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Mass Schedule: Sat 5:30p  Sun 8:00a & 11:00a  Wed & Fri 9:00a 
              Live-Stream Masses: 12/26-8:00a 01/02-9:30a  
              Reconciliation Sat 10-11a or by appointment 
                      Pastor: Msgr. Thomas A Martin 
                  Office Hours: Closed Dec 23-Jan 2 
                        

ST. MARTIN OF TOURSST. MARTIN OF TOURS  
5855 East W Avenue, PO BOX 264, Vicksburg, MI 49097  

(269) 649-1629  St. Vincent DePaul Ext 1010  
www.stmartinvicksburg.org 

 PLEASE PRAY FOR Jody Cunningham, Kassidy Evans, Karen Garcea,  
Judy Hansford, Brittany Molodovon, Maureen Simms ,Jennifer Stocki, 
Leo Swiat & Aiden Woodard. To add names email 

bulltin@stmartinvicksburg.org or call the office at 649-1629. 

 FOR IMMEDIATE & CONFIDENTIAL PRAYERS  Email 

deena.christine@yahoo.com or call our parish prayer line at 269-303-8016 . 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO DECORATED THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS 
We are very fortunate to have such gifted volunteers.  
              ADORATION AND BENEDICTION   
    First Wednesday’s at St. Edward   
     Third Wednesday’s at St. Martin. 
        Join us from 6:30p to 7:30p  
          January 5 at St. Edward’s  
           A great opportunity to nurture your relationship with God! 
NEXT FARMER’S BREAKFAST WILL BE ON JAN 9 FROM 9:00A-1:00P. 

           MASS INTENTIONS & SCHEDULE 
Dec 25   8:00a   Mass  For the people of St. Martin 
  9:30a   Mass at St. Edward 
Dec 26   8:00a   Mass  For the people of St. Martin 
  No Religious Ed or Adult Study 
Dec 26  11:00a   Mass    †Dan Doherty  
                      by Tom, Kay & Kevin Doherty  
Dec 28    7:00p    Knights of Columbus 
Dec 29    9:00a   Mass †Elizabeth Sehy 
      by Roger & Susie VanderBeek 
Dec 30  No RCIA 
Dec 31    9:00a   Mass   †Deceased members of the 
                  Haas Family by Janet & Barb Haas 
 
  SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
Dec 31    4:00p  Mass at St. Edward 
Jan  01    9:00a  Mass at St. Martin 
                5:30p   Mass   For the people of St. Martin 
Jan  02    8:00a   Mass  †Bill Brumlieve  
  by Ron & Jan Gingerich and family 
Jan 02 11:00a   Mass  †Elizabeth Sehy  

   by Mike & Deena Anderson 

 

LECTOR/USHER SCHEDULE FOR NEXT WEEK 

Jan 01   9:00a Lector: need a volunteer 
 Ushers: Joe R, need 3 more volunteers 
Jan 01   5:30p Lector: need a volunteer 
  Ushers: need 4 volunteers  
Jan 02   8:00a Lector: need a volunteer 
Ushers: Joe R, need 3 more volunteers 
Jan 02  11:00a Lector: need a volunteer 

Ushers: need 4 volunteers 

    DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND YOUTH MINISTER 
                      Tim McNamara 269-649-1629 ext 1003   
                                    dre@stmartinvicksburg.org  
 
A HUGE THANK YOU TO SHANNON SHEETS AS WE SAY GOODBYE,  
sending her off with blessings to her and her family and soon to arrive  
baby.  We are so grateful for the many wonderful memories you have left 
with St. Martin’s. God Bless.    
 

With the arrival of our fourth baby this January, I will be leaving my role 
here as coordinator of youth ministry to devote my time to my family. 
Though I'm incredibly excited for our newest blessing, I am saddened to 
leave the youth and all those who have supported us. I thank you all for 
your kindness, support, generosity, and prayers during my time here and 

will keep you all in my prayers.   

With love and gratitute,  

Shannon 

THE WONDERFUL NEWS, though, is that Tim McNamara will be the new  
coordinator of youth ministry! The first meeting of the year for anyone who 
is currently involved or wants to get involved with youth group will 
be Wednesday, January 5 from 6:00-7:30. Meet in the youth center. 
 
WELCOME BACK TIM WE ARE SO EXCITED FOR YOUR RETURN! 

Word of Life  “Like every other human family, the Holy 
Family had to confront real and concrete challenges. 
Yet, ‘in every situation, Joseph declared his own  
“fiat’’. His ‘yes’ to the Lord meant that regardless of the 
hardship and personal sacrifice to himself, he  
consistently chose to put the needs of Mary and Jesus 
before his own. Joseph’s devotion helps reveal to us our 
own call to show special care for the lives of those whom 

God has entrusted to us.”  

        PARISH SUPPORT DECEMBER 12, 2021 
                Envelopes 76        On Line Giving $0   
Collection envelopes  $4,470           
Mailed in envelopes   $1,292 
        Total Collection  $5,762        Weekly Goal  $6,730 
Immaculate Conception $2,707.50 
Religious Retirement     $1,987.00 
World Mission Sunday   $1,942.00                                
Purchase Scrip Mon.-Fri. 9a-4p in the church office 
or in the narthex after all Masses.  
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SPONSOR OF THE WEEK: WILLLMENG FAMILY  Our bulletin is brought to us free of charge thanks to the generous support of our 

advertisers.  Please continue your patronage of our advertisers. 

HONORING THE HOLY FAMILY 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 

He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her heart.  And Jesus 

advanced in wisdom and age and favor before God and man.  Luke 2:51–52  

On this, the Sunday within the Octave of Christmas, we honor the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  In honoring them, we also 
honor all families, big or small.  And in honoring all families, we honor the family of God, the Church.  But most especially, we focus in on 

the hidden, day-to-day life of the Holy Family of Nazareth. 

What was it like to live day in and day out in the household of St. Joseph?  What was it like to have Jesus for a son, Mary as a wife and 
mother, and Joseph as a father and husband?  Their home would have certainly been a sacred place and a dwelling of true peace and 

unity.  But it would have also been so much more. 

The family home of Jesus, Mary and Joseph would have been, in numerous ways, just like any other home.  They would have related 

together, talked, had fun, disagreed, worked, eaten, dealt with problems, and encountered everything else that makes up daily family life. 

Of course, the virtues of Jesus and Mary were perfect, and St. Joseph was a truly “just man.”  Therefore, the overriding characteristic of 

their home would have been love.   

But with that said, their family would not have been exempt from daily toil, hurt and challenges that face most families.  For example, they 
would have encountered the death of loved ones, St. Joseph most likely passed away prior to Jesus’ public ministry.  They would have 
encountered misunderstanding and gossip from others.  Our Blessed Mother, for example, was found with child out of wedlock.  This 
would have been a topic of discussion among many acquaintances for sure.  They would have had to fulfill all daily chores, earn a living, 

put food on the table, attend gatherings of family and friends and the like.  They would have lived normal family life in every way. 

This is significant because it reveals God’s love for family life.  The Father allowed His Divine Son to live this life and, as a result, elevat-
ed family life to a place within the Trinity.  The holiness of the Holy Family reveals to us that every family is invited to share in God’s  

divine life and to encounter ordinary daily life with grace and virtue. 

Reflect, today, upon your own family life.  Some families are strong in virtue, some struggle with basic communication.  Some are faithful 
day in and day out, some are broken and deeply wounded.  No matter the case, know that God wants to enter more deeply into your 
family life just as it is right now.  He desires to give you strength and virtue to live as the Holy Family.  Surrender yourself and your family, 

this day, and invite the Triune God to make your family a holy family. 

Lord, I do offer myself to You this day and in doing so I offer You my family.  I offer every relationship, be it good or difficult, and I offer 

every challenge we face.  Please come and sanctify my family, making it holy in imitation of your family in Nazareth.  Jesus, I trust in You. 


