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Rev. Luta Nsubuga 
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OFFICE ASSISTANTS 
Armida Goeden- 
Secretary 
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MASS SCHEDULE: 
Sunday Mass: 12:30pm 
(English) 
Sunday Mass: 2:00pm 
(Spanish) 
 
SACRAMENTS: 
Baptism: Call the Office 
to register your child to 
be baptized or call the 
Pastor. 
Confessions: 
By appointment. 
Quinceañera: Call the 
Office or the Pastor for 
more information. 
Matrimony: By advance 
arrangements of at least 
six months.  
Anointing of the Sick: At 
Mass, seasonally as an-
nounced, and individually 
of need. Call the Pastor. 
Communion to the shut 
in: As requested. Call the 
Pastor. 
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Immaculate Conception, Oroville WA 

February 2, 2020 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

1st Reading: Malachi 3: 1-4 
Resp. Psalm: Psalms 24: 7, 8, 9, 10 
2nd Reading: Hebrews 2: 14-18 
Gospel: Luke 2: 22-40 

CANDLEMAS IS THE FEAST OF LIGHT 

In the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord we celebrate a mystery wherein the figures of 
Mary, Simeon, and Ana each participated in their own particular way. Mary and these two 
simple souls shed light upon the mystery of Christ and become models of a spirituality that 
is founded upon the hopes of the poor. 

Sisters and Brothers: 

1. Mary is always at Christ’s side: In this very moment, Mary already begins to bear the 
sufferings prophesized by Simeon, sufferings she will bear throughout her Son’s life until 
his death on the cross: austere poverty, uncertainty in the face of her Son’s destiny, and the 
darkness of faith. Mary was to be the co-redemptrix, the mother of the Suffering Servant. 
From her, we learn the lessons of fortitude and faith that allow our lives to be identified 
with the Son of God. 

2. There also are Simeon and Anna: Simeon was just and pious, docile to the Holy Spir-
it, filled with hope and longing for the coming of the savior, sensitive to divine inspira-
tions, and a prophet by his faith. He is the man that understands the mystery of the Servant 
of God and finds peace, knowing that God alone is man’s fulfillment. He appears to us as 
one full of delightful Christian maturity, proclaiming to us the overabundant goodness of 
revelation. 

Anna shows us the missionary aspect of every encounter with Christ. She was an elderly 
prophetess who, like Simeon, passed her days in the temple, waiting in hope. They waited 
and hoped, until the day Jesus came, and they saw in Him the object of all their hopes. 
Simeon improvised a psalm of enlightenment, and Anna joined in praising the Lord. They 
both possessed two very powerful virtues: hope and clarity of mind. They never tired of 
hoping, and when the right moment came, they were able to discover the Savior. It was not 
easy to recognize him when many others seemed to outshine him, just as it had not been 
easy to wait for years, hoping against hope, for His coming. 

3. But the main character is the newborn babe, whose parents came to consecrate 
him to God. They returned to Nazareth, to the city of Mary, where the Child grows in 
strength and stature. He grows in every aspect of his person, having within Him the full-
ness of God’s grace and wisdom. These supernatural gifts allowed him to penetrate into 
the depths of every event and to discover the hidden meaning in every situation. He saw all 
things in the light of God’s plan of salvation for the whole world. 

If “He was filled with wisdom and the grace of God was with Him,” what would he do 
when he was older and would witness so much injustice and oppression all around him? 
Joseph, His father, was the “handyman” of the town, and he probably made a very modest 
living. The boy Jesus grew taller and stronger and learned just like every other boy who 
has even a minimal standard of living. Jesus at least had the privilege of surviving and 
growing up, for then, as now in so many parts of the world, many children born into poor 
families die of malnutrition, misery, and a lack of proper hygiene. In this feast of lighted 
candles, may we bear our light to the poorest among us, to the small, the weak, and the 
needy, so that the wisdom and grace of God may be with each of them. Amen. 
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Reading for next Sunday February 9nd 
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1st Reading: Isaiah 58: 7-10 
Resp. Psalm: Psalms 112: 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
2nd Reading: First Corinthians 2: 1-5 
Gospel: Matthew 5: 13-16 
 
CHURCH MAINTENANCE UPDATE 
Thank you to all the volunteers that have signed up to 
help out with the painting of the church interior. The col-
ors for the interior of the church have been picked out! 
Volunteers can come on Thursday February 20, at 
9:00am to begin prepping the entry way, common area 
and small classroom. For more information or questions, 
speak with Angela Raven. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Happy birthday to Judy DeVon who celebrated a grand 
birthday this last week! May you have many of God’s 
blessings and a year full of love and joy.  
 
PAINT SUPPLY DONATIONS 
We wish to request any of your left over paint supplies, 
such as paint brushes, drop cloths, tape, etc. to use for our 
church painting project. If you are able to have us use 
some of your items, it will help us a lot. Supplies may be 
left in the basement. Thank you. 
 
SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
Feb. 2-St. Presentation of the Lord 
Feb. 3-St. Blaise 
Feb. 4-St. Joseph of Leonissa 
Feb. 5-St. Agatha 
Feb. 6-St. Paul Miki and Companions 
Feb. 7-St. Colette 
Feb 8-St. Jerome Emiliani 
 
Who was St. Paul Miki and his companions? 
Born in 1562 Japan, son of a wealthy military leader, he 
entered the Church along with the rest of his family. He 
joined the Jesuits and helped many Buddhists to embrace 
Christianity. In 1597, he, along with 25 other native Japa-
nese Catholics and foreign missionaries, suffered death 
for their faith. A powerful imperial minister sentenced the 
26 Catholics to death due to the suspicion that came 
about from a Spanish ship with artillery onboard. The 
martyrs were sentenced  to die by crucifixion and lanc-
ing, but first they had to march 600 miles to Nagasaki. 
The month-long journey was agonizing, being publicly 
tortured to terrorize other Japanese believers in Christ, 
but they all held out courageously, singing hymns of 
praise to God. They all died on “Martyrs’ Hill” with St. 
Paul Miki saying “ The only reason for my being killed is 
that I  have taught the doctrine of Christ. I thank God it is 
for this reason that I die. I believe that I am telling the 
truth before I die.” 
St. Paul Miki and companions, pray for us! 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, OROVILLE Oroville, WA February 2, 2020 

CATECHISM CLASSES  
Catechism classes will be held this Tuesday, Feb. 4 at 6pm. 
Classes for parents will be held at the same time, to enrich 
your knowledge about our faith. Catechism class dates for 
the month of February are 4, 11, 18, 25 (in Tonasket on the 
25th). Please be sure to have your children learn their pray-
ers, attend Mass and have their Mass cards ready to be 
signed. Thank you. 

YOUTH GROUP 
We will have youth group again this Monday, Feb. 3 at 
6:30pm. I hope to see many of you there! 
-Father Luta 
 
CATHOLIC YOUTH CONFERENCE 2020 

March 6-8, 2020 
The Diocese of Spokane Catholic Youth Conference has 
experience great growth. This year’s theme “REMAIN” is 
drawn from Jesus’ own words, “remain in me, as I remain 
in you…as the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain 
in my love.”  These words from the Gospel of John exude 
all to experience the love of the Father, and to do whatever 
it takes to remain in that love.  All young people desire to 
experience this love.  I invite all youths in our parish to this 
amazing retreat, to transform their lives and immerse them 
deeply anchored in their faith. The retreat is for students 
from 9th grade to 12th grade. I also need volunteers to help 
as chaperons. We are also seeking for people who can spon-
sor a student for this retreat. The cost is $105 per student. 
Thank you so much for your support. May God bless you.  
 
ACA UPDATE 
As of January 30, our church has pledged $6365.01 and has 
remained unchanged for 3 weeks. We have reached 55% 
our goal. Be sure to have your ACA envelopes turned in to 
help us reach our goal. 
 
LITURGICAL MINISTRY 
Thank you to all the parishioners who have signed up to 
help in this ministry. You will be receiving a phone call 
once the days have been scheduled for training. Once train-
ing is completed we will have you on a monthly rotational 
schedule. God bless you for answering God’s call to        
service. 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE LORD: A LIGHT FOR 
ALL NATIONS- Light is a returning theme throughout the 
Liturgical year. It comes in a most particular way at Easter, 
but we also celebrate the Light of World coming at Bethle-
hem at Christmas. For the feast of the Presentation we cele-
brate Christ as the Light revealed to all nations. The theme 
of light is not only about Christ as light, but for us being 
enlightened. Through this feast we are asking to be able to 
recognize the Light, just as the disciples recognized Jesus at 
Emmaus. And then this Light that we are given in the form 
of a lit candle is a larger symbol for us to continue our jour-
ney to the Light of Glory at the end of our lives. 
www.catholicculture.org/commentary/presentation-lord-light-for-nations/  
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