coffee /tea/donuts /muffins for the
Homeless Hub in Leamington. Please drop off
tabs in the Tim Horton’s box in the Gather
Space. Thank you!

CATHOLIC WOMEN'’S EASTER RETREAT
Friday, April 24" at 6 pm at Holy Name of
Jesus Church with Fr. Paul Kim. Hosted
by the Essex CWL. All are welcome!

ESSEX K OF C FISH FRY
Friday, March 27 from 4:30-7 pm at
Holy Name of Jesus parish hall. Tickets at the door.
Cash or Debit. Take out available. Cash bar.
All are welcome!

ST. MARY'’'S LENTEN CARD PARTY
Every Sunday during Lent at 7 pm
at St. Mary's Hall. $7/person.
Hosted by the St. Mary's Altar Society.
All are welcome!

TAKE-OUT HOMEMADE DINNERS
Order a homemade dinner from St. John'’s Hall
kitchen for take out on Saturday, March 28th.
Chicken & Sliders with salad, bun and dessert.

$20 /person. Contact Elaine BEFORE
March 25th 519-995-4928. Pick up your order
after 5:30 pm on March 28th at the hall.
Pre-orders only. Thank you!

HOMEMADE CARROT CAKE FOR EASTER
Order a delicious homemade 8" x 8"carrot cake
for $20. Contact Elaine BEFORE March 25th at
519-995-4928 and pick up on Friday, April 3rd
at 2 pm from St. John's Hall. Pre-orders only.

LENTEN LUNCH SERIES
Wednesday, March 25" at Noon at Christian Reform
Church with lunch to follow. Free will offering
appreciated. Everyone is welcome!
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QUEST - GRADES 3-5
Wednesday, April 8th at 7 pm

ROOTED - GRADES 6-8
Wednesday, March 25th at 7 pm
THRIVE - GRADES 9-12
TONIGHT Sunday, March 22nd at 7 pm

“TOTUS TUUS” YOUNG ADULT MEN

Wednesday, April 1st at 7pm
for 19-35 years old

“SET APART” YOUNG ADULT WOMEN

Wednesday, March 25th at 7pm
for 18- 40 years old

All groups meet at
Holy Name of Jesus Church.
Bring a friend!
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RUN FR. DANNY RUN!

Fr. Danny's next ¥2 marathon takes place on
Saturday, April 11™. He is raising money for
our Youth Ministry especially for our youth
attending the Conference in Stuebenville,

Ohio this summer. Envelopes can be found
at the back of each Church. Go Fr. Danny!

HOPE AND HEALING
Our Hope & Healing Ministry is offering Surviving
Divorce, a 12-week series beginning April 6.
Open to anyone separated or divorced —
recently or years ago — this program offers
hope and practical guidance grounded in
Catholic teaching. For details or to register, visit:
centralessexcatholic.dol.ca/hope-and-healing

CEMETERY CLEAN UP
Please remove all winter decorations by
Palm Sunday, March 29th from your
loved one’s graves at St. Mary's,
St. Clement, and St. John's cemeteries.
After then they will be respectfully
removed and disposed of. Thank you!

EASTER FLOWERS
If you like to donate towards Easter flowers
for your Church, please drop an envelop
marked Flowers in the collection basket.



McGregor

KnightsofColumbus
St.ClementCouncil2844
www.kofcmcgregor2844.com

KC MEETINGS - 1st Monday of the Month
Columbian HalliInformation

9560 Walker Road, McGregor
Tobook your event (up to 350 people)

Call 519 726 6494
FISH FRY - Every Friday 5pm - 7pm
BINGO - Every Tuesday 7pm
Eat In or Take Out
Lunch and Dinner Menus Available

Everyone Welcome!

COME JOIN US

ColumbianSquires
John Brazil Circle 1385

Celebrating Over50Years ofService
CatholicBoys Organization - Ages10-18

For furtherinfoplease call
Jason Renaud 519 919 3739

McGregor Medical

Guardlm 9558Cty. m’ ﬁfme‘r:(.ygor,ON

YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBOURHOOD PHARMACY!

© Addiction Treatment

*FREE custom medication packaging!

© FREE medication consultations!

o FREE DELIVERY CALL:

CALL OR STOPBY TO SEEWF&%Z&}Q/W&337)

9500 McGregor, ON
NOR 130

519726 6164
DEAN BONDY

TIps

SERVICE LTD.

Car & Small Truck Repairs

Safety & Annual Inspections - Tune-ups - Radiators
Computer Diagnostics - Brakes - Oil Changes
Batteries - Steering & Suspension - Fuel Tanks

Custom Exhaust Specialist

R, MARC GAGNON
- ‘%\3 Mail gsﬁ;‘agidem Rd. 11
GacEo all: 2519County Re-

. McGregor, ON
DEMOLITION: NOR 1J0
Tel: 519 726 5282

Cell: 519 796 6852
YARD LOCATION:

Charles Street, McGregor, ON

3560 Walker Road
Windsor, ON N8W 3S5
) 519 818 0767
REONSHEMETD  Www. surveyorsonsite.com
Chrlstopher OylerB.Sc.,Eng.,0.L.S..

Providing professional legalsurveyingservices,
property boundary retracements, building layouts,
topographic surveys and engineering services that

exceed client expectations

HEAVY TRUCK & TRAILER REPAIRS
SANDBLASTING & PAINTING
2119 CountyRoad15,Essex

519776 6473 www.lapain.ca

= CHUCK ROY

Converting TransactionsIntoRelationships

226 344 5482

2 Talbot Street South, Unit 2
Essex, ON N8M 1A7

T

e

info@chuckroy.ca L

MCGREGOR
SQUIRETTES OF MARY

9 Catholic girls 11-17

please join us for

FUN ® FRIENDSHIP ® TEAMWORK

Formore informationplease contact
Laura Belanger - Chief Counsellor 519 776 7972

COUNTY COATINGS

CUSTOM POWDER COATING SHOP

Transform Your Metalwith PrecisionandStyle!
Durable Coating: Rust —resistant, chip free, long-lasting.
* Unlimited Colours & Textures: Wider range off finishes.
: Expert Craftsmanship: Precision work by professionals.

From automotive parts to industrial equipment,
we providea durable , flawless finish.

Chris Dupuis 519 350 6819 FREE QUOTES

4985 Finn Line, Merlin
countycoatings@gmail.com

519 350 9254

Fred Martin Trucking Inc.
5197266251

3329 N. Malden  SAND
R.R.R. #2 STONE
Essex, ON GRAVEL
N8M 2X6 FILL

The only locally owned Essex . . io 08 Novama
“. iuneral & cremation | | CPtometric ’ 519-736- 2134
‘ service in Essex. __Clinic Phone: 519776 9900 | | Andrew Pannitton o Fiiioril Oscios
. Todd Wilb :
W Tony & Jenn de Ryk Dé‘r, l?ara ‘\;glnese Text: 226 776 9837 Bev Br;dgen ninis
KENNEDY Owners . , e Jdmes H Sutton Funeral Home
FE 519.776.7378 Email: sxopto@gmail.com )
www.kénneilyfhenm Website: www.essexoptometricclinic.com | | 5 ol e s e At

( lccr!zm@
: ﬁﬁi&t"mla rd Meloche

g rimeloche5%@hotmail.com
22672421

S19.972.1000

B 59 Eugenie St E. Windsor ON NEX 209
) d(‘("l’l’!(’b.’hl\.tt‘.‘l!l\'"ﬂﬂ'\

Honesty I Integricy | Frofessionalism

Ess&x Flgvver Bgsket

arycris & James Rudy

40 Talbot Street North
Essex,ONN8M 1A2

519776 5611 or 1 800 873 6854

Essex Mowurassextlowetbasketagsarving
Windsor & Essex County since 1972.
Let them be your first choice for flowers.

Theodore Kuzniak President

and Member of the Board of
Directors

m'ffu Email: ted@mtecontrols.com

5135 Hennin Dr Oldcastle, ON, NOR 1LO0
519 7377555Ext.32

www.mtecontrols.com
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ProTrades

PLUMBING » HEATING » COOLING = ELECTRICAL ‘}' rades)

GREG HUGGARD

5160 Hennin Dr. PH: 519 945 8800
Oldcastle, ON NOR 1L0 Cell: 519 790 9784
www.protrades.ca
Email: ghuggard@protrades.ca

Essex

KnightsofColumbus

Holy NameCouncil 3305
146 TalbotSt. S.

Essex, ON N9M 1B4

GrandKnight:DougBonneau
Email: grandknight3305@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER TO MAY
FISH FRIES &EVENTS

Due s information
Dennis Kiteley (Financial Secretary)
519-564-1065

CHARITY - UNITY

FRATERNITY- PATRIOTISM

Please support the advertisers who help make this bulletin possible. Let them know you saw their ad in our bulletin.
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