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MASS SCHEDULE: 
Sunday Mass: 12:30pm 
(English) 
Sunday Mass: 2:00pm 
(Spanish) 
 
SACRAMENTS: 
Baptism: Call the Office 
to register your child to 
be baptized or call the 
Pastor. 
Confessions: 
By appointment. 
Quinceañera: Call the 
Office or the Pastor for 
more information. 
Matrimony: By advance 
arrangements of at least 
six months.  
Anointing of the Sick: At 
Mass, seasonally as an-
nounced, and individually 
of need. Call the Pastor. 
Communion to the shut 
in: As requested. Call the 
Pastor. 
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Immaculate Conception, Oroville WA 

January 5, 2020 
Epiphany of the Lord 

1st Reading: Isaiah 60: 1-6 
Resp. Psalm: Psalms 72: 1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
2nd Reading: Ephesians 3: 2-3, 5-6 
Gospel: Matthew 2: 1-12 

Epiphany of the Lord 
FOLLOW THE STAR OF FAITH 

The route of the Magi is a symbol of our path to Christ. Almost always we come 
from afar, across the desert of faith, surrounded by darkness. Some get disoriented, 
others get lost, but a few lift their eyes up to the sky and in the middle of the night 
discover the star;  we must follow it with all hope and to persevere to the end. The 
Magi set on their way they asked, "Where is the King of the Jews that was just 
born? We have seen his tar and we've come to adore him". 
 Brothers and Sisters: 
1. The Magi can teach us a lot. One day, they began their search for Christ;  they 
had to confront trials, but they reacted with courage. To believe in Christ means we 
will take some risks. The three Wise Men mortgaged everything, they submitted 
themselves to mockery from their neighbors... they took on the ways of the world 
back then, and went against those. For us, it is also a weight on our conscience that 
we cannot take away because we have been baptized and are committed to God. 
2. The Magi teach us to believe bravely in Someone. They teach us how to believe, 
how to be truly free men that count on themselves; happy to discover the world, 
life, and their spiritual souls in a new way. Faith, said Pope Luciani, "is to render 
oneself before God, but transforming one's life". 
We demand always many guarantees. To make this trip we'd go to a travel agency, 
we'd ask for an itinerary, we'd make reservations in the best hotels and we'd buy an 
insurance policy. We always want proofs, evidence, clear and visible. We want 
faith to be like geometry, we want to calculate God with our digital calculators. We 
want the Church to be how we'd like it to be, and to behave the way we'd like it to. 
3. The Magi lost sight of the Star. Those are the faith crises we suffer sometimes. 
The moments of trial are part of God's teaching style. But the Magi ask , they don't 
want to solve their problems alone. Throughout history, God does not reveal him-
self directly, instead, he normally does it through his representatives. He wants to 
save man through man. That's the way he did it in the incarnation. That's what we 
feel after a good confession; we feel joy and peace again because we have found 
Christ. 
How should we translate the attitude of the Magi in our daily life? They see the 
signal and set forth on their way to adore the Messiah; when the star disappears 
they keep on searching and asking. Later, they are filled with joy when the star re-
appears. Upon arriving in front of Mary and the baby - they accept Him as He is. 
They adore Him, offer their gifts and their lives. 
Finally, they defend Him from Herod. Is this what we do everyday to follow Jesus 
Christ? We have all year to put this into practice with God's help. Amen. 

        Father Luta 
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Reading for next Sunday January 12th 
Baptism of the Lord 
1st Reading: Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7 
Resp. Psalm: Psalms 29: 1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10, 11 
2nd Reading: Acts 10: 34-38 
Gospel: Matthew 3: 13-17 
 
BASKET RAFFLE 
The Altar Society wishes to thank everyone for your sup-
port of our Church basket raffle. With your generous sup-
port we were able to raise $215 to put towards our 
church! Thank you for all your donations and God bless 
you always. 
 
BULLETIN UPDATE 
You can now find our bulletin, as well as all upcoming 
events, on our church website: 
okvalleycatholicparishes.org.  
If you are gone for a weekend, or wish to check up on the 
latest updates for our church, you won’t miss anything! 
 
BIRTHDAY WISHES 
Happy birthday to our parishioners, Carolyn Davis and 
Grace Stiles who had birthdays this past week. May God 
bless you for many years to come! 
 
WINTER SNOW SHOVEL AT CHURCH 
As we get more snow I ask for your help to shovel the 
snow, especially-Saturdays. A snow shovel and salt by 
the doors. Thank you. 
 
SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
Jan. 5-Epiphany of the Lord 
Jan. 6-St. André Bessette 
Jan. 7-St. Raymond of Peñafort 
Jan. 8-St. Angela of Foligno 
Jan. 9-St. Adrian of Canterbury 
Jan. 10-St. Gregory of Nyssa 
Jan. 11-Blessed William Carter 
 
Who was St André Bessette? 
Born in Quebec, 1845, and orphaned by the age of 12. He 
had a lively faith and a strong devotion to St. Joseph. He 
entered religious life at the Congregation of Holy Cross 
upon encouragement from his childhood pastor and took 
his pastor’s name, André, when he entered the Novitiate. 
Due to his ill health, he was assigned as doorkeeper of 
Notre Dame College in Montreal greeting visitors. People 
began to experience physical healings after their visits 
and many came to see him. He knew the source of the 
cures were from St. Joseph’s intercession. With permis-
sion he opened a shrine to St. Joseph in 1904 right across 
the street to receive flocks of sick visitors. Now it is a 
basilica and a major pilgrimage site. The “Miracle Man 
of Montreal” died in 1937, age 91, and became saint in 
2010. 
St. André Bessette, pray for us. 
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CATECHISM CLASSES 2020 
Catechism classes will resume Tuesday, January 14th in 
Oroville at 6pm  with a MANDATORY MEETING OF 
ALL THE PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN. 

YOUTH GROUP 
Youth group meetings will resume on Monday January 13 
from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. I wish to invite all youth from 
Middle School and High School to come. The purpose and 
goal of our youth group is to help the students grow in 
knowledge and grow in their relationship with God. This is 
done with Bible study, teachings of the Church, prayer, fun 
activities and snacks. I wish to ask the parents to bring your 
youth so that they may learn more about their faith and to 
grow in their relationship with God. 
-Father Luta 
 
DONATIONS 
The Holy Rosary Alter Society would like to request from 
Immaculate Conception parishioners, for your unwanted (in 
good condition) Christmas decorations for our 2020 Christ-
mas bazaar. Also, some will be given out to the needy. Pro-
ceeds from your decorations will be used by the Alter Soci-
ety for projects throughout the year. Your decorations may 
be left in Fr. Luta’s office. Thank you and God bless you. 
 
DISHES 
A collection of dishes has been accumulating at our church 
from the generous parishioners that bring treats! Be sure to 
stop by and see if you have left anything behind! 
 
ACA UPDATE 
As of January 3, our church has pledged $5925.01. We are 
51% there. Be sure to have your ACA envelopes turned in 
to help us reach our goal. 
 
THANK YOU!! 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the church. Our 
church looks beautiful. Thank you to all who helped to or-
ganize the events at the church during our Christmas cele-
brations, especially the POSADAS. Thank you to all the 
families who helped to prepare food and drinks. Thank you 
for the Christmas gifts and cards. May God bless you. 
Merry Christmas and  a Happy New Year. 

 


