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prayers@stcatherinesiena.org, (269) 978-2344

Stewardship

Dear Parishioners,

We celebrate the Solemnity of
the Ascension this weekend! As
the disciples stand there, trying
to figure out what this means,
that Jesus has ascended into
Heaven, they are encouraged by
the Angels to have faith. This
celebration should be a
reminder to all of us to have faith. For even though we
may not be able to physically see Jesus, He is always there
for us. This celebration of the Ascension also means that
our Easter Season is quickly drawing to a close. The
Church will celebrate Pentecost next week. The Holy Spirit
comes upon us, to guide us and help us live out our faith.
The Holy Spirit shows us the mystery of the Trinity, and
how God the Father, the Son, and the Spirit show us how
to live our faith more fully. Come Holy Spirit, come upon
us and guide us to the Kingdom.

I have been very pleased to see that there have been so
many news articles on our new Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV,
as well as pictures and videos of him in Peru, the countries
that he traveled to as the Superior General of the
Augustinian order, his work as a cardinal in Rome, and
many other aspects (and sorry Cubs fans, you can’t claim
him-he likes the White Sox). I continue to hear about
more and more connections that he has had to our
diocese over the years. It is very exciting for me to see all
the connections to our new Holy Father! Please keep him
in your prayers as he enters into the first few weeks of his
papacy.

By the time you read this article, Bishop Lohse should
have ordained our newest priest on the 31st of May. We
pray for Fr. Paul (Biak) Thuantho as he begins his time of
priestly ministry in our diocese. Some time ago, I was that
young priest being ordained. Now after all these parishes
that I have served in throughout the diocese, I will be
celebrating my 32nd anniversary at the end of this month
of June.

Over the past few weeks, you have also heard me mention
how our Bishop’s Annual Appeal has supported Fr.
Thuantho and his educational journey. Thank you to all
that have already pledged to this year’s appeal. But if you
haven’t pledged yet, we still need your help to make our
goal! Your prayers, your pledge to the appeal can continue
to help educate our future priests and so many other
ministries in our diocese. Pledge envelopes are available
at the entrances of the church and you may be receiving a
follow up mailing if you haven’t taken the opportunity to
pledge this year.

Thanks for reading!

Fr. Mark

stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com

facebook.com/stcatherinesiena

www.stcatherinesiena.org

Mass
Monday - Saturday: 9:15 am (Trinity Chapel)
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Vigil Mass
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, & 5:00 pm

All schedules are subject to change.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays from 11:00 am—12:00 pm,

Trinity Chapel/GLP
If this time does not work for you, call our Front Office

to schedule an appointment with a priest.

Front Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Phone: (269) 327-5165 Fax: (269) 327-7266

Email: Office@stcatherinesiena.org

Text to Give: (844) 311-5105

May 12, 2025 -
May 18, 2025

Envelopes &
Loose
Donations

$9,413

Electronic
Giving $8,102

$17,515

May 13, 2024 -
May 19, 2024

Envelopes &
Loose
Donations

$26,648

Electronic
Giving $8,282

$34,930
2024 - 2025 Year to Date $1,424,831
2023 - 2024 Year to Date $1,414,351

Thank you all for your continued generosity!
If you are interested in membership or volunteering,

please contact our Front Office today!
Office@stcatherinesiena.org or 327-5165.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Calendar of Events Calendar events subject to change!  

The Solemnity of the Ascension signals that the Easter season is coming to an end. With Pentecost just days away, 
it can be easy to pass over the Ascension, or to wonder why it matters. 

Our readings for today show us two versions of the event, both recorded by St. Luke. Jesus blessed his disciples  
before “he parted from them and was taken up to heaven.” But why was it necessary for Jesus to ascend? After all, 
some of his followers were still plagued with doubts, even after multiple proofs of his resurrection (cf. Matt. 28:17). 
Most of the disciples, including Peter, had proved cowardly and disloyal when they fled from Jesus’ arrest just a 
few weeks before. Wouldn’t it have been better for Jesus to stay and oversee the founding of his new church    
himself? 

As if anticipating this question, Jesus said that it was actually for his disciples’ benefit that he was returning to the 
Father: “for if I do not go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you” (Jn. 16:7). 
Jesus’ return to the Father opened the door for the Holy Spirit to descend upon the apostles at Pentecost and birth 
the new Church. 

Even more significantly, Jesus’ ascension into heaven represents the climax of the entire Paschal Mystery. Jesus’ 
passion and death are moments bound in time—occurring on a specific day in a specific year. But when Jesus     
ascended into heaven and offered his glorified, but-still-wounded body to his Father, his sacrifice was brought out 
of time and into eternity, into a “sanctuary [not] made by hands” (Heb. 9:24). Because Jesus’ sacrifice of his body 
and blood has been made eternal, it can be made eternally present in the Eucharist—Jesus is thus high priest for all 
time, always interceding and offering himself for us (Pitre, CCC 662). 

Without the Ascension, there is no Paschal Mystery! Let us be all the more grateful, then, for Jesus’ return to his 
Father and celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit, now just a week away. 

Reflection by Parishioner Kathryn Wilmotte 

Reflection on the Readings  

Sunday, June 1, 2025   
 7:30 am Mass, Church  
 8:30 am Knights of Columbus Rosary, Trinity Chapel  
 9:00 am Mass, Church   
 11:00 am Mass, Church  
 5:00 pm Mass, Church  
 
Monday, June 2, 2025 
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel  
 11:30 am Primetimers, Jac’s Pizza (3112, S 9th St)  
 7:00 pm Catholic Men’s Fellowship, Fellowship 
  
Tuesday, June 3, 2025   
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel  
 9:45 am Rosary, Trinity Chapel  
 6:40 pm KofC Rosary, Fellowship  
 7:00 pm KofC Business Meeting, Fellowship  
  
Wednesday, June 4, 2025  
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel  
 10:00 am St. C Walkers, Stanley Centre Gym  
 7:00 pm Scripture Study, Zoom   
 
 

Thursday, June 5, 2025 
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel   
 10:00 am Adoration, Trinity Chapel   
 12:50 pm Benediction, Trinity Chapel  
  
Friday, June 6, 2025  
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel 
 3:00 pm First Friday Adoration, Trinity Chapel  
   
Saturday, June 7, 2025 
 7:30 am Catholic Men’s Fellowship, Room 9/11 
 8:30 am SVdP Interviews, Stanley Centre  
 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel   
 11:00 am  Reconciliation, GLP, Trinity Chapel 
 3:30 pm Knights of Columbus Rosary, Church  
 4:00 pm Mass, Church 
 5:15 pm Syro Malabar, Trinity Chapel, Marian Hall  
  
  
  
 
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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CFF Registration 
Registration for the 2025-26 CFF year is now open! 
Please register online at the parish website,  
stcatherinesiena.o / under the white menu tab that 
reads, “Faith Formation”. For further information, 
please refer to the parish website or call our           
Children’s Faith Formation Director, George Dragan at 
(269) 978-2347 or email him at  
gdragan@stcatherinesiena.org. The deadline to  
register is August 31st, 2025, classes fill up quickly.  
 
YFF Registration  
Registration for the 2025-26 Youth Faith Formation 
Year and the middle school and high school youth 
groups is now open! Please register online at the    
parish website, stcatherinesiena.o / under the white 
menu tab that reads, “Faith Formation”. For further 
information please refer to the parish website or call 
our Youth Faith Formation Director, Michelle 
Zawadzki at (269) 978-2343 or email her at 
mzawadzki@stcatherinesiena.org. Register early.  
Classes fill up quickly. The deadline is August 31st, 
2025. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fr. Mark Vyverman fathermark
Fr. Joseph Abraham fatherjoseph
Deacon Brian deaconbrian
Deacon Ron deaconronald
Deacon Doran deacondoran

All clergy contacts are @stcatherinesiena.org
Call our Front Office to leave a non-urgent message

for a Priest or Deacon (269) 327-5165

VIRTUS training is required of any adult who works with children at the church or within the Catholic Schools.

Mass Intentions Staff Contacts
Front Office
mmyers@stcatherinesiena.org
Mary Myers / (269) 978-2335

Accounting
accounting@stcatherinesiena.org
Alan DeMars / (269) 978-2338
Linda Reaume / (269) 978-2346

Bulletin/Communications
communications@stcatherinesiena.org
Mackenzie Holton / (269) 327-3441

Faith Formation Ministry
faith@stcatherinesiena.org
George Dragan / (269) 978-2347
Michelle Zawadzki / (269) 978-2343

Music Ministry
music@stcatherinesiena.org
Michelle Clemens / (269) 327-5165

Parish Nurse Ministry
pwhitentc@mac.com
Paula White (volunteer) / (269) 330-3762

Facilities Coordinator
klaske@stcatherinesiena.org
Kathy Laske / (269) 978-2332

SATURDAY: May 31, Vigil of the Ascension of the Lord
4:00 pm Martha E. Taylor †

SUNDAY: June 1, The Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11/Eph 1:17-23 or Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23/Lk 24:46-
53

7:30 am Hudson Lipowski
9:00 am Julia Nespodzany †
11:00 am Lou Farraye †
5:00 pm People of the Parish

MONDAY: June 2, Easter Weekday; Saints Marcellinus and
Peter, Martyrs
Acts 19:1-8/Jn 16:29-33
9:15 am Marge Hocevar †

TUESDAY: June 3, Saint Charles Lwanga and Companions,
Martyrs
Acts 20:17-27/Jn 17:1-11a
9:15 am Thomas Pyret †

WEDNESDAY: June 4, Easter Weekday
Acts 20:28-38/Jn 17:11b-19
9:15 am David and Kathleen Chapman’s 50th

Wedding Anniversary
THURSDAY: June 5, Saint Boniface, Bishop and Martyr
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Jn 17:20-26
9:15 am Chris Woleban’s Birthday

FRIDAY: June 6, Easter Weekday; Saint Norbert, Bishop
Acts 25:13b-21/Jn 21:15-19
9:15 am Soul of Teresa Tran †

SATURDAY: June 7, Easter Weekday
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Jn 21:20-25
9:15 am Deacon Ed Feltes †

SATURDAY: June 7, Vigil of Pentecost Sunday
Gn 11:1-9/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39

4:00 pm Kathy Borchert †
SUNDAY: June 8, Pentecost Sunday
Acts 2:1-11/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23

7:30 am Dr. Richard Brozovich †
9:00 am Adam Gabel †
11:00 am Gloria Price †
5:00 pm People of the Parish

Join our Flocknote!
Text JOINSCS to 84576 OR
Connect with us online at:

stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com

Clergy Contacts

After-hours emergency, death or danger of death,
call for a Priest: (269) 598-0357

Why is Ascension Day so
uplifting?

Because Jesus really rose to
the occasion!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



D.L. Gallivan
Office Solutions

Jim Gaugier, President
jimgaugier@dlgallivan.com
1424 West Centre Street
Portage, MI 49024

KALAMAZOO (269) 349-1581
BATTLE CREEK (269) 964-0065

TOLL FREE (800) 886-1581
FAX (269) 349-2317www.copykalamazoo.com

IMPORT CAR EXPERTS
shoemakersgarageinc.com

633 E CROSSTOWN PKWY.  • 1 Block West of Portage Rd.

Hours - 7:30 to 5:30, M-F

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Import and Domestic

345-1071

©2025 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12981314
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980497
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980516
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980617
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980122
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980812
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980801
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980723
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980224
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980421
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980225


 A
d

v
e

rtise
 

B
u

sin
e

ss
O

n
lin

e
 a

t D
io

c
e
sa

n
.c

o
m

/
1-8

0
0

-7
8

3
-16

2
3

Dave’s
Security

Corp.
Dave Fening - Parishioner
8135 Cox’s Drive • Suite 214

www.davessecurity.com
269-329-0373

“We Protect Your
Most Precious Possessions”

220 S Main St, Plainwell, MI 49080    307 E Green St, Hastings, MI 49058
Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services are offered through Raymond James 

Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Majestic Financial is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services.

(269) 443 - 2160          InvestMajestic.com

Appointments available virtually or at one of our two locations:

Saint Augustine 
Parishioner and 
School Family

                  

Leon Bennett, CFP

 

®
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