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Dear Friends,

While the secular world counts down to the end of the year, we at the Church are starting 
the new Liturgical year. The beginning of Advent and the anticipation of the coming of the 
Christ Child has always been my favorite season. Our scripture readings lead us on a journey 
of Peace, Good News and Invitation. Peace is the promise of the Christ Child’s birth. Good 
News is heralded in the Salvation story. We are invited by Jesus to strengthen our belief and 
to bring others to the Faith. We all recall fond memories of our own childhood Christmas with 
the customs and traditions that were so meaningful to our families. Our Church of the Holy 
Family has been an integral part of many families’ memories over this past century and a half.

As you see in this newsletter, Church of the Holy Family has welcomed thousands of people 
through the doors during the Summer and Fall. We have seen the joys of celebrations and times of gratitude. We have been with 
people through some of the darkest and saddest moments in their lives. Our Church continues to be a place of prayers, calm and 
welcome. If you have visited, you know that Father Damen worked to create a place for Faith and Worship. The saved images and 
the stories of God’s love that they represent help folks draw closer to Him when they come to pray or visit.

A generous benefactor has enabled us to begin the wiring and lighting project that is so needed for both safety and illumination. 
In the New Year, I will share with you details on what generous donors are enabling us to accomplish.

Even if you can’t stop in, drive by and visit our new life size, outdoor Nativity scene, developed with Saint Ignatius College Prep, 
and the new marble Holy Family statue that welcomes visitors as they enter the Burke-Gearing Center.

You and your family and your intentions will be remembered in my Christmas season Masses. You are so instrumental in placing 
your gifts of prayer and support under our tree at Church of the Holy Family.

Merry Christmas!

Rev. Lukas M. Laniauskas, S.J.
President

OUR ADVENT JOURNEY LEADS THE 
WAY TO THE BIRTH OF CHRIST



Saint Ignatius College Prep begins each 
school year with the opening Mass of 
the Holy Spirit. This year, we celebrated 

the Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
that same day.

Beginning in the 19th century, the General 
of the Society of Jesus consecrated the order 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This consecration 
was renewed by Fr. Pedro Arrupe, S.J. in the 
20th century and most recently by the Fr. 
General Arturo Sosa, S.J. this past year. He 
asked that all Jesuit works reconsecrate their 
missions to His Heart. The Saint Ignatius 
College Prep community gathers each first 
Friday at Church of the Holy Family for Mass.

Formal dedication of oneself, of one’s family, 
community, society, or even of the whole 
human race to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Consecration implies a total surrender to the 
Savior in gratitude for his blessings in the past 
and as a pledge of fidelity in the future. One 
of the oldest known acts of consecration and 
reparation to the Sacred Heart dates from the 
fifteenth century and was popularized by the 
Benedictine monks at the Abbey of St. Matthias 
at Trier in the German Rhineland. After St. 
Margaret Mary, the practice of consecration 
to the Heart of Jesus became widespread in 
the Catholic world. Personal consecration 
of the individual can be made often and 
informally and, in fact, the Morning Offering 
of the Apostleship of Prayer is a daily act of 
consecration. Family consecration has been strongly recommended by the modern popes, e.g., Pope Pius XII, who declared, “It 
is our heartfelt desire that the love of Jesus Christ of which His Heart is the fountain, should again take possession of private and 
public life. May our divine Savior reign over society and home life through His law of love. That is why we make a special appeal 
to Christian families to consecrate themselves to the Sacred Heart.” (Excerpted from www.catholicculture.org)

MASS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND
CONSECRATION TO THE SACRED HEART

Behold / Burn / Bleed / Become 
SACRED HEART OF JESUS…  
CONSECRATE MY HEART TO YOURS  

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY…  
FUSE THE 'YES' OF MY HEART TO YOURS

CHASTE HEART OF JOSEPH…  
PURIFY MY HEART  TO BE UNDIVIDED AS YOURS…  

JESUS I TRUST IN YOUR HEART!



VISITORS TO OUR CHURCH
At Church of the Holy Family, we welcome guests for tours, special Masses and other events. We are happy to highlight some of 
our recent visitors.

Archdiocese Pastoral Staff – Cardinal Cupich Celebrates Mass to open the 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Staff Retreat

Fr. Jason Malave commemorates his 25th anniversary of 
priesthood at Church of the Holy Family

Fr. Jerry Boland, former pastor, leads parishioners of Our Lady of Perptual 
Help in prayer and guided tour

Rooted in Kearney, Ecumenical Youth Group from Nebraska visit 
Church and Saint Ignatius College Prep

Blessed Mother statue is blessed by Bishop Robert Lombardo before she is led to Our Lady 
of the Angels Outreach Center by the Chicago Fire Department

Nearly 500 visitors came to see our historical 
sacred Church in October. We are grateful to 
Open House Chicago for selecting us as one 
of their sites. Thank you!



Prayer

Oh most merciful triune God, 
You in Your essence model the 
love of family: the Spirit love of 
a Father of his Son and the Son 
of His Father. In Your goodness, 
You gave us the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph as a 
model of that Divine love. We 
pray that You may inspire in our 
own families such a love that 
transforms all and changes all 
in Your image. Oh most Holy 
Family, we entrust Church of the 
Holy Family into Your loving 
care. We pray that You may bless 
our efforts to preserve this place 
of worship, that it may stand as 
a beacon of a familial love to a 
world so desperately in need. May 
its walls, steeple, windows, pulpit 
and most holy altars resound 
with powerful preaching of this 
great love that You are and share 
with us. Lord Jesus, save us! Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, Pray for 
us! Saint Joseph, patron of the 
Church, pray for us! In the name 
of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Kenya Catholic Community in America annual convention and healing Mass

Saint Ignatius Orchestra and Choir kicked off Advent Season at the Church.

The Cardinal’s Christmas Concert featuring Cardinal Blase J. Cupich and the City Lights 
Orchestra conducted by Rich Daniels entertained hundreds of guests and filled the air 
with magical songs and carols.



FR. ARNOLD DAMEN, 
S.J. JOURNEY TO 
CHICAGO 
Uncovering the Odyssey from the 
Netherlands to Chicago 

We are grateful to Simone Vermeeren for her inspirational and 
powerful presentation of the early life of Father Arnold Damen, 
S.J., founder of Church of the Holy Family, Saint Ignatius College 
Prep and over twenty Catholic outreaches in Chicago. Father 
Damen was an extraordinary Jesuit priest, missionary and 
visionary, whose Mission and lessons are as important to our 
world today, as they were in the 19th Century. Faith first, followed 
by education - which results in a life of bringing people closer 
to Christ and of service to the people of God. In Chicago, we 
remember the exhortation of the famous architect and builder, 
Daniel Burnham stating, “make no small plans.” Long before 
Daniel Burnham was born, our Founder pursued that goal. As you 
watch the video and read the text, you will see how Father Damen 
listened to God calling him to his priestly vocation and joining to 
bring Faith and “cura personalis” to the new World with his brother 
Jesuits. We thank renowned historian Ellen Skerrett, Dick Barry 
and the many others who have made this possible. It is my hope 
that you will be as inspired as I am and will stop by Church of the 
Holy family and Saint Ignatius to see, firsthand, Fr. Damen’s dream 
continuing to thrive.



312-492-8442
www.holyfamilychicago.org
contact@holyfamilychicago.org

Weddings and Baptisms
For generations, young men and women have chosen Church of 
the Holy Family to have the sacraments of Holy Matrimony and 
Baptism performed. We are happy to share these celebrations 
of a continued journey and relationship with God, teachings 
to help live out His word and ceremonies to show devotion to 
Him. Sacramental preparation and approval is coordinated by 
the territorial parish, Our Lady of the Holy Family.

Give to Preserve Church of the Holy Family
We ask that you come together for a cause and to preserve this holy and most precious place 
for our faith and for the history of Chicago. With your help, we advance the mission of Fr. 
Arnold Damen, S.J. to ensure the future of Church of the Holy Family for the Saint Ignatius 
Community and Chicagoland area. Please consider supporting us by visiting our website 
at https://holyfamilychicago.org/donations or submit a check to Church of the Holy Family, 
1080 West Roosevelt Road, Chicago, Illinois 60608. Thank you for your generosity!

Pray and Celebrate 
With Us

Church of the Holy Family
1080 West Roosevelt Road
Chicago, IL 60608 
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First Friday Masses on 
the first Friday of each 
month at 8:10am.

For a complete schedule 
of Mass times, visit www.
holyfamilychicago.org or 
call 312-492-8442.
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http://www.holyfamilychicago.org
http://www.holyfamilychicago.org

