RACIAL EQUALITY AND JUSTICE
One of the essential aspects of having even a small portion of our community gather for daily mass is that it reminds us of the Church's vocation to be constant in its prayer. We offer prayers not solely for individual benefit, but for a larger purpose. Ultimately, we pray for the benefit of the whole world. We pray for healing, peace, reconciliation, justice, strength, and fortitude. We pray for the future of our town, state, nation, and the world.  We pray for our friends and our loved ones, as well as for our enemies and those in prison.  

For over a month now, the deep wounds of racial injustice have resurfaced within our nation.  The cost to our country of bias and the unequal administration of justice is enormous.  It is the source of considerable anger, frustration, rage, and despair.  To move forward, it will require every part of our society to work together to achieve a nation of racial equality and harmony.  It will not be enough for any of us to sit back and say that this is the work of some other group.  Our prayers deeply connect to our civic responsibility to strive for social justice for everyone.

As I write, I recall the scenes in many cities across our nation of businesses boarding up their windows as a hedge against violence, destruction, and looting. Our Church has a long history of supporting peaceful protest.  We know that dedicated leadership — leadership that actively seeks social change for the better — has a profound impact on the tone and tenor of protest. Beginning with prayer, I invite our parish to begin to think about how we might be leaders of positive change for social justice in our community and the world.

I close by asking for your ongoing prayers. Pray for the leaders of our country. Pray for the safety of protesters and police. Pray for discourse that leads to positive change. I also commend to your attention ancient words that today are profoundly relevant.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A Prayer attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  
Your humble servant in Christ,
Fr. Peter J. Adamski aka Fr. Peter
Pastor
