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Dear Fellow Pilgrims: 

     Once the excited glow of Easter morn has faded, every Christian 

community has to confront the challenge of believing often in the face 

of what appear to be insurmountable odds. I suspect this awareness 

fueled the words of Peter to his fellow believers: “Blessed be the God 

and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a 

new birth to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead.” (1 Peter 1, 3) In very graphic terms, the first pope described 

this “living hope,” founded upon the mystery of the resurrection, as a 

“new birth.” 

     Today is “Divine Mercy Sunday.” The great proponents of this feast 

were citizens of Poland who were well aware of what it meant to live in 

times of great trial and confusion. The “visions” experienced by St. 

Faustina, much like those of Margaret Mary centuries earlier, spoke of 

awesome “mercy” that flows from the open heart of the Savior. It is no 

wonder that the Polish pope, St. John Paul II, exalted the message of 

these revelations as they provided great hope to a world wherein many 

seemed to have lost their way.  

     This past week, I took the opportunity to read the conversion story 

of a brilliant person who was searching for truth amid the challenges of 

the 1940s. This college student, Avery Dulles, found his way through 

the study of philosophy. I found these words of his rather compelling: 



“The man who refuses to face the philosophic problem is like a traveler 

in the night who will not take the time to decide where he is going 

because he is in too much of a hurry to be on his way…He becomes a 

slave to irrational impulses which incline him now this way and that. 

Eventually he resolves that he will follow the crowd, but he has no way 

of telling whether they are proceeding to the same destination or 

whether they know where it is located…Finally he determines to follow 

the man who speaks the loudest, most emphatic tones…The consequent 

willingness of men to listen to any voice which spoke with accents of 

authority has permitted the establishment of unprecedented tyrannies. 

Man cannot with impunity ignore philosophy.” (Dulles, A. A Testimonial 

to Grace, pp. 59-60) 

     The central figure of our gospel today fits the perfect description of 

one who had been searching for the truth and thought he had found 

truth until confronted with the cost of truth. We are told that Thomas 

was also called “Didymus,” which means “twin.” The evangelist John is 

very clever in as much as he never tells us the identity of Thomas’ twin. 

Could it be that this is a literary and catechetical technique to remind us 

that "we" are the “twins” of Thomas? 

     Recall that before Jesus ventured close to danger by going to the 

home of Lazarus, Martha and Mary in Bethany Thomas had professed a 

willingness to go with him to “die” with him. After the Last Supper, 



during the “Farewell Discourse,” Jesus reminded the apostles that he 

was going to “prepare a place” for them and that they knew the way. 

Thomas replied: “We do not know where you are going, how can we 

know the way?” To that Jesus proclaimed: “I am the way, the truth, and 

the life.” The “way” is more than a “philosophy” or a “code of ethics,” 

but a person. Identification with this person requires participation in his 

death in order to experience his resurrection.  

     The death of one we love, no matter how much expected, is 

devastating. We often go through the necessary motions for the funeral 

and burial; but, afterwards, we are sometimes filled with a lethargy that 

easily leads to depression. Thomas, undoubtedly, was left in confusion 

and disbelief after the horrific death of Jesus. Fear that he, too, might 

be executed for his connection with Jesus might also have paralyzed 

him. Rather than huddle with the other followers of Jesus, who likely 

had similar feelings, Thomas chose to be alone. 

     Most of us these days are spending significant days and hours in 

isolation from one another; but, are we really alone? The forced 

separation caused by the health crisis we all experience has, actually, 

caused many to become closer through the various modern means of 

communication that exist. We need that “community” whose life was 

so ideally described in our first reading. It is within the context of a 

people on the same journey that the apostles experienced the “peace” 



which is the presence of the Risen Lord. Thomas was late in coming to 

this realization; but his act of faith is one many of us were taught to 

utter at the moment of consecration: “My Lord, and my God!”  

     The “peace” of the Risen Lord is not, however, a precious gift that 

can be grasped. It grows and thrives within us in as much as we, the 

community of faith, heed the commission given us: “Whose sins you 

forgive are forgiven…” Forgiveness does not ignore the wounds of the 

past, but liberates us from the burden of resentment and opens the 

healed heart to the awesome grace and peace of Divine Mercy! 

 

Yours in the Risen Lord, 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Opportunities to Serve   

Join the Spanish Catholic Center to set up and run a successful Multicultural Job Fair. Support our Catholic Charities’ 
clients as they secure job interviews, gain networking opportunities, and find job placements. Volunteers will set up 
and organize presentation tables and decorations, guide clients through the event, give directions, answer questions, 
and clean up when event finishes.  Location:  Sacred Heart Church, 3211 Sacred Heart Way, Washington, DC 20010. 
When: Thursday, May 14 8:00AM – 12:00PM OR 12:00PM – 3:00PM. Sign up here: https://
www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteercalendar/job-fair-volunteer/  

Pro Bono Attorneys   

If you are a barred attorney, become a volunteer for Catholic Charities Immigration Legal Service or Catholic 
Charities Legal Network. Immigration Legal Services (ILS) focuses on the provision of direct legal immigration services 
to foreign-born individuals and their families. ILS also focuses on training lawyers to provide pro bono services and 
educating community groups on the latest immigration issues. The CCLN provides legal services for civil cases on a 
wide range of issues including the following: child custody and visitation, consumer and bankruptcy cases, 
employment and discrimination cases, landlord-tenant and home foreclosure cases, public entitlement cases, wills, 
estate and advanced medical directives. Volunteers must be in good standing with the DC and/or MD Bar 
Association.   

                                                  Get information and sign up here:    

Financial Stability Mentor Volunteer  

The Financial Stability Network (FSN) provides pro-bono financial services to those who otherwise would not have 
access to financial education and mentoring. FSN Mentors act as coaches to low to moderate income individuals, as-
sisting them in achieving their financial goals. Volunteers will meet with clients once a month for 1-1.5 hour coaching 
sessions.   

                                                  Get information and sign up here: http://bttr.im/3iwac   

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.Romans 12:13  

Multicultural Job Fair Volunteers

  

 

 

 

Summer Youth Leaders Program  

Rising high school juniors and seniors are invited to apply to the Summer Youth Leaders Program. This immersive and 
experiential week-long service program is designed to introduce students to the work we do at Catholic Charities 
through hands-on volunteering, conversations with agency leaders, and reflection on social justice issues. For more 
information and to apply go to https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/school-outreach/.   

Applications are due by May 6th. The program will run from Monday, June 22nd to Friday, June 26th.  

                                  Contact Claire Sanfilippo at claire.sanfilippo@cc-dc.org with any questions.  

Volunteer Events with Catholic Charities   

Is your family looking for something to do together? Is your parish group, friend group or work team looking for a way 
to build community? How about doing a one-time project for a few hours that makes a big difference to the people in 
our care: clean up a shelter, pack breakfast bags (Cup of Joe) for people who stay in our shelters, help load up food 
packages, and more.  Do one or do many!  Most are appropriate for families and high school students. Get 
information and apply: https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteercalendar/   

http://bttr.im/3iwac
http://bttr.im/udfxs
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteercalendar/job-fair-volunteer/
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteercalendar/job-fair-volunteer/
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Jennifer MacLennan,  CFP®, CPA  | Financial Advisor
jmaclennan@burtwealth.com

phone: 301.770.9880 | burtwealth.com

Rooted in Tradition, Growing Through Succes

Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning

703-352-2701
www.cloverco.com

            Parishioners save 
an extra 5% off our already 
low prices!

In Your Home or at Your Business.  
Call Clover Services.

CLOVER 
SERVICES

Established in 1981

INDEPENDENT  LIVING  • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE

Be part of our family 
and volunteer with us.

Call  301 946 7700
3620 Littledale Rd.,Kensington MD 20895

www.KensingtonParkSeniorLiving.com

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Jim Wood
V.W. Brown
Insurance
Services

3286 Chestnut St. NW Suite 100
Washington, DC 20015
jwood@vwbrown.com

202-966-0566

m 202.321.3488
o 301.298.1001
TaylorAgostino.com

AT

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not 
guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate 
in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 5471 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 300, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 | 301.298.1001

• Holy Trinity Parishioner • Licensed & Insured
• Certified Arborist • Planting of Trees and Shrubs

301.589.6181
www.branchestreeexperts.com

Benedictine school in Washington, D.C.
Serving Young Men, Grades 6-12

Morning Shuttle from
Bethesda & Chevy Chase

www.saintanselms.org/admissions

.

ARCHITECTURE
I N T E R I O R S 
CONSTRUCTION

Rai architects international

202 820 3464
www.raiarchitectsintl.net

ARCHITECTURE
I N T E R I O R S
CONSTRUCTION

Rai architects international

202 820 3464
w w w . r a i a r c h i t e c t s i n t l . n e t

Rai Architects International
A A R C H I T E C T U R E
I  N  T  E  R  I  O  R  S 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

202 820 3464
raiarchitects@msn.com 

Washington, DC
CatholicMatch.com/goDC

The World’s Most Beautiful Bible
This magnificent Family Bible is an extraordinary work of art 
you and your family will treasure for generations to come.

Featuring:
Easy to read type,  Biblical dictionary, Concordance, 1708 pages 
and 180 color illustrations, special sections on devotions, shrines, 
the Vatican and the Holy Land, stunning Old Master art.

An ideal gift for weddings, anniversaries, housewarmings, holidays or any special occasion.
A Bible that will guide you and your family to the riches of the Word of God.

ONLY $89
Black or Ivory

Includes Shipping & Handling

For more information call:
1-800-233-8200

L E T  U S  H E L P
Y O U  S E L L

Want to grow  
your business?  

For Information on Advertising 
Please Call 800-233-8200

Take advantage of a unique 
marketing opportunity and 
become a sponsor on the 

church bulletin. 
The Church’s 

#1 form of communication.

         Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources 
deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland.
5471 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 300, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 | 301.298.1001

Molly Mullally
Realtor® Licensed in MD & DC

Molly.Mullally@compass.com

M: 301.399.1241

to our local  
sponsors!

For information on advertising,
please call 1-800-233-8200

Thank you

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30661017
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660806
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660400
http://myParishApp.com


C
A

LL 1-8
0

0
-233-8

20
0

F
o

r A
d

vertisin
g

 In
fo

rm
atio

n
B

usiness
O

nline at D
io

cesan.co
m

/
3066

Kirk & Missy Williamson Serving Montg./N. DC Counties
(301) 881-5300 FREE Telephone Estimates Bonded & Insured

$15 Off
First Cleaning

Laura 
McCaffrey

Realtor®

202-364-1700 ·  www.EversCo.com
4400 Jenifer St., NW ·  Washington, DC 20015

She Knows 
The Neighborhoods

301-641-4456
Lauramccaffrey@mac.com
www.Lauramccaffrey.com

202-898-1880
borgermanagement.com R

REALTOR®

Borger ManageMent, Inc.
Commercial | Multifamily Management | Development

De-Junk & Organize Your Home
Call: Patrick 202-340-6056

“Thy House Runneth Over?”

HAPPY  HAULING

ESTATE 
PLANNING

Do you want to control 
who receives your 

property? And when? And 
how? Do you want to 
reduce estate taxes?

ROBERT J. 
HAGGERTY
Attorney at Law
5229 Nebraska Avenue N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20015

(202) 237-7500

301-593-9500

Family Tradition ~ Since 1939

Isabelle and John McHugh ~ parishioners

COLLINS
Francis J.

Funeral Home, Inc.

WWW.COLLINSFUNERALHOME.COM

(301) 652-2200

The only funeral home in Montgomery 
County or Washington, DC with their 

own crematorium on premises

BETHESDA-CHEVY CHASE, INC.
7557 WISCONSIN AVENUE

BETHESDA, MD 20814-3501

ROBERT A.

Family owned since 1854
FUNERAL HOMES

www.pumphreyfuneralhome.comwww.pumphreyfuneralhome.com
William A. Pumphrey

6th Generation

(301) 762-3939

ROCKVILLE, INC.
300 W. MONTGOMERY AVENUE

ROCKVILLE, MD 20850-2805

pumphrey@pumphreyfh.com

LAKE
Formerly

Lake
BP/Amoco

Mario Bruno, B.S. Class of ‘76          (301) 986-0560

MD STATE INSPECTION • MAJOR & MINOR REPAIRS EMISSIONS REPAIR

www.lakelibertychevychase.com

301-565-4600

A Washingtonian Magazine Top Remodeler
Gilday.com

architects   interior designers   builders

Slate, Tile & 
Copper Roofing 
Copper Gutters
240-650-9780

Introducing a revolutionary approach to fitness...

JOIN
TODAY

for an Exclusive Offer

B A L A N C E D AT H L E T E D C . C O M
5538 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington DC / 202.838.0055

/ H.I.I.T.   / SPIN®   

/ FOUNDATIONS+PLUS
/ VERTICAL WALL CLASSES
/ PERSONAL TRAINING
/ YOGA  / PILATES®

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.  Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not 
guaranteed. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland.
5471 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 300, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 | 301.298.1001

Kirsten Rowan
The Mary Lynn White Team at Compass

Realtor®, DC/MD/VA
m 202.823.3829
kirsten.rowan@compass.com

Proud Supporter of Blessed Sacrament

10 East Deer Park Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

(301) 948-6800
www.DeVolFuneralHome.com

DeVol Funeral Home2222 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20007
(202) 333-6680
Free Valet Parking at Your Home arrangements aVailable For our D.c. location

Serving the Catholic Community • Family Owned & Operated for over 70 Years
Kevin G. DeVol & Robert G. DeVol

(301) 633-8950 • www.maureenmcelroy.com

Individual, Couple, and Family Therapy

“Relationships can be challenging. I can help.
  I provide therapy for couples, families and        
    individuals in downtown Bethesda.”

Janine H. Joly-DeMars
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

(240) 752-7650  ext: 4
 Janine@LindseyHoskins.com

Compass is licensed as ‘Compass Real Estate’ in the District of Columbia

Damian Buckley
Damian@TheBuckleyGroup.com
m: 202.438.6080  |  o: 301.304.8444

The Key to Your 
Real Estate Sucess®

alyssa.crilley@wfp.com
301-325-0079

wfp.com • 301-222-0050

Blessed Sacrament
Parishioner & Sodalist 

Home Construction
and Remodeling

Since 1975

www.oneilldev.com
301.840.9310

FIND US AT ONE OF OUR TWO LOCATIONS
5454 Wisconsin Ave., Suite 1505

 Chevy Chase, MD 20815
803 Russell Ave., Suite 2-C 
Gaithersburg, MD 20879

www.drericmorrison.com

Contact us Today!
301-321-7722 A Smile Above The Rest

Mercedes Benz SpecialistsSince
1986 Mitch Carr’s Auto Service

4232 Howard Ave. • Kensington, MD 20895
www.MitchCarr.com

301-493-9460

4400 Jenifer St. NW DC 20015
Direct Office: 202-364-1300

 

B.S. Parishioners, Parent and Alum Class of 97

of Long and Foster

Licensed in D.C.,
MD and VA

MontyBoland@gmail.com
www.TheWilsonBolandGroup.com

Monty Boland and Tom Wilson: your local real estate experts

We provide Top Notch Residential Care 
to Aging Adults and their families.

Tel: 443.525.5611    Fax: 410.654.3026
olu.olusanya@otikhealth.com

TIK

Old English
Construction

202.926.7511
www.oldenglishconstruction.com

Free Estimates

BRICKWORK & 
CONCRETE 

SPECIALISTS
Paving•Patios 

Steps•Stairs•Roofing 
Retaining Walls

Concrete Driveways
Stain & Seal

Basement Finishing
Tuck Pointing

LK Productions
Professional videos at affordable prices

Laura Kelly, B.S. Class of  ‘04         lkproductionsdc.com

Quality marketing content for nonprofits & businesses,
Weddings, Legacy videos that capture your family’s story

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660505
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660906
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660910
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660497
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30661817
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660120
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660314
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660716
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660217
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660983
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660812
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660712
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30660517
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30661117

