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The First Sunday in Advent 

The Advent wreath is part of our long-standing Catholic tradition.                             

The symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The wreath is made of various    

evergreens, signifying continuous life. Even these evergreens have a traditional    

meaning which can be adapted to our faith: The laurel signifies victory over          

persecution and suffering; pine, holly, and yew, immortality; and cedar, strength and 

healing. Holly also has a special Christian symbolism: The prickly leaves remind us of 

the crown of thorns. The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end,        

symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life 

found in Christ. Any pine cones, nuts, or seedpods used to decorate the wreath also 

symbolize life and resurrection. All together, the wreath of evergreens depicts the 

immortality of our soul and the new, everlasting life promised to us through Christ, the 

eternal Word of the Father, who entered our world becoming true man and who was 

victorious over sin and death through His own passion, death, and resurrection. 

The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent Three candles are purple and one 

is rose. The purple candles in particular symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory 

sacrifices and goods works undertaken at this time. The rose candle is lit on the third 

Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears rose vestments at Mass; Gaudete 

Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of 

Advent, when their preparation is now half over and they are close to Christmas. The 

progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding 

our Lord’s first coming into the world and the anticipation of His second coming to 

judge the living and the dead. 

The light again signifies Christ, the Light of the world. Some modern day adaptions 

include a white candle placed in the middle of the wreath, which represents Christ and 

is lit on Christmas Eve. Another tradition is to replace the three purple and one rose 

candles with four white candles, which will be lit throughout Christmas season. 

In family practice, the Advent wreath is most appropriately lit at dinner time after the 

blessing of the food. A traditional prayer service using the Advent wreath proceeds as 

follows: On the First Sunday of Advent, the head of the family blesses the wreath, 

praying: O God, by whose word all things are sanctified, pour forth Your blessing upon 

this wreath, and grant that we who use it may prepare our hearts for the coming of 

Christ and may receive from You abundant graces. Who lives and reigns forever. 

Amen.” He then continues for each of the days of the first week of Advent, O Lord, stir 

up Your might, we beg You, and come, that by Your protection we may deserve to be 

rescued from the threatening dangers of our sins and saved by Your deliverance. Who 

lives and reigns forever. Amen.” The youngest child then lights one purple candle. 

During the second week of Advent, the father or mother prays: O Lord, stir up our 

hearts that we may prepare for Your only begotten Son, that through His coming we 

may be made worthy to serve You with pure minds. Who lives and reigns forever. 

Amen.” The oldest child then lights the purple candle from the first week plus one 

more purple candle. 

During the third week of Advent, the head of the family prays: O Lord, we beg You, 

incline Your ear to our prayers and enlighten the darkness of our minds by the grace of 

Your visitation. Who lives and reigns forever. Amen.” The mother then lights the two 

previously lit purple candles plus the rose candle. 

Finally, the father prays during the fourth week of Advent, O Lord, stir up Your power, 

we pray to You, and come; and with great might help us, that with the help of Your 

grace, Your merciful forgiveness may hasten what our sins impede. Who lives and 

reigns forever. Amen.” The father then lights all the candles of the wreath. 

Since Advent is a time to stir-up our faith in the Lord, the wreath and its prayers pro-

vide us a way to augment this special preparation for Christmas. Moreover, this good 

tradition helps us to remain vigilant in our homes and not lose sight of the true meaning 

of Christmas. 

I pray that you all will have a blessed Advent Season this year. 

Your humble servant in Christ, Fr. Peter 

Monday, November 30, 2020 

5:30 p.m.   Andrew Donovan 

Tuesday, December 1, 2020 

8:00 a.m.   Lynch Family Intentions 

Wednesday, December 2, 2020 

8:00 a.m.   +Kathy Adamski   

Thursday, December 3, 2020    

5:30 p.m.     St. James Parishioners 

Friday, December 4, 2020 

8:00 a.m.      +Mary DeVaney 

Saturday, December 5, 2020 

8:00 a.m.      +Paola Guevara 

4:30 p.m.      +Pedro and +Julia Vega 

Sunday, December 6, 2020  

8:30  a.m.      +Stella Russo (5th Anniversary) 

11:30 a.m.     +Joseph A. Koletar 

6:00 p.m.       +Nell Shea 

 

PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING:  

SEVEN DAY VIGIL CANDLES: 12/6/20-12/12/20 

Church: Those Suffering From Depression 

Chapel:  For Peace 

CHAPEL INTERCESSORY CANDLES:    

Candles will burn for the following  intentions:   
Candle # 1    Empathy 

Candle # 2:   For the prayer intentions submitted 
through  on-line giving 

† Confessions †                                          

NOTE: Because of the Coronavirus Crisis all 

confessions will be Drive-thru and will take 

place weather permitting. 

Saturdays, 12:15 pm - 1:30 pm 



PARISH NURSE: If  you would like to meet with a 

Parish Nurse, please call Margie Balint at 203-378-3081  

Centering Prayer 
 Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. If you are interested in 

joining us to pray together virtually, please contact 
Mary Merly at mary.merly@sjssct.org. 

 

Mike Perille,Thai 

Nguyen, David 

Lathlean, Andrew 

Donovan, Lucas McHale, Ann Mortin, Robert 

Ramos, James Almeida, Bryan Barry, Liam 

Wiederkher, Terrence Tomasko, Gayle Bonavita, 

Roger Raymonad, Joseph Senteio, Luz Rivera, 

Wanda Rivera, Mary Jane Connell, Bernadette 

Jennings 

 

Faithfully Departed:   

Faith Formation (Religious Ed) 
 

Registration is now open for Faith Formation 
(religious ed.), which will continue as a remote  

learning, Family Formation model for the remainder 
of 2020. Please visit our website at 

 www.stjamesstratford.com/religious-education  
for more information and online registration and  

payment. 
 

First Communion and Confirmation registration will 
be open at the start of 2021. Students in grades 1-8 
who need First Communion preparation will need to 

register for regular religious ed. at this time. High 
school students receiving Confirmation this year do 

not need to register at this time. 

Beloved Sons—Jim Travers,   
Bob Carriero,  Tom Gilbertie,  
 Jeff Noccioli,  Mike Curran 

 

Reluctantly we had to cancel the most recent Beloved Sons 
gathering due to the rise in  concerns about Covid and safety in 
any gatherings. Hoping upon hope that things will improve and 
we get back on track with our December gathering...scheduled 
now for Saturday, December 19. We meet on the 3rd Saturday 
of every month at 6:30 AM, inside at the parish center. In order 

to facilitate better social distancing we'll gather downstairs 
where there is plenty of room to not only break open the gospel 
for that weekend (LK 1:26-38) which will be the 4th Sunday in 
Advent. Can you think of a better way to spend some special 
time just before Christmas by sharing God's word, our own 

stories and a  hot cup of coffee. Any questions, call/text      
(203-526-4105) or e-mail (jfxtjr@sbcglobal.net) Jim Travers. 

We look forward to seeing you.  

 

Advent Prayer 

Week 1, Hope 
Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy world. This Advent, 

help us slow down, listen to your voice, and focus on what’s 
really important. We place our hope in you as we prepare our 

hearts to celebrate your birth on Christmas. Amen. 

Weekly Offertory (for week of 11/15/2020) 

 

                                                    11/15/2020      11/17/2019 

In Church Collections..................$ 4,263.25     $   6,865.48 

EFT............................................. $ 1,667.15     $   2,169.36 

Online Giving..............................$ 2,476.00     $   1,395.00 

                                                    ========       ======== 

Weekly Total............................$   8,406.40      $ 10,429.84 

Rite of Chistian Initiation of Adults 
 If you or someone you know is interested in        

becoming a member of the Catholic Church, please 
contact Betsy Redgate at 203-375-5887, ext. 102 or 

visit bredgate.stjamesparish@gmail.com for         
information. 

St. James Women’s Ministry 
Virtual Advent Retreat: Becoming Light! 

Saturday, December 12, 10a.m.-12:p.m. Join with us 
to explore how we can become the best possible  

version of ourselves and then respond to God’s call 
to bring light into a very dark world! 

Register by contacting 
bredgate.stjamesparish@gmail.com.  

mailto:mary.merly@sjssct.org
http://www.stjamesstratford.com/religious-education
mailto:bredgate.stjamesparish@gmail.com
mailto:bredgate.stjamesparish@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Do you want to become a member of St. James? 

If you do, then please complete the following and  

deposit in the offertory basket 

 

Name ______________________________________ 

 

Address  ____________________________________ 

 

City ________________________________________ 

 

State __________     Phone _____________________ 

 

Email_______________________________________ 

 

Comments ___________________________________ 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Solar Energy Stewardship Program 

 
Are you paying too much for your electricity? Do you want to 
save money on your electricity bills ? We have solution for 

you - go solar with Trinity.  

Make an appointment with Trinity Solar to get your questions 
answered and to determine if you qualify for solar program. 

Call 1-800-655-2500 or go to www.gotrinitysolar.com/sjrc 

Please inform Trinity that you use Saint James Roman 
Catholic Church Solar Stewardship Program.  

Trinity will pay Saint James Church $1,500 for each         
successful installation of solar system in this Solar         

Stewardship Program at no cost to you. 

Why not save money for you and your family?  At the same 
time, raise fund for your church without taking money out of 
your pocket.  Best of all, you make a positive impact to our 

environment for years to come. 

Advent Missals and Prayer Aids  
will be available at entrance to church  

beginning this week. 

           Social Outreach 

Toys & Games for Boys & Girls 

 

No question, this has been a difficult year and 

as Christmas approaches we would like to     

collect toys and games for kids in 

need. Unfortunately, there are families in our 

parish or close by who will not be able to buy 

gifts for their children.  Here is our chance to 

step up.  If you would like to make someone's 

Christmas brighter this year please consider  

donating toys and games.  You can drop off 

your donations at the parish center.   

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

   

 

Especially during this time of Corona Virus, our   

parish relies on support of everyone in our parish to 

help us further our mission.  We are blessed that 

there is an easy way for all of us to recommit      

ourselves to supporting St. James through       

Online Giving.  Enrolling in Online Giving will       

simplify your monthly budgeting while also          

providing St. James with consistent reliable support 

for our parish family.  If you have not signed up yet, 

it’s easy to get started.  Just go to 

www.stjamesstratford.com and click the Online  

Giving icon on the home page. 

http://www.gotrinitysolar.com/sjrc
http://www.stjamesstratford.com


See a face, learn a name, 

 share a story… 

love one another! 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS 

Monday & Thursday: 5:30 p.m. (indoors 
and livestream) 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 8:00 a.m. 
(indoors and livestream) 
Saturday:  8:00 a.m. (indoors and 
livestream) 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:30 p.m. (indoors) 
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 
(outdoors)  6:00 p.m (indoors) 
 
 

Confession 
 Saturdays (12:15-1:30) drive-thru 
 
 
 
 

PARISH CENTER CHAPEL 

 The Chapel is currently closed 
 
 
 

 PARISH CENTER HOURS 

The Parish Center is currently 
closed.  If you need assistance 

please call 203-375-5887 

 
 

 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Please call the Parish Center 

Sunday, November 29, 2020 

1st Reading: IS 63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2
-7 

2nd Reading: 1 COR 1:3-9 
Gospel: MK 13:33-37 

 

Sunday, December 6, 2020 
 

1st Reading:  IS 40:1-5, 9-11 
2nd Reading:  2 PT 3:8-14 

Gospel:  MK 1:1-8 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Parish Pastoral Assistant:  Deacon Joe Koletar 

Trustees:  Chad Betz, Luca Servino 

Pastoral Council:  Ruwani Williams 

Finance Council: Chad Betz—chadcbetz@gmail.com   

Safety Committee: Jack Cratty   

OUR MINISTRIES 

Adult Pastoral Ministry 

Ministry with Men: Jim Travers, Bob Carriero, Tom Gilbertie,  
            Jeff Noccioli and Mike Curran 

Ministry with Women: Angie deMello and Mary Tesla   

Communal Prayer Worship 

Music Ministry/Organist:  John J. Masi, Jr. 

Liturgical Environment:  Michele Hoekenga 

Pastoral Services 

Lifelong Formation: Betsy Redgate -        
 bredgate.stjamesparish@gmail.com 

Principal St. James School:  Jack Lynch 

Ministry with Teens: Bob Nagy and Karen Smith 

Ministry with  Sick & Shut-Ins: Pat Stockdale 

St. James Prison Ministry: Denis Granado - denis.granado@gmail.com 
   and Mary Tesla 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Mary Perille and Mercy Ingersoll 

Gratitude Ministry: Suzanne Smith, Ligia Masilamani                          
and Jane Vigliotti 

Respect Life:  Joe Sullivan 

Digital Ministry:  Tonya Overby 

Religious Education:  Maria Aguirre 

Social Outreach:  Jim Hodska 

 

Support Services 

Stewardship: David Zamachaj -                                                                                                                                                                      
 David.Zamachaj@stjct.org  

Business Manager: Natalia Zamachaj—
 nszamachaj.stjamesparish@gmail.com 

Business Office:  Dolores Lathlean 

 

mailto:chadcbetz@gmail.com
mailto:DZamachaj@saintjameschurchstratford.org

