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prayers@stcatherinesiena.org, (269) 978-2344

Stewardship

Dear Parishioners,

Pope Paul was the first pope
that I could remember. Then
it was Pope John Paul I (the
shortest papacy), and soon
after that Pope John Paul II
(one of the longest papacies)
who inspired me as a
seminarian. The theologian Pope Benedict, the first
Pope in centuries to “retire” (his books were almost
mandatory reading in theology classes in the
seminary) and our most recent Pope Francis. Each
one of these popes brought out a different aspect of
the Church and showed us how we could find and
follow Christ.

I never thought I would be writing about an American
Pope, the first one too (and one from Chicago). It is
exciting to think that this is history in the making.
Pope Leo is not only the first American Pope, but the
first Augustinian as well. For those of you who may
have spent part of your summer up in the Douglas/
Saugatuck area, for many years the Augustinians
were located there and several of the Augustinian
priests have worked in our diocese over the years.
Just this little fact alone reminds us that sometimes,
in some very unexpected ways, we have a
connection to the Universal Church.

When a person just looks at our Popes, we realize
how rich our history is. From Peter, the first Pope, to
Pope Leo XIV, there are 267 popes. This alone shows
us how the Church is founded on Christ. As Our Lord
picked St. Peter to be the rock on which the Church
was founded, the Holy Spirit guides the Church to
pick the next successor of Peter. Anyone who sits in
the Chair of St. Peter knows how much they need to
rely on the Lord in order to carry out His work and to
guide the Church in a constantly changing world.

In the days ahead, as we get to know our new Holy
Father, please keep Pope Leo in your prayers.
Through the example and footsteps of the Apostles,
may he help to draw us closer to Christ.

Thanks for reading!

Fr. Mark

stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com

facebook.com/stcatherinesiena

www.stcatherinesiena.org

Mass
Monday - Saturday: 9:15 am (Trinity Chapel)
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Vigil Mass
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, & 5:00 pm

All schedules are subject to change.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays from 11:00 am—12:00 pm,

Trinity Chapel/GLP
If this time does not work for you, call our Front Office

to schedule an appointment with a priest.

Front Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Phone: (269) 327-5165 Fax: (269) 327-7266

Email: Office@stcatherinesiena.org

Text to Give: (844) 311-5105

April 28, 2025 -
May 4, 2025

Envelopes &
Loose
Donations

$19,954

Electronic
Giving $17,339

$37,293

April 29, 2024 -
May 5, 2024

Envelopes &
Loose
Donations

$18,359

Electronic
Giving $7,050

$25,409
2024 - 2025 Year to Date $1,383,545
2023 - 2024 Year to Date $1,339,903

Thank you all for your continued generosity!
If you are interested in membership or volunteering,

please contact our Front Office today!
Office@stcatherinesiena.org or 327-5165.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Calendar of Events Calendar events subject to change!  

Today’s Gospel reading from John occurs during the evening of the Last Supper. Just prior to this reading, Jesus has  
identified Judas as His betrayer. Judas, we are told, has just left the group of apostles to carry out the dreadful deed of 
betraying Christ and setting up His Crucifixion. But suddenly Jesus begins to speak of glorifying His Father and His Father 
glorifying him; but wait, this “glorification” He is talking about is His suffering and death. When we think of glory, we 
envision joy, beauty and triumph not suffering, death, darkness and failure. Jesus seems to be turning everything we 
know to be true upside down! Even the term “Good Friday” to describe the day Jesus was scourged then put to a terrible 
death seems a terrible paradox. The human mind then and even now struggles to understand this great mystery. 

Jesus glorifies His Father through His total obedience. He prays, “Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet 
not my will, but as you will.” (Matt. 26:39) The true essence of holiness is Jesus’ total submission to the Father. It is  
nothing more and nothing less than total and unconditional love for the Father. It was the greatest act of love and the 
most God-glorifying thing that could be offered. Jesus then makes it clear that He will be with His apostles only a little 
while longer. They, of course, don’t understand. Still, Jesus goes on to tell His apostles that just as He has loved them, 
they are to love one another. He is asking them to refocus the love they have for Him to each other for His sake. They 
must put aside petty rivalries and “us against them” thinking. By their loving care for each other and all those they     
encounter, others should be able to recognize them as disciples of Jesus. Jesus says simply, “I give you a new              
commandment: love one another.” Jesus has boiled down the 613 different commandments the Pharisees prided   
themselves on obeying to just two. They encompass the whole of the Law: Love God and Love your neighbor as yourself. 
This new commandment is required of each of us as well if we want to be His followers. Could each of us pass the test 
that Jesus proposes at the end of this reading? Can we be identified as disciples of Christ by how we love one another? 
This love is not a “feeling” or “emotion.” Jesus is not asking us to have sweet, happy, feelings toward all. The love He 
speaks of is a resolve or a commitment to action. As Bishop Robert Barron so well states, it is willing the good of the   
other. This “simple” commandment of Jesus is in fact the greatest challenge we will encounter in this life. 

Reflection by Parishioner Dale Gerber 

Reflection on the Readings  

Sunday, May 18, 2025   
 7:30 am Mass, Church  
 8:30 am Knights of Columbus Rosary, Trinity Chapel  
 9:00 am Mass, Church   
 10:15 am Choir Practice, Choir Room  
 11:00 am Mass, Church  
 12:00 pm Exemplifications Council 6980, Trinity Chapel 
  12:15 pm Baptisms, Church 
 1:00 pm Baptism, Trinity Chapel  
 5:00 pm Mass: First Communions, Church  
 6:00 pm Young Adults Dinner, Latitude 42, Portage Rd. 
 6:00 pm MomCo, Offsite  
 
Monday, May 19, 2025 
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel  
 6:00 pm KofC Memorial Mass, Trinity Chapel, GLP  
 7:00 pm Catholic Men’s Fellowship, Fellowship 
  
Tuesday, May 20, 2025   
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel  
 9:45 am Rosary, Trinity Chapel  
  
 
 

Wednesday, May 21, 2025  
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel  
 10:00 am St. C Walkers, Stanley Centre Gym  
 7:00 pm Scripture Study, Zoom   
 
Thursday, May 22, 2025 
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel   
 10:00 am Adoration, Trinity Chapel   
 12:50 pm Benediction, Trinity Chapel  
  
Friday, May 23, 2025  
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel 
   
Saturday, May 24, 2025 
 7:30 am Catholic Men’s Fellowship, Room 9/11 
 8:30 am SVdP Interviews, Stanley Centre  
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel   
 11:00 am  Reconciliation, GLP, Trinity Chapel 
 3:30 pm Knights of Columbus Rosary, Church  
 4:00 pm Mass, Church 
  
  
  
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sign up for Diocesan Insider! 
Have you signed up to receive updates from the  
Diocese of Kalamazoo? The Diocesan Insider is an 
electronic email newsletter that covers upcoming 
diocesan and parish events, photos from past 
events, Diocesan and Catholic news, and more!  
To subscribe, scan the QR code below or visit:  
diokzoo.or diocesan-insider-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Holy Communion 
Join us in prayer for those who have received / are 
receiving their First Holy Communion this May. The 
first group received theirs on May 4th and the     
second group is receiving theirs this weekend, May 
18th. We will be listing their names in a future    
bulletin. We congratulate each child who is  
receiving / has received their First Holy Communion 
and pray that the peace coming from our Lord Jesus 
Christ be upon you now and forever.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fr. Mark Vyverman fathermark
Fr. Joseph Abraham fatherjoseph
Deacon Brian deaconbrian
Deacon Ron deaconronald
Deacon Doran deacondoran

All clergy contacts are @stcatherinesiena.org
Call our Front Office to leave a non-urgent message

for a Priest or Deacon (269) 327-5165

VIRTUS training is required of any adult who works with children at the church or within the Catholic Schools.

Mass Intentions Staff Contacts
Front Office
office@stcatherinesiena.org
Kristi Kelly / (269) 978-2340
mmyers@stcatherinesiena.org
Mary Myers / (269) 978-2335

Accounting
accounting@stcatherinesiena.org
Alan DeMars / (269) 978-2338
Linda Reaume / (269) 978-2346

Bulletin/Communications
communications@stcatherinesiena.org
Mackenzie Holton / (269) 327-3441

Faith Formation Ministry
faith@stcatherinesiena.org
George Dragan / (269) 978-2347
Michelle Zawadzki / (269) 978-2343

Music Ministry
music@stcatherinesiena.org
Michelle Clemens / (269) 327-5165

Parish Nurse Ministry
pwhitentc@mac.com
Paula White (volunteer) / (269) 330-3762

Facilities Coordinator
klaske@stcatherinesiena.org
Kathy Laske / (269) 978-2332

SATURDAY: May 17, Vigil of the Fifth Sunday of
Easter

4:00 pm Sharron Meisenhelder †
SUNDAY: May 18, Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 14:21-27/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35

7:30 am People of the Parish
9:00 am Eldred † & Beatrice † Huss
11:00 am Rose † & Fred † Peskar
5:00 pm Dick † & Marilyn † Vykydal

MONDAY: May 19, Easter Weekday
Acts 14:5-18/Jn 14:21-26
9:15 am Joe Hofbauer †

TUESDAY: May 20, Easter Weekday
Acts 14:19-28/Jn 14:27-31a
9:15 am Kevin Wade †

WEDNESDAY: May 21, Easter Weekday
Acts 15:1-6/Jn 15:1-8
9:15 am Paul Portman †

THURSDAY: May 22, Easter Weekday
Acts 15:7-21/Jn 15:9-11
9:15 am Roy † & Genevieve † Hiler

FRIDAY: May 23, Easter Weekday
Acts 15:22-31/Jn 15:12-17
9:15 am Mary Wroblewski †

SATURDAY: May 24, Easter Weekday
Acts 16:1-10/Jn 15:18-21
9:15 am Chester † & Florence † DalPonte

SATURDAY: May 24, Vigil of the Sixth Sunday of
Easter

4:00 pm Edward † & Stella † Ferworn
SUNDAY: May 25, Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Rv 21:10-14, 22-23/Jn 14:23-29

7:30 am People of the Parish
9:00 am George † & Mary † Heinze
11:00 am Ronnie Norris †
5:00 pm Gayle Kelly †

Join our Flocknote!
Text JOINSCS to 84576 OR
Connect with us online at:

stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com

Clergy Contacts

After-hours emergency, death or danger of death,
call for a Priest: (269) 598-0357

What did pirates call
Noah’s boat?

The arrrrrrrrk.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



D.L. Gallivan
Office Solutions

Jim Gaugier, President
jimgaugier@dlgallivan.com
1424 West Centre Street
Portage, MI 49024

KALAMAZOO (269) 349-1581
BATTLE CREEK (269) 964-0065

TOLL FREE (800) 886-1581
FAX (269) 349-2317www.copykalamazoo.com

IMPORT CAR EXPERTS
shoemakersgarageinc.com

633 E CROSSTOWN PKWY.  • 1 Block West of Portage Rd.

Hours - 7:30 to 5:30, M-F

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Import and Domestic

345-1071

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

Simply go to
www.DM.CHURCH/1298

...or scan
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Dave’s
Security

Corp.
Dave Fening - Parishioner
8135 Cox’s Drive • Suite 214

www.davessecurity.com
269-329-0373

“We Protect Your
Most Precious Possessions”

220 S Main St, Plainwell, MI 49080    307 E Green St, Hastings, MI 49058
Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services are offered through Raymond James 

Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Majestic Financial is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services.

(269) 443 - 2160          InvestMajestic.com

Appointments available virtually or at one of our two locations:

Saint Augustine 
Parishioner and 
School Family

                  

Leon Bennett, CFP

 

®
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