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St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church 
1150 West Centre Avenue 
Portage, MI 49024 
www.stcatherinesiena.org 
Phone: (269) 327-5165 
Fax: (269) 327-7266 
 

Emergency calls for a Priest: (269) 806-1102 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday: 9am-5pm 
 

Mass Schedule: 
Monday - Saturday: 9:15 am 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30 pm 
Sunday:  7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am 
 

Reconciliation: 
First Friday: 8:15 am 
Saturday:      8:45 am & 4:00 pm 
Thursday:     8:45 am 
 

Adoration: Thursday 10:00 am—11:00 pm 
      Friday 10:00 am—3:00 pm 

 

Religious Education Office: (269) 327-0861 
 

Youth Ministry Office: (269) 327-3441 
 

Information on the Sacrament of Baptism or 
Matrimony 
  Narcia Schultz-Acker  (269) 978-2340 
 

Prayer Line: 
  Phone  (269) 978-2344 
  Email: prayers@stcatherinesiena.org 
 

 

Parish Clergy 
   Fr. William Jacobs, Jr., Parochial Vicar 
   Fr. Sahaya Basker Lopez, Parochial Vicar 
   Fr. Kenneth Schmidt, Pastor 
   Fr. Stanley Witek, Parochial Vicar 
   Deacon Jack Prendergast 
   Deacon Ed Feltes 

 

Mission Statement:  
 A Community  

empowered by God  
striving to make Jesus 

known, experienced, loved 
and imitated.  

Musician Schedule:  July 1-2 

Presider Schedule:  July 1-2 

5:30 pm Fr. Ken 

7:30 am Fr. Basker 

9:00 am Fr. Basker 

11:00 am Fr. Bill 

 NO 5:00 PM MASS  

Clothing changes;  style changes.  Athletes a few decades ago 
wore knee socks and short shorts;  now they wear anklets and 
shorts past their knees.  When we’re in church, are there things I 
like and don't like? Yes. Is there clothing I would prefer and not 
prefer?  Sure.  But I won’t get dragged into the declaration of a 

dress code, and I’ll tell you why.  Because I don't think God cares.  Clothing may 
have meaning to us, but I don't think God cares a bit if we’re there to worship and 
give thanks.  On the other hand, I could conform perfectly to a dress code, and 
not have an ounce of praise or thanksgiving in my heart the whole time I’m in 
church.  

One example is a young man, and from week to week I never knew what 
color hair he would have;  but he was a faithful musician at the parish for years, 
week in and week out.  Another example is a woman who tried for years to get 
her younger brother to come to church, and one Sunday he finally came.  He was 
wearing a baseball cap.  A sincere parishioner came up to him and told him to 
take off his cap.  He did, and he never came back to church again.  What was 
gained?  So much of clothing and “style” is merely interpretation – are a  
student’s tennis shoes disrespectful, or “dressing up in their best?”  My heavens, 
lots of us remember when it was proper and necessary to wear a Kleenex or even 
a square of toilet tissue to Mass as a sign of reverence (because the chapel veil 
couldn’t be found that morning).  What would we think if we saw that next  
Sunday!? 

When I presume to tell someone how to dress or behave, I may think I’m 
being helpful, but perhaps I’m just imposing my opinion on another.  This is a 
more sensitive topic when some members of our worshipping community have 
special needs or developmental challenges.  Yes, their behavior or their toy may 
be a distraction;  or it may be what helps them to tolerate the “noise” and 
“confusion” of being in a very large room with a lot of strangers.  Have I ever 
been distracted by a child making noise or a phone ringing?  Yes.  Does that give 
me permission to go tell them off?  I don’t think so;  it doesn't really help them at 
all.  Might I have to move where I sit in church?   
Perhaps, but we don’t have reserved seats, and making the move is a gift to  
myself and the other person who doesn't have to deal with my glaring at them 
during Mass. 
            All in all, through the years I have tried harder to lean into tolerance and  
acceptance rather than making demands that others conform to my way of  
thinking; and believe me, I’m still working on it. 
 
—————————————————————————————— 
 
During this year’s “Fortnight for Freedom,” our country’s bishops have asked us 
to think about the issue of freedom to exercise our religion.  Various changes and 
movements may hamper or restrict that freedom.  The bishops highlighted some 
themes for our prayer and reflection.  You can find more about each them on the 
website Fortnight4Freedom.org, and then click on Pray, Reflect, Act: 
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5:30 pm Cantor 

7:30 am Cantor 

9:00 am Gathering Band 

11:00 am Gathering Band 

 NO 5:00 PM MASS 

For Christians in the Middle 
East 
Freedom to serve our  
communities through education 
For the freedom of the Church 
Freedom to serve families and  
children awaiting adoption  
Freedom to serve the vulnerable 

Freedom to serve migrants and  
refugees 
May we be God's servants first 
Freedom to care for the sick 
Freedom to bear witness to Truth 
Freedom to serve God with our 
whole lives 
Freedom to seek the Truth 
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Sponsors make our bulletin  
possible.  Please thank: 

 

Residential Plumbing,  
Heating & Cooling 

Laura Ostrowski 
 

Southwest Michigan  
Dermatology & Skin Care 

 Dr. David Semler 
 

They are this week’s  
Featured Sponsors. 

 

 
This week the Sanctuary 

Lamp burns for  
all attending  

Catholic Heart Work Camp.  

Covenant Scholarships for  
Catholic Education 
No child of a registered  
parish family will be  
denied the opportunity of a 
Catholic education at any  
local CSGK Catholic  
elementary school due to  
financial need.  Application packets 
are available in the front office or on 
our website under who-we-are/links/. 
If you have questions, please contact 
Melissa Andregg at (269) 381-2646.  

Did you know that 
our parish has a 
Facebook page?  
Visit us on  
Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/stcatherinesiena for 
the latest information on what’s  
happening around our parish.  Then, 
“Like” our page to see updates in your 
Facebook newsfeed. 

Anyone interested in volunteering MUST 
be background checked BEFORE they 
start volunteering and, if you are working 
with children, you must be VIRTUS 
trained. If you have any questions please 
contact Linda Reaume 978-2346 or 
lreaume@stcatherinesiena.org. Thank you 
for helping to keep our children safe.  

Preschool 

Nichole McClish    327-3441     preschool@stcatherinesiena.org  

Mary Hunt     978-2338     mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org 

Preschool 
 

Are you searching for a preschool for your 3 or 4 year old 
child this fall? St. Catherine’s Catholic Preschool provides a 
safe and nurturing learning experience in a Christ-like  
setting. We introduce the religious teachings of the Catholic 
Church through the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  
program. We teach the Gifts of the Holy Spirit to promote 
patience, kindness and the love of self and others. Other areas 

for learning opportunities are through reading and math readiness, daily art, music, and 
play. Fine motor and gross motor skills are formed through sensory play and hands-on 
experiences. 
 

Our 3 year old children meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00-11:30 am. A 
$50.00 non-refundable registration fee is required, and the tuition rate is $170.00 per 
month. 
 

The 4 year old children meet every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9:00 am-
12:00 pm with a $50 non-refundable registration fee and $195.00 tuition fee per month.  
 

Registration forms can be found on the parish website or contact Nichole McClish at 
preschool@stcatherinesiena.org or 269-327-3441.   
 

Catechesis & Evangelization 

Janet Ingersoll      327-0861       jingersoll@stcatherinesiena.org 

VBS 2017 
 

Registration for St. Catherine’s Vacation Bible School, Earthkeepers: Adventures for 
Creation Care Kids is happening now! The forms are available on our parish website 
(www.stcatherinesiena.org) under “Registration Forms” as well as in the church narthex.  
VBS will be July 17-21 from 9:00 am – 12:00 noon and is for children 3 years old 
through 5th grade.   
 
Do you like working with children? Do you like to have fun? Volunteers are needed to 
help with St. Catherine’s VBS program in July.  There are many ways that you can help: 
working in a classroom, organizing and serving snacks, and helping with crafts or games. 
You can help for the whole week or for only part of it.  If you have any questions about 
volunteering, would like to volunteer or have any other questions about VBS, please  
contact Janet Ingersoll at 327-0861 or jingersoll@stcatherinesiena.org. 

Job Opening 
St. Catherine’s has an opening for a  
Musician/Liturgist.  Please see the “Job 
Openings” section of our website 
(www.stcatherinesiena.org) for the full 
job description and employment  
application.   

Administration 

John Emilio     978-2335     jemilio@stcatherinesiena.org 

June 11, 2017 
(Sunday only) 

Actual Budgeted Last Year 

Weekly Avgs 
over the 50 Week 

Period 
$27,679 $27,570 $27,608 

YTD Amount 
Sunday ONLY 
for 50 Weeks 

$1,383,949 $1,378,494 $1,380,386 

YTD Totals 
Sunday & 
Holy Day 

$1,450,858 $1,460,694 $1,456,974 

YTD BAA 
This Year: 
Last Year: 

Goal 
$268,989   
$278,869 

Pledged 
$218,129 (81%)     664 families 
$177,897 (64%)     509 families 

Paid 
$132,329.50 (49%) 
$109,099.50 (39%) 

Parish Finances: 

http://www.stcatherinesiena.org
mailto:jingersoll@stcatherinesiena.org


Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time    PAGE  4                                                                         June 25, 2017 

 

Fellowship  Mission 

Mary Hunt  978-2338     mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org 

Care and Support Mission 

Mary Beckley-Clark     978-2334     mclark@stcatherinesiena.org 

Anonymous Groups 
 

Food Addicts Anonymous:   
Tuesdays,   6:30 pm,   Rooms 6-8 

 
Alcoholics Anonymous: 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 5:30 pm,  
Rooms 10-12 

Saturdays,  5 pm,   Rooms 10-12 
 

Gamblers Anonymous: 
 Fridays,  7:30 pm, Rooms 10-12 

 
Overeaters Anonymous:  

  Saturdays,  11 am,   Rooms 6-8 

TIME FOR LUNCH 
 

The Widow &  
Widowers Group will 
be meet this Tuesday, 
June 27 at 12:00 
noon at Bob Evans 

Restaurant on S. Westnedge.  
Please join us for good food and 
good conversation.  New members 
are always welcome! 

Our Parish Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, July 30, from 5:00 -8:00 pm 
at the Stanley Centre. Volunteers are needed to help set up, serve, clean 
up, and supervise a children’s game.  
 
We will provide the roast pig (thank you Knights of Columbus), lemonade 
and iced tea. This is a potluck event and each family is asked to bring a 
dish to share.  See below: 
 

A-F: Fruit Salads (example jell-o, fresh fruits) 
G-K: Desserts 
L-P: Cold Salads (ex. pasta salads, potato salad) 
Q-U: Hot Salads (ex. baked beans, potato casserole) 
V-Z: Vegetables - hot or cold 
 

Please contact Mary Hunt to volunteer: mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org or 
269-978-2338. 

WE NEED YOU!  
 

We are seeking volunteers who are interested in taking 
Communion to the sick and homebound of our parish.  
Trained ministers currently visit six area care facilities, 
Borgess and Bronson Hospitals, and parishioners who are 
unable to attend Mass.  Please prayerfully consider  
becoming part of this ministry.  For more information or to 
sign up for an upcoming training, contact  
Mary Beckley-Clark at mclark@stcatherinesiena.org or 

   978-2334. 

JUST A REMINDER… 
 

If you or a family member is a patient at Borgess 
or Bronson Hospital, please inform the admission 
staff that you are a Catholic from St. Catherine’s 
and would like to receive Communion.  HIPAA 
regulations require that personal information can 
only be shared with patient knowledge and  
consent.  Hospitals are unable to share this  
information unless you instruct them to do so.   

 
If you know someone in our parish community who is ill or residing at a 
long-term care facility and unable to attend Mass, please call Mary at  
978-2334 to arrange for Communion visits.   

Donut Volunteers 
Needed 
 
Second shift volunteers 
needed from 10:00 am 

-1:00 pm and a new donut maker 
are needed; training will be  
provided. We are so blessed to be 
able to provide donuts to the  
parish on Sunday mornings. This 
is only made possible through our 
loyal volunteers! Thank you! 
Please contact Deb Lins at 269-
324-9536 or Mary Hunt at 
mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org or 
269-978-2338 if interested. 

DIOCESAN 50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
A special Mass for couples of the Diocese of Kalamazoo who are celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversaries in 2017 will 
be held on Sunday, October 1, 2017 at 2:00 pm at St. Augustine Cathedral in Kalamazoo. Couples celebrating their 
50th Anniversary any time in 2017 are asked to contact the parish office at 327-5165 or frontdesk@stcatherinesiena.org by 
July 31; a personal invitation from Bishop Bradley will be sent to those couples inviting them to this celebration.  Invitations 
will be mailed beginning August 21. 

mailto:mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org
mailto:mclark@stcatherinesiena.org
mailto:mhunt@stcatherinbesiena.org
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Charity and Justice Mission 

Mary Hunt     978-2338     mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org 

Migrant Ministry 
 

Graham crackers, fruit snacks, crackers, granola bars, juice boxes and water bottles are needed to provide a light snack 
and drink to the children in the migrant camps. Also needed: crayons, construction paper, coloring books, pony beads, pipe 
cleaners, nail polish, cotton balls, bubbles, bingo prizes (small toys, jewelry, lotions). Donations can be placed in Room 21 
or dropped off at the front office marked “Migrant Ministry.”  
 

If you are interested in joining our migrant camp visits, please contact Mary Hunt at mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org or 269-978
-2338.  We begin our visits on July 11 leaving St. Catherine’s parking lot around 5:30 pm and continue for 6 weeks.  

Youth Ministry Mission 

Philip Dezern     pdezern@stcatherinesiena.org 

Please consider dropping off your returnable cans in our  
designated bin in Marian Hall.  Donations will be used  
towards our 2017 High School Summer Mission Trip! 

ST. CATHERINE – ST. JOSEPH YOUTH MINISTRY 
 
 

WHAT WILL THIS PROGRAM BE ABOUT? 
 
The question above is one that I am sure you have thought about asking.  I want 
to provide you my thoughts. The Youth Ministry program will…. 
 
 Be a place where faith, fun, sharing, and excitement meet up! 
 Be a place where anyone of any faith tradition is welcome….so invite 

friends! 
 Be a place where we will share and pray! 
 Be a place where we will laugh! 
 Be a place where we will talk about the tough questions of faith and life! 
 Be a place that provides flexible programs at two sites (St. Joseph and St. 

Catherine)! 
 Be a place where we encourage you to attend programs at both campuses! 
 Be a place where we encourage you to attend as many activities as possible! 

 
 
INTERESTED IN LEADERSHIP? 
 
We are looking for college students, young adults, and parents to help assist in 
our Youth Ministry program.   If you are interested in helping, please contact 
Philip Dezern at pdezern@stcatherinesiena.org.    

Getting ready for school 
 
We invite you to participate in the Back to School project similar to the Giving Tree at Christmas.  School supplies and 
clothes are collected for children in programs served by Portage Community Outreach Center, South County Community 
Center and Generous Hands, Family and Children Services, WMU Seita Scholars, Kalamazoo Deacon’s Conference and 
Peace House. Look for the ‘Back to School Tree’ in the Church lobby beginning the weekend of July 15-16th. If you are  
willing to assist with delivery of these items during the first week of August, check with Mary Hunt at the parish office at 
978-2338 (mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org) or email Colette at gushursts@yahoo.com. 

 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES  
JULY-AUGUST 2017 

 
Middle School Youth Ministry 

(Anyone in grades 6-8 ) 
Sundays July 9, 23 & Aug. 6, 13  
4:45 – 6:00 pm @ Stanley Centre 

 
We will eat some snacks, faith share, 
and learn the theology of the Church 

 
High School Youth Ministry  

(Anyone in grades 9 through college) 
Sundays July 9, 23 & Aug.6, 13 

6:00 – 7:30 pm  @ Stanley Centre 
 

We will eat some pizza, faith share, 
and learn the theology of the Church 

 
Prayer and Pizza  

(Anyone in grades 8 through college) 
Mondays July 24, Aug. 7, & Sept. 18  

6:30 – 8:30 pm 
Jac’s Cekola’s Pizza  

7638 S Westnedge Ave 
(in the back meeting room) 

 
We will pray, talk, and eat.   

Pizza is free 

mailto:mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org
mailto:mhunt@stcatherinesiena.org
mailto:gushursts@yahoo.com
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN435x401819756&id=YN435x401819756&q=Jac%27s+Cekola%27s+Pizza&name=Jac%27s+Cekola%27s+Pizza&cp=42.205638885498%7e-85.5900650024414&ppois=42.205638885498_-85.5900650024414_Jac%27s+Cekola%27s+Pizza
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN435x401819756&id=YN435x401819756&q=Jac%27s+Cekola%27s+Pizza&name=Jac%27s+Cekola%27s+Pizza&cp=42.205638885498%7e-85.5900650024414&ppois=42.205638885498_-85.5900650024414_Jac%27s+Cekola%27s+Pizza
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Wednesday, June 28, 2017    
    9:45 am Rosary, Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
    1:00 pm Women's Cursillo Small Group, GLP  
  Conference Room 
    1:30 pm Brookdale/Clarebridge, Off Grounds 
     

Thursday, June 29,  2017           
    8:45 am Reconciliation, Reconciliation Room, Church 
  10:00 am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Trinity  
  Chapel 
  10:00 am Parish Nurse, Room 103, LL 
    5:30 pm AA Meeting, Rooms 10-12 
    6:00 pm Charismatic Prayer Group, Rooms 9-11 
    7:00 pm Daniel Plan Group, Rooms 1-3 
 

Friday,  June 30, 2017   
  10:00 am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Trinity  
  Chapel 
    3:00 pm Benediction, Trinity Chapel 
    7:30 pm GA Meeting, Rooms 10-12 
 

Saturday, July 1, 2017            

    8:00 am Catholic Men's Fellowship, Rooms 1-3 
    8:45 am Reconciliation, Reconciliation Room, Church 
    9:00 am St. Vincent de Paul Interviews, SCR, LL 
  10:00 am Gathering Band Rehearsal, Church 
  10:15 am Holy Love Prayer Chamber, Trinity Chapel 
  11:00 am OA Meeting, Rooms 6-8 
    4:00 pm Reconciliation, Reconciliation Room, Church 
    5:00 pm AA Meeting, Rooms 10-12 
     

Sunday, July 2, 2017     
No Events Scheduled 
     
Monday, July 3, 2017            CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED 
    9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel 
     
Tuesday, July 4, 2017         CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED 
    9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel 
  

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
*Changed locations appear in bold type after the event name.* 

 

Sunday, June 25, 2017    Equal Exchange sales in Marian 
Hall after all the morning Masses. 
 
 

Monday, June 26, 2017        
      9:45 am Rosary, Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
    10:00 am Medilodge, Off Grounds 
      1:30 pm Brookdale Assisted Living, Off Grounds 
      6:30 pm Bingo, Gym 
      7:00 pm Catholic Men's Fellowship, Rooms 10-12 
 
Tuesday, June 27, 2017  
      9:30 am Prayer Shawl Weavers, PPR, LL 
      9:45 am Rosary, Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
    12:00 pm Widow & Widowers Lunch, Off Grounds 
      1:00 pm Senior Center Yoga, GWR 
      5:30 pm AA Meeting, Rooms 10-12 
      5:45 pm Yoga, Gym 
      6:30 pm FA Meeting, Rooms 6-8 
      7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Officers’ Meeting,  
  Rooms 5-7 
 

 

SATURDAY:  June 24 Vigil of The 12th Sunday in  
Ordinary Time   Presider 
      5:30 pm   Fabian Wood  Fr. Bill 
SUNDAY:  June 25 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jeremiah 20:10-13/Romans 5:12-15/Matthew 10:26-33 
      Presider 
     7:30 am Our Priests  Fr. Stan 
     9:00 am People of the Parish Fr. Bill  
   11:00 am  Barney Ross    Fr. Stan 

“Catholic schools are good for children, families,  
communities, the nation and the Church.”  

(Alliance for Catholic Education – University of  
Notre Dame) 

 
The Catholic Schools of Greater Kalamazoo is a Catholic 
school community serving over 800 families in the  
Kalamazoo area.   We offer an academically excellent  
curriculum in a spiritually rich environment from preschool 
through grade twelve. Upon graduation, our students are 
fully prepared as leaders in the community with a deep 
sense of service to others and a deep love for Gospel values 
in our world. 
 

The Catholic Schools of Greater Kalamazoo invite you to 
visit our website at csgk.org for more information about our 
schools and to schedule a tour. 
 

We are now enrolling for the 2017-18 school year. We 
can’t wait to meet you and show you why Catholic schools 
matter. 

MONDAY: June 26 Weekday 
Genesis 12:1-9/Matthew 7:1-5 
     9:15 am Madeline Socia  
TUESDAY: June 27 Weekday; Saint Cyril of Alexandria, 
Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
Genesis 13:2, 5-18/Matthew 7:6, 12-14 
     9:15 am Ron Schultz   
WEDNESDAY: June 28 Saint Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18/Matthew 7:15-20 
     9:15 am Theresa Lockhart   
THURSDAY: June 29 Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 
Acts 12:1-11/2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18/Matthew 16:13-19 
     9:15 am William Clegg 
FRIDAY: June 30 Weekday; The First Martyrs of the Holy 
Roman Church 
Genesis 17:1, 9-10, 15-22/Matthew 8:1-4 
     9:15 am   Oscar Quarmstorm 
SATURDAY: Weekday; Saint Junipero Serra, Priest; BVM 
Genesis 18:1-15/Matthew 8:5-17 
     9:15 am People of the Church 

SATURDAY: July 1 Vigil of the 13th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time    Presider 
    5:30 pm Catherine Leblong Fr. Ken 
SUNDAY: July 2 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16a/Romans 6:3-4, 8-11/Matthew 10:37-42
      Presider 
     7:30 am Maria Simper  Fr. Basker 
     9:00 am Agnes & Pete Peeters Fr. Basker 
   11:00 am Rich & Donna Buehrle  Fr. Bill 


