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5th Sunday in Lent 

                      
CHANGE OUR HEARTS 

My Dear Friends in Jesus Christ, 

Change our hearts this time, 

Your word says it can be. 

Change our minds this time 

Your life could make us free. 

We are the people your call set apart, 

Lord, this time change our hearts. 

I’ve always loved this song by Rory Cooney, and I think it is a wonderful 

prayer to pray on the fifth Sunday of Lent. We certainly need the change of 

heart—each of us individually, and as a church, a nation, and citizens of our 

world. I don’t need to catalogue all the things that we need to change. Maybe 

it’s enough just to quote some lines from Pope Francis’ book, Let Us 

Dream (NY: Simon & Schuster, 2020): “How will we deal with the hidden 

pandemics of this world, the pandemics of hunger and violence and climate 

change? . . . This is a moment to dream big, to rethink our priorities—what 

we value, what we want, what we seek—and to commit to act in our daily life 

on what we have dreamed of.” Dream. And pray for a change of heart. 

How does God change our hearts? It’s subtle ways, more like a dance! God—

the Spirit, actually—makes the first move, of course, putting the desire for 

change in our hearts, that restlessness of heart that St. Augustine famously 

wrote about. Through the church, the Spirit gives us a time like Lent, a time 

when we are surrounded by scripture texts and communal practices that call 

us to change. Gradually, gradually, the Spirit begins to work. 

Jesus says only if a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies can it yield an 

abundant harvest. Only if we stop clinging to our life and let it go will our 

lives actually flourish. Only if we, like Jesus, open up to our suffering will we 

actually be able to get through it. As we open up and begin to follow Jesus 

more closely in service and various spiritual practices—join in the dance—

are our hearts “tendered.” And when that happens the Spirit is able to change 

our hearts. God never works without our cooperation, but ultimately that 

working is God’s work. We are able, then, to look upon the cross and be 

drawn into the life of Jesus. 

It is this being drawn into Jesus’ life that is the point of Lent. As we move 

toward the climax of Lent on Passion/Palm Sunday next week, and then into 

Holy Week and the Triduum, we can participate in the Paschal Mystery with 

our whole hearts, hearts now tendered and changed by the Spirit’s grace and 

love. 

Change our hearts this time! Your word says it can be. 

Your humble servant in Christ, Fr. Peter  

Monday, March 22, 2021 

5:30 p.m.   Ana Dos Santos 

Tuesday, March 23, 2021 

8:00 a.m.   +Jack Williamson 

Wednesday, March 24, 2021 

8:00 a.m.    +Taylor Melissa Daniels 

Thursday, March 25, 2021    

5:30 p.m.    +Isabelle Detje 

Friday, March 26, 2021 

8:00 a.m.     +Jean Delapaz 

Saturday, March 27, 2021 

8:00 a.m.     +Cynthia Marie Stone 

4:30 p.m.     +Shirley Ostrowski 

Sunday, March 28, 2021  

8:30  a.m.    +David Riordan, Sr.  

11:30 a.m.   +Bill and +Rhina Carmona 

6:00 p.m.     St. James Parishioners 

 

PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING:  

SEVEN DAY SACRISTY CANDLE: 3/21/21-3/27/21 

Church: For Unconditional Love 

Candles will burn for the following  intentions:   

Candle # 1    Peace 

 

Please contact Noranne in the Parish Center to request. 

† Confessions †                                           

NOTE: Because of the Coronavirus Crisis all       

confessions will be Drive-thru  

Saturdays, 12:15 pm - 1:30 pm 

Tuesdays, 7:00 pm-8:00pm 

(or by appointment) 



Centering Prayer 
 Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. If you are interested in  

joining us to pray together virtually, please contact 
Mary Merly at mary.merly@sjssct.org. 

 

Mike Perille,Thai 

Nguyen, David 

Lathlean, Andrew 

Donovan, Lucas McHale, Joseph Lisboa & Mohini 

Monteiro, Antonio Ortiz, The Nedonca Family, Tom 

Rogers, Awilda Lopez, Mary Perante, Mary Louise 

Rodrigues, Jessica Mages, Mason Sims, James R. 

Birge, Bernadette Jennings, Jose L. Ramos, Edwina 

& George Thompson, Toi & Grace Gomes, Chanelle 

Diaz, Edmund & Andrea Ramos, Peter Soares, Noah 

Musto 

 

Faithfully Departed:   Jack Williamson 

                                      Joyce Paci 

We Stand With Christ – Update  
You have all probably been wondering ‘Whatever       

became of my donations to the Diocesan Capital      

Campaign (We Stand With Christ)? It’s been two years 

and we haven’t heard anything.’  

Last month St. James received notification that our 

first quarterly payment for the last quarter of 2020 in 

the amount of ($14,237) from the We 

Stand With Christ (WSWC) campaign will be paid to 

us shortly. The first of many!  

THANK YOU! ** THANK YOU! ** THANK YOU!  

It is because of your generosity that we are now going to 

receive distributions from WSWC to help us address 

items related to the Church and Parish Center.  

We know it has been difficult maintaining your pledge to 

WSWC while at the same time also supporting St. 

James. But you have done it with the sense of dedication 

that seems to fill all St. James parishioners.  

Based on the donations our parishioners have 

pledged St. James could receive $296,052 if everyone 

fulfills their pledge. (This includes the $14,237 mentioned 

above.)  

We pray that your circumstances are such that you will 

be able to complete your pledge and allow St. James to 

make changes/upgrades necessary to be here for those 

St. James parishioners yet to come.  

Thank You (again) for all that you do for St. James.  

Beloved Sons—Jim Travers,   
Bob Carriero,  Tom Gilbertie,  
 Jeff Noccioli,  Mike Curran 

 

The next Beloved Sons fellowship and gospel-sharing        
gathering  will be Saturday April 24 ....6:30 AM at the parish 

center. We're very pleased to announce we are resuming 
indoor gatherings which we'll have in the lower room  at the 

parish center where we can  safely have social distancing 
while also enjoying the resumption of face-to-face faith   

sharing. That week we'll break open the gospel story for the 
4th Sunday of Easter (Jn 10:11-18). "Coffee and" will be avail-
able as we all trample out early on a Saturday morning to see 

just how relevant and uplifting the story of the                   
Good Shepherd is. 

Please note: due to services for Holy Thursday, the originally 
scheduled "first Thursday" Beloved Sons gathering for    

Thursday April 1 is cancelled. Any questions call/text Jim 
Travers  (203-526-4105) or e-mail (jfxtjr@sbcglobal.net).                                  

Hope Does Not Disappoint (Romans 5:5). 

Lenten Prayer Aids  
are available at the entrance to the church 

Weekly Offertory (for week of 3/14/2021) 

 

                                                      3/14/2021        3/15/2020 

In Church Collections..................$ 5,551.00     $   3,744.11 

EFT............................................. $ 2,088.11     $   1,726.82 

Online Giving..............................$ 2,442.00     $   1,609.00 

                                                    ========       ======== 

Weekly Total............................$ 10,081.11     $   7,079.93 

   

Every Friday During Lent  

Adoration at 6:30  

Stations of the Cross at 7:00 

Women’s Ministry Zoom Gatherings 
 Join us once a month on Saturday mornings for 

prayer and sharing of our faith. If you would like to 
participate, please email 

bredgate.stjamesparish@gmail.com to be placed 
on our email list.  
All are welcome! 

mailto:mary.merly@sjssct.org
mailto:bredgate.stjamesparish@gmail.com


PARISH NURSE: If  you would like to meet with a 

Parish Nurse, please call Margie Balint at 203-378-3081  

*if you have questions regarding the COVID vaccine, 

please call Margie* 

 

 

 

 

Do you want to become a member of St. James? 

If you do, then please complete the following and  

deposit in the offertory basket 

 

Name ______________________________________ 

 

Address  ____________________________________ 

 

City ________________________________________ 

 

State __________     Phone _____________________ 

 

Email_______________________________________ 

 

Comments ___________________________________ 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Solar Energy Stewardship Program 
 

Want to raise funds for St. James without                 

writing a check? 

Want to save money on your electricity bill? 

Want to have a positive impact on the environment? 

 

If your answer is “yes” to any or all questions, then sign 

up for a consultation with Trinity Solar by 

calling 1-800-655-2500 or  

go to www.gotrinitysolar.com/sjrc 

 

Please identify that you are from St. James RC Church. 

 

When you sit with a Trinity Consultant for Q&A      

session to determine if you qualify for a solar system    

installation, St. James gets $100 from Trinity Solar. 

 

Additionally, when you have a solar system installed by 

Trinity, St. James gets $1,000 from Trinity Solar. 

   

 

 

Especially during this time of Corona Virus, our   

parish relies on support of everyone in our parish to 

help us further our mission.  We are blessed that 

there is an easy way for all of us to recommit      

ourselves to supporting St. James through Online 

Giving.  Enrolling in Online Giving will simplify your 

monthly budgeting while also providing St. James 

with consistent reliable support for our parish    

family.  If you have not signed up yet, it’s easy to 

get started.  Just go to www.stjamesstratford.com 

and click the Online Giving icon on the home page. 

Open Wide Our Hearts  
A movement formed out of the USCCB for the purpose of  

discussing how we as a Church can overcome racism. St. 

James has been asked by our diocese to conduct a 6-session 

Open Wide Our Hearts series. Our next session will be held on 

April 12 from 6:30-8:00pm. 
If you’d like to join in our conversations,  

email: lefever.therese@gmail.com or  

angie@thestrategiesgroup.net to be added to our  

mailing list. 

SOCIAL OUTREACH 

Beginning in April, we will carefully resume our Lord's 

Kitchen and Bridge Ministries.  Our Food Pantry continues 

to serve people on a weekly basis and we look forward to 

extending our outreach ministries to those in need by  

providing a meal, some toiletries, or clothing.  We would 

like to extend an invitation to anyone interested in joining 

us as a volunteer for either The Lord's Kitchen or The 

Bridge.   

 

Serving in these ministries is a way of putting our Catholic 

faith into action by directly helping the poor and        

homeless.  If you feel called to either of these ministries 

and would like more information contact Jim Hodska 

at jimhodska@gmail.com. 

http://www.stjamesstratford.com
mailto:jimhodska@gmail.com


See a face, learn a name, 

 share a story… 

love one another! 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS 

All Masses live streamed and posted on 

our website: www.stjamesstratford.com 

Monday & Thursday: 5:30 p.m. (indoors) 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 8:00 a.m. 
(indoors) 
Saturday:  8:00 a.m. (indoors) 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:30 p.m. (indoors) 
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 
(outdoors - weather permitting)          
6:00 p.m (indoors) 
 
 

Confession 

 Saturdays (12:15-1:30) drive-thru 

 Tuesdays (7:00-8:00) drive-thru 
       *or by appointment 
 
 
PARISH CENTER CHAPEL 

 The Chapel is currently closed 
 
 

PARISH CENTER HOURS 

The Parish Center is currently 
closed.  If you need assistance 

please call 203-375-5887 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 

1st Reading: Jer 31:31-34 
2nd Reading: Heb 5:7-9 

Gospel: Jn 12:20-33 
 

Sunday, March 28, 2021 
 

1st Reading:  Is 50:4-7 
2nd Reading:  Phil 2:6-11 
Gospel:  Mk 14:1-15:47 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Parish Pastoral Assistant:  Deacon Joe Koletar 

Trustees:  Chad Betz, Luca Servino 

Pastoral Council:  Ruwani Williams 

Finance Council: Chad Betz—chadcbetz@gmail.com   

Safety Committee: Jack Cratty   

OUR MINISTRIES 

Adult Pastoral Ministry 

Ministry with Men: Jim Travers, Bob Carriero, Tom Gilbertie,  
            Jeff Noccioli and Mike Curran 

Ministry with Women: Angie deMello and Mary Tesla   

Communal Prayer Worship 

Music Ministry/Organist:  John J. Masi, Jr. 

Liturgical Environment:  Michele Hoekenga 

Pastoral Services 

Lifelong Formation: Betsy Redgate -        
 bredgate.stjamesparish@gmail.com 

Principal St. James School:  Jack Lynch 

Teens Ministry: Lap Nguyen  - teens@stjct.org 

Ministry with  Sick & Shut-Ins: Pat Stockdale 

St. James Prison Ministry: Denis Granado - denis.granado@gmail.com 
   and Mary Tesla 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Mary Perille and Mercy Ingersoll 

Gratitude Ministry: Suzanne Smith, Ligia Masilamani                          
and Jane Vigliotti 

Respect Life:  Joe Sullivan  - jesullivan0928@verizon.net 

Digital Ministry:  Tonya Overby - tonya.overby@stjct.org 

Religious Education:  Maria Aguirre - maria.aguirre@stjct.org 

Social Outreach:  Jim Hodska  - jimhodska@gmail.com 

 

Support Services 

Stewardship: David Zamachaj -                                                                                                                                                                      
 David.zamachaj@stjct.org  

Business Manager: Natalia Zamachaj—  

 Natalia.zamachaj@stjct.org 

Business Office:  Dolores Lathlean 

 

First Friday Devotions  

Adoration in church and live streamed  

from 1-5pm                       

Rosary at 4pm followed by Evening  

Prayer/Solemn Vespers from the Liturgy of 

the Hours with Benediction  

mailto:chadcbetz@gmail.com
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