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Sunday Divine Liturgies: 8:30 a.m. Holy Days as scheduled in the Bulletin 
DIVINE LITURGY SCHEDULE                                                                                                   APRIL 05-12, 2020                                                        
Sunday April 5 Palm Sunday EPISTLE PHIL 4:4-9; GOSPEL: JN 12:1-18 FESTAL TONE  
8:30AM – For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners, Blessing of Willow branches 
Good Friday, April 10 3:00PM – Vespers & Placing the Holy Shroud  
(If you wish to have a Confession, Father will be available from 4 -5 pm. We ask everyone to observe 
social distancing (6 feet or 2 meters) 
Sunday April 12 EASTER SUNDAY - PASCHA EPISTLE ACTS 1:1-8; GOSPEL: JN 1:1-17 FESTAL TONE  
8:30AM – Resurrection Matins 9:00AM Divine Liturgy: For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners 
Easter baskets will be blessed via livestream from other parishes of our Archeparchy (links are given 
below), following the celebration of Resurrection Matins and Divine Liturgy. The blessing pronounced in 
our church will extend to the respective items in your homes. The prayer of blessing is the key element in 
these sacramental rituals. The faithful who have holy water in their homes may sprinkle it on these items 
while participating in the prayer via internet or by saying the prayers of blessing alone or together as a 
family or household. 
 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 Palm (Flowery) Sunday  

Palm Sunday is a familiar event for 
many Christians but it is a profound 
multi-layered event that has much to 
teach us about our God and Savior 
Jesus Christ. In Matthew’s Gospel we 
read a quote from the prophet 
Zechariah: Behold, your King is coming 
to you, Lowly, and sitting on a donkey, 
A colt, the foal of a donkey. (Matthew 
21:5; Zechariah 9:9, OSB) 
Early Christians viewed Jesus’ death 
and resurrection from the standpoint 
of Christus Victor (Christ the 
Conqueror). But all too often we forget 
or overlook that Jesus Christ is unlike 
worldly conquerors. 

Unlike Roman emperors who entered triumphantly riding a chariot drawn by war horses, Jesus 
enters Jerusalem riding a donkey — a sign of humility. Cyril of Jerusalem in his Catechetical 
Lectures used Zechariah 9:9 to drive home the point the uniqueness of Christ’s kingship. 
Kings are many; of which do you speak, O Prophet? Give us a sign which other Kings have not. 
If you say, A king clad in purple, the dignity of the apparel has been anticipated. If you say, 
Guarded by spear-men, and sitting in a golden chariot, this also has been anticipated by others. 
Give us a sign peculiar to the King whose coming you announce. And the Prophet makes 
answer and says, Behold! Your King comes unto you, just, and having salvation: He is meek, 
and riding upon an ass and a young foal, not on a chariot. You have a unique sign of the King 



who came. Jesus alone of kings sat upon an unyoked foal, entering into Jerusalem with 
acclamations as a king. (Lecture 12.10) 
The Orthodox Matins Service for Palm Sunday has an interesting allegorical interpretation of 
Jesus riding the foal. O Thou who ridest on the cherubim and art praised by the seraphim, 
Thous hast sat, O gracious Lord, like David on a foal, and the children honored Thee with praise 
fitting for God; but the Jews blasphemed unlawfully against Thee. Thy riding on a foal 
prefigured how the Gentiles, as yet untamed and uninstructed, were to pass from unbelief to 
faith. Glory be to Thee, O Christ, who alone art merciful and lovest mankind. (Lenten Triodion p. 
492) Thus, there is in Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem a missionary message — that Christ came to 
save not only the Jews but also the Gentiles. With Christ’s entry into Jerusalem the Old 
Covenant of Moses reaches its conclusion and a New Covenant commences. The Old Israel is 
superseded by the New Israel: Let us also come today, all the new Israel, the Church of the 
Gentiles, and let us cry with the Prophet Zechariah; Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout 
aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem; for behold, thy King comes unto thee . . . . (Lenten Triodion p. 
489) In his Catechetical Lectures Cyril also sees Jesus entry into Jerusalem as fulfilling another 
prophecy in Zechariah 14:4, a favorite verse among Evangelicals who view it in light a literal 7 
year Tribulation, the Antichrist, and the Second Coming. (See Calvary Chapel’s founding father 
Chuck Smith’s dispensationalist commentary.) Cyril of Jerusalem in hisCatechetical Lecture 
notes: But He might perchance even sit upon a foal: give us rather a sign, where the King that 
enters shall stand. And give the sign not far from the city, that it may not be unknown to us: 
and give us the sign plain before our eyes, that even when in the city we may behold the place. 
And the Prophet again makes answer, saying: And His feet shall stand in that day upon the 
Mount of Olives which is before Jerusalem on the east. Does any one standing within the city 
fail to behold the place? (Lecture 12.11) 
An Invitation Palm Sunday is an invitation to worship Jesus Christ. Just as the Jews and the 
city of Jerusalem were given the opportunity to receive Christ as King so too the opportunity is 
given to all today. We find in Canticle One Palm Sunday viewed from the Christus Victor motif: 
Out of the mouth of Thy servants, the innocent babes and sucklings, Thou hast received praise. 
Thou hast overthrown the adversary and by Thy Passion on the Cross Thou hast avenged 
Adam’s fall of old; with the Tree Thou hast raised him up, and he sings to Thee, O Lord, a hymn 
of victory.                               (Source: Orthodox Christianity) 
 
                                                                     Announcements  
•My Beloved in Christ! I hope all of you are well during these days of quarantine and 
restrictions. I pray that our Lord comforts you and gift you with the faith, perseverance and 
courage during the COVID-19 pandemic. Even though there is no access to public worship in 
our parish church (because of social distancing) the Divine Liturgy – the Holy Eucharist is being 
offered on the sacred altar in our church. During these private services you and yours are 
remembered at the holy table and there also your special intentions both for the living and the 
deceased are being offered, mentioned and fulfilled. I ask that we all unite by making a fervent 
“Act of Spiritual Communion”. We are reminded that there is no better prayer than the Divine 
Liturgy at which we commemorate our Lord's sacrifice on the Cross and his Resurrection from 
the dead, that transcends the limitations of time, space and location. 
•Help your parish during COVID 19 - DONATE. During these challenging days of this 
coronavirus outbreak, it’s important that we practice social distancing and encourage one 
another to stay healthy. It is also important to mail your weekly offerings to our parish until public 
services are resumed. With your sacrificial giving we’ll be able to pay our bills and continue our 
mission during this challenging period. 
You may send your donations PO Box 2735, Manassas, VA  20108. THANK YOU! 
Sincere thanks for all your kindness and generosity to our Holy Church!   



Parish Facebook Links 
 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Facebook Link:  https://www.facebook.com/Philadelphia-Ukrainian-
Catholic-Cathedral-of-the-Immaculate-Conception-
139284692765626/ 
 
Ukrainian National Shrine of the Holy Family, Washngton, D.C. 
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/holyfamilyshrine/ 
 
St. John the Baptist, Newark, NJ 
Facebook link: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnUkrainianCatholicChurchNewarkNJ  
 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Perth Amboy, NJ 
Facebook  link: https://www.facebook.com/ivan.turyk 
 
St. John the Baptist, Whippany, NJ 
Facebook link:  https://www.facebook.com/St-John-the-Baptist-
Ukrainian-Catholic-Church-112583470375669/ 
 
Ss. Cyril and Methodius, Berwick, Pa. 
Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/Ss-Cyril-Methodius-
Ukrainian-Catholic-Church-1521830254764142/  
Youtube:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLZfcRfsr6D_b7DLmD2V9sA  
 
Ss. Peter and Paul, Bridgeport, Pa. 
Youtube link: https://youtu.be/KCMD73t8F0g 
You can also click on this link to go to Father Ron's YouTube Channel. 
For more information visit parish website at 
www.sspeterpaulukrchurch.us  
 
 
 



St. Mary Church, Middleport, Pa. 
Facebook link: 
https://www.facebook.com/StNicksChurchMinersvillePA 
 
St. Nicholas Church, Minersville, Pa. 
Facebook link: 
https://www.facebook.com/StNicksChurchMinersvillePA 
 
St. John the Baptist, Northampton, Pa. 
Facebook link:  
https://www.facebook.com/st.johnthebaptistnorthampton/ 
 
Ss. Cyril and Methodius, Olyphant, Pa. 
Facebook link: 
https://www.facebook.com/PATRICKMARCINKOIII?fref=search&__t
n__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARAJdEfSt-
2q4l9ENpwj955asc33ZTHZRsxwi45w1jNyXKQqRtbfooWuRBk3-
3PI1MK4FktAXljvolce 
Youtube:  https://stcyrils.weconnect.com 
Link to parish website:  https.//stcyrils.weconnect.com  
 
Christ the King, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/yaroslav.kurpel 
 
St. Anne  Warrington, Pa. 
Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Annes-Ukrainian-
Catholic-Church/111686432200568 
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Memorandum of the	
Bishops of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United States of America	

Regarding Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter celebrations	
during the COVID-19 pandemic	

Dear beloved clergy, religious, and faithful!	

Christ is among us!	

  In order to help curb the spread of the Coronavirus the civil and health authorities in our 
country have extended the “Stay at Home Order” until the end of April 2020. Out of deep 
concern for the spiritual and physical well-being of all persons —we the bishops of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in America urge you at this crucial time to enter more deeply into the 
very heart of our Christian faith while following the directives of civil authorities. We ask you to 
celebrate the great mysteries of our salvation in Christ’s Death and Resurrection at home. 
Together with you, we recognize the sacrifice we are all called to make by being physically 
distanced from the Holy Week and Pascha services in church and from one another. 	

Trusting in the graces flowing from the celebration of the Passion, Death and 
Resurrection of Our Lord, we remain mindful that paschal joy has its source in a personal 
encounter with the Risen Christ. What did it take for Mary Magdalene’s tears to give way to 
Easter joy?  Nothing less than meeting the risen Christ! The Easter Gospel is not only about 
Christ’s passage from death to life, but also about the encounter Mary has with the Lord.  Jesus 
meets us – calls us by name, opens our eyes, and invites us to see him and be with and in Him in 
the Resurrection. No matter where we are or what may be happening in our lives, precisely in the 
midst of a deathly crisis such as the present pandemic, we are called to spiritual joy through the 
love of God who conquers death by death and gives eternal life.  	

We encourage you to participate as fully as you can in Holy Week and Pascha services by 
way of radio, television or live-streamed broadcasts. We encourage all the faithful to turn to the 
Church’s treasury of prayer, praying individually or as a family in the domestic church. Christ is 
truly among us! 	

We request the clergy to continue Holy Week and Pascha services without the physical 
presence of the body of the faithful:    	

1. The faithful can participate in the celebration of Divine Liturgies and the Blessing 
of Wil-lows and Easter Baskets via live-streamed services. The blessing pronounced in our 
churches will extend to the respective items in our homes.  The prayer of blessing is the key 
element in these sacramental rituals.  The faithful who have holy water in their homes may 



sprinkle it on these items while participating in the prayer via internet or by saying the prayers of 
blessing alone or together as a family or household. 	

2.  The Great Friday Vespers with the placement of the Holy Shroud and 
Resurrection Matins services ought to take place within the church with no processions.  
The procession with the Holy Shroud can take place around the holy altar, and the opening 
rituals of Resurrection Matins can be conducted in front of the royal doors of the iconostasis 
instead of at the outside church doors. 	

3. The faithful can continue to approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession 
on an individual basis. Priests should indicate to parishioners when and where they are 
available for confessions maintaining the prescribed safe distance between priest and penitent. 
When confession is not possible, faithful are encouraged to make Acts of Perfect Contrition, 
when a penitent sincerely regrets his or her sins, not merely out of fear of God’s just punishment, 
but because of having offended our Loving Lord.  This year, the canonical obligation of going to 
confession in the season of Easter can be fulfilled in the time period extending to the feast of 
Pentecost. 	
  Our beloved faithful, one day soon, an announcement will be made that we can celebrate 
the Divine Liturgy and other services all together again.  We look forward to that joyous day. We 
will appreciate seeing each other more than ever, giving thanks for God’s gift of communion in 
the Church, the Body of Christ of which we are members!  	

Our fervent prayer is that our Resurrected and Living Lord may bestow his peace and 
grace upon you and your loved ones, upon our community, our nation and the world!  Please join 
us in praying for all who are suffering from the Coronavirus, for all health care workers and first 
responders, and for an easing of the anxiety and tension caused by this pandemic. Relying on the 
care of the Mother of God and the Mother of us all, we unite our sufferings to those of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and we place our hope and trust in His glorious Resurrection. 	

The blessing of the Lord be upon you!	
+ Borys Gudziak	
Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians	
Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States	
	
+ Paul Chomnycky, OSBM	
Eparch of Stamford	
 	
+ Вenedict Aleksiychuk	
Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago	
	
+ Bohdan J. Danylo 	
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma	
 	
+ Andriy Rabiy	
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia	
	

Given on April 1, 2020	
Metropolitan Cathedral of Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia, PA	
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PASTORAL LETTER 

OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV 
TO YOUTH ON PALM SUNDAY 

Beloved in Christ Youth in Ukraine and abroad! 
 

Palm Sunday, the day of Christ’s triumphant entry in Jerusalem, is traditionally 
for me and the entire leadership of our Church an opportunity to address you with a 
special letter. I always cherish this opportunity because I consider it a special privilege 
to reflect together and with you seek answers to questions and needs, which I have 
heard expressed at various encounters and conversations with you throughout the year. 

This year, in spite of the unique life circumstances in which we find ourselves, 
you, young people, without going to church due to the restrictions that have been 
placed on us, can listen to or read this appeal of ours. The Church comes to you, 
wherever you may be: we hope that the voice which will be heard on screens of various 
sizes and formats, will resonate in your hearts, lift up and inspire each one of you. 

It’s a wonderful thing to be young, but also not easy. Being a youth means having 
an open heart, an inquisitive mind, and a rebellious character that reacts sharply to all 
forms of injustice, every distortion, any wrong, which adults have learned to ignore or 
even exploit. For a young person today the challenge increases with the fast pace and 
virtualization of the global world, the economic crisis and pandemic. For young 
Ukrainians there is the additional factor of an unjust war of invasion in the east of the 
country, a war in which for the seventh year now, sons and daughters of our Fatherland 
continue to die, while defending peace and the future.  

Uncertainty and fear have enveloped the world. Motivational speakers will 
probably earn millions talking on the topic of “How to live in a time of incertitude.” 
High-school graduates worry about how they will do their SATs and apply to places of 
higher learning, while university and college graduates wonder whether they will find 
a job in a world that seems to heading rapidly towards economic crisis. Proprietors of 
small coffee shops are anxious about whether they will be able to reopen once the 
quarantine is over, programmers—whether orders from large international companies 
will be cancelled, as the financial stability of their businesses depend on them. One has 
the impression that today there isn’t a single young person who does not worry about 
the uncertainty that hangs over us. 

Pope Francis in his address, “Urbi et orbi” (To the City of Rome and the World), 
which was recently given on the occasion of Special Prayer for an end to the 
coronavirus pandemic, compares the current situation to a storm on the sea. The entire 
world is afraid, disoriented and lost, as if sitting in a single boat tossed by waves. In this 
storm we sense our fragility, our mortality, possibly our inexperience and arrogance. 

At the same time, we, Christians, know that in this boat on a turbulent sea God 
Himself is with us. He became Man and died on the cross, so that we “may have life 
and have it abundantly” (Jn 10:10). Remembering the Resurrection keeps us from falling 
into despair, and helps us to continue rowing and, with trust in the Lord, overcome the 
waves. 



The road to the Resurrection begins with the triumphant entry into Jerusalem. 
The entry into Jerusalem is the beginning of a new era. In his passion, death on the 

cross and Resurrection our Lord established a New Covenant with all humanity. This 
new pact no longer involves just one people, is no longer limited to a particular land or 
culture, but embraces all—each and every one of you. At the Last Supper, which we 
will prayerfully commemorate this week, Christ gave to his disciples the Mystery of the 
Eucharist—the Mystery of his Body and Blood, by which this Covenant is established 
and sealed. He clearly stated that the Blood of the New Covenant is poured our “for 
you and for many” (see Mt 26:28, Mk 14:24, Lk 22:20). This is our security guarantee in 
unsure times—He redeemed us, made us his people, has poured out and is pouring out 
his Blood for us.  In greeting the Saviour who entered Jerusalem with new tree shoots, 
the new branches of humanity—the children of Israel—became bearers and heralds of a 
new time, a new era, a social paradigm, that changed the world. The history of 
humanity, especially the history of Europe in the second millennium, demonstrates that 
after dark times, after tragedies of plague and cholera, human society transforms itself, 
opening a new age in the development of civilization. Many understand that this is 
precisely what is happening before our very eyes, and that we will be witnesses to such 
“tectonic movements” that will change the foundations of modern states, economic 
systems, and methods of organizing � common world community. 

The future fate of country-states, systems, and all of global society will depend, 
above all, on whether the “global Jerusalem” of today will open its doors for God, who 
in Christ the Saviour brings peace, wisdom and hope. No less important—that into this 
“global Jerusalem” being restored by God, the youth enter not with empty hands, as 
mere passive spectators or simply a “human resource.” Young people must, just as at 
the entry of Christ into Jerusalem, express themselves, take on as a foundation authentic 
values that make a person human, and thus, as if with green branches, welcome the 
Saviour-Messiah. Only then, when the youth of today sing to him “Hosanna” will this 
new world become a world of and for humanity, where a culture of life, not death, will 
be built—a world where human life, the value of which we have rediscovered in a time 
of epidemic, will become the cornerstone for democracy, international law, and new 
global economic relations. If this does not happen and no one picks up these young 
“palm branches,” then the emergence of new deadly viruses is only a matter of time. 
However, instead of trembling before invisible enemies, all of us, especially you, the 
youth, must united in faith and solidarity of action. Let us remember the words of Pope 
Francis: “Prayer and quiet service: these are our victorious weapons.” 

Therefore, we stand before the next change of an age. We do not know what the 
new age will be like. However, we clearly understand, that you, in fact, are its people. 
Be heralds of a new social justice, of a new paradigm of mercy, of new relations of 
openness and service. We approach this year’s Easter celebrations in one of the most 
difficult periods of humanity in a new era of globalization. Over the years we have 
enjoyed the benefits of networking and connectedness, and now we find ourselves in 
the midst of a global quarantine. This new challenge requires from us careful creativity 
and a developed system of service. And in this we need the assistance and support of a 
creative and inventive youth. You are the true experts! Many a grandson or 



granddaughter helped their baba follow the Liturgy online, taught their dido how to 
use the internet, gifted them their old computer, showed them how to pay for services 
online and insisted that they stay at home, while personally providing them with their 
necessities. How many charitable social initiatives have appeared in various corners of 
Ukraine to help those who are the most vulnerable! 

On behalf of our elderly today, the Church says to you: “Thank you, sincerely!” 
Keep doing what you do and develop your service, taking due care for your own 
personal safety; direct your energy towards those who need it. It’s been a while since 
many of us have spent so much time at home—a chance to listen to all the family 
stories! As you find yourselves under one roof and wait out this quarantine thrust upon 
us, relate to one another, do things together with your loved ones. This is another 
chance to discover the gift of the person that is next to you! Let us not doubt that in this 
you will be successful. This epidemic that our generation is experiencing is like a  smack 
across the side of the head for an arrogant humanity—in order to separate the grain 
from the chaff and to become aware once again of what’s most important. We 
understand that the economic crisis now emerging will hit the most vulnerable the 
hardest—our families, the elderly, and the young. Its negative effect will be felt by all. 
At the same time, we are also profoundly convinced that this crisis is a test for mercy, 
an occasion for good and service. We would especially like for you, young people, to 
know that your Mother-Church will undergo these challenges together with you, 
embracing you and accompanying you and your loved ones with her ceaseless prayer. 
We stand at the threshold of a new world. What it will be like—depends on all of us.  

Today, more than ever, is the time for your boldest dreams: to tame the universe, 
to find a cure for cancer, to conquer epidemics, to build a just economic system, to 
protect the sick and helpless, to seek out alternate sources of energy, to construct means 
of transportation that don’t harm the planet, etc. Dare to dream! Dream big! Desire 
greatness! Invite Christ into your dreams! Be certain that he will help. Jesus Christ has 
already conquered our greatest fear and given us himself as a limitless source of hope 
and life. On this day of our Lord’s Entry into Jerusalem, open to Him the full expanse of 
your heart. In receiving our Saviour into your personal life, follow his lead into that 
unknown “tomorrow” which he himself will create for us, through his glorious and 
joyful Resurrection! 

The blessing of the Lord be upon you! 
† SVIATOSLAV 

 
 

Given in Kyiv, 
at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ, 

on the day of Venerable St. James, the Confessor, Bishop of Catania, 
April 3 (March 21), 2020 A.D. 
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EASTER	PASTORAL	OF	THE	UKRAINIAN	CATHOLIC	HIERARCHY	OF	THE	U.S.A.			
TO	OUR	CLERGY,	HIEROMONKS	AND	BROTHERS,	RELIGIOUS	SISTERS,		

SEMINARIANS	AND	BELOVED	FAITHFUL		
	

CHRIST	IS	RISEN!	TRULY	HE	IS	RISEN!		
	

Beloved	Brothers	and	Sisters	in	Christ,		
	

This	 Easter	 greeting	 resounds	 in	 a	 new	 and,	 for	 us,	 unfamiliar	 situation.	 We	 find	
ourselves	 celebrating,	 not	 in	 brightly	 decorated	 churches	 filled	with	 joyful	 parishioners,	with	
bells	loudly	ringing,	but	in	the	midst	of	a	solitude	and	emptiness,	that	has	enveloped	our	world	
due	to	the	emergence	of	a	virus	that	remains	frightfully	confusing	for	the	average	person,	the	
virus	known	as	COVID-19.		

Especially	now,	it	is	so	important	for	us	to	hear	these	words	of	hope	and	joy:	“Christ	is	
risen	from	the	dead,	trampling	down	death	by	death,	and	to	those	in	the	tombs	giving	life!”	He	
also	grants	life	to	us—who	live	here	and	now,	in	the	midst	of	a	quiet	world,	that	seems	to	have	
suddenly	come	to	a	standstill.		

Pascha	 is	 the	 greatest	 and	 most	 joyful	 feast	 in	 the	 Christian	 calendar,	 a	 feast	 of	
overflowing	happiness.	It	is	interesting	to	note,	however,	that	the	Feast	of	Pascha	begins	with	
sorrow	and	emptiness.		

The	 Evangelists,	 in	 their	 telling	 of	 the	 story	 of	 Easter,	 begin,	 not	 with	 the	 joy	 of	 the	
Resurrection,	but	with	the	sadness	of	the	empty	tomb.	Mary	Magdalene	and	the	other	women	
come,	 lamenting	and	sorrowful,	early	 in	the	morning,	to	the	grave	of	Jesus	 in	order	to	anoint	
the	 body	 of	 their	 beloved	 teacher.	 Instead	 of	 Jesus’	 body,	 however,	 they	 discover	 an	 empty	
tomb.	Horrified,	they	think	that	someone	has	 inexplicably	stolen	the	body!	Only	then	do	they	
hear	the	angel’s	announcement	of	Christ’s	Resurrection:	“He	is	not	here	for	he	has	risen,	as	he	
said	he	would.	Come	and	see	the	place	where	he	lay”	(Mt.	28:6).	Only	then	do	they	encounter	
the	 risen	Christ	and	embrace	him:	“And	suddenly,	 coming	 to	meet	 them	was	 Jesus…	and	 the	
women	came	up	to	him	and,	clasping	his	feet,	did	him	homage”	(Mt.	28:9).	Only	then,	do	they	
receive	their	commission	from	Jesus:	“Do	not	be	afraid;	go	and	tell	my	brothers	that	they	must	
leave	for	Galilee;	there	they	will	see	me”	(Mt.	28:10).		

First	comes	emptiness,	then	comes	fulfillment.	First	comes	sorrow,	then	comes	joy.	First	
comes	death,	then	comes	life.	Pascha	begins	with	nothing	and	ends	with	everything!		

When	we	think	about	it,	we	can	say	that	there	is	a	tiny	reflection	of	the	Paschal	story	in	
each	of	our	 lives.	Just	as	Pascha	begins	with	emptiness,	so	do	our	 lives	begin	with	emptiness.	
Before	we	take	our	first	breath,	we	are	called	to	leave	the	comfort	of	our	mother’s	womb.	And	
throughout	our	entire	life,	every	time	we	take	a	step	forward,	we	are	called	to	empty	ourselves	



and	leave	something	behind.	Before	we	make	a	commitment	to	our	spouse	in	marriage,	we	are	
called	 to	 let	go	of	our	 independence.	Before	we	 respond	 to	a	vocation	call	or	make	a	 career	
choice,	we	are	called	to	let	go	of	other	equally	attractive	opportunities.	At	every	step	of	life,	in	
order	to	receive	new	life,	we	are	called	to	empty	ourselves	in	some	way.			

The	same	applies	 to	our	spiritual	 life.	Emptiness	 is	part	of	 the	human	experience,	and	
over	these	past	weeks	in	the	midst	of	a	global	pandemic,	it	is	an	experience	being	shared	by	all	
humankind.	Emptiness	can	bring	emotional	pain,	yet	at	the	same	time,	it	can	also	be	received	
as	a	spiritual	gift.	We	all	need	that	emptiness	within	ourselves:	that	space	that	makes	room	for	
something	new,	that	space	that	can	be	opened	to	God.		

This	is	why	during	the	time	of	Great	Lent,	the	Church	in	her	wisdom,	traditionally	asks	us	
to	empty	ourselves	of	the	sins,	temptations	and	daily	preoccupations	that	clutter	up	our	lives.	
Why?	In	order	to	make	room	for	Christ,	who	rises	triumphantly	from	the	tomb	today.	He	fills	
our	spiritual	emptiness	with	the	promise	that	Resurrection	brings—the	promise	of	eternal	life!		

Our	prayerful	wish	for	each	of	us	today	on	this	glorious	Feast	of	Pascha	is	that	our	hearts	
and	souls	be	filled	with	the	indescribable	and	incomparable	joy	of	Our	Lord’s	Resurrection	from	
the	 tomb.	May	 this	 joy	 fill	 every	 emptiness	within	 us,	wipe	 away	 all	 pain	 and	 fear,	 conquer	
every	doubt	and	temptation,	and	remain	with	us	forever!		

Let	us	follow	the	example	of	the	holy	women	who	visited	the	tomb	at	dawn	on	that	first	
Easter	 morning—distressed	 with	 the	 empty	 tomb	 they	 received	 the	 fullness	 of	 joy.	 Let	 us	
embrace	the	Risen	Christ	who	comes	to	fill	our	emptiness,	especially	in	this	time	of	global	crisis.	
Let	 us	with	 confidence	and	 in	 the	 sureness	of	 our	 faith,	 in	word	and	deed,	 spread	 the	Good	
News	of	his	Resurrection	throughout	the	world!		
	

Christ	is	Risen!	Truly	he	is	Risen!		
+Borys	Gudziak		

Archbishop	of	Philadelphia	for	Ukrainians		
Metropolitan	of	Ukrainian	Catholics	in	the	United	States		

	
+Paul	Chomnycky,	OSBM	(author)		

Eparch	of	Stamford		
	

+Вenedict	Aleksiychuk		
Eparch	of	St.	Nicholas	in	Chicago		

	
+Bohdan	J.	Danylo		

Eparch	of	St.	Josaphat	in	Parma		
	

+Andriy	Rabiy		
Auxiliary	Bishop	of	Philadelphia		
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