CATHERINE OF SIENA CATHOLIC CHURCH

We are called to honor the Lord by serving each other in hope.

“Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.” Matthew 20:1-16a

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
September 20, 2026

1150 West Centre Avenue + Portage, Michigan + www.stcatherinesiena.org * (269) 327-5165

In case of after-hours emergency, death, or danger of death, please call: (269) 598-0357



Dear Parishioners,

nepsy

fram Fr. Mark

It was nice to celebrate
our 60th year anniversary
last weekend at the
parish picnic. The food
was good, the company
was good, and there was
even ice cream! Qur
anniversary also caught
the attention of some of
the staff at MLive and |
had an interview with them a few weeks ago about our 60-
year history as a parish community. You may have seen this
out on their website. | have also personally enjoyed looking
into our history a little bit more in the past few months and
finding out some interesting facts and events in our history.
Our parish staff are putting together a little
commemorative booklet that will be available soon.

Of course, our celebrations are not quite over yet. Bishop
Lohse was unable to attend the picnic. But he will be
joining us to have an additional celebration for our parish
on Saturday, September 26. Bishop will be the celebrant at
the 4 p.m. Saturday night Mass. This will be followed by a
light dinner reception to be held in Marian Hall. Everyone is
welcome to join us for this second occasion to celebrate
our 60 years of faith and parish life.

When the Bishop is here, | know some of you might have
the same question for him: When is Fr. Mark going to have
some more priest help? Bishop Lohse is continuing to work
on this as no one is currently available to assist here. As |
have said from the beginning of my time here at St.
Catherine, keep praying for vocations to the priesthood and
the religious life! In the meantime, please continue to be
patient with me as it takes me longer to get around to
everything. | appreciate the priests from the area parishes
that have been assisting me during this time.

By the time that you are reading this column, the original
schedule that | have for repairs on the Blessed Sacrament
Chapel indicate that the crews should be starting work. As
this begins, we have several weeks ahead of us for active
work. Please pardon the dust and any inconvenience, but
all this is very necessary and vital work that needs to be
done before the snow starts flying (Fall starts this coming
Tuesday). Weekend Masses will continue in the main
church as scheduled during these weeks of construction.

Don’t forget: On this third week of September, our Faith
Formation classes begin and it’s time again for donuts on

Sunday mornings! Come and try out some donuts from the
new donut machine!

Thanks for reading!

Fr Mark

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mass
Monday - Saturday: 9:15 am (Trinity Chapel)

Saturday: 4:00 pm, Vigil Mass
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, & 5:00 pm
Adoration
Thursday: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
First Friday: 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays from 11:00 am—12:00 pm,
Trinity Chapel/GLP
If this time does not work for you, call our Front Office to
schedule an appointment with a priest.

Front Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Phone: (269) 327-5165 Fax: (269) 327-7266
Email: frontdesk@stcatherinesiena.org

@I Text to Give: (844) 311-5105

www.stcatherinesiena.org

o facebook.com/stcatherinesiena

Q stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com

prayers@stcatherinesiena.org, (269) 978-2344
Stewardship

August 31, 2026 - E:::lopes R $16,847
September 6, 2026 : ’
Donations
Electronic Giving $8,338
$25,185
September 1, 2025 - SQ;:LODES 4
September 7, 2025 . $19,396
Donations
Electronic $18,315
Giving $37.711
2026 - 2027 Year to Date $271,147
2025 - 2026 Year to Date $282,336

Thank you all for your continued generosity!

If you are interested in membership or volunteering,
please contact our Front Office today!
frontdesk@stcatherinesiena.org or 327-5165.
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Sunday, September 20, 2026 Wednesday, September 23, 2026
7:30 am Mass, Church 9:15am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel
8:30 am Rosary, Trinity Chapel 10:00 am St. C Walkers, Stanley Centre Gym
8:30 am Coffee & Donuts, Marian Hall 6:00 pm Circle of Friends, Fellowship
9:00 am Mass, Church 7:00 pm Scripture Study, Zoom
10:00 am Faith Formation, Roo.ms 1-12, Stanley Centre Thursday, September 24, 2026
10:15 am Choir Warm Up, Choir Room 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel
11:00 am Mass, Church 10:00 am Adoration, Trinity Chapel
11:00 am Preschool, Room 10/12 10:00 am WoW, Rooms 1/3, 2/4, 5/7, 6/8, 9/11
11:00 am Kindergarten, Room 1/3 12:50 pm Benediction, Trinity Chapel
5:00 pm Mass, Church 6:30 pm Choir Practice, Choir Room
6:30 pm MomCo, Fellowship, Stanley Centre
Friday, September 25, 2026
Monday, September 21, 2026 9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel
9:15am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel 6:00 pm YA Apple Palooza, Youth Room, Stanley
7:00 pm Catholic Men's Fellowship, Fellowship
7:00 pm Faith Formation, Rooms 1-12 Saturday, September 26, 2026
7:30 am Catholic Men's Fellowship, Room 9/11
Tuesday, September 22, 2026 8:00 am SVdP Interviews, Stanley Centre
9:15 am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel 9:15am Daily Mass, Trinity Chapel
9:30 am Prayer Shawl Ministry, GLP 11:00 am Reconciliation, GLP, Trinity Chapel
9:45 am Rosary, Trinity Chapel 2:00 pm Altar Server Training, Church
6:30 pm OCIA, Siena Conference Room 3:15 pm Choir Warm Up, Choir Room
3:30 pm Rosary for Life, Church
4:00 pm Mass with Bishop Lohse, Church
5:00 pm 60th Anniversary Reception, Marian Hall

Reflection on the Readings

Today’s Gospel is another story that we’re all familiar with, that of the landowner who hired laborers
to go into his vineyard. People were called at various points of the day; some toiled all day in the hot
sun, while some presumably only worked an hour or two as the day was ending and temperatures
were more comfortable. Yet, at the end of the day everyone received the same pay. “Unfair,” cried the
laborers who had worked all day! And many people today have a similar difficulty with this parable.
Why does this seem unfair? Because, as the Lord told Isaiah, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor
are your ways my ways.”

We think in terms of “fair”, whereas God is generous. Think for a moment of all that God has given us,
none of which we earned. Most importantly, think of the forgiveness that God continually offers us
despite our continued failings. We can’t earn it; it is a gift freely given. God’s generosity extends to
everyone equally. It doesn’t matter how “good” or “bad” a person appears to us, nor does it matter at
what point in a person’s life they turn to God. As is noted elsewhere in the Gospel, “there is more joy
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons." Thank God for that,
since we are all sinners! I’'m sure we all know people who struggle with their faith, or who simply do
not believe...this Gospel reading gives us hope for them. What can we do to help them find their way?
Pray for them, be an example for them, and be willing to talk to them if/when we are the instrument
God chooses to use to call them.

Reflection by parishioner John Ceglarek

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Creative Connections

The next Creative Connections virtual gathering for
persons with disabilities will be on Sunday, September
27th from 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM. We will catch up with each
other, have a brief reflection on the Sunday’s scripture
passage, and end with prayer. Join us for fellowship. A
Zoom link will be sent to you prior to meeting. Contact:
Veronica Rodriguez at (269) 349-8714 x1240 and
vrodriguez@diokzoo.org. To register, you can visit:
diokzoo.org/personswithdisabilities

- MomCo
Altar SBI’VGI’ Tral nlng MomcCo is back and we saved you a seat! Join us this year as

we explore our new theme, Good Company — a reminder

Altar server training will take place on Saturday,

September 26, at 2:00 PM in the main church. that God created us for authentic friendship and
Deacon Brian will be facilitating the training. community. In a world that often leaves us feeling busy
Anyone interested in altar serving and disconnected, MomCo is a place where moms can find
should plan to attend, and the encouragement, grow in faith, and build meaningful
training should last about 1 hour. relationships with other women who understand the
Guestions? — journey of motherhood. Our first meeting is Sunday,
Contact Deacon Brian Kaluzny at September 20th, 2026, at 6:30 PM at the Stanley Centre.
deaconbrian@stcatherinesiena.org. Whether you're a new mom or have children of any age,

_ we'd love to welcome you. For more information, contact
We look forward to seeing Kelsey Stainforth at kritter22@live.com, search for our
you there! group through the MomCo Find a Group page, or join our

Facebook group, St. Catherine's MomCo.

El Sitio
The El Sitio ministry will be returning to El Salvador in
October! Please donate so we can support the three main

focuses of the ministry: Education, healthcare, and
economic sustainability.
@FHE

How to give: :ﬁ-?;;;k

Envelopes are available at the entrance of

the church, or you can scan the accompanying
QR code. Thank you for your generosity! For more
information, contact Avril at lcustomplbg@aol.com

Circle of Friends

Join us on Wednesday, September 23rd from

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM for Circle of Friends! This gathering for
adults with cognitive and developmental disabilities is a
time of fellowship, activities, and reflections on the
Sunday readings along with a simple dinner. We will gather
in the Fellowship Room in the Stanley Centre at St.
Catherine of Siena (1150 W. Centre Street, Portage, Ml
49024). Contact Veronica Rodriguez at (269) 349-8714,
EXT. 1240 or email at vrodriguez@diokzoo.org. You can
also visit diokzoo.org/personswithdisabilities

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Caring Network Fundraiser

The Knights of Columbus, Women of the Word, Respect
Life Ministry, and Youth Group will host a fundraiser for
the Caring Network from Sept. 26th — Oct. 4th. Caring
Network, part of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of
Kalamazoo, provides free support to hundreds of
pregnant and parenting women each year. The Caring
Network has provided the following list of items needed:

« Diapers (sizes 3-7+) & Pull-ups (sizes 2T-6T)

« Girls & boys onesies (0-3 mos & 9-12 mos)

» Girls & boys pajamas (3T-5T)

« Girls & boys tops, shorts, & pants (3T and 5T)

« Toddler socks

« Toddler cups

« Toddler toothbrushes & toothpaste

+ Children’s body wash

» Baby wipes

« Baby wash cloths, towels, & burp cloths

= Baby formula, bottle nipples, pacifiers

The RBSCUB PrOjeCt + Strollers, highchairs, & pack n’ plays

: ; « Front carriers, wraps (for both parents to wear
with Fr. John Riccardo bables, not suaddles)

Is your faith lukewarm? + Outlet covers & locks for cupboard
Are you stuck in a rut? « Adult shampoo & conditioner
When did you attend your last retreat?  Adult body wash, toothbrushes, & toothpaste
» Feminine products (tampons)
The Rescue Project will be like a much-needed spiritual « Breast pads & milk storage bags
booster shot! Join us on 5 Sunday afternoons to » Board books - games (memory, Hi-Ho Cherry-0),

witness God’s gospel message like it’s never been stacking toys, pull toys, & baby dolls

prasented e, He.lobh Riceatds s & dynamic Drop donations in the pack-n-plays in the narthex anytime

speaker from the Archdiocese of Detroit who will keep between Sept. 26th —Oct. 4th. We’'ll also have a “baby
you on the edge of your seat, and possibly change your = bottle” fundraiser. After Mass on Sept. 26th and 27th,
life. take home a baby bottle, fill it with coins, cash, or a check
(payable to Catholic Charities Caring Network), and return

We will t in the Stanley Centre 5 ti
e wiil meetin the y on > consecutive it the weekend of Oct. 3rd and 4th.

Sundays, from 3:00 - 6:00 PM (dinner provided): Contacts: Jeff Phelan at (269) 491-5151,
» October 11 . jvpheland@gmail.com or
= .
» October 18 @n l:z;'-l- !’!@ Dianne Zeman at (269) 665-0392,
« October 25 :,E‘--itvi'== ﬁiFﬁ _ dianne.zeman@gmail.com
''''' e Scan for trailer
« November 1 1Y _,xh:_r .I:E:

« November 8 @I" |.::;Fil“';'i|

There are 4 ways to register: Sign up at the Knights’
table at the Parish Picnic, register in Marian Hall on
September 20 during Coffee and Donuts, sign up at a
table in the narthex following Masses on October 3
and 4, or call Mike Kraft at (734) 355-6598.

Want to know more? Scan the QR code to watch a
short trailer. Find this trailer and other videos at
rescueproject.us.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mass Intentions

SATURDAY: September 19, Vigil of the Twenty-fifth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
4:00 pm John Arundel t

SUNDAY: September 20, The Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Is 55:6-9/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a

7:30 am Robert McGuire *

9:00 am People of the Parish

11:00 am Franca T and Boridano t Panone

5:00 pm Frank Unger t

MONDAY: September 21, Saint Matthew, Apostle and
Evangelist
Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Mt 9:9-13
9:15 am Serafino Gesmundo *
TUESDAY: September 22, Weekday
Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Lk 8:19-21
9:15 am Chuck Feeny *
WEDNESDAY: September 23, Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest
Prv 30:5-9/Lk 9:1-6
9:15 am Charles Kirk T

THURSDAY: September 24, Weekday
Eccl 1:2-11/Lk 9:7-9

9:15 am Carl Pinckney *
FRIDAY: September 25, Weekday
Eccl 3:1-11/Lk 9:18-22

9:15 am John Adam Belushi t

Staff Contacts

Front Office
frontdesk@stcatherinesiena.org
Mary Myers / (269) 978-2335
Jen Kline / (269) 978-2340

Accounting
accounting@stcatherinesiena.org
Elizabeth Dangel / (269) 978-2338
Linda Reaume / (269) 978-2346

Bulletin/Communications
communications@stcatherinesiena.org
Mary Myers / (269) 978-2335

Faith Formation Ministry
faith@stcatherinesiena.org
Johnna Makuch / (269) 978-2343
Charley Truitt / (269) 978-2347

Music Ministry
mclemens@stcatherinesiena.org
Michelle Clemens / (269) 327-5165

Parish Nurse Ministry
pwhitentc@mac.com
Paula White (volunteer) / (269) 330-3762

Facilities
klaske@stcatherinesiena.org

Kathy Laske (Coordinator) / (269) 978-2332

Gary Townsend
Brian Thole

Clergy Contacts

fathermark
deaconbrian
deaconronald
deacondoran

Fr. Mark Vyverman
Deacon Brian
Deacon Ron
Deacon Doran

SATURDAY: September 26, Saints Cosmos and Damian,
Martyrs
Eccl 11:9----12:8/Lk 9:43b-45

9:15 am Shirley Temple Black *

All clergy contacts are @stcatherinesiena.org
SATURDAY: September 26, Vigil of the Twenty- Sixth Sunday

in Ordinary Time
4:00 pm Maryt and Dick Schell t
SUNDAY: September 27, Twenty-Sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Ez 18:25-28/Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32
7:30 am People of the Parish
9:00 am Inez Gabel *
11:00 am Deceased members of the Cekola Family *
5:00 pm Diane Wenger *

After-hours emergency, death or danger of death,
call for a priest: (269) 598-0357

pious punchlines

Join our Flocknote! Text JOINSCS to 84576
OR Connect with us online at:
stcatherinesiena.flocknote.com

Any adult working with children and youth must complete mandatory diocesan requirements including background checks and child
abuse prevention training before volunteering in any capacity.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Call Randy: 269-744-0381
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Parishioner
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Smil. specializing in orthodontics for
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www.kwongortho.com
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