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MASS SCHEDULE: 
Sunday Mass: 12:30pm 
(English) 
Sunday Mass: 2:00pm 
(Spanish) 
 
SACRAMENTS: 
Baptism: Call the Office 
to register your child to 
be baptized or call the 
Pastor. 
Confessions: 
By appointment. 
Quinceañera: Call the 
Office or the Pastor for 
more information. 
Matrimony: By advance 
arrangements of at least 
six months.  
Anointing of the Sick: At 
Mass, seasonally as an-
nounced, and individually 
of need. Call the Pastor. 
Communion to the shut 
in: As requested. Call the 
Pastor. 
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Immaculate Conception, Oroville WA 

   December 22, 2019 
                   4th Sunday of Advent 
1st Reading: Isaiah 7: 10-14 
Resp. Psalm: Psalms 24: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6 
2nd Reading: Romans 1: 1-7 
Gospel: Matthew 1: 18-24 

IN JOSEPH'S SHADOW 

Christmas is just around the door. The air is full of the good things - and the not-so
-good things - we are doing to celebrate the feast. Christmas carols, gifts, joy. Joy? 
Do we really feel joy these days, or does everything just turn into a few days of 
distraction in which we forget about our problems, our anxiety and the dissatisfac-
tion of the rest of the year? 

Sisters and brothers, 

1.  On this fourth Sunday of Advent, the figure of Mary is present in a very spe-
cial way. Without her the world could not have been redeemed. Jesus comes into 
the world through Mary, because she was able to accept with humility that the 
strength of the Holy Spirit would act on her and make her fertile, causing the Mes-
siah, the Savior, to be born within her. 

2.  We should do what Mary did, allowing the Holy Spirit to act in us. How 
often do we put obstacles and not allow him to transform us! How often do we pre-
fer to follow our routine, with our fears and prejudices; we don't approach him with 
a clean and open heart, we don't know how to show Christ to others! So instead of 
giving Christ to others, we give our own way of thinking, our quirks or our cow-
ardice. We should ask Mary to help us, so we learn to act like her. 

3.  Joseph is at Mary's side. We could say that he is the main character in today's 
Gospel. Joseph is normally a background character in the story, but today he ap-
pears as a man with the strength and confidence to accept the unexpected plans of 
God, and to act with determination in accordance with God's Will, once he finds 
out what it is. He makes it possible for God's promises to Israel to be fulfilled. His 
faith is based on God's word; he trusts in what God has said and believes that God 
will never break his promises. This is the only way he can follow the path of the 
Lord, even it may mean he has to grope in the darkness. 

Today's Gospel calls us beyond the superficial aspects of Christmas; the Holy Spir-
it wants to fill us with his grace like He filled Mary and Joseph, so that we too 
might participate in the birth of Christ in the concrete world in which we 
live. It is a call to believe in the Lord's word, in the Lord's promises. He is coming, 
He is here and He promises us the strength of salvation. His only request is that, 
with a clean heart, we learn to listen to Him humbly so we can each find out what 
God's Will is in our lives, what is the path we must undertake every day. Just like 
Joseph and Mary. 

     Father Luta 
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CATECHISM CLASSES 2020 
Catechism classes will resume Tuesday, January 14th in 
Oroville at 6pm  with a MANDATORY MEETING OF 
ALL THE PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN. 

Reading for next Sunday December 29th 
Holy Family Feast 
1st Reading: Sirach 3: 2-6, 12-14 
Resp. Psalm: Psalms 128: 1-2, 3, 4-5 
2nd Reading: Colossians 3: 12-21 
Gospel: Matthew 2: 13-15,19-23 
 
BASKET RAFFLE 
The Altar Society will be raffling off 5 baskets today after 
mass. You can still purchase a ticket up until the moment 
that Father Luta picks the winners! Tickets are $1 each 
and all proceeds are to help the church.  
 
THANK YOU!! 
Thank you to all who participated to clean and decorate 
the church. Thanks for all who bought the poinsettias and 
flowers. The church looks beautiful. May God bless you. 
 
ACA UPDATE 
As of December 6, our church has pledged $5200.01  to-
ward our goal of $11456.00. We are 45% there! Be sure to 
have your ACA envelopes turned in to help us reach our 
goal. 
 
ADVENT CANDLES 
This week we light the final purple candle. This candle, 
the “Angel’s Candle” symbolizes peace. It reminds us of 
the message of the angels: “ Peace on Earth, Good Will 
Toward Men.” 

WINTER SNOW SHOVEL AT CHURCH 
We are beginning to get more snow. I am asking for your 
help to shovel the snow, especially on Saturdays. I will 
leave a snow shovel and salt by the doors. Thank you. 
 
SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
Dec 22-Blessed Jacopone Da Todi 
Dec 23-St. John of Kanty 
Dec 24-Vigil of Christmas 
Dec 25-Nativity of the Lord 
Dec 26-St. Stephen 
Dec 27-St. John the Apostle 
Dec 28-Holy Innocents 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
Youth group meetings have ended this year. We will re-
sume on Monday January 13th. Merry Christmas and Hap-
py New Year. 
 
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY AND GIFT EX-
CHANGE 
I would like to invite all the youth, middle school and high 
school students to our Christmas party and gift exchange on 
Monday, Dec. 23rd at 6:30pm Each youth should bring a 
gift of not more than $5, well wrapped and anonymous. If 
you do not have a gift, you are still welcome to join us. We 
will have a lot of food, piñatas, pizzas, etc. Please join us. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
We will begin Christmas Eve Mass at 6pm at Holy Rosary, 
Tonasket, with some Christmas Carols from the children 
from our catechism classes. Students need to arrive at 
5:30pm for rehearsal. The Mass is mandatory for all the 
students. Please join us. 
 
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Christmas Eve Mass/Children’s Mass 
Tuesday, December 24, 2019 

 
4:00pm Our Lady of the Valley, Okanogan 

 
6:00pm Holy Rosary, Tonasket 

(5:30pm Christmas carols with Catechism children) 
 

Christmas Day Mass 
Wednesday, December 25, 2019 

 
12:00am Midnight Mass at Our Lady of the Valley,  

Okanogan  
10:30am Holy Rosary, Tonasket 

12:30pm Immaculate Conception, Bilingual Mass 
 
MESSAGE FROM FATHER LUTA 
Merry Christmas to you all. It’s hard to believe that Christ-
mas is already here! On Wednesday! Someone asked me if 
I was ready for Christmas and the truth is, not yet! There is 
a lot that I still have to do. There are three important things 
for me right now: 1. To have each of our three parishes 
ready for Christmas. 2. The weather: I pray for better 
weather and clean roads. 3. My car! To make sure that it’s 
well maintained, winter ready and working well. So, am I 
ready for Christmas? Well, ready or not… but I am getting 
there. But what is the real essence of Christmas? Is it the 
gifts? The decorations? No! The answer is simple: LOVE! 
God loves us so much that he came to be with us: in our 
personal lives, in our families, in our world. As you cele-
brate Christmas, just remember how much God loves you 
and simply thank Him for that. Merry Christmas. –Fr. Luta 


