
PARISH OFFICE TEMPORARILY CLOSED 
On a directive from Bishop Fabbro, due to the out-
break of COVID-19, all churches and Parish offices in 
the Diocese of London are closed. Staff are working 
from home and have access to voicemail and e-mail.  
Please leave a message and we will respond as soon 
as possible. 

Telephone & Fax: 519-345-2972  

Father Philip Joseph: ext. 22   
Father Benjamin Raze: ext. 21 
Youth Minister: Karen Doyle ext. 26  
Office Secretary: Kate Brown ext. 23   
Financial Secretary: Sally Stacey ext. 24   
Parish e-mail: stjames@dol.ca or stpatricks@dol.ca 
Websites: www.stjandstp.com  and 
www.stpandstvp.com 
Masses are suspended until the end of May, unless 
government recommendations change sooner.   
All confessions are cancelled, except in cases of 
danger of death.   

VOCATION 

 Roman Catholics in the United States spend a 
good deal of time speaking of “vocation” and the 
manner in which each of us discerns our vocation for 
life. In today’s apostolic letter, however, Peter gives 
us the “cornerstone” of our vocation, the descrip-
tion of what each of us is called to first and foremost 
by our baptism. He describes our vocation as “a cho-
sen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
of [God’s] own, so that you may announce the prais-
es” of Christ, who called us out of darkness into light 
(1 Peter 2:9). All of us, no matter what path our life’s 
vocation may take us down, have been chosen by 
God, made holy, and anointed as priests in the high 
priesthood of Christ through baptism. All of this, so 
that we may announce the praises of Christ. Voca-
tion is given for proclamation at home, in the work-
place—wherever life takes us—in service, in word, 
and in sacrament.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Diocese of London Outreach Page 
 

 Online Masses, Catholic publications and activities 
for families, children and youth:  

https://dol.ca/outreach  
“Worry is a conversation I have with myself about 

things I cannot change. Prayer is a conversation we 
have with God about things God can change.”  

“I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except 
through me.” 

— John 14:6 

Prayer to Our Lady, Help of Christians  

(St. John Bosco) 

Most Holy Virgin Mary, Help of Christians, how 
sweet it is to come to your feet imploring your per-
petual help.  If earthly mothers cease not to remem-
ber their children, how can you, the most loving of 
all mothers forget me?  Grant then to me, I implore 
you, your perpetual help in all my necessities, in 
even sorrow, and especially in all my temptations.  I 
ask for your unceasing help for all who are now 
suffering. Help the weak, cure the sick, convert sin-
ners. Grant through your intercessions many voca-
tions to the religious life.  Obtain for us, O Mary, 
Help of Christians, that having invoked you on earth 
we may love and eternally thank you in heaven. 
Amen. 

 Family of Parishes  
 

May 10, 2020: Fifth Sunday of Easter 

St. Patrick’s, Kinkora St. Vincent de Paul, Mitchell St. Patrick’s, Dublin St. James, Seaforth 

Parish Administrators: 
 Kinkora & Mitchell: Rev. Benjamin Raze  Seaforth & Dublin: Rev. Philip Joseph 

https://dol.ca/outreach


Masses to be Celebrated Privately by Fr. Philip this week: 

In Thanksgiving by a Parishioner 

+ Gary Nash by the McQuaid family 

+ Julie Fielder by Denise & Brad Smith 

+ Clara & James Ducharme by Denise & Brad Smith 

+ Harry Deloyer by Kevin & Jan O’Rourke & family 

Masses to be Celebrated Privately by Fr. Ben this week: 

+ Regina Silvestrin by St. Vincent de Paul CWL 

Holy souls in purgatory by Michelle & Jacob Quinlan 

+ Theresa Kelly by Joanne Monden 

+ Patrick Boyd by Jim & Carla Mae Nyenhuis 

Deceased members of the Vander Vloet & Meeuwsen families by Es-

tate of Frank J. Vander Vloet 

+ Eldon Weiss by the Estate 

The National Week for Life and the Family 
The National Week for Life and the Family will be 
observed from May 10-17 with the theme, 
“Children: The Crowning Glory of Marriage”. The 
material for the 2020 National Week of Life and 
Family has been prepared by the Catholic Organiza-
tion for Life and Family (COLF) and is available on 
the COLF website. https://www.colf.ca/en/in-action/
item/301-national-week-for-life-and-the-family-2020  

May is the month of the Rosary 
We invite all parishioners to join together each 
morning at 9 a.m. to pray the rosary for an end to 
the Coronavirus, for those who have died and for 
those who are sick and suffering.  
 
The Joyful Mystery - Prayed on Monday and Sat-
urday  https://youtu.be/i2fow3OVgtM 
The Glorious Mystery - Prayed on Sunday and 
Wednesday  https://youtu.be/xTsX-Pf6tIo 
The Luminous Mystery - Prayed on Thurs-
day  https://youtu.be/i2fow3OVgtM 
The Sorrowful Mystery - Prayed on Tuesday and 
Friday  https://youtu.be/xgBg0jQ4HAA  
Please set aside some time to join us in prayer as 
we implore Our Blessed Mother to intercede for an 
end to this pandemic.  

We encourage you to include this in your daily 
prayers and to pass it on to anyone that you know 
is without internet access. 

 
Diocese of London 

A Prayer in Time of Pandemic  
 

Look upon your flock, kind Shepherd.  
Though bowed down by our human frailty 

 in the dark valley of this pandemic, 
 we fear no evil, for you are with us, 

 you hear us, and you comfort us. 
 

 Grace with the wisdom of your Spirit  
political and religious leaders  

helping us.  
 

Guide with strength health care workers  
aiding the sick and dying.  

 
Give consolation to families and friends  

suffering with loved ones.  
 

Grant courage to all – from first responders  
to those who put food on our tables –  

providing essential services and the necessities of 
life.  

 
In this time of darkness and uncertainty,  

O God, 
 may we be beacons of your goodness and mercy 

 to all in need.  
Through Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 

Happy Mother’s Day to all of 
the wonderful mothers in 
our parishes! 
 

MARY OUR MOTHER 
 What a joy to re-
member that Mary is our 
Mother! Since she loves us 

and knows our weakness, what have we to fear? 
—Saint Thérèse of Lisieux 

Praying Together, Praying Apart: At-Home Prayers 
for Times of Healing 
 
From Father Michael Béchard, Director of Liturgy: 
Amid self-isolation and physical distancing, an in-
creasing number of people are experiencing sick-
ness and death separated from other people. This 
resource strives to offer some concrete ways to 
pray, heal, and grieve together. The texts can be 
found at http://www.forums.dionet.ca/
parishbriefings/Shared%20Documents/2020-04-
April/Praying_Together_Praying_Apart.pdf 
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COVID-19 UPDATE FROM BISHOP FABBRO: April 21—Some sections omitted to fit.  Please see full update at dol.ca/
news 
 
Our priests, deacons, and lay ecclesial ministers are working hard to meet the spiritual needs of our parishioners. These 
are some of the toughest times we have faced as a diocesan Church, but we remain firm in our faith that the Risen Lord 
is present among us, and walks with us on this journey of uncertainty and pain, giving us the joy of His presence, and 
hope for our future.  
 
1. Continuation of the Lockdown As has been said in earlier Updates, we are strictly following the direction of the Gov-
ernment of Ontario and local health authorities as to when the lockdown will be lifted. Premier Ford recently an-
nounced another four-week extension to the lockdown. Therefore, our churches will remain closed as they are until at 
least the end of May. 
If the lockdown is lifted sooner, we will adjust our diocesan directives as we are able. We are aware, however, that 
there will likely be a gradual lifting of the lockdown. 
2. Our Plan for Return to Services after the Lockdown We are looking at the future, when we can once again gather 
with our communities to celebrate our faith and to offer our praise and thanks to God, in the celebration of the Mass 
and the sacraments. To this end, we are proposing a three-part method: 
 Fr. Michael Béchard, Director of Liturgy for the Diocese, is working with a team to propose possible scenarios for our 

return to public worship. These scenarios will include, among other things, ideas for celebrating the sacraments of 
initiation, especially for those young people and adults who anticipated receiving these sacraments during the East-
er Season. 

 This plan will be presented to the Episcopal Council at next week’s meeting, after which the Episcopal Vicars will be 
asked to consult on the deanery level. 

 This consultation will help in setting a plan that will be based on consensus for the whole Diocese. 
Therefore, I am asking that parish teams that are considering the reception of the sacraments not make decisions at 
this point, until a diocesan strategy is approved. The Episcopal Vicars emphasized that this is one of those areas 
where there is a need for solidarity in our approach. All parts of the plan will be in line with any governmental direc-
tives at the time.  
An ancillary question was posed: When we are able to celebrate these sacraments, will a pastor who may have been 
moved be able to return to the former parish for the celebration? This decision will be left to the discretion of the 
new pastor. 

3. Contributions for Pope Francis’ COVID-19 Emergency Fund Vatican News announced on Monday that the Holy Fa-
ther has established an emergency fund to “aid those people and communities who are being tragically impacted by the 
spread of COVID-19.” The Pope is particularly concerned for those in the global south who are experiencing great losses, 
but who have fewer resources than the north to deal with them. 
Members of the Episcopal Council expressed concern about the many appeals that have been made already for COVID-
related assistance. This item will remain on our agenda, but we await further news from the CCCB to see if there will be 
a Canada-wide appeal. Meantime, those wishing to make a donation to the Pope’s emergency fund may do so through 
the Pontifical Mission Societies. 
4. Inauguration of New Families of Parishes While many of the recently-named Families for implementation are ready 
to go into action, the inauguration of those new Families of Parishes and other pastoral moves will be delayed. We need 
to wait until such time as we are able to have Ordinations of our transitional deacons, and to accept priests from off-shore 
who have been assigned to work in our parishes. There may be exceptions to this delay, based on circumstances. 
5. Hearing Confessions Some have asked about the possibility of hearing Confessions in the midst of the lockdown. We 
remain firm that we must respect the strict limits of the lockdown in order to prevent further spread of the coronavirus. 
Health authorities are convinced that they still do not know all the ways the virus is spreading, and it is highly possible 
that a priest could become the conduit for spreading the virus when hearing Confessions. 
While it is a good and holy thing to seek the forgiveness of God through the sacrament of Penance, the faithful need to 
be reminded that God’s mercy is not limited to any celebration of the sacraments. God’s mercy is rich and overflowing, 
as Pope Francis has reminded us again and again. In quoting the Catechism of the Catholic Church, he iterated the long-
standing teaching of the Church that God welcomes every sinner with open arms. We can go directly to God, be specific 
about our sins, request pardon, and experience God’s loving forgiveness (20 March, #7). 
6. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick While there are varying practices across the Diocese with respect to hos-
pital and nursing home policies, it is important to follow the directives of the local health authority, hospital or nursing 
home. In some cases, priests are allowed to anoint COVID-19 patients; in some cases only non-COVID patients. These 
directives may change on a daily basis, so vigilance in checking with the above-named authorities is essential. 
The best pastoral approach is one that conveys a message of God’s mercy and forgiveness especially when the sacra-
ments cannot be celebrated. This is a message that is important for patients and families alike. 
  
In closing, I want to assure you that Bishop Joseph and our Episcopal Vicars join me in offering our prayers for you and 
your ministry at this challenging time. We will continue our regular meetings and welcome your input. I remind you to 
forward any questions you might have to your Episcopal Vicar. 
 
I am adding a prayer, written by members of our diocesan team, which you may wish to make available to parishioners, 
family members or friends. 
  
Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B.  
Bishop of London 

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/15495/documents/2020/4/A%20Prayer%20in%20Time%20of%20Pandemic.pdf


   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  Your advertisement here! To  

reserve this space, call the parish 

office at 519-345-2972 ext. 23  

or e-mail stjames@dol.ca 

PO Box 622, Seaforth 

Follow us on Facebook at 
st patricks church dublin CWL 

Personal Support Worker 
helping with everyday needs: driving to  

appts, grocery shopping, etc.  
Please contact Kim at 519-276-0912  

or on FB a “A Caring Heart PSW” 




