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We are called to honor the Lord by serving each other in hope.

August, 2026

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1150 West Centre Ave. ° Portage, Ml - www.stcatherinesiena.org * (269) 327-5165
In case of after-hours emergency, death, or danger of death, please call: (269) 598-0357




Dear Parishioners,

For those of you who are
looking ahead on your
August calendar, you may
have noticed that August ¥
15th falls on a Saturday this §
year. The fact that this |
Solemnity is on a Saturday
means that it is NOT a Holy
Day of Obligation this year. However, many still like to
celebrate this day to honor our Lady. Our Saturday
morning 9:15 a.m. Mass on the 15th will be our
celebration of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary this year.

Remember how | always ask for prayers for vocations?
Your prayers are certainly working! But now this also
means that you need to continue to pray. Perhaps you
noticed one of the young men that serve for us on the
weekend Mass: Noah Bohan. He has been thinking
about the priesthood and has applied to the Diocese of
Kalamazoo and has been accepted to enter the
seminary this Fall. Noah will be leaving for school
shortly and | know he will appreciate your prayers and
support as he begins this journey. | ask that you keep
him in your prayers and continue to pray as well for
additional vocations to the priesthood.

Prayers for vocations have always been an important
part of what | ask parishioners to pray for. As one can
see, | am the only priest here at St. Catherine currently
as Fr. Joseph has been assigned to another parish. |
know that Bishop Lohse is thinking about what to do as
we could use another priest or two here at St.
Catherine due to our activities and the size of our
parish. Please be patient with me as it might take me
longer to get back to your requests or other things.
One area that | will do my best to keep up with is the
Saturday morning confession time. | know many
appreciate the fact that we normally have more than
one priest available. Until something changes, | will be
the only priest hearing confessions.

| am thankful to Fr. Fabio Garzon for helping me with
some of the Masses this month of August. Fr. Fabio is
our Vicar General for the Diocese and works with the
Bishop at our Diocesan Pastoral Center in downtown
Kalamazoo (which is now just across the street from

the new arena that is under construction). Thanks for
being available Fr. Fabio to help us during this time!

Thanks for reading!

Fr. Mark

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

All schedules are subject to change.

Mass
Monday - Saturday: 9:15 am (Trinity Chapel)
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Vigil Mass
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, & 5:00 pm
Adoration
Thursday: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
First Friday: 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays from 11:00 am—12:00 pm,
Trinity Chapel/GLP
If this time does not work for you, call our Front Office to
schedule an appointment with a priest.

Front Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Phone: (269) 327-5165 Fax: (269) 327-7266
Email: frontdesk@stcatherinesiena.org

@ Text to Give: (844) 311-5105
www.stcatherinesiena.org

o facebook.com/stcatherinesiena

Q stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com

prayers@stcatherinesiena.org, (269) 978-2344
Stewardship

July 20, 2026 - E:Z;I:pes & $16,130
July 26, 2026 Donations
Electronic Giving 7,361
$23,491
July 21, 2025 - Eggiopes . $11,602
July 27, 2025 Donations
Electronic $
Giving 2875
$17,477

2026 - 2027 Year to Date $95,551
2025 - 2026 Year to Date $93,057
Thank you all for your continued generosity!

If you are interested in membership or volunteering,
please contact our Front Office today!
frontdesk@stcatherinesiena.org or 327-5165.
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Calendar of Events Calendar events subject to change!
Sunday, August 9, 2026 Wednesday, August 12, 2026
7:30 am Mass, Church 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel
8:30 am Rosary, Trinity Chapel 10:00 am St. C Walkers, Stanley Centre Gym
9:00 am Mass, Church 7:00 pm Scripture Study, Zoom
10:00 am Benedictine Oblate Meeting, GLP
11:00 am Mass, Church Thursday, August 13, 2026
5:00 pm Mass, Church 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel
10:00 am Adoration, Trinity Chapel
Monday, August 10, 2026 12:50 pm Benediction, Trinity Chapel
9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel
7:00 pm Catholic Men’s Fellowship, Offsite Friday, August 14, 2026

9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel
Tuesday, August 11, 2026

9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel Saturday, August 15, 2026

9:30 am Prayer Shawl Ministry, GLP 7:30 am Catholic Men’s Fellowship, Room 9/11
9:45 am Rosary, Trinity Chapel 8:00 am SVdP Interviews, Stanley Centre

6:00 pm SVDP Business Meeting, Fellowship 9:15 am The Assumption Mass, Church

9:15 am Young Adults Brunch, Church, Mary Grotto
11:00 am Reconciliation, GLP, Trinity Chapel

3:30 pm Rosary for Life, Church

4:00 pm Mass, Church

Reflection on the Readings

Today’s Gospel reading is a familiar story: Jesus sends His disciples off to cross the Sea of Galilee
while He prays alone. When Jesus is finished praying, He walks across the surface of the Sea towards
the disciple’s boat, which is being tossed about in a violent storm. The disciples do not recognize
Jesus and are afraid of what they believe to be a ghost. Even after Jesus reassures them, they doubt;
Peter challenges Jesus to allow him to walk on the Sea just as Jesus is doing. Jesus tells Peter to
come, and he’s doing fine so long as he stays focused on Jesus. He gets into trouble when his focus
strays from Jesus, but he is saved when he calls to Jesus for help.

God is always with us, both in times of high drama symbolized by the dramatic events shown to Elijah
in the first reading as well as when things are calm (the tiny whispering that Elijah heard). Many of us
tend to get caught up in our busy lives and fail to recognize God with us daily; we fail to hear the soft
whisperings. Then, when things get rough and the seas get stormy, we call upon God for help.
Learning to keep our focus on God daily will help us to avoid the stormy seas in our lives (the ones we
create ourselves) and help us weather the bad times we encounter that are out of our control. We
live in challenging times, and indeed many things are out of our control. God wants us to trust Him;
to stay focused on Him in the good times as well as the bad.

Reflection by parishioner John Ceglarek

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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News Around
St.Catherine
and the Diocese

Join us in Fellowship!

KofC Bread of Life Food Drive

The Knights of Columbus will be collecting non-perishable
food items for the Bread of Life Food Program before and
after all Masses the weekend of August 8th and 9th. If

you're interested in contributing to this special cause, please
bring the following items (No glass jars please): canned tuna

and chicken, shelf stable tuna salad and chicken salad kits,

high protein soups, stews and chili, peanut butter, jam/jelly,

canned spaghetti sauce with meat, canned fruit, cereal,
baking mixes, and/or cornbread mix. Thank you for your
generosity! For any questions, contact Joe Magalski at
(989) 992-6085 or jmagalski@gmail.com

Blue Moon Rummage Sale

St. Augustine Cathedral School is preparing for the 2027
Once in a Blue Moon Rummage Sale, and we're ready to
receive your gently-loved treasures! Donation drop-offs
will take place behind the Father Crowley Center on the
following Saturdays:

« Saturday, August 29, 2026, from 9 AM - Noon

« Saturday, November 7, 2026, from 9 AM - Noon

« Saturday, January 9, 2027, from 9 AM - Noon

We welcome items that are clean, in good, usable
condition, including: Furniture, baby items, adult &
children’s clothing, sporting equipment, small appliances,
housewares, holiday decor, and religious decor. To keep
our sale safe and manageable, we are unable to accept:
Sleeper sofas, large exercise equipment, outdated athletic
gear, tube TVs, mattresses, personal pillows, baby cribs,
car seats, filing cabinets, or hazardous materials (paint,
cleaners, etc.). Mark your calendars for the big event! Join
us for this one day only community celebration on Friday,
February 26, 2027, from 1 PM - 8 PM inside the Father
Crowley Center. We appreciate your support.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Young Adults Brunch with
Blessed Virgin Mary

All young adults (ages 18-35) are invited to join us for
Brunch with the BVM (Blessed Virgin Mary) on August 15"
starting at 9:15 AM. We will start the day off in St.
Catherine of Siena’s main church celebrating the Mass of
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. After, we will
make our way to the Marian Grotto by the Stanley Centre
and then we will drive over to brunch at Anna’s House (700
Stadium Dr, Kalamazoo, MI 9008). Everyone covers their
own meal. Optional: wear Mary colors. Contact Charley
Truitt for more information at ctruitt@stcatherinesiena.org
or (269) 978-2347. You can also contact her through the

St. Catherine of Siena Young Adult GroupMe.

St. Gatherine of Siena
60" Anniversary Picnic %

Join us on Sunday, September 13th at 12:00 PM for a
special 60th Anniversary Parish Picnic. We will be
celebrating St. Catherine of Siena’s 60th anniversary in the
Stanley Centre. A lunch of pulled pork and shredded
chicken with various sides will be served. There will be fun
for the whole family including Magic by Brian Penny and
balloon animals by Preston Eakins! We also have some
special anniversary surprises. Don’t miss out.

Thank you from fellow
parishioners!

At St. Catherine of Siena, we love when our parishioners
come together to help each other! Lou and Christine
Hernandez wanted to share a heartfelt message with
those who showed up for them on Saturday, July 11th:

“Thank you to all the angels that appeared when Lou fell
at the 4 PM Mass on Saturday, July 11th. Namely nurse
Ruth, Paul Matyas, the Gergelys, and all of the others!
Thank you for the prayers and thank God Lou incurred no
brain injury or broken bones. Lou and Christine
Hernandez.”



New Jail Ministers from
St. Catherine of Siena

Catholic Jail Ministry of Kalamazoo County is pleased
to announce that St. Catherine parishioners Nick
Kehoe and Jim Stephanak have been accepted as
members of the jail ministry team. They are joining St.
Catherine parishioners Michael Kraft and Ted Kinney
who are already members. Catholic Jail Ministry of
Kalamazoo County serves residents of the Kalamazoo

County Jail by providing Bible studies, discussions, and
prayers in the cell blocks. They also make arrangements

for the sacrament of reconciliation. For more
information, please email (jailministry@ccdok.org).

Polish Dinner
Save the Date

October is Polish Heritage Month. In honor of that, the
St. Catherine Knights of Columbus is hosting a Taste of
Poland Dinner on Saturday, October 24th at 5:00 pm.
The dinner will include authentic Polish dishes such as
pierogies, golumpki, and kielbasa. Polka music will be

played during the event. Mark your calendars and watch —

for additional information in the upcoming weeks.

Renew Retreat

Singles Late 50s & Above: Are you
looking for a deeper relationship
with God and a renewed sense of
purpose for your journey through
life’s transitions? Connect with others and recharge
your spiritual batteries on a RENEW retreat! The next
weekend is on August 21st - 23rd, 2026 at the St.
Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt, MI (10 miles north of
Lansing). Cost is $255 for meals and a single room.

(o)

For more info, go to www. renewretreats.org/,
e-mail renewretreat.mi@gmail.com, or call
(586) 770-1772.

ot “&%ﬁ?@ﬂ @% @
el tlg%?ﬁr
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Welcome to our New Staff!

You may have already met our three newest staff
members! If you haven't, we invite you to give them a
warm welcome next time you cross their paths: Faith
Formation Admin Charley Truitt, Administrative
Assistant Jen Kline, and Maintenance Brian Thole.

- Administrative Assistant Jen Kline will
be behind the front desk helping
support the daily operations of the

i parish—so if you stop by, there’s a

: good chance you’ll meet her! When
i she’s not at St. Catherine’s, Jen
enjoys reading, camping, and
spending time with her family.

Faith Formation Admin Charley Truitt
.. is looking forward to helping the

| children grow closer in their

| relationship with Jesus through

" Vacation Bible School, Faith

- Formation classes as well as help
build up the Young Adults Group.
When she’s not at St. Catherine’s she
attends a weekly Catholic Bible Study,
sings, listens to music, and spends

time with her family.

Our Maintenance Worker, Brian Thole
diligently cleans and maintains the
parish grounds. Whether he’s
mowing the lawn, or cleaning Marian
Hall, he keeps our parish spic and

= span! You may see him walking
around, so feel free to say hello!

J%@ﬁcomvw\/\

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PAGE 6

Mass Intentions

SATURDAY: August 8, Vigil of the Nineteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
4:00 pm Bob Woleben
SUNDAY: August 9, The Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33
7:30 am People of the Parish
9:00 am Bryan Sosinski t
11:00 am Mary Wroblewski T
5:00 pm Linda Anderson T, beloved daughter of Pat T

Staff Contacts

Front Office
frontdesk@stcatherinesiena.org
Mary Myers / (269) 978-2335
Jen Kline / (269) 978-2340

Accounting
accounting@stcatherinesiena.org
Elizabeth Dangel / (269) 978-2338
Linda Reaume / (269) 978-2346

Bulletin/Communications

and Jerry * Kroehn communications@stcatherinesiena.org

Mackenzie Holton / (269) 327-3441

MONDAY: August 10, Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr
2 Cor 9:6-10/Jn 12:24-26

9:15 am Bill Robbins T
TUESDAY: August 11, Saint Clare, Virgin
Ez 2:8-3:4/Mt 18:1-5,10, 12-14

9:15 am Dan Comiskey t Music Ministry
WEDNESDAY: August 12, Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, mclemens@stcatherinesiena.org
Religious Michelle Clemens / (269) 327-5165
Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Mt 18:15-20

9:15 am Sean Morgan’s birthday
THURSDAY: August 13, Saints Pontian, Pope, and Hippolytus,
Priest, Martyr
Ez 12:1-12/Mt 18:21- 19:1 Facilities

9:15 am Brenda Werner’s birthday
FRIDAY: August 14, Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr

Faith Formation Ministry
faith@stcatherinesiena.org
Johnna Makuch / (269) 978-2343
Charley Truitt / (269) 978-2347

Parish Nurse Ministry
pwhitentc@mac.com
Paula White (volunteer) / (269) 330-3762

klaske@stcatherinesiena.org
Kathy Laske (Coordinator) / (269) 978-2332

Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Mt 19:3-12 Gary Townsend
9:15am Courtney Werner’s birthday Brian Thole
SATURDAY: August 15, The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Clergy Contacts
Mary
Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 Fr. Mark Vyverman fathermark
9:15 am Deacon Carlos Alfaro t Deacon Brian deaconbrian
Deacon Ron deaconronald

Deacon Doran deacondoran

SATURDAY: August 15, Vigil of the Twentieth Sunday in All clergy contacts are @stcatherinesiena.org

Ordinary Time
4:00 pm Mary T & Dick Schell t
SUNDAY: August 16, Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 56:1, 6-7/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28
7:30 am People of the Parish
9:00 am Debbie Payne t
11:00 am Joanne DiCarlo T
5:00 pm Robert Brink

After-hours emergency, death or danger of death,
call for a Priest: (269) 598-0357

Aside from Adam &
Eve, who in the Bible
had no parents?

Joshua, son of Nun

Join our Flocknote! Text JOINSCS to 84576 “ "
(“none”).

OR Connect with us online at:
stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com

Any adult working with children and youth must complete mandatory diocesan requirements including background checks and child
abuse prevention training before volunteering in any capacity.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Complete Lawn Care | | coningot e . 3
! Lampﬁeff Murch " Cremsawi (269) 323-1233

Created with Care. - o Flaie THA — 7860 S. Sprinkle Road, Portage
*‘ & LANDSCAPING | MEMORIALS Large lrfventqry for No P b Can" C}'o’ff wwev.carrcraﬂ,com 9
SNOW PLOWING Est. 1894 Wait Options. Auviomolive ANDREA & JOSH CARR
B . 56556 S Main St 269-668-3350 5 Repairs fo Foreign & Domestic Cars & Light Trucks
L & Londscaping Services 321-9333 Mattawan, MI 49071 campbellmurch.com esperelectric.com

Om ence Area’s Largest - :
Landscape Nursery @ FIRST NATIONAL BANK Aaron C. Ford, DDS
gARhDEN CENTER Headquarters ,-_;f 'qul'm 602 West Prairie Street « Vicksburg, MI 49097
Sl Local Commercial and Personal Banking 269-649-1495
"9 0 Shaver Rd. 323-8310 WWW. romencegardenmc com fnbmichigan.bank www.vicksburgfamilydentistry.com

A-1 AuwB%iy | @ecema DL, Gallivan  Mereon

“Service Since 1969" ~ SHOP, | Office Solutions

Since : . .
ishi Jim Gaugier, President KALAMAZOO (269) 349-1581
St Thomas More Parishioners BODY SHOP 1951 jimgaugiger@(ﬂga”ivan_com BATTLE CREEK (269) 964-0065
COMPLETE AUTO BODY REPAIRS & REFINISHING Quality Work & Dependable Service 1424 West Centre Street TOLL FREE (800) 886-1581
327-8600 416 Romence Rd.

Portage, MI 49024 www.copykalamazoo.com  FAX (269) 349-2317

~~ 2 RW.LAPINE INC.

Collision “= 7 MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS

ca 344-4916

3603 S BURDICK « JUST SOUTH OF CORK ST.

Tom Breitenbach The Owel Family, Parishioners

. ; vl Al
Agent « St. Ann’s Parishioner www.petersenautobody.com S;eﬁ;; Heating & Air Conditioning Service
5921 S Sprinkle Road * Portage \_ FAX: 344-7092 Now Serving

269-324-4800 StateFarm @ Residential Customers

Insure Your Home and Auto

www.tombreitenbach.com

269,388,2045

5140 East ML Avenue Ealamazoo, bl

.
. Bronson Advanced JOHNDEERE LAWN & POWER EQUIPMENT 7 S—

Cardiac Healthcare bOdman ﬂ/ld?/&gﬂflfb&

THoMAS A. KELLER, JR., M.D. ® Parishioner & Partner ANCRNEYSRE USROS R S ]

1120 S Burdick
343-2671

269-568-3101 PARISHIONER

www.kalamazooflorist.com

Jjgardiner@bodmanlaw.com FVIENTION THIS AD FOR S%J
R S

EFUND TO ST. CATHERINE’

269.373.1222

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
emaker's Import and Domestig=
ruge IN

John David Gardiner

shoemakersgarageinc.com
633 E CROSSTOWN PKWY. « 1 Block West of Portage Rd. |MPORT

KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS"

FAITH IN ACT]ON AT ST. CATHERINE’S Call hedul f
COME JOIN US all now to sche ule your free

STCATHERINESIENA.ORG/KOFC6980 onsite estimate - 269-685-9557

vo Get this bulletin emailed to
M you every week.

www.bodmanlaw.com

'DEDICATED TO EXCELLENCE IN CLIENT SERVICE
Michael J. Willis, J.D., C.P.A.

Adnmitted to Practice Law in Florida and Michigan

Simply go to FRRESHILE Farravsy Estate Planni
www.DM.CHURCH/1298 ...or scan =p [ AR Kool bt stale Flanning

5839 Oakland Dr. C: 2(3952 51-0739 J Probate & Guardianships
Portage, MI 49024 A
0: 269-488-04.4.6 Corporate Law

charitysodano@bhhsmi.com
| charitysodano.bhhsmichiganrealestate.com

% DISCOVERMASS

ST
Business Litigation AW FIRMS
LISNEWE

Civil Lawsuits
@06
Kalamazoo - Grand Rapids

7 Chicago - Paw Paw
YW (e I Tl 2.69.492.1040 | www.willis.law

arics 200 32T 1032

Owner, Parishioner
BREAKFAST © LUNCH - CATERING

z-ér.rff.v{:ﬂ}r{w- ..\-.rf.:'.;’.-'; ?‘E;Krz.r.f.cif/) 2 Gull Rd. M E TZ E R
3000 Old Centre Road .alamazoo

Registered Dietitian +
Certified Personal Trainer %{

Nutrition That Fits Your Life

Weight Management - Sports Nutrition -
Disordered Eating

© (989)295-6685

EmilyHNutrition.com

Many Insurances Accepted
Often $0 Copay

Portage, Michigan 49024 HEATING COO LING
David C.Semler, Mp, FAAD  (269) 323-8241 Phone Quality Service Since 1903
Parishioner SouthwestMichiganDerm.com Call Us Today! 269.385.3562 www.metzgers.biz

Service - Strategy - SOLD

Pe Napier
ot Tl Mo Ty o212
I B e S GRI, CRS,

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

i SRS, ABR,
MICHIGAN REAL ESTATE B LE L 20 2207
5839 OAKLAND DR., PORTAGE, MI 49024 THI KING O_F..-SE'LLIN G OR BUYING? LET’S TAL‘K_!

©2026 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com



http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980626
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12981314
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980497
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980516
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980617
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980710
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980812
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980801
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980723
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980421
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980725
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980226
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980826
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980526
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980225
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12980926

iy
HUGHEY
REALTORS
Call Randy: 269-744-0381

www.hugheyrealtors.net
Randy & Janine Hughey - St. Martin Parishioners

reves, | A0
Security

e Corp BATTERIES « BRAKES « ALIGNMENTS
SHAVER RD. & CENTRE ST.

Dave Fening - Parishioner 8012 SHAVER RD.

8135 Cox’s Drive « Suite 214 327-2587
269-329-0373 meneuin PARISHIONER
www.davessecurity.com

“We Protect Your
Most Precious Possessions”

{ |

FIRsT IN savings ZEMLICK FirsT v seRvice

85/DAY COURTESY VEHICLES

Scott Betzler
Catholic Funeral Director
e

Global

EWTN.COM/RADIO
Catholic

@ EWTN | &

- NEY

[

BetzlerLifeStory.com
(269) 375-2900

Auto Body & Collision Center

GRANITE

SHOP

The Pienta Family, St. Monica Parishioners

375-1660

www.centraltile.net

e

kwongorthodontics

Parishioners
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