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Pope Francis names new Bishop for Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo

MAY 23, 2023 (KALAMAZOO, MICH.): Pope Francis has accepted the 
resignation of Bishop Paul J. Bradley, 77, and appointed 
Msgr. Edward M. Lohse, 61, as the fifth Bishop for the Catholic Diocese 
of Kalamazoo. The resignation and appointment were announced today 
by the Holy See in Rome.

Bishop-elect Lohse is currently the Vicar General and Moderator of the 
Curia for the Diocese of Erie. Ordination of the new Bishop has been 
scheduled for 2 p.m. on Tuesday, July 25, 2023, at St. Augustine Cathe-
dral, Kalamazoo.

As required by Church law, Bishop Bradley submitted his resignation to 
the Holy Father when he turned 75, on October 18, 2020. 
Bishop Bradley, who has served the Diocese since his installation on 
June 5, 2009, will continue as Apostolic Administrator until 
Bishop-elect Lohse’s ordination.

“With thanksgiving to our Loving God and with deep gratitude to our 
Holy Father, Pope Francis, our Diocese’s wait for our new Shepherd has yielded a wonderful gift in the selection 
of Bishop-Elect Edward M. Lohse as the fifth bishop of the Diocese of Kalamazoo,” said Bishop Bradley. 
“We welcome him with open arms and hearts filled with joy. May he walk with us, teaching us and leading us 
in the ways of hope-filled disciples of our Risen Lord.”

Bishop-elect Lohse is the sixth of seven children born to his parents, the late Edward and Ida Lohse, who raised 
their family in their hometown of McKean, Pa. He graduated from Cathedral Preparatory School and continued 
his education at Gannon University, Erie, Pa., where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in History. He contin-
ued his seminary studies at St. Vincent Seminary, Latrobe, Pa., graduating with a Master of Divinity in 1987 and 
completing his requirements for ordination in 1988. More recently, Bishop-elect Lohse furthered his studies at 
the Pontifical Gregorian University earning both a License (2002) and Doctorate in Canon Law (2016).

He was ordained a priest by the late Bishop Michael J. Murphy on April 21, 1989, at St. Peter Cathedral, 
Erie, Pa. His first pastoral appointment was as a Parochial Vicar for St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, Corry, Pa. 
He was recognized by Pope Francis in 2015 as a Chaplain to his Holiness with the title Monsignor. 

Throughout his thirty-four years as a priest, Bishop-elect Lohse has served in a number of pastoral, educational 
and diocesan assignments both for the Diocese of Erie as well as the Vatican. He has held administrative roles 
including Director of the Office for the Protection of Children and Youth, Chancellor and Vocation Director for 
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the Diocese. Additionally, he served as an Official of the Congregation for the Clergy (a dicastery within the 
Vatican curia) from 2010-2015 and was an adjunct member of the faculty (from 2011-2015) for the Pontifical 
North American College, Vatican City. 

“I am both humbled and honored to be asked by the Holy Father to become the fifth Bishop of Kalamazoo, and 
I am grateful to Bishop Bradley for his support,” said Bishop-elect Lohse. “The task ahead is a daunting one, 
but none of us walks the path of faith alone. I know that I will need to count on the prayers of Bishop Bradley, 
the priests, religious and laity of the diocese, and I pledge my prayers for them in return. Together, we will go 
forward to proclaim Christ, and to meet him in the hearts of all God’s people in the Diocese of Kalamazoo.”
As Bishop of the Diocese of Kalamazoo, Bishop-elect Lohse will be the chief shepherd of the close to 80,000 
Catholics who reside in the nine counties of Southwest Michigan that make up the Diocese: Allegan, Barry, 
Van Buren, Kalamazoo, Calhoun, Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph and Branch.

-30-

ABOUT THE DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO: The Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo was founded in 1971 when the 
Second Vatican Council called for the creation of smaller dioceses so that bishops could be more available 
to the people they serve. Today the diocese encompasses 5,337 square miles of nine counties in southwest 
Michigan: Allegan, Barry, Van Buren, Kalamazoo, Calhoun, Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph and Branch and includes 59 
parishes as well as 21 Catholic schools.
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Bishop-Elect Edward M. Lohse, J.C.D.

Bishop-Elect of the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo 

By the Numbers

61 years old

34 years as a priest

2 Canon Law degrees

6 siblings

On May 23, 2023, Rev. Msgr. Edward M. Lohse, 
J.C.D. was announced as the fifth bishop of the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo by the Holy See. 

Bishop-Elect Lohse, a priest of the Diocese of Erie in 
Pa., will be ordained on July 25, 2023 at St. Augustine 
Cathedral in Kalamazoo. He is currently Pastor of 
St. Julie Parish in Erie, Pa. and Vicar General, 
Moderator of the Curia, and Director of the Office 
for the Protection of Children and Youth for the 
Dicoese of Erie. 

To read his full biography, use the QR code to the left 
or visit www.diokzoo.org/bishop-elect. 

Date of Birth: November 23, 1961
Place of Birth: Erie, Pa.
Parents: Edward L. and Ida E. Lohse (both deceased)
Siblings: 6 of 7
Hometown: McKean, Pa.
Home parish: St. Francis Xavier, McKean, Pa.
Grade School: Our Lady of Peace School, Erie, Pa.
High School: Cathedral Preparatory School, Erie, Pa.
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EDUCATION
1980-1984 Gannon University, Erie, Pa.
  May 1984: Graduation with a Bachelor of Arts in History, granted summa cum laude

1984-1988 St. Vincent Seminary, Latrobe, Pa.  
  May 1988: Completion of Ordination requirements
  May 1987: Graduation with a Masters of Divinity, granted with highest honors

2000-2002 The Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome, Italy
  June, 2002: Graduation with a License in Canon Law, granted summa cum laude 

2013-2016  The Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome, Italy
  June, 2016: Graduation with a Doctorate in Canon Law, granted summa cum laude

ORDINATION 
Diaconate:    October 22, 1988 at St. Thomas the Apostle, Corry, Pa.
Priesthood:    April 21, 1989 at St. Peter Cathedral, Erie, Pa.

PASTORAL ASSIGNMENTS
1986  Summer assignment to St. Teresa of Avila parish, Union City, Pa. 
1987-1990 Parochial assignment to St. Thomas the Apostle parish, Corry, Pa., as seminarian (1987-1988),   
   deacon (1988-1989), and parochial vicar (1989 1990)
2022-2023 Pastor, Saint Julia Parish, Erie, Pa.

DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATION
2016-2017 Episcopal Vicar for Canonical Services
2017-present Vicar General
2017-present Moderator of the Curia
2017-present Director of the Office for the Protection of Children and Youth

HOLY SEE
2010-2015 Official of the Congregation for the Clergy, Vatican City State

DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATION 
2001-2002 Assistant Chancellor
2002-2007 Vice-Chancellor
2007-2010 Chancellor

VOCATIONS AND SEMINARY WORK
1995-2000  Vocation Director
2002-2010 Vocation Director
2011-2015 Adjunct Faculty, Pontifical North American College, Vatican City State
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Diocese by the Numbers

9 COUNTIES

77,819
REGISTERED CATHOLICS

966,198
TOTAL POPULATION

1. ALLEGAN
4. KALAMAZOO
7. CASS

2. BARRY
5. CALHOUN
8. ST. JOSEPH

3. VAN BUREN
6. BERRIEN
9. BRANCH

1 2

3 4 5

6 7 8 9

46

3*

13

DIOCESAN
PARISHES DIOCESAN 

MISSIONS

HOSPITALS

*includes Ascension Borgess Hospital, Ascension Borgess Allegan Hospital and Ascension Borgess Lee Hospital.
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*Statistics are based on information obtained from the Official Catholic Directory.

8

1

124

52

75

SEMINARIANS 

BROTHER

SISTERS

DEACONS

ACTIVE & 
RETIRED PRIESTS

Clergy and Religious

2,384

3,058
TOTAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS

TOTAL STUDENTS IN PARISH
RELIGION EDUCATION PROGRAMS

18 3
PARISH
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS

DIOCESAN
HIGH SCHOOLS

TOTAL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

21

Catholic Education
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The Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo was officially founded on July 21, 1971.

After the Second Vatican Council called for the creation of smaller dioceses so bishops could be more 
available to the people they serve, the five Michigan bishops, the National Council of Catholic Bishops and the 
Holy Father reviewed a three-year study of existing boundaries and suggestions for the realignment or develop-
ment of new dioceses in Michigan. This resulted in the creation of two new dioceses: the Diocese of Gaylord and 
the Diocese of Kalamazoo. 

On July 21, 1971, the Apostolic Delegate of the United States, Archbishop Luigi Raimondi, read the 
Executive Decree creating the Diocese of Kalamazoo. John Cardinal Dearden of Detroit ordained 
Father Paul V. Donovan as the first bishop of the new diocese. 

St. Augustine was established on the same day as the Cathedral Church of the Diocese; Father Edward Crowley 
was the first rector.

Today the diocese encompasses 5,337 square miles of nine counties in southwest Michigan: Allegan, Barry, 
Van Buren, Kalamazoo, Calhoun, Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph and Branch and includes 59 parishes as well as 
21 Catholic schools.

Bishops serving the Diocese of Kalamazoo: The Most Rev. Paul V. Donovan served from July 21, 1971 until 
November 1994; The Most Rev. Alfred J. Markiewicz served from January 31, 1995 until his death on January 8, 
1997; The Most Rev. James A. Murray served from January 27, 1998 until June 2009; and The Most Rev. Paul J. 
Bradley has served since June 5, 2009 and is currently Apostolic Administrator upon the announcement of the 
Bishop-elect Edward M. Lohse on May 23, 2023. Bishop-elect Lohse is scheduled to be ordained the fifth Bishop 
of the Diocese of Kalamazoo on July 25, 2023. 

Diocesan History
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Diocesan Parishes and Deaneries
Central Deanery  
(10 parishes; 8 Collaboratives) 
Dean: Very Rev. Robert Creagan, V.F.

• St. Ann Parish, Augusta (Gull Lake) 
• St. Edward Parish, Mendon &   

St. Martin of Tours Parish, Vicksburg 
• St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Portage
• St. Augustine Cathedral Parish, Kalamazoo &  

St. Ambrose Parish, Parchment
• St. Thomas More Student Parish, Kalamazoo
• St. Monica Parish, Kalamazoo
• St. Mary Parish, Kalamazoo                                                                                                                     
• St. Joseph Parish, Kalamazoo

Eastern Deanery  
(10 parishes; 3 Collaboratives)
Dean: Very Rev. Dan Hyman, V.F.

• St. Joseph Parish, Battle Creek;   
St. Jerome Parish, Battle Creek;   
St. Philip Parish, Battle Creek; 
Our Lady of Great Oak Mission Parish,  
Bellevue (Lacey) &

      St. Ambrose Parish, Delton
• St. John the Evangelist Parish, Albion & 

St. Mary Parish, Marshall    
• St. Mary’s Assumption Parish, Bronson; 

St. Charles Borromeo Parish, Coldwater & 
Our Lady of Fatima Mission Parish, Union 
City       

Northern Deanery  
(12 parishes; 5 Collaboratives)
Dean: Very Rev. Fabio Garzón, V.F.

• Blessed Sacrament Parish, Allegan &  
St. Margaret Parish, Otsego

• Sacred Heart Parish, Allegan (Watson); 
St. Mary’s Visitation Parish, Byron Center 
(New Salem) &       
St. Stanislaus Parish, Dorr (Hilliards)   

• St. Peter Parish, Douglas;    
San Felipe de Jesus Mission Parish, Fennville 
(Pearl) &      
St. Basil Parish, South Haven

• St. Rose of Lima Parish, Hastings &   
St. Cyril Parish, Nashville

• St. Therese of Lisieux Parish, Wayland &  
SS. Cyril and Methodius Parish, Wayland  
(Gun Lake)

Southern Deanery  
(10 parishes; 4 Collaboratives) 
Dean: Very Rev. Rajain Mathias, V.F.   

• Holy Family Parish, Decatur;   
Holy Maternity of Mary Parish, Dowagiac & 
Sacred Heart of Mary Parish, Dowagiac  
(Silver Creek) 

• St. Ann Parish, Cassopolis & 
Our Lady of the Lake Parish, Edwardsburg 

• St. Clare Parish, Centreville;   
St. Barbara Parish, Colon & 
Immaculate Conception Parish, Three Rivers

• Holy Angels Parish, Sturgis &    
St. Joseph Parish, White Pigeon 

Western Deanery  
(17 parishes; 6 Collaboratives)
Dean: Very Rev. German Perez-Diaz, V.F.

• Sacred Heart Parish, Bangor &    
Immaculate Conception Parish, Hartford 

• SS. John & Bernard Parish, Benton Harbor; 
St. Joseph Parish, St. Joseph &   
St. Joseph Parish, Watervliet

• Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish, Bridgman 
• St. Mary of the Lake Parish, New Buffalo;   

St. Agnes Parish, Sawyer; &    
St. Mary of the Assumption, Three Oaks 

• St. Jude Parish, Gobles;     
St. Margaret Mary Parish, Marcellus;  
St. John Bosco Parish, Mattawan & 
St. Mary Parish, Paw Paw   

• St. Gabriel Parish, Berrien Springs;   
St. Anthony Parish, Buchanan; 
St. Mary Parish, Niles &

      St. Mark Parish, Niles
Catholic Schools* 

• Light of Christ Academy, Augusta - PK-8
• St. Joseph Elementary & Middle Schools,  

Battle Creek - PK-8
• St. Philip Catholic High, Battle Creek - 9-12
• St. Mary’s Assumption, Bronson - PK-8
• St. Mary’s Visitation, Byron Center - PK-6
• St. Charles Borromeo, Coldwater - PK-8
• St. Stanislaus, Dorr - PK-8
• St. Rose of Lima, Hastings - PK-6
• Hackett Catholic Prep, Kalamazoo - 9-12
• St. Augustine Cathedral, Kalamazoo - PK-8
• St. Monica, Kalamazoo - PK-8
• St. Mary, Niles - PK-6
• St. Margaret, Otsego - PK-8
• St. Mary, Paw Paw - PK-5
• Our Lady of the Lake Schools, St. Joseph - PK-12
• St. Basil, South Haven - PK-5
• Immaculate Conception, Three Rivers - PK-5
• St. Therese, Wayland - PK-6
*listed alphabetically by city
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Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley

Fourth Bishop of the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo 

officeofthebishop@diokzoo.org
269-349-8714 x1122
         @BishopPBradley

By the Numbers

52 years

25,000+ Confirmed

17 Men Ordained to Priesthood

23 Men Ordained to Permanent Diaconate

8 Pastoral Letters

• What I Have Heard and Seen, 2010
• We Dare to Say, 2012
• The Church: A Center of Hope, 2014
• Moving Forward in Hope: Charting the Course 

for  the Future, 2016
• Loving God and Our Neighbor: Living the  

Mission of the Eucharist, 2019*
• From Darkness to Light:  Hope for a New  

Pentecost, 2020**
• Let Our Hearts Be ‘In-Spired’ For Mission, 

2021***
• Behold, I Am Making All Things New, 2022

*Received 2nd Place for Best Diocesan Pastoral Mes-
sage - Letter at the 2020 Catholic Press Association 
Awards
**Received 2nd Place for Best Diocesan Pastoral 
Message - Letter at the 2021 Catholic Press Association 
Awards
***Received Honorable Mention for Best Diocesan 
Pastoral Message - Letter at the 2022 Catholic Press 
Association Awards

MOST REV. PAUL J. BRADLEY 

Biographical Summary Motto: “Waiting in Joyful Hope” cf. 
St. Paul’s Letter to Titus 2:13 

On June 5, 2009, Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley was in-
stalled as the fourth Bishop for the Diocese of Kalamazoo. 
Prior to his installation for the diocese, he was appointed 
titular bishop of Afufenia and auxiliary bishop of the Dio-
cese of Pittsburgh on December 16, 2004 and was ordained 
a bishop on February 2, 2005. 

(continued on next page)
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(continued from pg. 9)

Bishop Paul J. Bradley was born on October 18, 1945, in Glassport, Pa., the son of John and Cecilia Bradley. He 
attended St. Cecilia Grade School and attended high school, college and graduate theology studies at St. Meinrad 
Seminary, St. Meinrad, Ind. He also earned the Master’s in Social Work (MSW) from the University of Pittsburgh 
on December 19, 1987. 

Ordained a priest in the Diocese of Pittsburgh on May 1, 1971 by Bishop Vincent M. Leonard, Bishop Bradley 
held various pastoral ministry assignments both in the parishes as well as at the diocesan level. He served as 
Director of the Office of Family Life (1982), Secretary for Social Concerns (1989), and Vicar General/General 
Secretary/Moderator of the Curia (???).  When (then) Bishop Donald Wuerl was installed as the archbishop of 
Washington, D.C. in June 2006, Bishop Bradley was elected Administrator of the Diocese of Pittsburgh by the 
diocesan College of Consultors. He oversaw the day-to-day operations of the Diocese for 18 months until Bishop 
David Zubik’s installation on September 28, 2007. Bishop Bradley then continued serving as Auxiliary Bishop/
Vicar General/Moderator of the Curia until he was appointed Bishop of Kalamazoo.

After his Installation as Bishop of the Diocese of Kalamazoo in 2009 for the more than 100,000 Catholics in the 
nine-county region of Southwest Michigan, within the his first year, Bishop Bradley visited all 59 parishes and 
22 Catholic schools in the diocese. He released his first pastoral letter, What I Have Heard and Seen in the fall 
of 2010. He has since written an additional six pastoral letters to the faithful [see Pastoral Letters] including his 
most recent, “Let Your Hearts be In-spired for Mission: A Reflection on the Holy Spirit” [August 2021] in which 
he declared the Jubilee Year of the Holy Spirit for the diocese which continues until Pentecost Sunday, June 5, 
2022. 

During his fourteen years as shepherd of the Diocese, Bishop Bradley has introduced a number of initiatives in-
cluding the implementation of the 2016 Diocesan Pastoral Plan which created 28 Parish Collaboratives from the 
existing 59 parishes and missions. He also convened the 2019 Eucharistic Congress where close to 1,000 Catho-
lics participated. During his episcopal ministry Bishop Bradley has ordained 17 men to the priesthood and 23 as 
permanent deacons. He has conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation to more than 25,000 people*. He has also 
written eight pastoral letters, including three which received recognition from the Catholic Press Association 
Awards.  
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Bishops of Kalamazoo

The Most Reverend Paul J. BradleyThe Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley
Installed: June 5, 2009

Motto: “Waiting in Joyful Hope”

The Most Reverend James A. MurrayThe Most Reverend James A. Murray
Installed: January 27, 1998 - served until June 2009

died June 5, 2020
Motto: “Rejoice in the Lord Always”

The Most Reverend Alfred J. MarkiewiczThe Most Reverend Alfred J. Markiewicz
Installed: January 31, 1995 - died January 8, 1997

Beloved among the people during short tenure
Motto: “An Instrument of Your Peace”

The Most Reverend Paul V. DonovanThe Most Reverend Paul V. Donovan
Installed: July 21, 1971 - served until Nov. 1994 - 

died April 28, 2011
Celebrated Silver Jubilee as Bishop

Motto: “To Serve Rather Than Be Served”11
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Appendix A - Process for Appointing Bishops
What is the Process for Appointing Bishops in the Catholic Church?

The process of selecting the next bishop involves several indiviauls at every level, beginning at the diocesan level, 
and can take several months to years. It is a highly confidential process. 

The steps, as provided by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, are as follows:

1. Bishop’s Recommendations – Every bishop may submit to the archbishop of his province the names of priests 
he thinks would make good bishops. Following a discussion among the bishops of the province, a vote is tak-
en on which names to recommend. The archbishop then forwards the list of names to the apostolic nuncio in 
Washington. It is also submitted to the USCCB.

2. The Apostolic Nuncio – By overseeing the final list of names forwarded to Rome, the apostolic nuncio plays a 
decisive role in the selection process. He gathers facts and information about potential candidates and inter-
prets that information for the Congregation of Bishops. Great weight is given to the nuncio’s recommenda-
tions, but it is important to remember that his “gatekeeper” role does not mean that his recommendations are 
always followed.

3. The Congregation for Bishops – Once all the documentation from the nuncio is complete and in order, and 
the prefect approves, the process moves forward. A cardinal relator is chosen to summarize the documen-
tation and send a report to the full congregation, which generally meets twice a month on Thursdays. After 
hearing the cardinal relator’s report, the congregation discusses the appointment and then votes. The congre-
gation may follow the nuncio’s recommendation, choose another of the candidates on the terna (list of three 
candidates), or even ask that another terna be prepared.

4. The Pope Decides – At a private audience with the Holy Father, usually on a Saturday, the prefect of the Con-
gregation for Bishops presents the congregation’s recommendations to the Holy Father. A few days later, the 
Holy Father informs the congregation of his decision. The congregation then notifies the nuncio, who in turn 
contacts the candidate and asks if he will accept. If the answer is “yes,” the Vatican is informed, and a date is 
set for the announcement.

Bishop Paul J. Bradley, the fourth Bishop of the Diocese of Kalamazoo, will continue to serve the diocese until 
the installation of Bishop-Elect Edward Lohse. 



Appendix B - Glossary of Terms
Here is a brief glossary of terms often used in the Catholic Church that may not be completely familiar to journalists who have 
not had a great deal of experience in covering church matters. Terms are capitalized only if they are always capitalized. For 
example, archbishop is capitalized only when used as a title before a name, but College of Cardinals is a proper name in all 
uses—so the archbishop entry is lowercased but the other is capitalized.

apostolic nuncio. Church term for the Vatican ambassador to another country and the papal liaison with the 
church in that country. An apostolic nuncio, also called a papal nuncio, is always an archbishop, and it is his 
religious title that is capitalized as a title before his name, e.g., Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò, apostolic nuncio 
to the United States, not Apostolic Nuncio Carlo Maria Viganò. See religious titles before names. In a country 
with which the Vatican does not have diplomatic relations, the official Vatican liaison with the church there is 
called an apostolic delegate. Papal representatives in the United States were apostolic delegates until 1984, when 
full diplomatic relations were established. There was a brief period, from 1984 to 1991, when the Vatican ambas-
sador to the United States was called the pro-nuncio because he was not the dean of the world’s ambassadors to 
the United States (a position that under a Vienna convention is automatically given to the Vatican ambassador in 
many countries but in other countries is given to the senior foreign ambassador, wherever he is from). In 1991 
the Vatican quit using pro-nuncio as the title for its ambassadors who were not deans of the ambassadorial corps 
and began calling all papal representatives with full rank of ambassador nuncio.

archbishop. The title given automatically to bishops who govern archdioceses. It is also given to certain other 
high-ranking church officials, notably Vatican ambassadors (apostolic nuncios: see that entry), the secretaries of 
Vatican congregations and the presidents of pontifical councils. Adj. archepiscopal.

archdiocese. The chief diocese of an ecclesiastical province (see province and metropolitan). It is governed by an 
archbishop. Adj. archdiocesan. See diocese and archeparchy.

archeparchy. The chief diocese of an Eastern Catholic ecclesiastical province. In most contexts it can be called an 
archdiocese, but if some legal distinction between Eastern and Latin Catholic jurisdictions is important, it may 
be necessary to introduce the term. The head of an archeparchy is called an archeparch, but in most contexts he 
can be called an archbishop. There are only two Catholic archeparchies in the United States: the Byzantine Cath-
olic Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and the Ukrainian Catholic Archdiocese of Philadelphia. See eparchy.
auxiliary bishop. A bishop assigned to a Catholic diocese or archdiocese to assist its residential bishop. Whether 
in a diocese or archdiocese, his title is bishop.

bishop. The highest order of ordained ministry in Catholic teaching. Most bishops are diocesan bishops, the chief 
priests in their respective dioceses. But some (auxiliary bishops) are the top assistants to their diocesan bish-
ops, and some priests are made bishops because of special posts they hold in the church, such as certain Vatican 
jobs. Diocesan bishops and their auxiliaries are responsible for the pastoral care of their dioceses. In some cases 
diocesan bishops are assigned a coadjutor bishop, who is like an auxiliary except that he automatically becomes 
the diocesan bishop when his predecessor resigns or dies. See auxiliary bishop and coadjutor. In addition to 
their diocesan responsibilities, all bishops have a responsibility to act in council with other bishops to guide the 
church. Adj. episcopal.

bishops’ conference. A national (or in a very few cases regional) body of bishops that meets periodically to collab-
orate on matters of common concern in their country or region, such as moral, doctrinal, pastoral and liturgical 
questions; relations with other religious groups; and public policy issues. It is also called an episcopal conference. 
The U.S. conference is the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, or USCCB. See that entry.



brother. A man who has taken vows in a religious order but is not ordained or studying for the priesthood. 
Sometimes he is called a lay brother to distinguish him from clerical members of religious orders. See lay.
canon. Greek for rule, norm, standard or measure, it is used in several ways in church language. (1) The canon of 
Sacred Scripture is the list of books recognized by the church as inspired by the Holy Spirit. (2) Before the litur-
gical reforms of the Second Vatican Council, the single eucharistic prayer used universally in the Latin Mass was 
called the Roman Canon. Now that there are four eucharistic prayers in general use, they are usually referred to 
as Eucharistic Prayer I, II, III or IV, but they may also be called canons. The first of these is still called the Roman 
Canon because it is nearly identical to the original Roman Canon. (3) Canon is another name for a law in the 
Code of Canon Law. Adj. canonical. See also canon law.

canon law. A code of ecclesiastical laws governing the Catholic Church. In the Latin or Western Church, the gov-
erning code is the 1983 Code of Canon Law, a revision of the 1917 Code of Canon Law. A separate but parallel 
Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, issued in 1990, governs the Eastern Catholic churches. That document 
was the first comprehensive code of church law governing all Eastern Catholic churches.

cardinal. Highest-ranking Catholic clergy below the pope. By church law cardinals are regarded as the pope’s 
closest advisors, and when a pope dies those who are not yet 80 years old meet in a conclave in Rome to elect a 
new pope. Most cardinals are archbishops; canon law since 1983 says they must at least be bishops, but excep-
tions have been made in several cases where a noted priest-theologian over the age of 80 has been named a cardi-
nal to honor his theological contributions to the church. See College of Cardinals.

celibacy. Refers to a decision to live chastely in the unmarried state. At ordination, a diocesan priest or unmar-
ried deacon in the Latin rite Catholic Church makes a promise of celibacy. The promise should not be called a 
“vow.” Adj. celibate. See chastity.

chancellor. The chief archivist of a diocese’s official records. Also a notary and secretary of the diocesan curia, 
or central administration; he or she may have a variety of other duties as well. It is the highest diocesan position 
open to women.

chastity. In its general sense chastity does not mean abstinence from sexual activity as such, but rather moral 
sexual conduct. Marital chastity means faithfulness to one’s spouse and moral conduct in marital relations. The 
religious vow of chastity taken by brothers, sisters and priests in religious orders is a religious promise to God 
to live the virtue of chastity by not marrying and by abstaining from sexual activity. When diocesan priests and 
unmarried deacons make a promise of celibacy, they are not taking religious vows; their commitment to live 
chastely in an unmarried state should be described as a promise, not a vow. See celibacy.

church. Apart from its obvious use to refer to a building where Christians gather to worship God, church has a 
rich theological and doctrinal meaning for Catholics that also sets limits on how it is applied. The local or par-
ticular church means the (arch)diocese, the community of faithful gathered around the altar under its bishop. 
Each particular church has all the necessary means of salvation according to Catholic teaching—that is, fidel-
ity to apostolic teaching, assured by ordained ministry in apostolic succession; the seven sacraments accept-
ed throughout Christianity before the Reformation; and all the communal means to holiness that God grants 
through his graces. The universal church—the meaning of catholic church, lowercased—is the communion of 
all those particular churches spread throughout the world who are in union with the bishop of Rome and who 
share in fidelity to apostolic teaching and discipleship to Christ. Catholics also recognize the mainline Orthodox 
churches as churches; and until the recent ordination of women in several Old Catholic churches of the Union of 
Utrecht, the Catholic Church had recognized Union of Utrecht churches as churches. Christian churches which 
share partially in the historic apostolic communities of Christian discipleship, but which in the Catholic Church’s 
perspective do not have the fullness of apostolic succession in their bishops or ordained ministry, are called ec-



clesial communions, rather than churches. This position, strongly affirmed by the world’s Catholic bishops at the 
Second Vatican Council and reaffirmed in numerous church documents since then, remains a topic of consider-
able disagreement in ecumenical dialogues. In Catholic teaching the church embraces all its members—not only 
those still living on earth, but also those in heaven or purgatory. The ancient teaching that outside the church 
there is no salvation (extra ecclesiam nulla salus) has been officially nuanced in church teaching to include many 
who do not explicitly embrace the church and all its teachings, or even many who join no Christian religion. The 
teaching affirms the central role and responsibility of the church to reach out to all people with the Gospel mes-
sage while acknowledging that those who have not been apprised or convinced of that message may still be saved 
if they live upright lives in accord with their own convictions and understanding of God.

clergy. In Catholic usage, a collective term referring to all those ordained—bishops, priests and deacons—who 
administer the rites of the church. Adj. clerical.

coadjutor. A bishop appointed to a Catholic diocese or archdiocese to assist the diocesan bishop. Unlike an aux-
iliary bishop—see auxiliary bishop—he has the right of succession, meaning that he automatically becomes the 
new bishop when the diocesan bishop retires or dies. By canon law, he is also vicar general of the diocese. If the 
diocese is an archdiocese, he is called coadjutor archbishop instead of coadjutor bishop. In recent years a growing 
number of U.S. bishops in larger dioceses or archdioceses have requested and received a coadjutor in the final 
year or two before their retirement, in order to familiarize their successor with the workings of the (arch)diocese 
before he has to take over the reins.

College of Cardinals. A group of men chosen by the pope as his chief advisers. Most are heads of major dioceses 
around the world or of the major departments of the Vatican, or are retired from such posts. In the interregnum 
following the death of the pope, the College of Cardinals administers the church, and those under the age of 80 
meet in a conclave to elect a new pope.

collegiality. The shared responsibility and authority that the whole college of bishops, headed by the pope, has for 
the teaching, sanctification and government of the church.

conclave. The gathering of the world’s Catholic cardinals, after the death of a pope, to elect a new pope. Only 
cardinals under the age of 80 are allowed into a conclave under current church rules.

congregation. (1) A term used for some Vatican departments that are responsible for important areas of church 
life, such as worship and sacraments, the clergy, and saints’ causes. (2) The proper legal term for some institutes 
of men or women religious, all of which are commonly called religious orders. The difference between a religious 
congregation and a religious order is technical and rarely of significance in news reporting. (3) Any gathering of 
Christians for worship.

consistory. A meeting of cardinals in Rome. It can be an ordinary consistory, attended only by cardinals in Rome 
at the time of the meeting, or an extraordinary consistory, to which all cardinals around the world are sum-
moned.

curia. The personnel and offices through which (1) the pope administers the affairs of the universal church (the 
Roman Curia), or (2) a bishop administers the affairs of a diocese (the diocesan curia). The principal officials of a 
diocesan curia are the vicar general, the chancellor, officials of the diocesan tribunal or court, examiners, consul-
tors, auditors and notaries. When referring to the Roman Curia, Roman Curia and Curia used alone are usually 
capitalized (like Senate when referring to the U.S. Senate), but curia is not capitalized in reference to a diocesan 
curia unless it is part of a full proper name.



deacon, diaconate. In the Catholic Church, the diaconate is the first of three ranks in ordained ministry. Dea-
cons preparing for the priesthood are transitional deacons. Those not planning to be ordained priests are called 
permanent deacons. Married men may be ordained permanent deacons, but only unmarried men committed to 
lifelong celibacy can be ordained deacons if they are planning to become priests. Adj. diaconal.
defrocking. See laicization.

delict. The church term for a crime. Church crimes are spelled out in the Code of Canon Law for the Latin rite 
and in the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches for Eastern Catholic churches.
diaconate. See deacon, diaconate.

dicastery. A church term for one of the major departments of the Roman Curia—the Secretariat of State, Vatican 
congregations, tribunals, pontifical councils and a few other departments. The term does not appear with this 
definition in most English dictionaries, which is part of the reason it is listed here. It ordinarily does not come 
into play in news coverage of the Vatican, but it may do so in certain limited contexts. Generally, it is more ap-
propriate to refer to a Vatican dicastery by its more specific proper name: congregation, pontifical council, etc.
diocesan bishop. A bishop who heads a diocese. He may be assisted by auxiliary bishops or a coadjutor bishop 
(see auxiliary bishop and coadjutor). Also sometimes referred to as a residential bishop.

diocesan curia. The personnel and offices assisting the bishop in directing the pastoral activity, administration 
and exercise of judicial power of a diocese.

diocese. A particular church; the ordinary territorial division of the church headed by a bishop. The chief diocese 
of a group of dioceses is called an archdiocese; see that entry. Adj. diocesan.

Eastern Catholic Churches. The Catholic Churches with origins in Eastern Europe, Asia and Africa that have their 
own distinctive liturgical, legal and organizational systems and are identified by the national or ethnic character 
of their region of origin. Each is considered fully equal to the Latin tradition within the church. In the Unit-
ed States there are 15 Eastern Church dioceses and two Eastern Church archdioceses. In addition, there is one 
non-territorial Eastern Church apostolate in the United States whose bishop is a member of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops. See archeparchy and eparchy.

eparchy. Eastern Catholic equivalent to a diocese in the Latin Church. It is under the pastoral care of an eparch 
(bishop). Unless some legal distinction between a Latin rite diocese and an Eastern Church eparchy is relevant to 
a news report, in most cases it is appropriate to refer to an eparchy as a diocese and to its leader as a bishop. Adj. 
eparchial. See archeparchy.

episcopal. Refers to a bishop or groups of bishops, or to the form of church governance in which ordained bish-
ops have authority.

episcopal vicar. A priest or auxiliary bishop who assists the diocesan bishop in a specific part of the diocese, over 
certain groups in the diocese, or over certain areas of church affairs. Some large dioceses, for example, are divid-
ed geographically into several vicariates or regions, with an episcopal vicar for each; some dioceses have episco-
pal vicars for clergy or religious or for Catholics of certain racial or ethnic groups. See vicar general.

excommunication. A penalty or censure by which a baptized Catholic is excluded from the communion of the 
faithful for committing and remaining obstinate in certain serious offenses specified in canon law. Even though 
excommunicated, the person is still responsible for fulfillment of the normal obligations of a Catholic.

faculty. Church authorization, given by the law itself or by a church superior, to perform certain official church 



acts. In some rare cases a member of the clergy will be denied certain faculties, such as hearing confessions or 
preaching during the liturgy, because of public positions taken that are not in accord with church teaching.

finance council. A diocesan body mandated by the Code of Canon Law that is charged with preparing the annual 
diocesan budget and annually reviewing diocesan expenses and revenues. The finance council must be consulted 
for financial transactions of a given dollar level undertaken by the bishop and must give its consent to transac-
tions at another dollar threshold. The threshold amounts are established periodically by an agreement with the 
Holy See and are currently subject to annual inflation changes determined by the cost of living index.

hierarchy. In Catholic usage, the term is used most commonly to refer collectively to the bishops of the world or 
a particular region. In technical uses, however, it may refer to all those who are ordained: deacons and priests as 
well as bishops. In the canon law of the Eastern Catholic Churches, hierarchs is a term regularly used to describe 
the bishops of a church when describing their collective authority or function.

Holy See. The primary official term of reference for the Diocese of Rome, as the chief diocese of Catholic Chris-
tendom; used to refer to the pope and the Roman Curia—congregations, tribunals, and various other offices—in 
their role of authority over and service to the Catholic Church around the world. In most news uses, Vatican is 
synonymous with Holy See: A Holy See representative is a Vatican representative, a congregation of the Holy See 
is a Vatican congregation, etc.

laicization. The process by which a priest is returned to the lay state. It is sometimes used as a penalty for a 
serious crime or scandal, but more often it comes at the request of the priest. A laicized priest is barred from all 
priestly ministry with one exception: He may give absolution to someone in immediate danger of death. The 
pope must approve all requests for laicization. When a priest is laicized without his consent, for a crime such 
as living in concubinage, committing child sexual abuse or using the confessional to solicit sex, it is sometimes 
called defrocking or unfrocking. Those terms, which are not used in church law, should be restricted to forcible 
laicizations, since they connote a penalty.

laity/lay. In canon law, anyone not ordained a deacon, priest or bishop is a layperson. In this legal sense women 
religious (sisters) and unordained men religious (brothers) are laity. In the documents of the Second Vatican 
Council, however, the laity are those who are neither ordained nor members of a religious order. The Vatican II 
sense is the one usually intended in most discussions of laypeople and their role in the church.

lay ecclesial ministry. Not a specific job title, but a general theological description of the work of Catholics who 
are not ordained but are engaged in substantial public leadership positions in church ministry, collaborating 
closely with the ordained leadership and working under their authority. In the United States well over 30,000 
such lay ministers—an average of more than 1.6 per parish nationwide—are employed by Catholic parishes in 
full- or part-time positions of more than 20 hours a week. Among those who are in paid posts, about 40% are 
coordinators of religious education. Their other key ministries include general pastoral associate, youth minister, 
music minister, and liturgical planner or coordinator. Tens of thousands of other Catholics engage in volunteer 
lay ministry in U.S. parishes as catechists; as readers, altar servers, music leaders or other liturgical ministers; as 
social justice ministers; or in a variety of other health, charity, service or church-related ministries. Ecclesial is 
reserved to those who are in church-recognized leadership positions, generally certified to represent the church 
in their area of expertise after appropriate human, spiritual, intellectual and pastoral formation. In a 2005 docu-
ment, Co-Workers in the Vineyard of the Lord, the U.S. bishops encouraged the growth of lay ecclesial ministry 
and set out general guidelines for the formation and the recognition or certification of such ministers.
liturgy. The general term for all the church’s official acts of worship. It includes the Mass (also called the Eucha-
ristic liturgy), the celebration of the other sacraments, and the Liturgy of the Hours, which contains the official 
prayers recited by priests and some others to sanctify parts of the day. See Mass, sacraments and vespers.



Mass. The central act of worship in the Catholic Church. In most Eastern Catholic churches the Mass is called 
the Divine Liturgy. The Mass is divided into two main parts. The Liturgy of the Word includes Scripture readings 
and a homily and ends with the general intercessions. The Liturgy of the Eucharist begins with the offering of the 
gifts, followed by consecration of the bread and wine and the reception of Communion. Catholics believe that in 
the consecration the bread and wine truly become the body and blood of Christ.

metropolitan. A metropolitan see is an archdiocese that is the chief diocese of an ecclesiastical province. The 
archbishop who heads that province is called the metropolitan, but usually only in contexts referring to him in 
his capacity as head of the province. See province.

ministry. A broad term in Catholic usage for any activity conducive to the salvation of souls. It can include 
ordained ministry such as liturgical leadership and administration of the sacraments, or lay ministry such as in-
structing children in the faith, serving the poor, visiting the sick, or being an altar server, reader or music leader 
at Mass. See lay ecclesial ministry.

monsignor. An honorary ecclesiastical title granted by the pope to some diocesan priests. Priests in religious 
orders or congregations never receive the title of monsignor. In English the standard abbreviation as a title before 
the name is Msgr. American publications vary in whether they use the abbreviation or the full word before the 
name in news reporting. In covering the church internationally, however, it is also important to realize that the 
Catholic Church and news agencies in many other nations use Msgr. or Mgr. as the religious title before the 
name of bishops and archbishops, not just before the name of priests who have received that honorary ecclesias-
tical title from the pope. Check on the Web or in other resources to determine whether the man in question is a 
bishop or just a priest who has an honorary title from the pope.

nun. (1) Strictly speaking, a member of a religious order of women with solemn vows. (2) In general, all women 
religious, even those in simple vows, who are more properly called sisters. Whether a woman religious is a nun 
or sister in a strict canonical sense, in news reporting it is appropriate to use the term Sister as the religious title 
before her name.

ordinary. A diocesan bishop or his equivalent, his vicar general and episcopal vicar, or a major superior of a 
clerical religious order, congregation or society. It refers to someone with ordinary authority in church law over a 
group of clergy, over certain pastoral concerns in a specific geographical area or over the members of a religious 
order. The term ordinary was formerly restricted to diocesan bishops and major superiors of religious orders, but 
it was expanded in the 1983 Code of Canon Law to include vicars general and episcopal vicars. It is not uncom-
mon for bishops and other church officials schooled in the previous canon law code to use the term ordinary 
mistakenly to refer only to diocesan bishops or major superiors of men religious. If a church official uses the 
term in this more restricted former use, it is wise to question him or her on what he or she means by the term.

papal nuncio. See apostolic nuncio.

parish. A specific community of the Christian faithful within a diocese, having its own church building, under 
the authority of a pastor who is responsible for providing ministerial service. Most parishes are formed on a geo-
graphic basis, but they may be formed along national or ethnic lines.

pastor. A priest in charge of a Catholic parish or congregation. He is responsible for administering the sacra-
ments, instructing the congregation in the doctrine of the church, and providing other services to the people of 
the parish. Pastor is not ordinarily used as a title before the name of a Catholic priest: He is Father John Smith or 
Msgr. John Smith or the Rev. John Smith, depending on your publication’s style manual.



pastoral council. A parish or (arch)diocesan body that the pastor or (arch)bishop consults concerning policies 
and major decisions in the governance of the local church. Such a council’s role is consultative and always subject 
to the final authority of the pastor or bishop.

presbyteral council. Also known as the priests’ council, this is the principal consultative body mandated by the 
Code of Canon Law to advise the diocesan bishop in matters of pastoral governance. It consists of bishops and 
priests serving the diocese.

presbyterate. May be a synonym for priesthood or may refer to the collective body of priests of a diocese or simi-
lar ecclesiastical jurisdiction.

province. (1) A grouping of an archdiocese, called the metropolitan see, and the dioceses under it, called suffra-
gan sees. The Code of Canon Law spells out certain limited obligations and authority that the metropolitan arch-
bishop has with respect to the dioceses within his province. (2) A grouping of communities of a religious order 
under the jurisdiction of a provincial superior.

religious priest/diocesan priest. Religious priests are professed members of a religious order or institute. Religious 
clergy live according to the rule of their respective orders. In pastoral ministry, they are under the jurisdiction of 
their local bishop, as well as of the superiors of their order. Diocesan, or secular, priests are under the direction 
of their local bishop. Most serve in the parishes of the diocese, but they may also be assigned to other diocesan 
posts and ministries or be released for service outside the diocese.

religious titles before names. Of course you will follow your own publication’s style manual for use of religious 
titles before names. But in general, Catholics refer to nuns as Sister, religious brothers as Brother and priests as 
Father, and those religious titles take precedence over whatever job titles they might hold, such as pastor, chan-
cellor, vicar general, associate pastor, executive director. The other chief religious titles for clerics are Msgr., Bish-
op, Archbishop, Cardinal, Pope and, for the head of a male monastic community, Abbot. For many members of 
religious orders, the short version of their order’s name may precede the religious title: Mercy Sister Mary Smith, 
Jesuit Father John Smith, Benedictine Brother Peter Smith. In certain cases it may be better to use an appositive 
phrase or some other approach: Sister Janet Smith, a School Sister of Notre Dame, rather than School Sister of 
Notre Dame Sister Janet Smith.

sacraments. Catholics, like Orthodox Christians, believe that there are seven sacraments: baptism, confirmation, 
Eucharist, penance, matrimony, holy orders and the anointing of the sick. The first three are also called the sacra-
ments of Christian initiation, and in the Eastern Catholic and Orthodox traditions they are administered togeth-
er in infancy. In the Latin rite Church baptism is administered to infants, but the first reception of the Eucharist 
(first Communion) and confirmation are typically delayed until the child has reached the use of reason, generally 
regarded as about the age of seven. Eastern Catholics and Orthodox usually refer to confirmation as chrismation. 
Penance is also called the sacrament of reconciliation. The anointing of the sick used to be called extreme unc-
tion when it was only given to those gravely ill or in danger of death. Now it can be administered to anyone who 
is seriously or chronically ill.

see. Another name for a diocese or archdiocese. It appears in such phrases as Holy See, titular see, metropolitan 
see, suffragan see, see city. The see city is that city after which the diocese or archdiocese is named. See Holy See, 
metropolitan, province and titular see.

seminary. An educational institution for men preparing for the priesthood.
sister. In popular speech, any woman religious. Strictly, the title applies to women religious of those institutes, 
mostly formed during or since the 19th century, whose members do not profess solemn vows. See nun.



superior. The head of a religious order or congregation. He or she may be the head of a province or of an individ-
ual house.

suspension. Church penalty under which a priest, while retaining his clerical status, is no longer permitted to 
perform priestly functions such as celebrating Mass, preaching or administering the sacraments.

titular see. If a bishop does not have his own diocese, he is given a titular see: that is, a place that once was the 
seat of a diocese but no longer is. Auxiliary bishops and bishops in Vatican service are examples of those given 
titular sees. Many titular sees are ancient cities of the Middle East or Northern Africa. But there are some titular 
sees in the United States as well, such as Bardstown, Ky. (original seat of what is now the Archdiocese of Louis-
ville), or Jamestown, N.D. (now in the Diocese of Fargo). The Annuario Pontificio devotes more than 200 pages 
to the listing of titular sees, where it gives basic biographical information about the bishops who hold them.

tribunal. A tribunal (court) is the name given to the person or persons who exercise the church’s judicial powers. 
Each diocese has a diocesan tribunal, used mainly to hear marriage cases. Each archdiocese has an archdiocesan 
tribunal—a court of first trial—and a metropolitan tribunal, an appeals court that reviews decisions of diocesan 
courts in that ecclesiastical province when necessary. (The Catholic Church in Canada has a slightly different sys-
tem, with regional instead of metropolitan appeals courts.)

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). The national membership organization of the Catholic 
bishops of the United States, through which they act collegially on pastoral, liturgical and public policy matters 
affecting the Catholic Church in the United States. Episcopal conferences were recommended by the Second 
Vatican Council and have duties enumerated in the 1983 Code of Canon Law and the 1998 apostolic letter Apos-
tolos Suos. The USCCB traces its origins to the 1919 establishment of the National Catholic Welfare Conference. 
In 1966, the conference was reorganized as the canonical entity known as the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops and its twin civil corporation known as the U.S. Catholic Conference. Another reorganization in 2001 
resulted in the USCCB.

vespers. Also called evening prayer, vespers is part of the Liturgy of the Hours, the series of psalms, prayers and 
readings for different parts of the day that Catholic priests and deacons are obligated to pray daily. Often a new 
bishop will present his letter of appointment to the priests of the diocese during a vespers service at the cathe-
dral.

vicar general. A priest, auxiliary bishop or coadjutor bishop who assists the diocesan bishop in the governance of 
the entire diocese.

vow. A promise made to God with sufficient knowledge and freedom. Its purpose must be a moral good that, 
with God’s grace, can be achieved. The promises spouses make to each other when they marry are vows. Men 
and women entering religious life take vows, typically of poverty, chastity and obedience. Celibacy is not a vow; 
it should be described as a promise.

*courtesy of United States Conference of Catholic Bishops


