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Easter Sunday  

                                                                           

             Paid in Full – It Is Finished 

My Dear Friends in Jesus Christ, 

While all four Gospel writers tell us that the Lord cried out just before He died, it is 

only John who tells us what He actually said. It was the Greek word tetelestai. John 

19:30 is translated as ‘It is finished!’ in our Bibles, but some archaeological discoveries 

of papyrus documents from AD 1 have provided a wonderful variation on that mean-

ing. Among the many documents discovered, most of which were written in the same 

Greek as the New Testament, there were a number of what we would call statements of 

account. These showed amounts of money people owed. Across these statements was 

written the one word tetelestai, and it was very obvious that it meant ‘paid in full’. 

What a glorious truth! How grateful we should be that, when the atoning work of the 

Lamb of God had been completed and He could say that it was finished indeed, He 

used the term that also meant at that time, ‘paid in full’. 

Because of my sins, I was under the sentence of death. In a very real sense, I owed 

God. My life was forfeit. But my Kinsman-Redeemer died in my place, and on the 

page in God’s ledger, where my sins against the righteous laws of God were listed, is 

now written the one word, tetelestai. As Paul says in Romans 8: ‘There is therefore 

now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus…’, verse 1, and then, ‘Who 

shall bring a charge against God’s elect?’, verse 33. The implied answer is ‘no one’, 

because it is God who justifies us. 

 

Resurrection 

Another thought then came to mind. The resurrection of the Lord does not seem to 

receive the same prominence as His Crucifixion. This is understandable as our Savior’s 

sufferings and death on the Cross are extremely heart wrenching. Paul, however, makes 

it very clear that without the resurrection, we have no hope either in this life or the 

next. 1 Corinthians 15 is the great treatise on resurrection, and in verses 12 to 19, he 

forcibly points out that without the Lord’s resurrection, the preaching of apostles and 

others was empty, and the faith of the believer is futile. He goes further and states that 

if Christ did not rise, then we are still in our sins! Also, believers who had at that time 

fallen asleep in Christ have perished, and those believers who remain alive are the most 

miserable of all men. A sad situation indeed! 

Then verse 20 starts with the glorious words: ‘But now Christ IS risen from the 

dead…’ and this Biblical doctrine is equally as important as the doctrine associated 

with the death of the Lord. We must never forget it. 

We find that, in the wonderful progression contained in Ephesians 2, being raised with 

Christ has its place, and if it is left out, our ultimate hope of being seated with Christ in 

heavenly realms has no basis. 

The beginning of our journey with Christ starts when we died with Him. This became a 

reality in our lives when we responded to the Gospel in faith, although in God’s reck-

oning it happened that day on Golgotha. Then we were made alive in Him. Obviously, 

the Lord had to be brought to life again before He could leave the tomb. Then we were 

raised together with Him, and then, when He ascended to the heights of Glory, we 

ascended there with Him in God’s plan. It is not hard to see that if we take out the 

resurrection step, we cannot complete the whole journey. 

Alleluia, alleluia, HE IS RISEN!!! I wish you all a very HAPPY and BLESSED 

EASTER! 

Your humble servant in Christ, Fr. Peter  

Monday, April 5, 2021 

5:30 p.m.   +Robin Fernandes 

Tuesday, April 6, 2021 

8:00 a.m.   +Pablo and +Ruben Guevara 

Wednesday, April 7, 2021 

8:00 a.m.    +Kathy Adamski 

Thursday, April 8, 2021    

5:30 p.m.    +Peter Radzwillis 

Friday, April 9, 2021 

8:00 a.m.     +Gene Freeman 

Saturday, April 10, 2021 

8:00 a.m.     +Antonia Vargas Llorens 

4:30 p.m.     +Miriam Zamoyski 

Sunday, April 11, 2021  

8:30  a.m.    +Millie Calzone 

11:30 a.m.   +Brenda Villalobos 

6:00 p.m.     +Alicia O’Donnell 

 

PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING:  

SEVEN DAY SACRISTY CANDLE: 4/4/21-4/10/21 

Church: For Forgiveness 

Candles will burn for the following  intentions:   

Candle # 1    Peace 

 

Please contact Noranne in the Parish Center to request. 

† Confessions †                                           

NOTE: Because of the Coronavirus Crisis all       

confessions will be Drive-thru                       
Saturdays, 12:15 pm - 1:30 pm 

A special thank you to Gary Adamski and Timothy 

Santora for donating our Paschal Candle this year 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.30


Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Our Ministry would like to wish all St. James 

Parishioners a Happy Easter Season.  Our members have 

been prayerfully creating shawls for anyone in need.  

They are available at no cost through the Parish Center.  

Please contact Mary Perille at 203-377-1265.  We are 

hopeful to resume to our monthly meeting on May 6th.   

Centering Prayer 
 Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. If you are interested in  

joining us to pray together virtually, please contact 
Mary Merly at mary.merly@sjssct.org. 

 

Mike Perille,Thai 

Nguyen, David 

Lathlean, Andrew 

Donovan, Lucas McHale, Joseph Lisboa & Mohini 

Monteiro, Antonio Ortiz, The Nedonca Family, Tom 

Rogers, Awilda Lopez, Mary Perante, Mary Louise 

Rodrigues, Jessica Mages, Mason Sims, James R. 

Birge, Bernadette Jennings, Jose L. Ramos, Edwina 

& George Thompson, Toi & Grace Gomes, Chanelle 

Diaz, Edmund & Andrea Ramos, Peter Soares, Noah 

Musto, Baby Saprenza, Aubrey King, John 

Kenyhercz, Linda Gowing 

 

Faithfully Departed:    

Social Outreach 

Easter, to me, has always been a time of renewal and 

rebirth.  It is no coincidence that the Lenten season has 

lots of dark, rainy, and even snowy days.  Soon every-

thing will be in bloom and our  seasonal rebirth will cor-

respond to the resurrection of Jesus.  This is a time to be 

thankful and realize the gift we have in our faith.  It is 

also a time to reach out beyond ourselves to those in 

need. During the past year, homelessness and hunger 

have     increased greatly in large part due to unemploy-

ment and the pandemic.  Please consider helping those 

less fortunate have a rebirth by contributing to our vari-

ous Social Outreach ministries.  Your donation will be 

greatly appreciated.   

Happy Easter to you and your families. 

Beloved Sons—Jim Travers,   
Bob Carriero,  Tom Gilbertie,  
 Jeff Noccioli,  Mike Curran 

 

The next Beloved Sons fellowship and gospel-sharing  
gathering  will be Saturday April 24 ....6:30 AM at the 
parish center. We're very pleased to announce we are 

resuming indoor gatherings which we'll have in the lower 
room  at the parish center where we can  safely have   

social distancing while also enjoying the resumption of 
face-to-face faith sharing. That week we'll break open the 

gospel story for the 4th Sunday of Easter (Jn 10:11-18). 
"Coffee and" will be available as we all trample out early 

on a Saturday morning to see just how relevant and    
uplifting the story of the Good Shepherd is. 

Hope Does Not Disappoint (Romans 5:5) 

Draw Us Forth 

Draw us forth, God of all creation. 

Draw us forward and away from limited certainty 

into the immense world of your love. 

Give us the capacity to even for a moment 

taste the richness of the feast you give us. 

Give us the peace to live with uncertainty, 

with questions, 

with doubts. 

Help us to experience the resurrection anew 

with open wonder and an increasing ability 

to see you in the people of Easter. 

- Author Unknown 

Weekly Offertory (for week of 3/21/2021) 

 

                                                      3/21/2021        3/20/2020 

In Church Collections..................$ 3,596.75     $   2,456.00 

EFT............................................. $ 2,088.11     $   1,726.82 

Online Giving..............................$ 3,046.00     $   2,119.00 

                                                    ========       ======== 

Weekly Total............................$  8,730.86     $   6,301.82 

   

Women’s Ministry Zoom Gatherings 
 Join us once a month on Saturday mornings for 

prayer and sharing of our faith. If you would like to 
participate, please email 

bredgate.stjamesparish@gmail.com to be placed 
on our email list.  
All are welcome! 

mailto:mary.merly@sjssct.org
mailto:bredgate.stjamesparish@gmail.com


PARISH NURSE: If  you would like to meet with a 

Parish Nurse, please call Margie Balint at 203-378-3081  

*if you have questions regarding the COVID vaccine, 

please call Margie* 

 

 

 

 

Do you want to become a member of St. James? 

If you do, then please complete the following and  

deposit in the offertory basket 

 

Name ______________________________________ 

 

Address  ____________________________________ 

 

City ________________________________________ 

 

State __________     Phone _____________________ 

 

Email_______________________________________ 

 

Comments ___________________________________ 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Solar Energy Stewardship Program 
 

Want to raise funds for St. James without                 

writing a check? 

Want to save money on your electricity bill? 

Want to have a positive impact on the environment? 

 

If your answer is “yes” to any or all questions, then sign 

up for a consultation with Trinity Solar by 

calling 1-800-655-2500 or  

go to www.gotrinitysolar.com/sjrc 

 

Please identify that you are from St. James RC Church. 

 

When you sit with a Trinity Consultant for Q&A      

session to determine if you qualify for a solar system    

installation, St. James gets $100 from Trinity Solar. 

 

Additionally, when you have a solar system installed by 

Trinity, St. James gets $1,000 from Trinity Solar. 

   

 

 

Especially during this time of Corona Virus, our   

parish relies on support of everyone in our parish to 

help us further our mission.  We are blessed that 

there is an easy way for all of us to recommit      

ourselves to supporting St. James through Online 

Giving.  Enrolling in Online Giving will simplify your 

monthly budgeting while also providing St. James 

with consistent reliable support for our parish    

family.  If you have not signed up yet, it’s easy to 

get started.  Just go to www.stjamesstratford.com 

and click the Online Giving icon on the home page. 

Open Wide Our Hearts  
A movement formed out of the USCCB for the purpose of  

discussing how we as a Church can overcome racism. St. 

James has been asked by our diocese to conduct a 6-session 

Open Wide Our Hearts series. Our next session will be held on 

April 12 from 6:30-8:00pm. 
If you’d like to join in our conversations,  

email: lefever.therese@gmail.com or  

angie@thestrategiesgroup.net to be added to our  

mailing list. 

Respect Life Ministry 
 

This coming Thursday, April 8th, at 4:00PM, our    
Respect-Life Ministry will be holding it's monthly   

Rosary in which we pray for all life, from conception 
until natural death, especially for the most vulnerable 
among us. This month, we pray in a special way for 

all those who believe in, encourage, support and 
practice Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide. 

All life has intrinsic value and dignity, regardless of 
its condition.  

Please give prayerful thought to joining us in Church 
or online as we work to support truly compassionate 

approaches to care at the end of life. 

http://www.stjamesstratford.com


See a face, learn a name, 

 share a story… 

love one another! 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS 

All Masses live streamed and posted on 

our website: www.stjamesstratford.com 

Monday & Thursday: 5:30 p.m. (indoors) 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 8:00 a.m. 
(indoors) 
Saturday:  8:00 a.m. (indoors) 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:30 p.m. (indoors) 
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 
(outdoors - weather permitting)          
6:00 p.m (indoors) 
 
 

Confession 

 Saturdays (12:15-1:30) drive-thru 

 Tuesdays (7:00-8:00) drive-thru 
       *or by appointment 
 
 
PARISH CENTER CHAPEL 

 The Chapel is currently closed 
 
 

PARISH CENTER HOURS 

The Parish Center is currently 
closed.  If you need assistance 

please call 203-375-5887 

Sunday, April 4, 2021 

1st Reading: Acts 10:34a, 37-43  
2nd Reading: Col 3:1-4 

Gospel: Jn 20:1-9 
 

Sunday, April 11, 2021 
 

1st Reading: Acts 4:32-35 
2nd Reading:  1 Jn 5:1-6 

Gospel:  Jn 20:19-31 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Parish Pastoral Assistant:  Deacon Joe Koletar 

Trustees:  Chad Betz, Luca Servino 

Pastoral Council:  Ruwani Williams 

Finance Council: Chad Betz—chadcbetz@gmail.com   

Safety Committee: Jack Cratty   

OUR MINISTRIES 

Adult Pastoral Ministry 

Ministry with Men: Jim Travers, Bob Carriero, Tom Gilbertie,  
            Jeff Noccioli and Mike Curran 

Ministry with Women: Angie deMello and Mary Tesla   

Communal Prayer Worship 

Music Ministry/Organist:  John J. Masi, Jr. 

Liturgical Environment:  Michele Hoekenga 

Pastoral Services 

Lifelong Formation: Betsy Redgate -        
 bredgate.stjamesparish@gmail.com 

Principal St. James School:  Jack Lynch 

Teens Ministry: Lap Nguyen  - teens@stjct.org 

Ministry with  Sick & Shut-Ins: Pat Stockdale 

St. James Prison Ministry: Denis Granado - denis.granado@gmail.com 
   and Mary Tesla 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Mary Perille and Mercy Ingersoll 

Gratitude Ministry: Suzanne Smith, Ligia Masilamani                          
and Jane Vigliotti 

Respect Life:  Joe Sullivan  - jesullivan0928@verizon.net 

Digital Ministry:  Tonya Overby - tonya.overby@stjct.org 

Religious Education:  Maria Aguirre - maria.aguirre@stjct.org 

Social Outreach:  Jim Hodska  - jimhodska@gmail.com 

 

Support Services 

Stewardship: David Zamachaj -                                                                                                                                                                      
 David.zamachaj@stjct.org  

Business Manager: Natalia Zamachaj—  

 Natalia.zamachaj@stjct.org 

Business Office:  Dolores Lathlean 

 

First Friday Devotions  

Adoration in church and live streamed  

from 1-5pm                       

Rosary at 4pm followed by Evening  

Prayer/Solemn Vespers from the Liturgy of 

the Hours with Benediction  

mailto:chadcbetz@gmail.com
mailto:DZamachaj@saintjameschurchstratford.org

