
 

March 3, 2024 
Third Sunday of Lent 

1150 West Centre Ave. • Portage, MI • www.stcatherinesiena.org • (269) 327-5165 

In case of after-hours emergency, death, or danger of death, please call: (269) 598-0357 

St. Catherine of Siena  
Catholic Church 

We are called to honor the Lord by serving each other in hope.  
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prayers@stcatherinesiena.org,  (269) 978-2344, 
or https://stcatherinesiena.org/prayerrequest 

Stewardship 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
I’m pleased to announce 
that we have been able to 
complete the work on our 
Marian Hall restrooms. It’s 
hard to believe that we are 
approaching 40 years of 
use in the Marian Hall wing 
of the main building. With 
the updates that we have 
made, the improvements 
should give us many good years of use. Thank you once 
again for your patience as we have made these 
improvements. 
 
Our parish penance service is this Wednesday, March 
6th at 6:30 p.m. As we have in the past, we have invited 
priests from the area parishes to help hear confessions. 
If this is not a convenient time to go to confession, 
please check the penance service schedule for the 
parishes in the area that are offering penance services 
in the next few weeks. We will continue to offer 
confessions before the Stations on Friday nights until 
Good Friday and the regular confession time of 11 a.m. 
on Saturday mornings. 
 
For those parishioners who have been here prior to the 
2006 renovations to the church and the addition of the 
office wing and Trinity Chapel, you may remember the 
different seating arrangements that we had: both pews 
and individual chairs with kneelers. Our Trinity chapel 
continues to have kneelers available, but the main 
church does not. Since my arrival here, a number of 
both parishioners and visitors have asked when we are 
going to have kneelers. With the curved pews, it’s not 
easy for kneelers to be installed. However, we do have 
one section where it is possible to have kneelers 
installed: the section by the Holy Family statue. As the 
Bishop has given his blessing, we will be installing 
kneelers in that section of the Church. Due to the early 
deadline for my columns, the kneelers may or may not 
be here and installed by the time you read this column. 
In the next few weeks, I will take some time to explain 
the history and the reason behind having kneelers in 
churches. The simple answer is that it shows our 
respect when we are in the presence of God, especially 
in the Eucharist. 
 
Thanks for reading! 
 
Fr. Mark 
 

stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com 

facebook.com/stcatherinesiena 

www.stcatherinesiena.org 

Mass  
   Monday - Saturday:   9:15 am (Trinity Chapel) 
      Saturday:                    4:00 pm, Vigil Mass 
      Sunday:                   7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, & 5:00 pm  

  

All schedules are subject to change.  
 

 

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays from 11:00 am—12:00 pm,  

Trinity Chapel/GLP  
If this time does not work for you, call our Front Office 

to schedule an appointment with a priest.  
 

 
 

 

Front Office Hours 
        Monday - Friday:                   9:00 am—2:00 pm  
        Phone: (269) 327-5165 Fax: (269) 327-7266 

        Email: Office@stcatherinesiena.org  

Text to Give: (844) 311-5105 

February 19 - February 
25, 2024 

Envelopes & 
Loose  
Donations 

$12,987  

 
Electronic   
Giving  

$9,519 

  $22,506 

February 20 - February 
26, 2023 

Envelopes & 
Loose  
Donations 

$15,026 

 
Electronic  
Giving  

$4,285 

  $19,311 

2023 - 2024 Year to Date $1,020,163 

2022 - 2023 Year to Date $1,033,594 

Thank you all for your continued generosity!   

If you are interested in membership or volunteering,  
please contact our Front Office today!  

Office@stcatherinesiena.org or 327-5165.  
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Calendar of Events Calendar events subject to change!  

Today’s readings again speak about the covenant relationship between God and humanity. In the first reading, 

God delivers the ten commandments to Moses, and through him to the Jewish community. In return for God’s 

abundant blessing upon them, the Israelites were told how they needed to relate to Him. The “rules” were not 

meant to be a burden to the people, but to show them how to live in harmony with both God and each other. 

Both the psalmist and St. Paul extol the virtues of God’s wisdom. By Jesus’ time, the rationale behind God’s   

commandments was lost. The commandments had been turned into a long list of rules, a legalistic interpretation 

designed to both put the “rule makers” (the Pharisees) in power over the people and to turn a profit for some 

(like those using the temple as a marketplace). In today’s Gospel reading (and indeed throughout His ministry), 

we hear Jesus, who is the ultimate fulfillment of God’s covenant with humanity, call foul. He called the Jewish 

community then, and He calls us today, to turn back to God and His covenant. Forget the long list of enslaving 

rules, and simply love God and each other as He intended from the beginning. As Jesus pointed out, all the   

commandments boil down to two things: Loving God above all else and loving our neighbors as ourselves. It 

seems so simple, and yet…look at our world. We don’t need to look much beyond our own communities,   

families, and workplaces to see that we’re not doing a great job…not to mention the state of world affairs. Lent 

is the time, the very acceptable time, to look at our lives. How are we doing with those two simple requirements 

of being a Christian? This is the time to acknowledge our failings and to repent of them; to return to living as 

people in a loving relationship with our God. 

         Reflection by parishioner John Ceglarek 

Reflection on the Readings  

Sunday, March 3, 2024 
 7:30 am Mass, Church 
 8:30 am Coffee and Donuts, Marian Hall  
 9:00 am  Mass, Church 
 11:00 am Mass, Church  
 11:40 am RCIA Dismissal, Room 1/3 
 5:00 pm Mass, Church 
 6:00 pm WOW, Room 2/4  

 

Monday, March 4, 2024  
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel 
 11:30 am Primetimers, Buddy’s Pizza, Westnedge  
 7:00 pm Catholic Men’s Fellowship, GLP  

 
Tuesday, March 5, 2024    
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel  
 9:45 am Rosary, Trinity Chapel  
 6:30 pm RCIA, Room 5/7 
 6:30 pm RCIC, Room 6/8 
 6:30 pm Knights of Columbus Rosary, Fellowship  
 7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Business Meeting, Fellowship 
 

Wednesday, March 6, 2024  
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel  
 10:00 am St. Catherine’s Buddy Up Walkers, SC Gym  
 6:00 pm First Communion Interviews, Stanley Centre  
 6:30 pm Penance Service, Church, Trinity, GLP, Classrooms 
 7:00 pm Scripture Study, Zoom  
 
 
 

Thursday, March 7, 2024 
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel  
 9:30 am WOW, Marian Hall & Rooms 5/7, 6/8, 9/11 
 10:00 am Adoration, Trinity Chapel  
 12:50 pm Benediction, Trinity Chapel   
 6:00 pm First Communion Interviews, Rooms 1/3, 2/4, 5/7 
 6:30 pm Choir Practice, Choir Room  

 
Friday, March 8, 2024   
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel  
 6:30 pm Reconciliation, GLP  
 7:00 pm Stations of the Cross, Church  

 
Saturday, March 9, 2024 
 7:30 am Catholic Men’s Fellowship, Room 9/11 
 8:30 am SVDP Interviews, Stanley Centre Office  
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel 
 11:00 am  Reconciliation, GLP, Trinity Chapel 
 1:00 pm First Holy Communion Retreat, Church, Marian  
 2:45 pm Siena’s Rehearsal, Church, Choir Room  
 3:30 pm Rosary for Life, Church 
 4:00 pm Mass, Church 

BAA Payment Reminder 
To ensure that your Bishop Annual Appeal payments get cred-
ited to your account in a timely and accurate  
manner, send ALL payments directly to the Diocese of Kalama-
zoo at 215 N. Westnedge, Kalamazoo, MI 49007. Checks 
should be payable to the Diocese of Kalamazoo with St. Cathe-
rine of Siena - Bishop's Appeal in the memo. Online payments 
may also be made on the Diocese’s website at https://
diokzoo.org/give. Thank you! 
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News Around St. Catherine  
Primetimers Monthly Lunch Gathering  
Calling All Primetimers! (age 50+) Join us on Monday, March 4 at 11:30 am at Buddy's Pizza (5314 S. Westnedge Ave 
49002, across from the North Meijer). We will enjoy fellowship over a delicious luncheon meal. We also invite Primetimer 
caregivers, family, and friends. No reservation needed, just show up and ask for the Primetimers! Everyone picks up their 
own bill. See you there!  
 

Book of Intentions - Did You Know?  
St. Catherine’s has a "Book of Intentions" where anyone with prayer requests can write their personal intentions. These  
intentions are offered during the Prayer of the Faithful segment of the Mass at both the Sunday and daily Masses. The 
Book of Intentions is located in the Narthex outside the main church on the corner closest to the office. 
 

Seeking Altar Servers - Funeral Mass  
Would you like to join our bereavement team and help serve during funeral masses? Funerals are typically scheduled  
during the weekday. If you’d like to help, please contact our front office at office@stcatherinesiena.org or (269)-327-5165.  

 
St. Catherine of Siena Buddy Up Walkers  
Let’s get active together! Join us every Wednesday at 10 am in St. Catherine of Siena’s Stanley Centre Gym for a refreshing 
walk. You can head over after morning Mass to enjoy company while getting your steps in!  
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Giving With eGiving & ACH 
Thank you for your continued support of our 
church. We ask those who can to continue giv-
ing, either via mail or eGiving through Vanco 
at https://stcatherinesiena.org/give. If you 
are Interested in starting an automatic deposit 
of offerings, we have an Automated Clearing 
House (ACH) option you can utilize. Please see 
more information about this program on our  
website at https://stcatherinesiena.org/ach-
form. When making a donation to El Sitio, 
Debt Reduction, Mass Intentions, Diocesan 
Second Collections, etc., please do not 
combine with your Sunday offertory envelope.  
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: There is a new online giving 
page. It’s more user-friendly. It now has image 
boxes to choose what you’d like to make a 
contribution toward. This is simply an updated 
look for the giving page.   

News Around the Diocese 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caregiver Connections  
Are you a caregiver for someone with a disability? Do you 
sometimes feel alone or overwhelmed? We invite you to join 
us for our virtual gathering to build relationships, share  
experiences, and create a supportive community. We’ll spend 
some time getting to know each other and share a brief  
reflection on the Sunday scriptures. Our next Zoom gathering is 
on Sunday, March 3rd at 1:00 PM. To register, visit 
www.cdok.org/connections-registration or contact Lisa Irwin at  
lisairwin@ccdok.org or by phone at (269)-381-9800 EXT. 227. 
 

St. Paul Street Evangelization Basic  
Evangelization Training 
Want to know what authentic, non-confrontational, joyful 
evangelization looks and sounds like? Then make sure to 
attend our upcoming workshop with St. Paul Street  
Evangelization Vice President Adam Janke on Saturday, March 
9, 8:00am – 3:30pm, at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in  
Kalamazoo. Our one-day Basic Evangelization Training with 
SPSE is open to all parishioners. Registration is $20 and 
includes lunch and all training materials. You can register 
online at  
http://stpaulse.com/kalamazoo. 
 

Eucharistic Revival Tickets  
Attend the National Eucharistic Congress on July 17-21! It’s 
located at the Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, IN.  
Transportation and lodging will be arranged on your own. We 
encourage adults, young adults, and families to come. There 
are various packages available, view your options by visiting 
www.eucharisticcongress.org/register. Contact George Dragan 
for additional information or to get tickets at (269)-978-2347 or 
at gdragan@stcatherinesiena.org  
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Fr. Mark Vyverman                        fathermark@ 
Fr. Jacob Sundararaju  fatherjacob@ 
Deacon Brian                                  deaconbrian@ 
Deacon Ron                                 deaconronald@ 
 

All clergy contacts are @stcatherinesiena.org  
 

Call our Front Office to leave a non-urgent message 
for a Priest or Deacon (269) 327-5165  

VIRTUS training is required of any adult who works with children at the church or within the Catholic Schools.  

Mass Intentions Staff Contacts 
Accounting 
accounting@stcatherinesiena.org 
Alan DeMars /  (269) 978-2338 
Linda Reaume / (269) 978-2346 
 

Bulletin/Communications 
communications@stcatherinesiena.org 
Mackenzie Holton / (269) 327-3441 
James Reasoner /  (269) 327-3441 
 

Faith Formation Ministry 
faith@stcatherinesiena.org 
Casey Keller / (269) 978-2335 
George Dragan  / (269) 978-2347 
 

Front Office 
office@stcatherinesiena.org  
Kristi Kelly / (269) 978-2340 
Jennifer Cramer / (269) 327-5165 
 

Music Ministry  
music@stcatherinesiena.org 
Michelle Clemens / (269) 327-5165 
  

Parish Nurse Ministry  
pwhitentc@mac.com  
Paula White (volunteer) / (269) 330-3762  

SATURDAY: March 2, Vigil of the Third Sunday of Lent  
 4:00 pm  Jaime Lopez †  
SUNDAY: March 3, The Third Sunday of Lent   
Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25  
   7:30 am People of the Parish     
   9:00 am Rebecca McWilliams & Family   
  11:00 am Jack Halter †   
 5:00 pm Allan Filibeck †  

MONDAY: March 4, Lenten Weekday; Saint Casimir   
2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Lk 4:24-30  
    9:15 am Donald Smith †  
TUESDAY: March 5, Lenten Weekday 
Dn 3:25, 34-43/Mt 18:21-35  
    9:15 am Joseph Reish †  
WEDNESDAY: March 6, Lenten Weekday  
Dt 4:1, 5-9/Mt 5:17-19  
 9:15 am Richard Schell †  
THURSDAY: March 7, Lenten Weekday; Saints Perpetua and 
Felicity, Martyrs   
Jer 7:23-28/Lk 11:14-23   
 9:15 am  Shirley Newsome † 
FRIDAY: March 8, Lenten Weekday; Saint John of God,  
Religious    
Hos 14:2-10/Mk 12:28-34 
    9:15 am Rebecca McWilliams & Family  
SATURDAY: March 9, Lenten Weekday; Saint Frances of  
Rome, Religious  
Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14  
 9:15 am  Barbara Jean Fening †  

SATURDAY: March 9, Vigil of the Fourth Sunday of Lent  
 4:00 pm  Harold Schuitmaker †  
SUNDAY: March 10, The Fourth Sunday of Lent  
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21    
 7:30 am  Gloria Price † 
 9:00 am  George† and Mary† Heinze 
 11:00 am Nataliya Vansovich †  
 5:00 pm  People of the Parish  

Q: Why wasn’t Boaz a nice man 
before he got married?  

A: He was Ruth-less.  

photo created by  
rawpixel.com 

Text JOINSCS to 84576 OR  
Connect with us online at:  

stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com 

Clergy Contacts 

After-hours emergency, death or danger of death,  
call for a Priest: (269) 598-0357 


