
 

 

WHAT ABOUT SINGLE PARENTS OR PARENTS WHO WERE NOT MARRIED IN 

CHURCH? 

Church of the Holy Family welcomes every parent to bring your child forward for baptism, no matter what 

your circumstances may be.   

 

HOW DO I CHOOSE A GODPARENT? 

Things to consider when choosing a godparent.  Prayerfully ask yourself the following questions: 

• Does the person truly exemplify the faith, by living according to the teachings of the Catholic 

Church? 

• Does the person live a life in harmony with the Church? 

• Does the person regularly practice their faith by participation in the sacramental life of the 

Church? 

• Godparents should not be chosen because of family expectations or pressure.   The role of the 

godparent(s) is to be a presence, specifically a spiritual presence, in a child’s life. 

 

CAN I CHOOSE MORE THAN TWO GODPARENTS? 

If you choose more than two godparents, one or two will have their names entered into the book as 

“official” godparents and the other can be “honorary” godparents.   

 

CAN I HAVE TWO GODPARENTS OF THE SAME SEX? 

If you choose two godparents of the same sex, once can be the “official” godparent for the record book, 

and the other can be the “honorary” one.  Just as above, you do not have to tell anyone which is which 

except for us. 

 

WHAT IF A GODPARENT DOES NOT HAVE ALL SACRAMENTS? 

At least one godparent must be fully initiated Catholic (Baptized, Confirmed, received Eucharist). 

 

DO BOTH GODPARENTS HAVE TO BE CATHOLIC? 

If there two sponsors, one must be Catholic.  Someone from one of the Eastern Churches may be a 

godparent, but only if there is also a Catholic godparent.  The non-Catholic godparent will be an 

“honorary” godparent. 

 

WHAT SHOULD THE BABY WEAR FOR THE BAPTISM? 

A white garment is an ancient sign of the newly baptized Christian’s new life in Christ.  Your child’s 

baptismal garment need not be a tradition baptismal or christening gown; it can be any clothing that is 

mainly white. 

 


