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                      Reconciliation ever Sat 10-11a 
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                      Pastor: Msgr. Thomas A Martin 
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Reading 1                    IS 63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7  

You, LORD, are our father, our redeemer you are named forever. 
Why do you let us wander, O LORD, from your ways, and harden 
our hearts so that we fear you not? Return for the sake of your 
servants, the tribes of your heritage. Oh, that you would rend the 
heavens and come down, with the mountains quaking before 
you, while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for, 
such as they had not heard of from of old. No ear has ever heard, 
no eye ever seen, any God but you doing such deeds for those 
who wait for him. Would that you might meet us doing right, that 
we were mindful of you in our ways! Behold, you are angry, and 
we are sinful; all of us have become like unclean people, all our 
good deeds are like polluted rags; we have all withered like 
eaves, and our guilt carries us away like the wind. There is none 
who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to cling to you; 
for you have hidden your face from us and have delivered us up 
to our guilt. Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the clay and 
you the potter: we are all the work of your hands. . 
Reading 2                              1 COR 1:3-9 
 Brothers and sisters: Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came 
through man, the resurrection of the dead came also through 
man. For just as in Adam all dBrothers and sisters: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I give thanks to my God always on your account for the grace of 
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God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, that in him you were enriched 
in every way, with all discourse and all knowledge, as the testimony 
to Christ was confirmed among you, so that you are not lacking in 
any spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He will keep you firm to the end, irreproachable on the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, and by him you were called to 
fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.ie, so too in Christ 
shall all be brought to life, but each one in proper order: Christ the 
firstfruits; then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ; then 
comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to his God and 
Father, when he has destroyed every sovereignty and every  
authority and power.  For he must reign until he has put all his  
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
When everything is subjected to him, then the Son himself will also 
be subjected to the one who subjected everything to him, so that 

God may be all in all.  

Gospel                                    MK 13:33-37  
Jesus said to his disciples: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know 
when the time will come. It is like a man traveling abroad. He leaves 
home and places his servants in charge, each with his own work, 
and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. Watch, therefore; 
you do not know when the Lord of the house is coming, whether in 
the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning. 
May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. What I say to you, 

I say to all: „Watch!‟”  

 

BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL READING 

Today we begin the season of Advent, which marks the start of a new liturgical year for the Church. The readings for Sunday Mass are arranged on a 
three-year cycle. Each year features a different Gospel—Matthew, Mark, or Luke. Readings from the Gospel of John are interspersed throughout all 
three years. With this year‟s first Sunday of Advent, we begin Cycle B of the Lectionary, which focuses our attention on the Gospel of Mark. This week 
and next week, our readings from Mark‟s Gospel present two important Advent themes: the Lord‟s return at the end of time and John the Baptist‟s 

preparation for Jesus. 

Today‟s Gospel is taken from the end of Mark‟s Gospel, the chapter that immediately precedes Mark‟s account of Jesus‟ Passion. Having been  
questioned repeatedly by the scribes and the Pharisees, Jesus is now questioned by his disciples—Peter, James, John, and Andrew—who want  

details about his prediction of the destruction of the Temple. Jesus answers with many warnings about the difficulties that the disciples will face. 

Today‟s passage comes at the conclusion of Jesus‟ warnings to his disciples. Jesus emphasizes the need for watchfulness. The Son of Man will come 

without warning; only the Father knows the exact hour. The disciples must not be caught unprepared when this time comes. 

Scholars believe that Mark‟s Gospel was written around the time of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70. Mark‟s audience consisted 
of Christians who were living in difficult social and political times, times of conflict. They were likely beginning to face persecution as followers of Jesus. 
In this difficult time, it helped to recall that Jesus had foretold of such difficulties. Early Christian communities took courage from Jesus‟ warning to  

remain alert and watchful, and they found in his words a way to persevere through suffering. 

Today‟s Gospel reminds us that Advent is about more than our preparation for the Church‟s celebration of Christ‟s birth at Christmas. Advent is also 
about preparing ourselves for Christ‟s return in glory at the end of time. Like the disciples and the faithful in Mark‟s community, we must also stay alert 

and watchful. Our faithfulness to God, through the good times as well as the difficult times, shows us to be ready for the coming of the Son of Man. 
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 PLEASE PRAY FOR:  Jody Cunningham,  Fr. Frances Faracl,  

Judy Hansford,  Gina Hygema,  Betty Lowe, Jennifer Stocki ,  
Leo Swiat. To add names here email bulletin@stmartinvicksburg.org  

or call the church office at 649-1629. 

INSIDE OUR PARISH  

                               YOUTH MINISTER:  
                  Shannon Sheets 269-649-1629 ext 1001;  
  ym@stmartinvicksburg.org 
Though we will not be meeting in person, please email Shannon 
to be included on the email list to join us virtually! 

-- Wed, Dec 2 @ 6:30 -- Middle school game night via Zoom 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Tim McNamara 269-649-1629 ext 1003  

dre@stmartinvicksburg.org 

         FOR IMMEDIATE AND CONFIDENTIAL PRAYERS  

   please call our parish prayer line at 269-303-8016 or email 

deena.christine@yahoo.com 

         WORD OF LIFE 
“Having received the gift of the Gospel of Life, we are the people of life and a  

people for life. It is our duty to proclaim the Gospel of Life to the world. To proclaim 
Jesus is to proclaim life itself. Gratitude and joy at the incomparable dignity of the 
human person impel us to bring the Gospel of life to the hearts of all people and 

make it penetrate every part of society.” 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities “The Gospel of Life: A Brief Summary” 

respectlife.org/gospel-of-life-summary  

            Notice of Non-Discriminatory Policy  

                                 As To Students   
The Schools of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo admit students of any 
race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and 
activities generally accorded or made available to students at the schools. The 
Schools of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo do not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of education  
policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, athletic and other 
school-administered programs and activities, employment policies or contractual 

agreements.  

HOLIDAY BULLETIN DEADLINES  
week print week print 
12/13 12/3 12/27 12/17 
12/20 12/10 01/03 12/23 
Email bulletin@stmartinvicksburg.org.  Announcement requests are due before 
the print date.  

HELP OUR ELDERS. In good times and bad, senior Catholic sisters, brothers, 
and religious order priests have dedicated themselves to service and acts of 
mercy. Today, they pray for an aching world. Yet years of serving for little or no 
pay have left their religious communities without enough retirement savings. Your 
gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps provide medications, nursing care, 

and other necessities. Please be generous.  

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

       MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK 
 November 28       5:30p   †Tom Kelley 
 November 29       8:00a     For the people of St. Martin 
                           11:00a    †Most Reverend James A Murray 
 December 02      9:00a    †Most Reverend James A Murray 

 December 04       9:00a   †Tony Sokolowski 
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TO ALL PARISHIONERS! You are all invited to sign up for an 

online Financial Seminar. KofC Council 13305 is pleased to invite 
everyone from the parish to attend a Seminar sponsored by The 
Knights of Columbus. This is an online Statewide Seminar  
Fraternal Benefit Event @ 7 PM on 12/02/2020 entitled: Don't 
Worry, Retire Happy.  It is Featuring Award-Winning Author & 
Speaker Tom Hegna, CLU, ChFC, CASL.  Are you thinking about  
retirement?  Tom Hegna will be joining insurance agents from The 
Borrelli, Huard & Wesley Agencies to present this free webinar for 
members & our guests (you).  Whether you are a late starter with 
your retirement planning or you have significant savings, this 
presentation outlines how to make the most from the least with the 
smallest amount of risk.  There is no admission fee, but you must 
register to attend.  The online registration Link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_LdTlJOZLQRWerlCJ72G1rA 

    GK Gary Klein/KRK 

                      First Sunday of Advent 
           Jesus said to his disciples “Be watchful! Be alert!”  
                                  Mark 13:33 
Topic: Going Forward & Combatting Racism 
Go to www.diokzoo.org/racism 
USCCB Combatting Racism, Parish & Educational  
Resources; Videos, Practical Steps for Eradicating  
Racism; How Can Catholics Help Lead the Fight 
Against Racism?  
Reflection/Discussion: How has your understanding of 
racism changed during Black Catholic History Month? 
Name 3 things you learned about yourself regarding 
racism. What are 2 steps you can take to combat racism 
in your life? As we move into the new Church year, 
how can you help raise awareness of racism in your 
parish & begin to make a difference? As Jesus said:  
“Be Watchful! Be alert!” 

Lord Jesus, give us eyes to see, ears to hear, & 
hearts to love all, especially our brothers & sisters 

we used to ignore or disregard. Open wide our 
hearts. Amen 
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WVAV 91.5 FM

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

H&H FEED & 
GRAIN, INC
Ryan & Reagan Hunter, Owners

(269) 649-0764
14093 Portage Rd. • Vicksburg

GREG HART
Owner

2070 VW Avenue
Vicksburg, MI 49097 Diner: 269-649-2431

MANEIKIS ELECTRIC
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL &

INDUSTRIAL WIRING

710 HAMILTON • VICKSBURG
Sue & Dave Maneikis - Parishioners

649-1929
Since 1942

FRED’S PHARMACY
Know your medication, know your pharmacist.

Fred & Jo Dee Nelson

649-0660
121 W. Prairie • Vicksburg

278-2355
808 W. Michigan • Three Rivers

Tom &

Willmeng
 Maryann Over 77 Years

of Quality Mechanical
Contracting Services

TEL: 269 388-2045

7910 SPRINKLE RD.
www.DandAAuto.com • 323-1349

The Pienta Family, St. Monica Parishioners

Auto Body & Collision Center

FREE LoaNER CaRS

AMY K. MILLER
PRESIDENT

NMLS #140011

NMLS #140014

(269) 649-1371
104 S. Michigan Ave.
amymil@Classicmor.com

Mortgage Corporation

D.L. Gallivan
Office Solutions

Jim Gaugier, President
jimgaugier@dlgallivan.com
1424 West Centre Street
Portage, MI 49024

KALAMAZOO (269) 349-1581
BATTLE CREEK (269) 964-0065

TOLL FREE (800) 886-1581
FAX (269) 349-2317www.copykalamazoo.com

Large 

groups 

WeLcome
10% Off Food

(Vicksburg Location only)  Must Present this CouPon

208 E. Prairie • 649-5903
www.MainStPub.com

Kids Eat Free All Day • Sunday and Monday

Janine & Randy Hughey
Parishioners

12840 Sprinkle Road, Vicksburg
Call Randy 

269-744-0381
www.hugheyrealtors.net

602 West Prairie Street
Vicksburg, MI 49097 269-649-1495

www.vicksburgfamilydentistry.com

Aaron C. Ford, DDS

TRY YOUR HARDEST
DO YOUR BEST
LET THE LORD

TAKE CARE OF THE REST

Vicksburg • 269-649-1697
Steve & Jenny McCowen
Owners • Parishioners

Catholic Funeral Director On StaffSimple Cremation: $1500
Simple Burial: $4850

St. Martin of Tours
Council 13305

5845 East W. Ave.
P.O. Box 264

Vicksburg, MI
Meetings are held

on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday
of each month.
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