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                      Reconciliation ever Sat 10-11a 
                       Office Hours: Mon—Fri 9a-4p 
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                      Pastor: Msgr. Thomas A Martin 
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Reading 1      IS 40:1-5, 9-11  

Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her service is at an end, her guilt is 
expiated; indeed, she has received from the hand of the LORD double 
for all her sins. A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the 
LORD! Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God! Every 
valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill shall be made low; the 
rugged land shall be made a plain, the rough country, a broad valley. 
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. Go up on to a high 
mountain, Zion, herald of glad tidings; cry out at the top of your voice, 
Jerusalem, herald of good news! Fear not to cry out and say to the  
cities of Judah: Here is your God! Here comes with power the Lord  
GOD, who rules by his strong arm; here is his reward with him, his  
recompense before him. Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms 
he gathers the lambs, carrying them in his bosom, and leading the ewes 
with care. 

Reading 2                  2 PT 3:8-14 
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years and a thousand years like one day. The Lord does not 
delay his promise, as some regard “delay,” but he is patient with you, 
not wishing that any should perish but that all should come to  
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a mighty roar and the elements will be 
dissolved by fire, and the earth and everything done on it will be found 
out. Since everything is to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons 
ought you to be, conducting yourselves in holiness and devotion,  
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waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which 
the heavens will be dissolved in flames and the elements melted by fire. 
But according to his promise we await new heavens and a new earth in 
which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you await these 
things, be eager to be found without spot or blemish before him, at peace. 
 

GOSPEL     MK 1:1-8 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: Behold, I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you; he will prepare your way. A voice of one crying out in the 
desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” John the 
Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. People of the whole Judean countryside and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by 
him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins. John was clothed 
in camel‟s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He fed on locusts and 
wild honey. And this is what he proclaimed: “One mightier than I is coming 
after me. I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. 

I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

     BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL READING 

Today‟s Gospel is taken from the beginning of Mark. Unlike Luke and Matthew, Mark does not include any details of Jesus‟ birth. Instead Mark begins 
with the appearance of John the Baptist in the desert. On this the Second Sunday of Advent, we are invited to reflect upon the role of John the Baptist, 

who prepared the way for Jesus and the salvation that he would bring to us. 

Mark‟s description of the appearance of John the Baptist highlights John‟s continuity with the Jewish prophetic tradition. Mark combines quotations 
from the Old Testament books of Malachi, Isaiah, and Exodus. Mark‟s description of John as an ascetic, living in the desert, clothed in camel hair, and 
eating locusts and wild honey, is reminiscent of the description of the prophet Elijah found in Second Kings. The people of Judea and Jerusalem flock 
to him, listening to his message of repentance and forgiveness; they also come to him to be baptized. Mark‟s Gospel is clear, however, that John the 

Baptist‟s role is only to prepare the way for another who will come, one who is greater than John. 

Many scholars believe that the Gospels reflect the tension that likely existed between followers of John the Baptist and disciples of Jesus. Each of the 
four Evangelists report on John‟s preaching and baptizing, and they each emphasize the importance of Jesus‟ baptism by John. The four Gospels also 
explain that John was sent to preach in preparation for another. In the Gospel of Luke, the question is raised as to whether John the Baptist was  

himself the Messiah. Just as in today‟s Gospel, however, John speaks quite explicitly that the Messiah was to come after him. 

In today‟s Gospel we hear John the Baptist contrast his baptism of repentance with the baptism that Jesus will inaugurate. John says that he has  
baptized with water, but that the one who is to come will baptize with the Holy Spirit. John‟s baptism was not yet a Christian baptism, but a preparation 

for the Sacrament of Baptism through which sins are forgiven and the gift of the Holy Spirit is received. 

John the Baptist is presented to us as a model during Advent. We, too, are called upon to prepare a way for the Lord. Like John the Baptist, we are 

messengers in service to one who is greater than we are. Our Baptism commissions us to call others to life as disciples of Jesus. 



 PLEASE PRAY FOR:  Jody Cunningham,  Fr. Frances Faracl,  

Judy Hansford,  Gina Hygema,  Betty Lowe, Jennifer Stocki ,  
Leo Swiat. To add names here email bulletin@stmartinvicksburg.org  

or call the church office at 649-1629. 

INSIDE OUR PARISH  

                               YOUTH MINISTER:  
                  Shannon Sheets 269-649-1629 ext 1001;  
  ym@stmartinvicksburg.org 
Wednesday, December 9: High School Night  Please visit our 
website for more information or email Shannon to be added to 

the mailing list. 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Tim McNamara 269-649-1629 ext 1003  

dre@stmartinvicksburg.org 

         FOR IMMEDIATE AND CONFIDENTIAL PRAYERS  

   please call our parish prayer line at 269-303-8016 or email 

deena.christine@yahoo.com 

            Notice of Non-Discriminatory Policy  

                                 As To Students   
The Schools of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo admit students of any 
race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and 
activities generally accorded or made available to students at the schools. The 
Schools of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo do not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of education  
policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, athletic and other 
school-administered programs and activities, employment policies or contractual 

agreements.  

     SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE                   

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Holy day of obligation 

Dec 7 Vigil Mass at 7:00p at St. Martin  
Dec 8 Mass at 9:00a at St. Edward 

Dec 8 Mass at 7:00p at St. Martin  

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS Help our elders. In good times 

and bad, senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests have  
dedicated themselves to service and acts of mercy. Today, they pray for an  
aching world. Yet years of serving for little or no pay have left their religious  
communities without enough retirement savings. Your gift to the Retirement Fund 
for Religious helps provide medications, nursing care, and other necessities.             

   Please be generous.  

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

                      MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK 
 December 05      5:30p   †Gladys Gilding 
                   This week the Sanctuary candle burns for †Tom Kelley 
 December 06      8:00a     For the people of St. Martin 
                           11:00a    †Marge Westover 
 
      Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
December 07       7:00p    †Ed & Wilma Maneikis 
December 08       7:00p    For the People of St. Martin 
 
December 09       9:00a     †Deceased members of the Haas family 

December 11       9:00a     †Most Reverend James A Murray  
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SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

December 8, 2020 

"Hail Mary, full of grace". For thousands of years, millions of 
times per day the Virgin Mary is greeted by the faithful with the 

greeting of the Archangel. The sons of the Church learn from the 
words of the Archangel Gabriel that the fullness of the mystery of 

God‟s grace was realized in Holy Mary. St. Paul the Apostle 
teaches us that the Father made all fullness dwell in His  

Incarnate Son (c.f. Col 1:12-20), which overflows from Christ‟s 
head and spills out on His Mystical Body that is the Church.  
Before descending in Body, Christ‟s fullness was spread in a 

unique and unrepeatable way on Mary, predestined from eternity 
to be the Mother of God. 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/

day.cfm?date=2015-12-08 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

December 12, 2020 

The word awesome has lost its zing. “Webster‟s dictionary  
defines awesome as „anything that leaves you in awe and  

wonder.„ Like winning the lottery - twice,” comedian Bill Engvall 
once said. “That would be awesome. Getting a phone call from 
the IRS saying you‟ve been audited and they owe you $50,000. 
That would be awesome.” Know what else would be awesome? 
Seeing an apparition of Mary, then having her grow roses in the 
middle of winter to prove it to the archbishop, then converting 9 

million Aztecs within seven years. That would be - wait - that was 
awesome. 

https://cruxnow.com/faith/2014/12/12/four-awesome-facts-about-

our-lady-of-guadalupe/ 

                  PARISH SUPPORT  NOV 22 
Envelopes: 67      Weekly Goal:      $6,730 
Collection envelopes: $2,033  Christmas Flowers:   $70 
Mailed in envelopes:  $1,922  Heating Assistance:  $988 
On Line Giving:                 $0    

Total Collection:          $3,955 

   Scrip can be purchased in the church office M-F 9a-4p         


