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St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church 
1150 West Centre Avenue 
Portage, MI 49024 
www.stcatherinesiena.org 
Phone: (269) 327-5165 
Fax: (269) 327-7266 
 

Emergency calls for a Priest: (269) 806-1102 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday: 9am-5pm 
 

Mass Schedule: 
Monday - Saturday: 9:15 am 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30 pm 
Sunday:  7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am 
 

Reconciliation: 
First Friday: 8:15 am 
Saturday:      8:45 am & 4:00 pm 
Thursday:     8:45 am 
 

Adoration: Thursday 10:00 am—11:00 pm 
      Friday 10:00 am—3:00 pm 

 

Religious Education Office: (269) 327-0861 
 

Youth Ministry Office: (269) 327-3441 
 

Information on the Sacrament of Baptism or 
Matrimony 
  Narcia Schultz-Acker  (269) 978-2340 
 

Prayer Line: 
  Phone  (269) 978-2344 
  Email: prayers@stcatherinesiena.org 
 

 

Parish Clergy 
   Fr. William Jacobs, Jr., Parochial Vicar 
   Fr. Bruno Okoli, Parochial Vicar 
   Fr. Kenneth Schmidt, Pastor 
   Fr. Stanley Witek, Parochial Vicar 
   Deacon Jack Prendergast 
   Deacon Ed Feltes 

 

Mission Statement:  
 A Community  

empowered by God  
striving to make Jesus 

known, experienced, loved 
and imitated.  

Musician Schedule:  June 3-4 

Presider Schedule:  June 3-4 

5:30 pm TBD 

7:30 am TBD 

9:00 am TBD 

11:00 am TBD 

 NO 5:00 PM MASS  

Elsewhere in the bulletin you can find the financial report that 
tells how we are moving forward on the Bishop's Annual Appeal.  
Remember that die top the publishing deadline we are always "a 
week behind" in the reporting, but you'll still get a good idea of 
how many people (what percentage of our parish households) are 

participating, and how many are left to hear from.  If you belong to the second 
group, will you please take a little time this week to prayerfully consider what is 
your fair share and complete a pledge form?  You can also go online to make a 
pledge and/or arrange for electronic payments.  Thank you! 
———————————————————————————————- 
In addition to being pastor of St. Catherine Parish, one of my additional  
responsibilities makes demands on my time and sometimes requires that I be 
away from the parish.  I am the diocesan Director of the Office of Priestly Life 
and Ministry, which has several facets. 
 

First, I coordinate several annual events for the priests—our retreat (normally 
during Lent);  the Jubilee celebration (honoring priests on special anniversaries 
of their ordination);  a summer picnic (just because it's summer);  the  
convocation (a 1 ½ to 3-day event for priests to delve into special topics);  the 
Deceased Clergy Mass (praying for the deacons, priests, and bishops who have 
served our diocese and now are gone home to God, normally in November). 
 

Second, I am the guy responsible for providing ongoing formation for the 
priests.  That could be training when new rituals are published (like the new 
marriage rituals);  as well as study days on spiritual, educational, and human  
development issues. 
 

Related to that, I plan and host a series of monthly seminars for the newly  
ordained and priests who are new to our diocese.  These include introductions 
to diocesan policies and staff;  how to process cases for the Tribunal;  financial 
and human resource issues;  and other topics that pertain to priestly life and  
making adjustments after being ordained. 
 

Finally, I am the coordinator for special programs  provided by the Diocese for 
all of the priests or smaller groups.  A few years ago we offered Good Leaders, 
Good Shepherds;  and we are preparing for a Preaching Academy starting this 
summer. 
 

So that's a brief introduction about what I might be doing when I'm not in the 
office. 

Ken's Kaleidoscope                           May 28, 2017 

5:30 pm Cantor 

7:30 am Cantor 

9:00 am Gathering Band 

11:00 am Gathering Band 

 NO 5:00 PM MASS 

Administration 

John Emilio     978-2335     jemilio@stcatherinesiena.org 

May 14, 2017 
(Sunday only) 

Actual Budgeted Last Year 

Weekly Avgs 
over the 46 Week 

Period 
$27,645 $27,573 $27,770 

YTD Amount 
Sunday ONLY 
for 46 Weeks 

$1,271,652 $1,268,340 $1,277,408 

YTD Totals 
Sunday & 
Holy Day 

$1,338,560 $1,350,540 $1,354,016 

YTD BAA 
This Year: 
Last Year: 

Paid 
$79,705.50 
$82,134.50 

Goal 
$268,989   
$278,869 

Pledged 
$150,308    461 families 

$2133,362    357 families 

Parish Finances: 
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Sponsors make our bulletin  
possible.  Please thank: 

 

Keilen Law, PLC 
Adam Keilen 

 

Vander Salm’s Floral 
John Vander Salm 

 

They are this week’s  
Featured Sponsors. 

 

 

 
This week the Sanctuary 

Lamp burns for  
all of our Veterans.  

Covenant Scholarships for  
Catholic Education 
No child of a registered  
parish family will be  
denied the opportunity of a 
Catholic education at any  
local CSGK Catholic  
elementary school due to  
financial need.  Application packets 
are available in the front office or on 
our website under who-we-are/links/. 
If you have questions, please contact 
Melissa Andregg at (269) 381-2646.  

Banns of Marriage 
 

Second Announcement 
Norman Hawker & Rebecca Cook 

 

Please pray that their marriage 
is blessed and mirrors the  

Love of God. 

Did you know 
that our parish 
has a Facebook 
page?  Visit us 
on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/
stcatherinesiena for the latest  
information on what’s happening 
around our parish.  Then, “Like” 
our page to see updates in your 
Facebook newsfeed. 

Anyone interested in volunteering MUST 

be background checked BEFORE they 

start volunteering and, if you are working 

with children, you must be VIRTUS 

trained. If you have any questions please 

contact Linda Reaume 978-2346 or 

lreaume@stcatherinesiena.org. Thank you 

for helping to keep our children safe.  

Catechesis & Evangelization 

Janet Ingersoll      327-0861       jingersoll@stcatherinesiena.org 

VBS 2017  
Registration for St. Catherine's Vacation Bible School, Earthkeepers: Adventures 
for Creation Care Kids, has begun.  The forms are available on our parish website 
(www.stcatherinesiena.org and look under “Registration Forms”) as well as in the 
church Narthex. If you have any questions please contact Janet Ingersoll at 
jingersoll@stcatherinesiena.org or 327-0861. 
 

We are collecting recyclable items to use for crafts and other activities during our 
VBS program in July.  We are looking for cereal boxes, non-styrofoam egg  
cartons, toilet paper and paper towel rolls, 16 ounce or larger plastic containers, 
bubble wrap, magazines, plastic Easter eggs, and large appliance or storage boxes 
for preschoolers to play in.  There will be a large box in Marian Hall to collect all 
of these items.  Thank you in advance for supporting this important ministry. 

Liturgical Mission 

  Fr. Ken Schmidt 

Preschool 

Mary Hunt     978-2338     mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org 

Preschool 
 

Finally the weather has warmed, and we want 
to go outside! Here our 3 and 4 year olds are 
out on a scavenger hunt. We found a worm, 
an ant, a bird, clouds, the sun, flowers, grass, 
and bees; we tried hard to find a nest but 
luck.  We will try again another day. 

Our last day of class is May 26; we will have a small graduation ceremony 
and say good bye to our 4/5 year olds and Ms. Mary Anne Munley. Thank 
you, Ms. Mary Anne, for filling in as Director. Parents, thank you for choosing 
St. Catherine’s Catholic Preschool! 
 

Join us on Monday, May 29 for the Portage Memorial Day Parade. Our  
preschool families will be marching down South Westnedge beginning at 
10:00 am. Hope to see you there! 
 

Register your child for 2016/2017 now as our classes are filling fast. We are 
limited to (24) 4 year olds and (20) 3 year olds.  Registration forms can be 
found on our website,www.statherinesiena.org, and look under “Registration 
Forms” or call Mary Hunt at 269-978-2338 or email mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org. 

Parishioners have been asking questions about the changes that will be taking 
place in our 6th-12th grade programs at St. Catherine, so we want to give  
everyone a quick update.  What was known as Faith Formation will be melded 
into the Youth Ministry program.  This will be a great blend of scripture,  
discussion, social, theology, and fellowship.  Phil Dezern will begin leading the 
Youth Ministry program for students in 6th-12th grade on July 1.  We ask for 
your patience as Phil continues to work on the new and exciting program for our 
parish.  In the coming months, information and details will be available about our 
Youth Ministry program as well as Confirmation.   

mailto:jingersoll@stcatherinesiena.org
http://www.statherinesiena.org/
mailto:mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org
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Fellowship  Mission 

Mary Hunt  978-2338     mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org 

Brick Sales 
As announced in last weekend's bulletin, we have learned that our brick engraver and supplier is about 
to retire. If you have been  thinking about ordering a brick, now is the time to do so. Payment plans are 
available. Each engraved brick costs $250.00 and has 3 lines with 15 characters per line including  
spaces. Our last order will be sent in on September 12, 2017.  Forms can be found at the front desk or 
at the Fellowship table in Marian Hall. For any other questions, please contact Mary Hunt at 269-978-2338 or 
mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org.  We have purchased 145 bricks since 2007.  

Care and Support Mission 

Mary Beckley-Clark     978-2334     mclark@stcatherinesiena.org 

Anonymous Groups 
 

Food Addicts Anonymous:   
Tuesdays,   6:30 pm,   Rooms 6-8 

 
Alcoholics Anonymous: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 5:30 pm,  
Rooms 10-12 

Saturdays,  5 pm,   Rooms 10-12 
 

Gamblers Anonymous: 
 Fridays,  7:30 pm, Rooms 10-12 

 
Overeaters Anonymous:  

  Saturdays,  11 am,   Rooms 6-8 

SAVE THE DATE!  Our next PRIMETIMERS potluck is  
scheduled for Wednesday, June 7th at 11:30 am in the  

Siena Conference Room (lower level).  Bring a dish to pass and 
enjoy some good food & interesting conversation with your  

fellow 50+ parishioners and friends.   

The Widow & Widowers Group will meet this Tuesday, May 30 at 12:00 noon at Bob Evans  
Restaurant on S. Westnedge.  Please join us for food and fellowship. 

Youth Ministry 

Nichole McClish    327-3441     nmcclish@stcatherinesiena.org 

We are still collecting returnable cans and bottles to offset the cost of our summer 2017 mission trip; they 
may be dropped off in Marian Hall.  Thank you for your support. 

Parishioners have been asking questions about the changes that will be taking place in our 6th-12th grade  
programs at St. Catherine, so we want to give everyone a quick update.  What was known as Faith Formation will be 
melded into the Youth Ministry program.  This will be a great blend of scripture, discussion, social, theology, and  
fellowship.  Phil Dezern will begin leading the Youth Ministry program for students in 6th-12th grade on July 1.  We 
ask for your patience as Phil continues to work on the new and exciting program for our parish.  In the coming 
months, information and details will be available about our Youth Ministry program as well as Confirmation. 

A special thank you to the people who schedule and purchase donut supplies. Thank you, 
Deb Lins and Joe and Sue Pawlak! We are so grateful for all you do to make our families feel  
welcomed. A huge thank you to all the donut teams and donut makers who serve the  
different shifts making sure that we have enough hot coffee and donuts for everyone.  
 

If you are interested in volunteering to serve on a donut crew, please contact Mary Hunt at 269-978-2338. This 
ministry will return in the fall. 

Funeral luncheons are provided at no cost to the families of the deceased member of the church. We 
are so thankful to the several volunteers who help make these meals possible. Inez Pochyla and Sue 
Czuk are the chefs and many other people help with their culinary expertise. Then there are the side 
dish donation volunteers that deserve a round of applause; they receive a call from Pat Pula and 
quickly put together some type of fruit or vegetable salad or a favorite dessert. It’s a very big and 
important ministry, and we would like to thank each and every one who is involved with preparing, donating, 
serving, and cleaning up. 

Looking for some help implementing a healthy lifestyle? 
COMING IN LATE JUNE AND JULY… 

 
Watch for more details in the bulletin and sign-ups after weekend Masses. 
Sponsored by Parish Nurse Ministry.  Questions? Contact Paula White RN 
at 330-3762. 

mailto:mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org
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Charity and Justice Mission 

Mary Hunt     978-2338     mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org 

Around the Diocese 

Migrant Ministry 
 
Graham crackers, fruit snacks, crackers, granola bars, juice boxes and water  
bottles are needed to provide a light snack and drink to the children in the  
migrant camps. Also needed: crayons, construction paper, coloring books, pony 
beads, pipe cleaners, nail polish, cotton balls, bubbles, bingo prizes (small toys, 
jewelry, lotions).  Donations can be placed in room 21 or dropped off at the Front 
Office marked “Migrant Ministry.” 
 
If you are interested in joining our migrant camp visits, please contact Mary Hunt 
at 269-978-2338 or mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org.  We begin our visits on July 11 
leaving St. Catherine’s parking lot around 5:30 pm and continue for 6 weeks.  

St. Vincent De Paul 
Save your SpartanNash receipts. The members of 
St. Vincent de Paul Society would like to raise extra 
cash to help with heating and housing assistance 
and Thanksgiving Basket items without a penny 
from your pocket. Just save your D &W receipts 
and drop them in the Sunday collection basket or 
give them to one of the ushers. This collection will 
continue until August 2017. $1,000 will be donated 
if we reach our goal $150,000 in receipts. Enlist 
your friends and family to help! As of May 2017, 
St. Vincent de Paul is one third of the way to their 
goal.  

 

Attention Liturgical Ministers: 
The June 3, 2017—Sept 3, 2017 Liturgical Ministry schedule is complete. If 
you have email, you should have received your new schedule via email.  If you 
do not have email, there are paper copies of the new schedule available in the 
Sacristy for you to pick up.  If you have questions about your schedule, please 
contact Kendra Stampor at 978-2332 or kstampor@stcatherinesiena.org.   

Liturgical Mission 

  Fr. Ken Schmidt      

327-5165    frken@stcatherinesiena.org 

St. Thomas More Catholic Student Parish 
has an opening for a full time secretarial  
position, 32-40 hours per week with  
benefits.  We are seeking a mature,  
organized, dependable individual with 
integrity and professionalism. We expect 
applicants to be computer proficient, have 
experience with office equipment, and be 
comfortable with Microsoft Office  
software. Please send resume and  
references to Fr. Dan Hyman c/o St. 
Thomas More Catholic Student Parish, 
421 Monroe St., Kalamazoo, MI 49006 or 
email sttoms@sttomskazoo.org.  

PURIFICATOR CARE GUILD 
 

Looking to Volunteer ? 
The Purificator Care Guild is in need of a few good souls who are  

willing to commit to caring for these sacred linens.   
Interested? 

Please call Narcia Schultz-Acker at 269-978-2340  

Thank you to everyone who has donated to Caring  
Network. There is still time if you keep forgetting; the 
pack n play will be in Marian Hall until May 31st. Bigger 
size diapers (4, 5, and 6) and new board books are always 
needed!   
Caring Network staff are thankful for the anonymous  

donation in honor of a new granddaughter. What a beautiful way to welcome a 
new life into the world! 

The Recipes for Change Committee of St. Catherine of Siena would like to thank 
everyone who attended our “Salute Italia” dinner on April 22nd. In particular, we 
want to thank the 25 volunteers wo assisted our committee in accomplishing this 
event.  Recipes from the event are located on the parish website. 

mailto:mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org
mailto:sttoms@sttomskazoo.org


The Ascension of the Lord         PAGE  6                                                                         May 28, 2017 

 

Wednesday, May 31, 2017    
   9:45 am Rosary, Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
   1:00 pm Women's Cursillo Small Group,  GLP  
   Conference Room 
   1:30 pm Brookdale/Clarebridge, Off Grounds 
     

Thursday, June 1,  2017           
   8:45 am Reconciliation, Reconciliation Room, Church 
 10:00 am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Trinity  
  Chapel 
 10:00 am Parish Nurse, Room 103, LL 
   5:30 pm AA Meeting, Rooms 10-12 
   6:00 pm Charismatic Prayer Group, Rooms 9-11 
 

Friday,  June 2, 2017   
   8:15 am Reconciliation, Reconciliation Room, Church 
 10:00 am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Trinity  
  Chapel 
   3:00 pm Benediction, Trinity Chapel 
   7:30 pm GA Meeting, Rooms 10-12 
 

Saturday, June 3, 2017            

   8:00 am Catholic Men's Fellowship, Rooms 1-3 
   8:45 am Reconciliation, Reconciliation Room, Church 
   9:00 am St. Vincent de Paul Interviews, SCR, LL 
 10:00 am Gathering Band Rehearsal, Church 
 10:15 am Holy Love Prayer Chamber, Trinity Chapel 
 11:00 am OA Meeting, Rooms 6-8 
   4:00 pm Reconciliation, Reconciliation Room, Church 
   5:00 pm AA Meeting, Rooms 10-12 
     

Sunday, June 4, 2017     
    No Events scheduled 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
*Changed locations appear in bold type after the event name.* 

 

Sunday, May 28, 2017    Equal Exchange Sales in Marian 
Hall after all the morning Masses. 
 
 

Monday, May 29, 2017       CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED 
     9:45 am Rosary, Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
     6:30 pm Bingo, Gym 
      
Tuesday, May 30, 2017  
     9:45 am Rosary, Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
   12:00 pm Widow & Widowers Lunch, Off Grounds 
     1:00 pm Senior Center Yoga, GWR 
     5:30 pm AA Meeting, Rooms 10-12 
     5:45 pm Yoga, Gym 
     6:30 pm FA Meeting, Rooms 6-8 
     7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Officers' Meeting,  
  Rooms 5-7 
 

SATURDAY: May 27 Vigil of the 7th Sunday of Easter 
      5:30 pm William Fyten  Fr. Ken  
SUNDAY: May 28 7th Sunday of Easter or Ascension of the 
Lord 
Acts 1:12-14/1 Peter 4:13-16/ John 17:1-11a  
      Presider 
     7:00 am Allen Hoh  Fr. Ken 
     9:00 am Mary Mahar  Fr. Ken 
   11:00 am Sue Adams   Fr. Ken 

MONDAY: May 29 Easter Weekday 
Acts 19:1-8/John 16:29-33 
     9:15 am Lee Seguin  
TUESDAY: May 30 Easter Weekday 
Acts 20:17-27/John 17:1-11a 
     9:15 am Yvonne Kochanczyk  
WEDNESDAY: May 31 The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
Zephaniah 3:14-18a or Romans 12:9-16/Luke 1:39-56 
     9:15 am Maria Burton   
THURSDAY: June 1 Saint Justin, Martyr 
Acts 22:30, 23:6-11/John 17:20-26 
     9:15 am Rich & Donna Buehrle 
FRIDAY: June 2 Easter Weekday, Saints Marcellinus and 
Peter, Martyrs  
Acts 25:13b-21/John 21:15-19 
     9:15 am   End of Abortion 
SATURDAY: June 3 Saint Charles Lwanga and Compan-
ions, Martyrs  
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/John 21:20-25 
    9:15 am Ethel Bronson 

SATURDAY: June 3 Vigil of Pentecost Sunday 
Genesis 11:1-9 or Exodus 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ezekiel 37:1-14 or 
Joel 3:1-5/Romans 8:22-27/John 7:37-39  
      Presider 
     5:30 pm People of the Parish TBD  
SUNDAY: June 4 Pentecost Sunday 
Acts 2:1-11/1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13/John 20:19-23   
      Presider 
     7:30 am Daniel Keller  TBD 
     9:00 am Carol Schmittler  TBD 
   11:00 am Terry Doherty   TBD  


