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prayers@stcatherinesiena.org,  (269) 978-2344, 
or https://stcatherinesiena.org/prayerrequest 

Stewardship 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Here and there, I’m 
getting a few 
questions about 
“What is the new 
Bishop like?”  
Of course, like 
everyone else, we 
are introducing 
ourselves to the Bishop, one by one. It’s a good 
thing that he comes from Pennsylvania. We 
won’t have to teach him how to drive in the 
snow! Bishop Lohse is gradually starting to get 
things in place and understand our diocese. 
When he was named as Bishop Elect a few 
months ago, Bishop Bradley just needed to 
keep things running until Bishop Lohse was 
ordained. Now the Bishop is meeting his staff, 
councils, and parish priests. Soon after his 
ordination, the diocese’s priests had our 
annual Priest Picnic with the seminarians. I 
could tell that he was trying to remember 
everyone’s name and where they were from. 
My first pastorate was in Gull Lake and that’s 
where we met for the picnic. Fr. Antony and I 
were in the car right behind the Bishop. Since 
St. Ann has a setting in the woods, he 
wondered if he was in the right place. I had to 
chuckle and tell him that like several of our 
parishes in the diocese, they are not all located 
in easy to find places! As for knowing what the 
new Bishop is like, I’m learning a little bit more 
about him every time we have an opportunity 
to meet. I think he has figured out that I’m in 
Portage and have been a part of several of the 
diocesan councils. Maybe one of these days, I’ll 
even convince him to drop in for a Mass!  
 
For our students starting school this coming 
week, and next week, may all of you have a 
blessed and safe start to the school year! 
 
Thanks for reading! 
Fr. Mark 

stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com 

facebook.com/stcatherinesiena 

www.stcatherinesiena.org 

Mass  
   Monday - Saturday:  9:15 am (Trinity Chapel) 
      Saturday:                    4:00 pm, Vigil Mass 
      Sunday:                   7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, & 5:00 pm  

  

All schedules are subject to change.  
 

 

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays from 11:00 am—12:00 pm,  

Trinity Chapel/GLP  
If this time does not work for you, call our Front Office 

to schedule an appointment with a priest.  
 

 
 

 

Front Office Hours 
        Monday - Friday:                   9:00 am—2:00 pm  
        Phone: (269) 327-5165 Fax: (269) 327-7266 

        Email: Office@stcatherinesiena.org  

Text to Give: (844) 311-5105 

July 31 - August 9, 2023   
Envelopes & 
Loose  
Donations 

$ 13,390  

 
Electronic   
Giving  

 $ 8,693 

  $ 22,083 

August 1 - 7, 2022 
Envelopes & 
Loose  
Donations 

$ 16,135 

 
Electronic  
Giving  

$ 19,754 

  $ 35,889 

2023 Year to Date $ 166,200 

2022 Year to Date $ 161,889 

Thank you all for your continued generosity!   

If you are interested in membership or volunteering,  
please contact our Front Office today!  

Office@stcatherinesiena.org or 327-5165.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Calendar of Events
Calendar events subject to change! 

In today’s Gospel a Gentile woman calls out to Jesus asking Him to heal her daughter of a demon. At first, 

He ignores her, telling the apostles He was sent by God to help Israelites. But the woman does not give 

up. She continues to pay homage to Jesus and beg for His mercy. When Jesus sees the depth of the 

woman’s faith, He cures the daughter at the very moment. Bible scholars compare this story in 

Matthew’s Gospel to his earlier account of “The Healing of a Centurion’s servant.” (Mt. 8: 5-13) In that 

gospel story a military commander, despite being a despised outsider, pleads with Jesus to save his 

beloved servant and “at that very hour” the servant is healed. In both these stories, Jesus breaks with His 

usual procedure of ministering only to the Israelites.  Jesus recognizes the depth of faith of these Gentiles 

and extends His mercy to their needs.  It would be easy to question why our loving Jesus initially turns 

them away before finally extending His healing mercy. But perhaps He wants to make the point that to 

God it is not one’s background, (racial, ethnicity, political, etc.) that is important. Rather, it is the depth of 

one’s faith in Jesus that matters. These stories occurred early in His ministry, and He was demonstrating 

to the disciples and the Jewish people His divinity. It was because of the deep faith of the Centurion and 

the Canaanite woman that their prayers were answered. Our prayers too will be answered if our faith is 

deep, and our prayers are persistent! The answer may not come in the way we expect or the time frame 

we want but He will always answer. His plan for us always comes from His perfect love that wills only the 

best for each of us.

Reflection by parishioner, Dale Gerber

Reflection on the Readings 

Sunday, August 20, 2023
7:30 am Mass, Church
9:00 am Mass, Church

11:00 am Mass, Church
5:00 pm Mass, Church

Monday, August 21, 2023
9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel
7:00 pm Catholic Men’s Fellowship, Offsite

Tuesday, August 22, 2023 
9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel
9:30 am Prayer Shawl Knitters, GLP
9:45 am Rosary, Trinity Chapel

Wednesday, August 23, 2023
9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel

Thursday, August 24, 2023 
9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel

10:00 am Adoration, Trinity Chapel
12:50 pm Benediction, Trinity Chapel

Friday, August 25, 2023 
9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel

Saturday, August 26, 2023
7:30 am Catholic Men’s Fellowship, Rooms 9/11
8:30 am SVDP Interviews, Stanley Centre Office
9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel

11:00 am Reconciliation, GLP & Trinity Chapel
12:00 pm Baptism, Church

3:30 pm Rosary for Life, Church
4:00 pm Mass, Church

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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News Around St. Catherine 
Scripture Study Begins: September 13 

Is it August already? My gracious where did the summer 
go? Well September is right around the corner, and we will 
beginning Scripture Study again on, Wednesday,  
September 13. We meet weekly from 7:00-8:00 pm, in the 
Stanley Center and/or on Zoom, when you can’t make it in 
person. We read the scriptures through the lens of the  
culture when they were written. This year we are studying 
the Gospel of Matthew and Mark, as well as the book  
“Age to Age” by Edward Foley. This book tells of the  
development of our Eucharistic Celebrations. Please  
contact Barbara Murphy-Sanders through Flocknote 
(Scripture Study) or by email bmurphysanders@gmail.com 
with any questions. We hope to see you there! 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
Are you a non-Catholic who is interested in knowing more 
about the Catholic Church or even possibly becoming  
Catholic? Do you know someone who has asked you about 
being or wanting to become Catholic? Are you an adult 
Catholic who only received Baptism and has not yet  
received First Holy Communion or Confirmation and  
desires to do so? Then the RCIA is for you! We will hold our 
first inquirer’s session on Tuesday, September 19 from 
7:00-8:30 pm. There is no sign up, just show up! Please 
contact George Dragan for more information  
gdragan@stcatherinesiena.org. 

Thank You to our Reading Reflections Authors 
We want to take a minute to thank Dale Gerber and John 
Ceglarek for their dedication on writing our weekly  
reflections on the readings. Dale and John have been  
doing this for a long time and we appreciate the effort they 
put into them. We want to point out that we accidentally 
accredited the August 6 and 13 bulletin reflections to John, 
when they were written by Dale. We apologize for these  
mistakes. Please join us in thanking them for everything 
they do for our parish. 

St. Catherine of Siena Job Listings: 

With the exciting growth of our parish, we are looking to 
add to our "STELLAR" team! We are looking for two  
talented and experienced individuals to join us as we 
grow and strengthen our parish: 
  
1. Parish Relations Manager:  
https://indeedhi.re/3OCLNsi 
 
2. Administrative Support Leader: 
https://indeedhi.re/47jstb5 
  
If you or anyone you know is interested in learning more 
about either of these roles, prepare a resume and cover 
letter and contact Al DeMars at (269) 978-2338.  

 

Parishioner Spotlight: 

Max & Frieda Walter 

Please join with us to congratulate long-time parishioners Max and Frieda 
Walter on their 70th wedding anniversary, on September 5! This is a truly 
incredible milestone, and they serve as beautiful models of what true love 
and service in a relationship looks like. Max and Frieda moved to Portage 
in 1968, and became parishioners that same year. Over the years they 
both have given so much to our parish family. Max loves woodworking and 
made several wood art pieces that are still in the church today! He was 
also involved with the Knights of Columbus and various other men’s 
groups they had in the past. Frieda was a Eucharistic minister for several 
years and she also sewed for the Giving Tree. Max and Frieda have four 
children, Janet, Jane, Dean, and Dale; 7 grandchildren, Kyle, Blair, Haley, 
Eric, Whit, Kate, and Colin, as well as 7 great-grandchildren. Before they 
retired, Max worked for Frito-Lay and had a delivery route, while Frieda 
worked for Upjohn in food service. Unfortunately they can no longer 
attend Mass and other events at St. Catherine, as they moved into assisted 
living last year. However, they still participate in the Mass with regular  
visits from our Deacons to pray and deliver Holy Communion. Max and 
Frieda are sharing a room and would love to receive any cards or  
communications from parishioners. If you would like to send them cards 
for their anniversary their address is: Friendship Village; Room #2110; 
1400 N. Drake Rd.; Kalamazoo 49006. 
 

Thank you Max & Frieda for Everything! 
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:bmurphysanders@gmail.com
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Michigan March for Life: November 8
The Michigan March for Life will be on Wednesday, 
November 8. The Rally starts at 11:00 am with the 
actual March beginning at 12:00 pm. The Rally and 
March will be held at the steps of the Capitol 
building in Lansing. There will be buses organized to 
take parishioners from various locations in the 
Kalamazoo Diocese to the March. Please contact Lisa 
Irwin at lisairwin@ccdok.org or (269) 381-9800 with 
any questions. We hope to see many of you there!

Job Openings at St. Monica School
• Middle School English Language Arts Teacher 

(Full-time salaried)
• Full Time 4th Grade Aide (40 hrs/week)

• Early Childhood Classroom Aide, Wed - Fri 
(25 hrs/week)

• Traffic Monitors (10 hrs/week) (morning and 
afternoon)

• Lunch Room Monitor (12 hrs/week)

• After-School Care Worker (12 hrs/week)
• Substitute Teachers

• Office Staff Substitutes
For questions or to apply, please email Principal 
Jordon Beery: jbeery@stmonicakzoo.org or call the 
school office at 269-345-2444 for more information.

News Around 
the Diocese

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:jbeery@stmonicakzoo.org
mailto:lisairwin@ccdok.org
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Fr. Mark Vyverman                        fathermark@ 
Fr. Antony Rajesh, MFSF         fatherantony@ 
Deacon Brian Kaluzny                  deaconbrian@ 
Deacon Ron Brown                    deaconronald@ 
 

All clergy contacts are @stcatherinesiena.org  
 

Call our Front Office to leave a non-urgent message 
for a Priest or Deacon (269) 327-5165  

VIRTUS training is required of any adult who works with children at the church or within the Catholic Schools.  

Mass Intentions Staff Contacts 
Accounting 
accounting@stcatherinesiena.org 
Alan DeMars /  (269) 978-2338 
Linda Reaume / (269) 978-2346 
 

Bulletin/Communications 
communications@stcatherinesiena.org 
James Reasoner /  (269) 327-3441 
 

Faith Formation Ministry 
faith@stcatherinesiena.org 
Casey Keller / (269) 978-2335 
George Dragan  / (269) 978-2347 
 

Front Office 
office@stcatherinesiena.org  
Kristi Kelly / (269) 978-2340 
 

Music Ministry  
music@stcatherinesiena.org 
Michelle Clemens / (269) 327-5165 
  

Parish Nurse Ministry  
pwhitentc@mac.com  
Paula White (volunteer) / (269) 330-3762  

SATURDAY:  August 19, Vigil Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time  
 4:00 pm Charles & Elizabeth Kovacs †  
SUNDAY:  August 20, Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 56:1, 6-7/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28 
   7:30 am Jamie Lopez †    
   9:00 am Marvin Kreis † 
 11:00 am    People of the Parish 
   5:00 pm    Charlene Abbott 

MONDAY:  August 21, Saint Pius X, Pope 
Jgs 2:11-19/Mt 19:16-22 
   9:15 am  Robin Williams † 
TUESDAY:  August 22, The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
Jgs 6:11-24a/Mt 19:23-30 
   9:15 am    Atkinson Family † 
WEDNESDAY:  August 23, Saint Rose of Lima, Virgin 
Jgs 9:6-15/Mt 20:1-16 
   9:15 am    Steven  Whitehead †   
THURSDAY:  August 24, Saint Bartholomew, Apostle 
Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51   
   9:15 am    Msgr. Eugene Sears † 
FRIDAY:   August 25, Saint Louis; Saint Joseph Calasanz, 
Priest 
Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16,22/Mt 22:34-40 
   9:15 am    Rocco & Kiara Sculli  
SATURDAY:  August 26 
Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Mt 23:1-12 
   9:15 am    Deacon Ed Feltes † 

SATURDAY:  August 26, Vigil  Twenty-First Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 
 4:00 pm Dan Kitchen †  
SUNDAY:  August 27, Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 22:19-23/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 
 7:30 am  Margaret Hudson †    
   9:00 am  Joe Nespodzany, Sr. †  
  11:00 am    Marvin Kreis †    
    5:00 pm    People of the Parish  

A teacher asked her Faith Formation class to draw 
pictures of their favorite Bible stories. 

She was puzzled by a boy’s picture which showed 
four people on an aircraft, so she asked him which 
story it was meant to represent. “The 
flight to Egypt,” he replied.  

“I see…And that must be Mary,  
Joseph, and Baby Jesus,’ she said. 
“But who’s the fourth person?” 

“Oh, that’s Pontius – the Pilot!”  photo created by  
rawpixel.com 

Text JOINSCS to 84576 OR  
Connect with us online at:  

stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com 

Clergy Contacts 

After-hours emergency, death or danger of death,  
call for a Priest: (269) 598-0357 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Complete Lawn Care

Landscaping • Snow Plowing

321-9333Lawn & Landscaping Services erving South West Michigan For 56 Years”

24 HOUR SERVICE

ROBERT OSTROWSKI
Parishioner

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

269-342-6909
esperelectric.com

Thomas a. Keller, jr., m.d. • Parishioner & Partner
269.373.1222

 David M. Buday
 Julie A. Sullivan

Diocesan
Parishioners

www.millerjohnson.com     100 W Michigan Ave.    269-226-2950

269-568-3101

1120 S Burdick
343-2671

www.kalamazooflorist.com

MENTION THIS AD FOR 5% 
REFUND TO ST. CATHERINE’S

parishioner

CALL 344-4916

www.petersenautobody.com • FAX: 344-7092

Complete
Collision
Repair
Service

Since
1951

Quality Work & Dependable Service

3603 S BURDICK • JUST SOUTH OF CORK ST.

The Owel Family, Parishioners

Dan Melnik, CPA • 269-383-1900
dan@melnikcpa.com • www.melnikcpa.com

D.L. Gallivan
Office Solutions

Jim Gaugier, President
jimgaugier@dlgallivan.com
1424 West Centre Street
Portage, MI 49024

KALAMAZOO (269) 349-1581
BATTLE CREEK (269) 964-0065

TOLL FREE (800) 886-1581
FAX (269) 349-2317www.copykalamazoo.com

IMPORT CAR EXPERTS
shoemakersgarageinc.com

633 E CROSSTOWN PKWY.  • 1 Block West of Portage Rd.

Hours - 7:30 to 5:30, M-F

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Import and Domestic

345-1071

 www.kalamazoosmiles.com
269-353-3700  l 5925 Venture Park Dr. 

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Katherine M. Bandos, DMD 
Parishioner

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

Get this bulletin
emailed to you 
every week.

Simply go to
www.DM.CHURCH/1298

...or scan

For Adver� sing Info Call:

droe@diocesan.com

Dennis Dykstra
616-916-9683

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PARISHIONER

SHAVER RD. & CENTRE ST.
BATTERIES • BRAKES • ALIGNMENTS

 8012 SHAVER RD. 327-2587

375-1660
www.centraltile.net

Parishioners
FREE SINK with Kitchen Purchase

Mike & Jack Johnson • Parishioner

2815 Stadium Dr. • www.stadiummotors.com

PRE-OWNED CARS, TRUCKS & VANS

Dave’s
Security

Corp.
Dave Fening - Parishioner
8135 Cox’s Drive • Suite 214

www.davessecurity.com
269-329-0373

“We Protect Your
Most Precious Possessions”

269.903.2447
OPEN 7 DAYS

Owner Polly Cekola-Kragt
7642 S Westnedge • Portage

Loose Leaf Tea
Fine Chocolates 

Coffee/Espresso ◊ Café ◊ Gifts

Call Randy: 269-744-0381
www.hugheyrealtors.net

Randy & Janine Hughey - St. Martin Parishioners

•  Protect your assets for your spouse and kids
•  Access the care you need
•  Avoid nursing home poverty
•  Pass assets to your kids and protect them
   from creditors, lawsuits, and divorce

Bill Wieringa, JD
1112 E. Centre Avenue, Portage, MI 49002

   bill@wieringalaw.com • www.wieringalaw.com

William R.Wieringa, P.C.

By frequenting these
advertisers you are
directly supporting
the publication of

this bulletin.

Call Dennis Dykstra:
 616-916-9683 or email 
ddykstra@diocesan.com

for details!

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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