St. Catherine of Siena
Catholic Church

A Community empowered by God and striving to make Jesus known,
experienced, loved, and imitated.
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News from Fr. Mark

Dear Parishioners,

HOPE! As we begin this
second week of Advent in this
unusual year of 2020, we
need to see the hope that
Christ can bring to us.

So much has happened during
this calendar year. Even
though | have been asking for
weeks now (in a joking way) if we have made it to
2021, this doesn’t mean that we should lose hope.
Take a look at the history of the people of Israel and
the many things that they endured. They waited for
many centuries for their Savior. Then it finally
happened: Jesus Christ was born! The world was
changed forever because hope never died. We still
may have some difficult days and months ahead of us
because of this pandemic. Please find the hope that
you need in these days of Advent as we all wait for
Christmas. For we need to remind ourselves that the
Lord will always be the one that can change our
world. We need to just hope and trust in Him!

Don’t forget that we will NOT have an Advent
Penance Service at any of our area parishes this year
due to the pandemic. At St. Catherine, we will
continue with the Drive in Confessions on Saturday
mornings at 11:00 am until noon all winter long.
Watch for additional times as we get closer to
Christmas.

This coming week, the Church celebrates the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception, a Holy Day of Obligation.
We will have Masses available on the Vigil at 7:00 pm
on December 7 (this will be the livestream Mass) and
9:15 am and 7:00 pm on December 8. If you are able

to join us, please do so.

Please check our website frequently as we update
information about the upcoming Christmas Mass
schedule at St. Catherine and the protocols and
procedures we will be following this year. As we have
discovered in these past few months, conditions
change frequently so please stay tuned for the latest
information.

Thanks for reading!
Fr. Mark

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Schedule

Mass
Monday - Friday: 9:15 am (now in Marian Hall)
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm (new time)
Sunday: 7:30 am, 11:00 am & 5:00 pm
9:00 am (Stanley Centre)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
We are offering “drive-in” confessions in our main parking lot
on Saturdays from 11:00 am -12:00 pm. Please remain in your
car during your reconciliation.

Parish Office Hours
Open by appointment only. Please email
FrontDesk@stcatherinesiena.org Monday—Friday for
assistance. We are checking our email and phone messages
regularly during the business week.
Phone: (269) 327-5165 Fax: (269) 327-7266
Email: frontdesk@stcatherinesiena.org

Visit Our Website: www.stcatherinesiena.org
Follow Us On Facebook: facebook.com/stcatherinesiena
View Mass on YouTube: bit.ly/stcatherinesienaYouTube

If you or someone you know is in need of prayers,
please call (269) 978-2344 or email
prayers@stcatherinesiena.org.

All schedules are subject to change.
Check our website for the most up to date information.

Clergy & Deacon Contacts

fathermark@stcatherinesiena.org
fatherbill@stcatherinesiena.org
fatherben@stcatherinesiena.org
fatherjeff@stcatherinesiena.org
deaconbrian@stcatherinesiena.org

Fr. Mark Vyverman
Fr. Bill Jacobs
Fr. Ben Huynh
Fr. Jeff Hanley
Deacon Brian

Call our Front Office to leave a non-urgent message
for a Priest or Deacon
(269) 327-5165

After-hours emergency, death or danger of death,
call for a Priest: (269) 598-0357

Christmas Mass Schedule

December 24:
4:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 pm

December 25:
10:00 am
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Letter from Fr. Mark

Dear Parishioners:

We are happy to announce our plans for the 2020 Christmas Masses. We appreciate everyone who completed our
survey to help us determine the best times for everyone. Christmas Masses will look a bit different this year. For
those planning to attend in person, we are working with reduced seating capacity of 25%, social distancing, and
the need to wear a face mask.

Christmas Eve Masses (in the main church, overflow in Marian Hall): 4 pm, 7 pm, and 10 pm

Christmas Day Mass (in the main church, overflow in Marian Hall}: 10 am
Additional Masses in the STANLEY CENTRE GYM will be available should we exceed the
capacities in the Church and Marian Hall during any of these times.

What should you expect for Christmas Masses in 2020 at 5t. Catherine?

1. Ifyou are not feeling well, please stay home and watch the live stream Mass on our website, on our
Facebook, or on our YouTube channel,

2. Although Bishop Bradley has granted dispensation from attending Masses, please remember your

obligation to be mindful of your relationship with God and our need to give God thanks, especially on
the day we celebrate the birth of Jesus. Those who are sick or in a high-risk category {due to health
problems) are encouraged to watch the live stream Mass.

3. No reservations or holding seats before Masses. Seating will be first come, first serve at all our Mass
times for Christmas. We ask that you do not haold spots or pews for family members. We will not have

additional seating in the Narthex area. We will not "pack” the church as we have in previous years. Our
ushers will direct you to your seats.

4, Please arrive early. Once capacity is reached, doors will be closed, and you will be directed to go to the
Bym or come to another Mass.

5. We will livestream the Vigil Mass of Christmas at 4 pm on Christmas Eve on our website, on our
Facebook page, and on our YouTube channel. The video of this Mass will then be available for viewing in

all three locations.

ps. This includes the

for Mass will be cCleaned and

her commaon areas.

bathrooms and ot
| ask for your continued patience during these difficult times. If you and your family can join us for Christmas Mass,
we will be ready to welcome you for our Christmas celebration.

Please note: Due to the Pandemic, any changes to the regulations and restrictions by the State or the Diocese
could change our Christmas plans as outlined above. Please read the bulletin, our Facebook page, and our
website for the most up to date infoermation.

Sincerely,

&.Mim fress

Rewv. Mark J. Vyw
Pastor

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Youth Faith Formation
Phil Dezern, Director
pdezern@stcatherinesiena.org
(616) 633-0994

Youth Faith Formation Confirmation Preparation Plan for Grades 6 —12

We will be offering two program options. On-Line and In-Person Limited In-Person Program: Check the bulletin for dates
g graders can only do the online option for now. e e are not guaranteeing we will be offering
7t graders can do online with some possible limited in-person. in-person activities every month.
8"-12" graders can do both programs, at the same time. e  You will register with Philip Dezern by email or phone
Online Diocesan Program: http://www.diokzoo.org/theway call per session.
e  Go to the website above, find the grade that is appropriate. e  Registration is cut off Saturday at noon or when
e Do this program at your own pace. activity is full. We cannot take walk-ins.
= 9"™12" grade Confirmation Candidates use the 8" grade module. e  Each session will count 1.5 hours towards
= 7%.12" graders doing this program for Confirmation Credit must do the Confirmation.
following: e  Masks are required for all in-person activities.
e Atthe end of each session are questions. Write an answer to 4 ®  Please bring your own water bottles as the
of the questions listed. drinking fountains will be non-functional.
e  Turn those into Philip Dezern and you will get 1 hour of credit ~ Upcoming Dates for in-person activity:
towards Confirmation, per session of questions you complete. e  Remember you must register for each date you plan
You can email or mail these to Philip Dezern. on attending.
®  You can turn these in after each session, monthly, or after all e  We are limited in the number we can take due to
sessions are completed. Please put your name top of the sheet social distancing guidelines and leaders.
and the grade you are in, as well as session topic. e  Each date has two session times:

3:30 - 4:45 pm; 6:15-7:30 pm
e  Next In-Person Activity
No In-Person Until Further Notice

What Do You Need for Confirmation?

You must complete 60 hours of youth ministry activities (starting in 7" grade). This can be done over a
two to four year span. The Confirmation Record Keeping Form needs to be turned in the year you wish
to be confirmed. You need to do service hours (the number of hours is up to you and your parents).

The year you get confirmed, you need to write a letter to the Bishop, a paper on your service work, and a
paper on a saint. Candidates choose a sponsor (not the parents) who is at least 16 and a practicing
Catholic. Remember, being a sponsor is hard work and not an honorary title.

ONHRMATION

Stewardship
Thank You for Your Support! Alan DeMars, Finance Director
Thank you for your continued support of our church. We ask those who can ademars@stcatherinesiena.org
to continue giving, either via mail or eGiving through Vanco at (269) 327-5165
https://stcatherinesiena.org/give. If you are interested in starting an
automatic deposit of offerings, we have an Automated Clearing House Collections November 9-15, 2020: $27,822
(ACH) option you can utilize. Please see more information about this Collections November 4-10, 2019: $26,209
program on our website at https://stcatherinesiena.org/ach-form. e
Donations for Other Groups 2020 Year to Date Actuals: $468,567

When making a donation to El Sitio, Debt Reduction, Mass Intentions,
Diocesan Second Collections, etc., please do not combine with your Sunday
offertory envelope.

2019 Year to Date Actuals: $557,023

End of the Year Donations Reminders and Updates

© All Charitable donations must be post marked no later than December 31, 2020 to be included on your 2020
\Do!\n' tax statement. Any donations post marked or received after December 31 will be credited to your 2021 tax
' Fd*m statement. Due to the varied processing times of the credit card companies and banks, credit card and ACH
check donations made at the end of the year may not be processed before December 31, 2020 and will be
'\ /_ included in your 2021 tax statement.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Christmas Memorial Flower Envelopes Due December 9

The Christmas Memorial/In honor of Flower Envelopes are due by December 9

in order to be recognized in the Christmas Bulletin. If you have any questions Other News
or need an envelope, please contact the Front Office at

frontdesk@stcatherinesiena.org or 327-5165.

12021 Calendars Have Arrived—Little Books are Sold Out!

Betzler Life Story Funeral Homes has once again graciously purchased our church calendars for the parish to share
with our parishioners. Calendars are available in the vestibule for pick up. We placed our Little Books for Advent
out last weekend and they are all gone! If you would like to buy one, you can order online directly from
http://www.littlebooks.org. They are also available in eBook format at http://www.littlebooks.org/app.

Join Women of the Word This Winter

If you are looking for connection with other women and a deeper relationship with Christ, then Women of the = =

Word would like to invite you to join our current study, Touching the Divine: A Study of the Gospel of John by "=~ e ¥
Walking with Purpose. “If you have ever wondered what Jesus was really like, Touching the Divine will help fi g
you find the answer. John will teach us how much Christ loves us and how His love is the true satisfaction of “"rOU,ClJNG -

our souls.” This study started in September and runs through the end of April, but is open to new ladies joining ""*J/ e

us in January. Weekly virtual classes on Zoom start Sunday, January 10 at 6-8 pm or Thursday January 14 at ; JTIV i
10 am-Noon. Cost is $46.68 for the book from http://www.walkingwithpurpose.com or $52 at Amazon. d X | e B
Book to be individually ordered. Financial Assistance is available. Young Mom Group is offered Thursday. \ I LR g

For questions or to register contact: Janet Wheeler at rwhee28934@aol.com or Katie Packard at - ;

km_packard@hotmail.com.

Learn More About Racial Equality with JustFaith
!" JustFaith Join the St. Tom's Social Justice Ministry who is offering JustFaith Ministries' Faith & Racial Equity:
MINISTRIES Exploring Power & Privilege, a 10-week module that awakens groups to the economic systems, public
NS SR 8@ VY policies, cultural norms, and hidden biases that empower some and oppress others. Participants will read
EQU ITY: three books, 40 Days of Prayer, I'm Still Here by Austin Channing Brown, and White Fragility by Robin
EXp LORING D'Angelo. Cost of the books and materials is approximately $50. Scholarships are available.

The program will be offered virtually on Thursday evenings, 6:30 - 8:30 pm, via Zoom, beginning
January 14, 2021. Participants will need internet access. Space is limited. To register, or for more
information, contact: sttomssjm@gmail.com by December 15, 2020.

POWER & PRIVILEGE

Catholic Schools of Greater Kalamazoo -
If you have a child or children that attend one of our Catholic Schools could you please email i-\.; “ﬁ N%v =
Marianne at mverner@stcatherinesiena.org and give us their names, grade level and school name. $ ?
We appreciate your help in keeping our records straight. "Dlﬂl “ELP l

Attention Men: Become a Knight of Columbus

.
: The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic Men’s Fraternal Organization. The key principles are
2w, Knights of g g y princip

§ _ « Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. As is true of other Knights of Columbus councils, our
W Columbus

council (St. Catherine of Siena Council #6980) has activities in six different areas: Church,

Community, Council, Family, Pro-Life, and Youth. We are actively seeking men (at least 18
years of age) who would like to join our council. To join, either go online (12 month membership fee is waived) at
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html or contact Dan Dunn at 370-2433 or ddunnlucey@charter.net.

Inclement Weather Policy 2020

As the season for unpredictable weather approaches, we want to remind our Parishioners of our Inclement ;
Weather Policy for closing the Parish (with a few changes due to COVID-19). In the past, we followed the

Portage Public School cancellation schedule. However, with most schools teaching virtually this year, we will
use the Pastor’s discretion on the weather conditions and inform everyone via our Front Office Voicemail
(327-5165), our Facebook page, and on our website (http://www.stcatherinesiena.org), and on WWMT-TV
and WOOD-TV. If the Parish is closed, all activities are cancelled and there will be no Mass.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mass Intentions

SATURDAY: December 5, Vigil of Second Sunday of Advent
4:00 pm tEvelyn Schmidt

SUNDAY: December 6, Second Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11/2 Peter 3:8-14/Mark 1:1-8

7:30 am tMary Johnson

9:00 am TRobert Ostrowski

11:00 am People of the Parish

5:00 pm tMildren & TMyron Orr
MONDAY: December 7, Saint Ambrose, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
Isaiah 35:1-10/Luke 5:17-26

9:15 am TRichard LeBlanc

Vigil of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary —
Holyday of Obligation
Genesis 3:9-15, 20/Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12/Luke 1:26-38

7:00 pm People of the Parish
TUESDAY: December 8, The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary — Holyday of Obligation
Genesis 3:9-15, 20/Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12/Luke 1:26-38

9:15 am TTed Piotrowicz
7:00 pm People of the Parish

WEDNESDAY: December 9, Advent Weekday; Saint Juan Diego
Cuauhtlatoatzin
Isaiah 40:25-31/Matthew 11:28-30

9:15 am tCharles C. Flanagan, Sr.
THURSDAY: December 10, Advent Weekday; Our Lady of Loreto
Isaiah 41:13-20/Matthew 11:11-15

9:15 am tCelina Vande Vort
FRIDAY: December 11, Advent Weekday; Saint Damasus |, Pope
Isaiah 48:17-19/Matthew 11:16-19

9:15 am JoAnn Szczepaniuk
SATURDAY: December 12, Our Lady of Guadalupe
Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Luke 1:26-38 or
Luke 1:39-47 (690A), or any readings from the Lectionary for Mass
(vol. 1IV), the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712

9:15am People of the Parish

SATURDAY: December 12, Vigil of the 3" Sunday of Advent
4:00 pm tMike Wisser

SUNDAY: December 13, The 3™ Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thessalonians 5:16-24/John 1:6-8, 19-28

7:30 am People of the Parish

9:00 am tKimberly Zeug
11:00 am tJudy LaPorte

5:00 pm tCharles Semler

Notice of Non-Discriminatory Policy As To Students
The Schools of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo admit
students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the
rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or
made available to students at the schools. The Schools of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo do not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of
education policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan
programs, athletic and other school-administered programs and
activities, employment policies or contractual agreements.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Staff Contacts

* On furlough (unpaid leave);
Other lay staff hours have been reduced

Administrative Assistants
Alana Murray / frontdesk@ / (269) 327-5165
Christa Quandt* / frontdesk@ / (269) 327-5165

Adult Faith Formation

Fr. Mark Vyverman / fathermark@ / (269) 327-5165

Children’s Faith Formation
Karen Galloway / cff@ / (269) 327-0861
Alyssa Brown* / cff@ / (269) 327-0861

Finance
Alan DeMars / ademars@ / (269) 978-2338
Linda Reaume / Ireaume@ / (269) 978-2346

Human Resources
Alan DeMars / ademars@ / (269) 978-2338

IT & Communications Coordinator
Kendra Stampor / kstampor@ / (269) 978-2332

Music Ministry
Tricia Tetzlaff / ttetzlaff@ / (269) 978-2333

Nursery Coordinator
Deb Dozeman / ddozeman@ / (269) 327-3441

Office Supervisor
Marianne Verner / mverner@ / (269) 978-2340

Parish Nurse (volunteer)
Paula White / pwhitentc@mac.com /
(269) 330-3762

Virtus & Communication Manager
Deb Dozeman / ddozeman@ / (269) 327-3441

Youth Faith Formation
Phil Dezern / pdezern@ / (616) 633-0994

Unless otherwise indicated,
all email addresses end in:
@stcatherinesiena.org
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Our Family Serving You
for 86 Years
Catholic Funeral Directors on Staff

o[)al/l e 61]16/

Family Funeral Homes

WESTSIDE - CLIMAX - COMSTOCK - GALESBURG - KALAMAZOO - PORTAGE

Ei—— %
HUGHEY
REALTORS
Call Randy: 269-744-0381

www.hugheyrealtors.net
Randy & Janine Hughey - St. Martin Parishioners

_______

Fletcher’ s
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WY 600D FRIENDS |
SHAVER RD. & CENTRE ST.
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7177 West Q Ave.
342-5208

www.houz@sbcglobal.net
I THE HOUSLERS — HACKETT GRADS i

INSURANCE WITH SERVICE SINCE 1919

Win Swieczkowski, Parishioner « www.langelands.com - 343-1508

Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism

KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS

Y Portage Council, #6980, meets
at St. Catherine of Siena Church.
Call Dan Dunn at 269-370-2433

ddunnlucey@charter.net

FREE LOANER CARS

~dito )Sm‘.- S
L] L]

Traditional &
Modern Facilities
6080 Stadium Dr.

375-2900

BetzlerLifeStory.com
Scott Betzler -

g 7 go ; {:‘?’
Bl FUNERAL HOMES '

Betzler

Catholic Director

Parishioners
FREE SINK with Kitchen Purchase

'375-1660

www.centraltile.net

Auto Body & Collision Center

The Pienta Family, St. Monica Parishioners

PRE-OWNED CARS, TRUCKS & VANS
MIKE & JACK JOHNSON ¢ PARISHIONER
2815 Stadium Dr. « www.stadiummotors.com

ZEMLICK.COM

Oh, ya! We have Coffee too!

CHRISTIAN HEALING
at St. Catherine’s
Charlotte M. Thomas - 248-277-8114
Donations only, please, to St. Catherine’s

Chad Schuring

AUTO « HOME - LIFE - COMMERCIAL

“.  Dave's
Q% Security
== Corp.
Dave Fening - Parishioner
8135 Cox's Drive « Suite 214
269-329-0373

www.davessecurity.com

“We Protect Your.
Most Precious Possessions”

|

Thomas
Kwong, DDS, MS
Parishioner

N

specializing in orthodontics for
children & adults

269.327.4459

www.kwongortho.com

KEILEN LAW, PLC

Attorneys & Counselors

ROSS W. KEILEN
141 E. Michigan Avenue, Suite 602
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
OFFICE: (269) 382-4818
AX: (269) 459-1478
EMAIL: INFO@KEILENLAW.COM

WWW.KEILENLAW.COM
LiticaTioN « BUsINESS/CORPORATE Law

ESTATE PLANNING AND PROBATE: WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES

omence

GARDEN CENTER

9660 SHAVER RD.

Turning 65 or new to Medicare?
¥ // califora FREE MEDICARE 101 CONSULTATION
Tired of paying high premiums?

Call us fora quote... 269:323-7888

PARISHIONER

*324‘»;,

Area’s Largest
Landscape Nursery
Headquarters

www.romehcegardeninc.com

Sl I e oot

Dorothy Endres Insurance Agency
Specialists in Medicare Supplement Insurance

Portage * 269-327-9600
In Front of Sam’s Club
TuffyPortage.com

Rick & Carol King, St. Catherine Parishioners

e o

Parishioners

Home is right
around the corner.
We'll guide you every step of the way.

2004 W. Milham Ave., Portage, 49024 PARISHIONER
$ Pavishioners | OPEN 7 DAYS
AJEE C ann ey S 269.903.2447 (@ <&
We Service _preR CONPITIONING, ,\  Free In Home CHOCOLATEzy) MOLLY MAID
All Makes =V — Water Test wnwi.chocola-tea.com @ Neighborly
pocally Owney = - $1000 Loose Leat Tea 269-552-4949
& Operated  ECOWATER DISCOUNT Fine Chocolates $50 Savings
Since 1940 @ g]ne ‘t):l%v I;rerrcl;zsfetc(;fe i Coffee/Espresso ¢ Café ¢ Gifts $10 OFF THE
=== - | Owner Polly Cekola-Kragt FIRST FIVE CLEANS
1-877-343-2699 www.Canneys.com  269-343-2691 | 7642 S Westnedge » Portage |  www.mollymaid.com
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Rehab Specialists

& 1908 W Milham Ave. e Portage MI 49024

PHYSICAL THERAPY ® SPEECH THERAPY
© OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY e
MASSAGE THERAPY
PARKINSONS ® SPINE ® LYMPHADEMA
© ORTHOPEDICS ® NEUROPATHY
AND MUCH MORE!
269-459-6212
www.rehabspecialistsmi.com
JOHN STEPHEN & ANDY FATE, OWNERS, PARISHIONERS
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