St. Catherine of Siena
Catholic Church

We are called to honor the Lord by serving each other in hope.
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July 27, 2025
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

1150 West Centre Ave. * Portage, Ml - www.stcatherinesiena.org * (269) 327-5165
In case of after-hours emergency, death, or danger of death, please call: (269) 598-0357



Dear Parishioners, 8 A
News From

At all our Masses this Fr. Mark
1.

weekend, we welcome a S
visiting missionary priest: RN
Fr. Thadeus. He is a priest [
from the Tanga Diocese
in Tanzania. Each year
our parish welcomes a
visiting priest from a ;
missionary diocese to tell
us about the work and ministry as well as what the
Church is like in that part of the world. As our new
Holy Father, Pope Leo has reminded us in these first
months of his papacy, the Catholic Church is a
missionary church. We are to continue to carry the
message of the Gospel to the world around us. As
this weekend is part of the missionary cooperative
for the Diocese of Kalamazoo, there will be a second
collection to support the work of the Diocese of
Tanga.

It's been a few weeks since | spoke about BAA, our
2025 Bishop’s Appeal. | was hoping that | could
announce that we have completed our goal for the
year, but as of this past week, we were still $8,000
away from reaching our goal this year. If you haven’t
pledged or would like to pledge to help us make our
goal, please help support the work of the Church in
the Diocese of Kalamazoo. Pledge envelopes are still
available in the entryways of the Church. Thanks to
everyone who has given this year to bring us near
our goal.

Weather permitting this week, we are planning to
have the last steps of our parking lot maintenance
done this week (seal coating and striping the lines).
We will be open the entire week for Mass and there
will be access to the offices, but sections of the lot
will be shut down for a day or so (East lot, West lot)
and some entrances will be closed due to the parking
lot needing time to cure and dry.

As we reach this final week of July (it sure seems like
this month has gone very quickly), just a reminder to
mark your calendars for our annual Parish Picnic
which is the Sunday following Labor Day (or
September 7th). Also, if you have students that
haven’t registered for our Faith Formation classes for
the fall, please contact our office or check the St.
Catherine Website for registration information.

Thanks for reading!

Fr. Mark

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Mass
Monday - Saturday: 9:15 am (Trinity Chapel)
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Vigil Mass
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, & 5:00 pm

All schedules are subject to change.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays from 11:00 am—12:00 pm,
Trinity Chapel/GLP
If this time does not work for you, call our Front Office
to schedule an appointment with a priest.

Front Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Phone: (269) 327-5165 Fax: (269) 327-7266
Email: frontdesk@stcatherinesiena.org

@ Text to Give: (844) 311-5105

www.stcatherinesiena.org

o facebook.com/stcatherinesiena
Q stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com

prayers@stcatherinesiena.org, (269) 978-2344

Stewardship

Envelopes &

July 7, 2025 -
’ Loose $20,331
July 13, 2025 Donations
Electronic
Giving $14,866
$35,197
July 8, 2024 - oaePef a2
July 14, 2024 i ,
Donations
Electronic $
Giving 0438
$26,070

2025 - 2026 Year to Date  $55,149
2024 - 2025 Year to Date  $67,442
Thank you all for your continued generosity!

If you are interested in membership or volunteering,
please contact our Front Office today!
frontdesk@stcatherinesiena.org or 327-5165.



Calendar of Events

Sunday, July 27, 2025

7:30 am Mass, Church
8:30 am Knights of Columbus Rosary, Trinity Chapel
9:00 am Mass, Church
10:00 am Siena’s Rehearsal, Church, Choir Room
11:00 am Mass, Church
12:00 pm Baptism(s), Church
5:00 pm Mass, Church

Monday, July 28, 2025
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Calendar events subject to change!

Thursday, July 31, 2025
9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel
10:00 am Adoration, Trinity Chapel
12:50 pm Benediction, Trinity Chapel
Friday, August 1, 2025
9:15am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel
3:00 pm First Friday Adoration, Trinity Chapel

Saturday, August 2, 2025

9:15am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel 7:30 am Catholic Men’s Fellowship, GLP

9:45 am Respect Life Rosary, Mary Garden, Trinity 9:15am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel

7:00 pm Catholic Men’s Fellowship, Fellowship 11:00 am Reconciliation, GLP, Trinity Chapel

3:30 pm Knights of Columbus Rosary, Church

Tuesday, July 29, 2025 4:00 pm Mass, Church

9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel 5:15 pm Syro Malabar, Trinity Chapel, Marian Hall

9:45 am Rosary, Trinity Chapel

7:00 pm KofC Officer’s Meeting, Fellowship

Wednesday, July 30, 2025

9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel
10:00 am St. C Walkers, Stanley Centre Gym
7:00 pm Scripture Study, Zoom

Reflection on the Readings

Today’s first reading, from Genesis, and Gospel reading are concerned with prayer. In the reading from Genesis,
God is talking with Abraham about His plans to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah because of their grave sins.
Abraham, whose son Lot and his family live there, talks to God about sparing the city for the sake of the few people
who were not living in sin. Abraham seems to think he’s pushing his luck with God by continuing to ask, but God
continues to give Abraham the answer that he wants.

In the Gospel reading, Jesus’ disciples ask Him to teach them how to pray. In response, Jesus gives them the Lord’s
Prayer, the prayer we know as the “Our Father”. As we all know, we pray that God’s name may be honored (which
means we need to be the ones honoring it), we pray that His kingdom will come and His will be done on earth, we
pray that our sins will be forgiven, that our daily needs will be met, and that God will spare us from the final
temptation. Jesus then goes on to give two examples that speak to persistence in prayer and speaks the familiar
words “ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” He reassures
His followers that His Father knows how to give good gifts.

The message contained in these readings is that we should pray for what we and others need, for God indeed
hears our prayers. In Bishop Robert Barron’s book “An Introduction to Prayer”, he writes that there are four things
we should do when we pray: have faith and confidence in Jesus’ words above, have forgiveness on our hearts for
those who have wronged us, pray repeatedly for ours and others’ needs, and pray in Jesus’ name. | encourage all
of us to pray in this way, trusting that our Father will answer our prayers...keeping in mind that the answers will
come in His time and as He knows is best.

Reflection by parishioner John Ceglarek

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



News Around
St. Catherine
and the Diocese

Join us in growing in
faith and fellowship!

BisHOP’S KofC Golf OU[ing

ANNUAL Join us for a fun day of golf, fellowship, and prizes — hosted
APPE AL by the Knights of Columbus! We will gather at Pine View Golf
____ Course, Three Rivers on Saturday August 23".
SHGCNEO EAXANSHR) Registration: 8:00 AM | Shotgun Start: 9:00 AM
Format: 4-Person Scramble (Men’s, Women's, or Mixed
Teams)
Cost: $90/person — includes golf, cart, coffee & donuts,
dinner, and beverages Dinner only: $30 | Hole Sponsor:
$75
« Extras: Team prizes, hole-in-one contest, 50/50 raffle
Register by August 18th. Download the form at
stcatherinesiena.org/kofc6980 and mail it with payment
(checks to Knights of Columbus). Questions? Contact Tom
Collins: (269) 501-2303

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com




On the Cover: VBS 2025

We had a blast at VBS this year! With the theme True
North, kids discovered how to trust Jesus to guide them
through life. Huge thanks to our incredible volunteers,
prayer warriors, generous sponsors, and donors—this
faith-filled adventure wouldn’t have been possible
without you. We're so grateful for the love and support
that made this week unforgettable. God bless you all!
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Mass Intentions

SATURDAY: July 26, Vigil of the Seventeenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

4:00 pm Former President Joe Biden
SUNDAY: July 27, The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gn 18:20-32/Col 2:12-14/1k 11:1-13

7:30 am People of the Parish

9:00 am Robert T and Nicholas t Sikora

11:00 am Tony Roemer T

5:00 pm Errol De Silva *

MONDAY: July 28, Weekday
Ex 32:15-24, 30-34/Mt 13:31-35
9:15 am Rebecca Kraft
TUESDAY: July 29, Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus
Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28/Jn 11:19-27
9:15am TacoBob T
WEDNESDAY: July 30, Saint Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
Ex 34:29-35/Mt 13:44-46
9:15am Tony Roemer T
THURSDAY: July 31, Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Priest
Ex 40:16-21, 34-38/Mt 13:47-53
9:15am Soul of Teresa Tran t
FRIDAY: August 1, Saint Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37/Mt 13:54-58
9:15am Jo Ann Haggard’s Birthday
SATURDAY: August 2, Saint Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop;
Saint Peter Julian Eymard, Priest
Lv 25:1, 8-17/Mt 14:1-12
9:15 am Sophia Mullin’s Baptism Anniversary

SATURDAY: August 2, Vigil of the Eighteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

4:00 pm Bonnie Kovach t
SUNDAY: August 3, Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21

7:30 am Margaret Markson t

9:00 am People of the Parish

11:00 am Mary Wroblewski *

5:00 pm Fr. Francis J. Murray

Join our Flocknote!
Text JOINSCS to 84576 OR
Connect with us online at:
stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com

Staff Contacts
Front Office
frontdesk@stcatherinesiena.org
Mary Myers / (269) 978-2335
Erin Morgan / (269) 978-2340

Accounting
accounting@stcatherinesiena.org
Linda Reaume / (269) 978-2346
Elizabeth Dangel / (269) 978-2338

Bulletin/Communications
communications@stcatherinesiena.org
Mackenzie Holton / (269) 327-3441

Faith Formation Ministry
faith@stcatherinesiena.org
George Dragan /(269) 978-2347
Michelle Zawadzki / (269) 978-2343

Music Ministry
music@stcatherinesiena.org
Michelle Clemens / (269) 327-5165

Parish Nurse Ministry
pwhitentc@mac.com
Paula White (volunteer) / (269) 330-3762

Coordinator
klaske@stcatherinesiena.org
Kathy Laske / (269) 978-2332

Gary Townsend
Clergy Contacts
Fr. Mark Vyverman fathermark
Fr. Joseph Abraham fatherjoseph
Deacon Brian deaconbrian
Deacon Ron deaconronald
Deacon Doran deacondoran

All clergy contacts are @stcatherinesiena.org
Call our Front Office to leave a non-urgent message
for a Priest or Deacon (269) 327-5165

After-hours emergency, death or danger of death,
call for a Priest: (269) 598-0357

What is a salesman’s
favorite Scripture
passage?

The Great Commission.

VIRTUS training is required of any adult who works with children at the church or within the Catholic Schools.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com




(269) 323-1233

J Complete Lawn Care Consider .. Zlcct'uc
& :

44, LANDSCAPING i CHrCBf ™
SNOW PLOWING Your Will DED-BAREDDY | Avfomolive ANDREA & JOSH CARR

Repairs to Foreign & Domestic Cars & Light Trucks

Latest Technology —~ Old Fashioned Service

ety 324-9333

For further information, please call the parish office. esperelectric.com

Omence Area’s Largest —— @ B
Landscape Nursery FIRST NATIONAL BANK (___Aaron C. Ford, DDS
GARDEN CENTER  Headquarters of Michigan 603 West Praifie Street + Vicksburg, MI 49097
b 4 Lorishiong e A s - Local Commercial and Personal Banking _269'849_'1495
19660 Shaver Rd. - 323-8310 www.romencegardeninc.com fnbmichigan.bank www.vicksburgfamilydentistry.com

Ruancera (D L. Gallivan  Mereser

i . . (%éi('ﬂ Solutions
Jim Gaugier, President KALAMAZOO (269) 349-1581
jimgaugier@dlgallivan.com BATTLE CREEK (269) 964-0065
1424 West Centre Street TOLL FREE (800) 886-1581
Portage, M1 49024 www.copykalamazoo.com _ FAX (269) 349-2317

J;T RW.LAPINEINC.

MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS

A-1 AutcBedy

"Service Since T969" SHOP! INC-

5t. Thomas More Parishioners

COMPLETE AUTO BODY REPAIRS & REFINISHING BODY SHOP ot
sttt ko ) Quality Work & Dependable Service

Insure Your Home and Auto | caw 344-4916
‘ 3603 S BURDICK » JUST SOUTH OF CORK ST,
et

Since

Complete
Collision

The Owel Family, Parishioners

Tom Breitenbach

Agent » St. Ann'’s Parishioner www.petersenautobody.com SR:rﬁiac:re Heating & Air Conditioning Service
5921 S Sprinkle Road * Portage X FAX: 344-7092 Now Serving
269-324-4800 StateFarm / Residential Customers

www.tombreitenbach.com 269,388.2045
ML Mvenue

Bronson Advanced
Cardiac Healthcare
Tromas A. KELLER, JR., M.D. ® Parishioner & Partner . £ : :
269.373.1222 ) \ | John David Gardiner

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE = ) : |
: Import and Domestic™ 0 gt LAY  Li®s - 0% 269-568-3101

)

A
=] bodman

ATTORNEYS & CALUNSELORS FLOWERSHOP & GARDEN CENTER

1120 S Burdick
343-2671
PARISHIONER

www.kalamazooflorist.com

Hours - 7: 30 to: 30, M F!r | r ) o | 0 : / MENTION THIS AD FOR 5%

shoemakersgarageinc.com piiss ot B & ;e asmm, . REFUND TO ST. CATHERINE'S/

633 £ CROSSTOWN PKWY. - 1Bk Wes of Prige . IMPORT-CAR EXPERTS : ; .
L Get Free Delivery on any

ABSOLUTE 0 new John Deere Rider

) HOMECAR
diE A Plainwell | 361 12th Street | 269-685-9557
didaaieal Shfing Kalamazoo | 7561 Stadium Drive | 269-375-6476

AbsoluteHomecare.info (,269.324.8080

NOW HIRING / DIOCESAN

ESTAMOS CONTRATANDO Cathalic Life
PUT YOUR FAITH

SALES REPRESENTATIVE TO WORK.
Join Our Family - Diocesan.com/Careers

catholicmatch’
Michigan _ AVE

Ave Maria Press

Michael J. Willis, J.D., C.P.A.

Admitted to Practice Law in Florida and Michigan

Estate Planning

Probate & Guardianships
Corporate Law . s
’ BEST
Business Litigation AW FIRMS
Civil Lawsuits

00®

Kalamazoo - Grand Rapids - Chicago
269.492.1040 | wwwowillis.law

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

CatholicMatch.com/goMI % i i @
205 oy
%m’ Eitire Ovder! :

wi.n code PARISH23
at avemariapress.corn.
Exclusions apply.
Expires 1.31.24.

B ook Yiur $6is's Putontial : | . T £Gull Rd.
3000 0ld Centre Road l\}[%l\lfi%‘ngN gp i M E TZ G E R S
Portage, Michigan 49024 — 0 HEATING COOLlNG

David C.Semler, mp, Faan — (269)323-8241 Phone SCAN HERE : Quality Service Since 1903
Parishioner SouthwestMichiganDerm.com TO SHOP Reggie Denny Call Us Today! 269.385.3562 www.metzgers.biz

The Businesses listed alicve make this bulletin possibile.
Please support them when you can.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week. Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe
©2025 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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HUCHEY
REALTORS
Call Randy: 269-744-0381

www.hugheyrealtors.net
Randy & Janine Hughey - 5t, Martin Parishioners

©

The App for
Catholic Life Every

www.myParishApp.com
Available for Appleand Android

Koo

BATTERIES « BRAKES + ALIGNMENTS

SHAVER RD. & CENTRE ST.
8012 SHAVER RD.

327-2587

ricsmean PARISHIONER

myParish

. Dave’s
iQ_" Security
vl Corp.
Dave Fening - Parishioner

8135 Cox’s Drive « Suite 214
269-329-0373

www.davessecurity.com
“We Protect Your ]

Most Precious Possessions”

S1/DAY COURTESY VEHICLES

<1 Joseph

MNAZARETH
For more information or to
schedule a tour, contact
Tammy Nelson - Marketing Director

(269) 381-6290 or
tnelson@csjoseph.org

_ FirsTn savings ZEMLICK rimsT v service

ZtMLl |

Evevybhing for rhe Workplace
=

K .cOM

0wner3 Chad Schurlng

INSURANCE
Parishioner

98« OME © EAT o« BURINELE

ecord
Funeral Homes
and Cremation Society
Catholic Owner / Funeral Director
Catholic Family Owned and Operated by Steve & Jenny
McCowen - 5t. Martin of Tours Parishioners
Portage ¢ 269-344-5600

Scott Betzler

Consider uneral Director

Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will

For further infarmation, please coll the parish affice.

[

BetzlerLifeStory.com
(269) 375-2900

|| Parishioners

e

375-1660

SN e el Www.centraltile.net

Zafer, Parlshloner
orsbridge Rd - Pottage

DENTlSTR\" FOR THE ENTlRE FAMlLY
www.kalamazoosmiles.com | (269) 353-3700 | Parishioner

Canney’s

NDITIO|
P\_(Eﬂ GO : _N’NGI W
-

W o

- Made in the U.S.A. w
* Free “In-Home" Water Tes

= We Service Most Models
* Woman owned and locally

1-877-343-2699
269-343-2691

www.Canneys.com
Ask about our

ADVERTISE
HERE

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.
Dennis Dykstra ~ 616-916-9683

ddykstra@diocesan.com

Cviding Outstanding Physical, Occupational, Speech
and Massage Therapy Sm*e 2013

Parishioner Owned and Operated
269-459-6212
1908 W Milham Ax

chab
pecialists

[ —

operated since 1940
St. Catherine &
St. Augustine Parishioners

OPEN 7 DAYS
269.903.2447 S?
\\

CHOCOLATEA)?
uwwuw.chocolatea.com
Loose Leaf Tea
Fine Chocolates
Coffee/Espresso ¢ Café o Gifts
Ouwner Polly Cekola-Kragt |~
7642 § Westnedge » Portage

$300

water treatment bundle discount

ThankYou
#ThankYou

Priesthood.com
irPriesthood

©2025 Diocesan

Thomas

Kwong, DDs, Ms “

Parishioner
kwongorthodontics

(o= aight spedalizing in orthodontics for
2 [
Smiles for a children & adults
Lifetime”

269.327.4459
www.kwongortho.com

" Teamlo

Computer Scr\rl:e's.'Nl!_wr

C: 269.532.5522 0: 269.324.3600
www.nidal.kw.com
Nidal@kw.com

2700 Stadium Dr., Kalamazoo

Comfortable Fashion
For Every Shift.

OSPIRIT SCRUBS

Find Your Store or Shop Online
theuniformoutlet.com

rthopedic Care
specializing in knee & anterior
hip joint replacement

Appointments (855) 618-2676

601 John 5t. Suite M-424
Kalamazoo

r

Christopher Betzle, MD
St. Augustine Parishioner

EBRONSON
Orthopedic &
Joint Specialists

bronsonhealth.com

Support your LOCAL Catholic
radio station by donating your |
car, truck, boat or camper to
Holy Family Radio and our
parish will receive a portion

of the proceeds!

We will take care of all the paperwork and expense of /
moving the vehicle! Call 844-33-RADIO (844-337-2346) /

1140 AM 98.3FM  91.5FM  B9.7 FM ﬁ 3
HFRUVE MET /A}@ M

Saint Augustine
Parishioner and
School Family

FINANCIAL Leon Bermett CFP®
Appointments available virtually or at one of our two locations:
220 S Main St, Plainwell, Ml 49080 = 307 E Green St, Hastings, Ml 49058
(269) 443 - 2‘1 60 = InvestMajestic.com

sames

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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