


          
PASTOR

Fr. Steven Bruno

frbruno@arch-no.org

PAROCHIAL VICAR
Fr. David Frank 

dfrank@arch-no.org

DEACON: Daniel Flynn

DEACON: Greg Flores

SECRETARY: April Wahl

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Paige Mosley

stritaharahan@arch-no.org

CRE: Erin Maffe

emaffe@arch-no.org

Youth Minister: Joseph Rivera

jrivera@arch-no.org

PRINCIPAL: Toni Ruiz

SCHOOL: 194 Ravan Avenue

737-0744

stritahar@arch-no.org

CAFETERIA: 737-2773

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE SICK & 
SHUT-INS
Holy Communion will be brought to the 

home. Please call the church office when 

someone is ill and unable to come to 

church, or when someone is in a 

hospital. Prayers may be requested for 

the sick and elderly.

ADORATION CHAPEL
Our St. Joseph Perpetual Adoration 

Chapel is located on the first floor of 

the Msgr. Champagne Complex on 

the corner of Jefferson Hwy. and 

Ravan Ave. and is open 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week. (For everyone’s 

safety, only assigned adorers are 

allowed entry with a key code 

between the hours of 6:00 pm and 

7:00 am) Prayerfully consider 

spending an hour a week with Our 

Divine Lord.  If you cannot commit to 

a specific hour, why not consider 

being a substitute? If you are 

interested, please contact the church 

office at 737-2915. 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING 
OF THE SICK
The sacrament is administered upon 

request to those near death, gravely 

ill, permanently handicapped, very 

elderly and those undergoing 

major surgery. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
3rd Sunday of each month following 

the 11:30 a.m. Mass. 

BAPTISM SEMINAR
Parents and Godparents are required 

to attend a baptism seminar held at 

7:00 p.m. the first Thursday of the 

month in the Mary Room at the 

rectory. Parents must attend the 

baptism seminar before their child 

can be baptized. 

SARAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made 6-8 

months in advance by the bride and 

groom in person. Call one of the parish 

priests before coming. Couples must 

attend one of the pre-marriage courses.

FUNERALS
The family of the deceased should 

consult one of the parish priests 

concerning the time and place of the 

funeral before making commitments 

with the funeral home.

NEWCOMERS
Welcome, we are happy to have you. 

Please fill out an application in the 

binder at the front entrance of the 

church.
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MASS SCHEDULE
Sat. Vigil: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. 

7:30 p.m.
Mon.-Fri.: 7:00, 8:30 a.m.
Saturday: 8:30 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 3:00-3:45 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:30-9:15 a.m. &

6:45-7:15 p.m.

Sign up to make a recurring 
automatic donation by going 
to StRitaHarahan.com where 
you will find a link to our 
Online Giving page or make a 
one time donation 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Twenty Ninth  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sat. Oct 21 , 4:00 pm Peter Vallelungo 

Whitney E., Gertrude R., Leslie J., Gina M. Esthey  

Gary Boihem J. Gayle Calongne 

Barbara Brehm Calongne Julie Ann Calongne 

Geraldine  C. Feugas Dorothy V. Calongne  

Virginia Carreca Marilyn G. Ledet  

Andrew Caleb Punch Joan Stock 

Gerald Solar Ellen Chapman 

Melissa Korn Aline Durel  

Pat Geier   

Sunday Oct. 22 , 7:30 am Earl & Catherine Makofsky 

9:30 am  Victor Marsiglia 

Mary Ann McKearan  Paul Wang, Sr.  

Monica Flick Randy Blaise 

Virginia Carreca Bob Illg 

Rose Velez Fr. Mark Beard 

Fritz Windhorst Gail P. Brown  

Bernice Peuler Pat Geier 

Fr. Albert Villosillo  

11:30 am Vincent George Vonderheide 

7:30 pm  Parishioners  

Mon. Oct. 23, 7:00 am Barbara Frederick 

8:30 am Alvin Reisgen 

Tues. Oct. 24, 7:00am Barbara Frederick 

8:30 am Lewis Landry—Healing 

Wed. Oct. 25,  7:00am Barbara Frederick 

8:30 am  Bonnie Correnti 

Thurs.  Oct. 26,  7:00 am  Barbara Frederick  

8:30 am Vernon Ferman 

Fri Oct. 27, 7:00 am Pat Geier 

8:30 am Ron Farber—Intentions  

Sat. Oct. 28, 8:30 am  Ron Farber– Intentions  

Sanctuary Lamp  
Parishioners 
Chapel Lamp  
Parishioners 

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time: 
  
In the Gospel today Jesus says: “Repay to Caesar what 

belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to 
God.” When God is the center of our lives 
there is no problem with giving others their 
due. 
Through your gift to the Society of St. Vincent 

de Paul you are helping your neighbor who is 
hungry, hopeless and frightened to know that they 

belong to God. 

Weekly Collection Totals  
Oct 15 
$21,450.20 

Oct 8 
$7,881.69 

Weekly Parish Expenses 
$14,945.60 

These Figures exclude extraordinary income & expenses 

Scripture Readings 
For the Week of October 22, 2023 

 
Sunday Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 45:1, 4-6; Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10; 1 Thes 1:1-
 5b; Mt 22:15-21 
 
Monday Memorial of Saint John of Capistrano, Priest 
 Rom 4:20-25; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; Lk 12:13
 -21 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Anthony Mary Claret, 
 Bishop 
 Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 
 10, 17; Lk 12:35-38 
 
Wednesday Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8; Lk 12:39-48 
 
Thursday Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Lk 12:49-53 
 
Friday Rom 7:18-25a; Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93, 94; Lk 
 12:54-59 
 
Saturday Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles 
 Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Lk 6:12-16 
 
Sunday Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Ex 22:20-26; Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51; 1 Thes 1:5c-
 10; Mt 22:34-40  

 

 

All Saints Day 
Holy Day of Obligation 

 

Oct 31 - 6:00pm Vigil 
Nov 1 - 7:00am 
              9:30am 

              12 Noon 
              7:30pm 
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St. Rita Harahan, Louisiana  Sunday October 22, 2023 

Sun. Oct. 22   2:30 pm Regia 

5:30 pm Confirmation Class 

Mon. Oct.  23 

Tues. Oct. 24 6:00 pm St. Vincent 

7:00 pm Prayer Class 

Wed.  Oct. 25 10:00 am St Joseph Meeting 

7:00 pm  Choir Practice 

Thur. Oct. 26 8:30 am School Mass K-7 

10:00 am Legion of Mary 

7:00 pm Silver Trotters 

7:00 pm Finance Talk 

Fri. Oct. 27 5:30 Fall Fest Setup 

Sat. Oct. 28 

Church office  Hours * Lunch 12:00 pm— 12:30 pm 

 Hours : 9:00 am—4:00 pm  

 Henry, John, Earl Deibel, Mary Ann Schmitt,   Catherine Kives, 

Willie “Bill” Wolverton,  John Paris, , Doris Portera,   Mary Dal 

Daigle, Virginia Stansbury , Fr. Randy Roux, Dc. Nolen LeBlanc, 

Joyce Harris , Pat Trahan, Dale Fishel, Jo Maraist, Mark 

Crawford, Lisanne Lightfoot,   Randy Smith, Gloria Krieger, 

Andrea Thomas, Diane Smith, Phil Crowson, Mary Morvant 

O’Neill, Edwyna Combe, Louis Jung, Jr., Letty Loomas, Harold 

Bartchy, Lena Sparacio, Deborah Mula,  Steve Bonnecaze, 

Deacon Gary Borne, Patricia Whetleman, Bobbie Ann 

Bergeron,  Caiden Reid, Jack Serigne, Josephine Piazza, 

Lindsey Collier, Charles Slocum, September Wang, Vincent 

Palestina, Judy Ewens Hof, Lois Dupuy, Andrea Glandt, 

Suzanne Unger, Linda Mayer, Robert Petty, Cynthia B. Farrara, 

Barbara Dziubla,  Henry Deibel,  Dora Higgins, Amanda 

Livaudais, Mr. Tim Smith Sr. & Family , Mr. Tim Smith Jr. & Family , 

Worley Parks, John Bel, Henry S. Tuminello, Rebecca Gandy, 

Joyce Benoit, Bridget Celestin, Robert Vallejo, Alicia Walker– 

Cole, Alvin M. Castay, Sr. , Hilda Orgeron, James McCilwain, 

Bob Velez, Beau & Trudy Barrett, Joseph McAdam, Leslie and 

Al Mendoza, Barbara Guidry, Louise Chapman, Tim Walker, 

Nellie Barsoza, Francis Parks , Little Bonnie, Joel Stansbury,  

Yvonne Rousset, Donald Geier, Dan Peeler, Rebecca Wahl, 

Betty Oneill, Paige Brock, Randy Sroeba , Kathy Livaudais, 

Charlotte Evola, Janet Wild, Fred Grilletta, John Johnson, 

Louella Lange, Laura Knipper, Gerard Tonglet, Elizabeth 

Bonnette, Sandra Caperino, August V. Cristina , Claude 

Barsoza, Mr. & Mrs. Peter Ward, Theresa Arroyo, Rodney Este, 

Sr., Philip Godbold, Gabriella Ogg & Baby Dominic, Tommy 

Woods, Bruce Perry, The Picou Family, Shelley Vathy, Melissa 

Korn, Tomalyn Disalvo, Marilyn Pankratz, Lee Belgarge , 

Stephen Parks, Angie Kimbell, Jolene Salito, Frances Kemp, 

Georg & Greg Fay 
Name will remain on the list for 6 weeks.  If at the end of 6 weeks you 
wish for them to remain on the sick list for 6 more weeks you must call 
the office.  This request must be made by the individual or an immediate 
family member.   

The October meeting for the Silver Trotters is scheduled for 

October 26th at 7:00pm in the gym. Doors open at 6:00pm. This 

meeting is a closed meeting for our members only. This is the 

31st Birthday for the organization and we are having a party 

with refreshments. For additional information please contact 

Louise Chapman at 504-737-3797. 

We have no meetings in November and December due to the 

holidays, but we still have scheduled the following activities. 

Mark your calendar so you don’t miss any of these activities. 

Weekend November 3rd, 4th, & 5th the St. Rita Fall Festival, 

Thursday, November 16th the Thanksgiving Luncheon, 

Saturday, December 16th the Christmas Luncheon and 

Thursday, December 28th the White Elephant Luncheon. All 

the luncheons are at Don’s Seafood Restaurant with doors 

opening at 11:00am and lunch starting at 11:30am. The New 

Year’s Luncheon is in the planning stages. More detailed 

information about these luncheons will be available at the 

October meeting. 

A Statement from Archbishop Aymond 
on the War in Israel  

We awoke on Saturday in great shock at the vicious 

attacks on innocent men, women, and children in Israel 

by Hamas. We as the Catholic community of the 

Archdiocese of New Orleans are united in prayer with all 

people of goodwill everywhere for all those who lost their 

lives, and for the consolation of their families. We also 

pray for the swift return of all those who are being held 

hostage, for their swift return unharmed. 

We pray also for the many innocent Palestinian men, 

woman, and children who stand to suffer in this 

atmosphere of violence. May there soon be a just and 

lasting peace in the land holy to three religions, Judaism, 

Christianity, and Islam.  

In the words of Pope Francis, “let the attacks and 

weapons cease, please, because it must be understood 

that terrorism and war bring no solutions, but only the 

death and suffering of many innocent lives. War is a 

defeat; every war is a defeat. Let us pray for peace in 

Israel and Palestine."  

Formation Workshop 
Presented by the Archdiocesan Commission 

of Person with Disabilities  

Saturday, November 4, 2023 8:30am—11:30am 
St Catherine of Siena Church  

Contact Ann Lupo 504-275-7508 
Reply by October 30th 

*can be attended via ZOOM

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Twenty Ninth  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

As mentioned in the pulpit announcements at Mass, our new 

pews are now being manufactured and should arrive in Febru-

ary. To make room, we will sell off most of our existing pews, 

which are the original pews of St Rita when the church was 

built in 1962. (Some we will auction off at Fall Fest and some 

we’ll use here on campus) You can own a piece of history and 

bring one of these pews to enhance your patio or make a ‘house 

chapel’ of sorts where you can pray in the same seats where 

you sit for Mass!!!! There are a limited number of pews, so we 

will reserve them on a first come, first serve, basis beginning 

Oct 18. If you call before that, we will ask you to call back on 

Oct 18 so please wait until then to call the parish office at 504-

737-2915. You will need to arrange to have the pew picked up

and brought to your home sometime in January (we will an-

nounce the dates for removal when we get a more clear under-

standing about the completion of the new ones)

NEW UP DATE:

Here are the specs: the pews are 22.5” wide (from back to

the front of the seat) and 33” tall. The length varies…. We 

have 34 of the small pews located on the side walls that are 

7’ long at $275 a piece. We have 49 of the large pews in 

the two middle sections that are 17’ long. We are request-

ing $350 a piece. However, once the 34 small pews are re-

served, we will gladly alter the 17’ large pews to make 

smaller 8 ½’ pews at your request. These special requested 

pews will be $300 a piece. 

I addition to pews being sold, a wonderful benefactor used 

some of the broken pews to make crosses and pens with 

varied stains. These will be on sale at Fall Fest, along with 

some slates from the old roof, in the Auction booth!! 

Would you like a piece of St. Rita 

History in your home or office? 

Friends, 

Whether or not the weather knows it, according to the calendar the 
season of autumn is here, which to me means one thing: everyone's 
favorite H word… yep, you guessed it… hiking! No? Maybe that's just 
me; maybe your mind went, not to hiking, but to Halloween. Here in the 
United States, it has become a holiday centered around candy, 
costumes, the scary and the macabre, but also unfortunately at times the 
occult or diabolical. Some claim that the holiday is of pagan origin and 
are happy about that; others claim that Halloween is of pagan origin and 
thus is evil and should be rejected. But did you know that Halloween 
actually just comes from All Saints Day? It's the eve, the night before 
All Saints Day (November 1st) which used to be called All Hallows 
Day… so the eve before would be called "All Hallows Eve", or 
"Halloween" for short! Just like Christmas Day and Christmas Eve. 

"But wait, Fr. David! If it comes from All Saints, why is Halloween all 
about scary things nowadays?" Well, there are a lot of answers to that, 
but the first thing to know is that All Saints Day and the day after (All 
Souls Day, November 2nd) are about people who are no longer in this 
world, which means they have DIED. So it's the perfect time to 
remember the reality of death and our own mortality… hence all the 
skeletons, ghosts, and tombstones on Halloween. So that's where the 
scary vibe of Halloween comes from. Of course, vampires, zombies, 
superheroes and villains, werewolves, monsters, cowboys, witches, and 
jack-o-lanterns have very little to do with the true meaning of 
Halloween, but you can see how the Catholic meaning faded, while the 
themes of dressing up, fear, and death have remained. 

Unfortunately, the evil one never rests from opposing or making a 
mockery of what is sacred. What should be a harmless if not sacred 
celebration often gets poisoned these days by the glorification of evil 
and even the inclusion of occult practices under the guise of spooky 
fun. We really need to be extra careful about how we celebrate 
Halloween and how our kids participate in the festivities. Anything 
having to do with ouija boards, pentagrams, witchcraft, seances, crystal 
balls, or other occult items or activities must be ABSOLUTELY 
AVOIDED and rejected by Christians. These are not harmless fun but 
actually open us to the influence of evil. The devil is real, and people 
who create these items and activities do so with the intention of inviting 
the influence or power of dark spirits, whether or not they would 
actually call it the devil. So even if your kids aren't calling upon Satan 
when they play with an ouija board from Barnes & Noble, they are 
being exposed to the possibility of inviting demonic presence into their 
lives. It's 100% not worth it. On the other hand, if you dress up as 
Edward the sparkly vampire from Twilight, you're probably not opening 
yourself to any evil spirits; you're just being a blockhead like Charlie 
Brown who cut out 8 or 9 eyeholes in his ghost costume. Which you're 
more than welcome to do. 

This isn't just the "satanic panic" of the 80's, folks; the devil is real, and 
any seeking of power or knowledge from the spiritual world that is not 
from God or angels or saints (in other words, the good spirits) leaves 
only one option: evil spirits. If you have done this in the past, don't 
freak out, but just go to confession as soon as you can. It's a serious 
offense against the first commandment, but God's mercy is stronger 
than any influence of evil spirits. As long as you cling to Him and not to 
the occult or sinful, you will be fine. 

So if a Catholic chooses to celebrate Halloween, what might that look 
like? Well, it's certainly NOT dressing up in a sexy or sacrilegious 
costume, like a sexy nurse, a demon priest, or a pregnant nun, or putting 
out sacrilegious decorations of Jesus or the devil, and pretending they're 
just funny or harmless. If there are any such decorations or activities, 
we need to stay far away from them and keep our kids away as well. 
There is an event called Fear Fest on the Northshore which was going 

to bring in all sorts of people involved in paranormal investigations, 
witchcraft, and other related activities, and much of that can be 
superstitious or downright demonic… not an innocent trunk or treat, 
that's for sure. Hopefully it's a flop and they don't continue to host it. 

Of course not every scary costume glorifies evil, but let's try glorifying 
God for a change! Consider dressing your kids up as a saint! (Costumes 
of martyrs can get pretty scary too… like St. Lucy with the two eyeballs 
on a plate, or St. Sebastian with arrows sticking out of his side!) Scary 
or not, if our kids wear costumes of saints, not only will those kids learn 
more about the stories of these actual real life superheroes, but they can 
also tell those stories to others who ask! Let's be done with the 
glorification of evil and playing around with darkness and the occult, 
and instead promote the true meaning of Halloween, which is that death 
comes for us all and yet we are meant to be saints who share in Jesus' 
victory over death! All you holy men and women, Saints of God, pray 
for us!  

May God bless you all, 
Fr. David  
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St. Rita Harahan, Louisiana  Sunday October 22, 2023 

Sponsor Information  
Hole Sponsor  $50.00 

St. Rita Sponsorship $100.00 
Tournament Sponsorship $250.00 
Leadership Sponsorship $500.00 

Dear St. Rita family, 

Do you know anyone who has hiked the Appalachian Trail? The 
whole thing takes between five and seven months and costs each 
hiker around $1,000 a month (probably more now, considering the 
price of groceries nowadays). A five to seven month mountain 
hike is no joke. And it matters what kind of food you’re taking 
with you as you hike. Is it going to sustain you in the wilderness? 
You wouldn’t attempt this hike with a backpack full of lettuce! 
Y’ALL: AS CATHOLICS, IN TODAY’S WORLD WE WILL 
NOT PERSEVERE IN LIVING OUR FAITH WITHOUT THE 
EUCHARIST EVERY SUNDAY AND HOLY DAY OF 
OBLIGATION! We just won’t. Our spiritual journey will come to 
a halt, leaving us stranded in the mountains. 

But because spiritual starvation doesn’t cause our bodies to die 
yet, when we’re not receiving communion, we find ways to ignore 
the fact that we are completely spiritually depleted and have no 
strength to follow Jesus, especially when it’s a hard trek. We have 
no food for the journey, so we barely even get started, and then we 
tell ourselves it’s not for us, it’s just for other holy church people. 
“I’m spiritual, not religious. It’s not really my thing.” News flash: 
it is for you, and if there is some reason you can’t receive 
communion, I beg you: call me or Fr. Steve and let’s meet to 
discuss it, so we can work out how you can start receiving this 
indispensable food for the journey. Otherwise, just go to 
confession and then start going back to communion! Eternal life is 
at stake here! We exhaust ourselves for hours every week to 
collect a paycheck, and yet that’s a total waste if we don’t give 
that Sunday hour to worship and receive the Bread of Eternal Life! 
To lose that eternal life makes nothing else in life worth it. We 
claim to look forward to being with God and our loved ones in 
eternal life; are we willing to throw that (and them) away, just 
because we are discouraged about going to Sunday Mass every 
week? 

This month’s video starts a little differently, with a very moving 
personal story. Even if you haven’t had time to watch any of the 
previous videos, at least watch the opening five minutes of 
Episode 3 of Presence, titled “Bread for the Journey.” You don’t 
have to catch up on the other videos if you don’t have time. The 
videos are at Formed.org, which is available to you for free by 
FIRST going to formed.org/signup and creating a free account 
(which barely takes 2 minutes to do). Then search for “Presence” 
or go to watch.formed.org/presence, OR scan this handy QR 
code with your phone’s camera and watch the videos on your 
phone (after you sign in). This month, let’s all 
watch Episode 3, and let our devotion to Jesus 
in the Eucharist be renewed! 

God bless y’all! 
Fr. David  
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Linzy Roux, REALTOR®

Ofc: 985-764-6528
Cell: 504-430-2443

lroux@latterblum.com
3 River Briar Ct., Destrehan

Parishioner

ory Ave e
504.405.3236

Mention this ad
for 1/2 off an

appetizers

Mon./Tues. 11am - 2pm -  Wed./Thurs./Fri. 11am - 7pm

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2023 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52890712
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52890308
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52890122
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52891202
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52890494
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52893192
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52890513
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52890118
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52891592
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52891019
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52890423
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52890323
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52890523
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52890223
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52890623
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=52891808

