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Sunday August 30 13th Sunday after Pentecost  

8:00AM – Confession. 8:30AM – Divine Liturgy For God’s Blessings on Our 

Parishioners & in particular for God’s Blessings and the health of Маry Bergkamp  

                                                                                                             from Ann Woroniak 

Sunday September 06 14th Sunday after Pentecost  

8:00AM – Confession. 8:30AM – Divine Liturgy For God’s Blessings on Our 

Parishioners & in particular for +Leon Curtis Byrd from Martha & John Stine 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

                                The 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Today the Holy Gospel again tells us the parable 
of Christ about a vineyard – the saddest and 
bitterest parable about cruelty of mankind. This 
parable is about how the Lord calls upon people, 
waits for their answer, sends His messengers 
and envoys. But the people don’t want to receive 
them and listen to them, rise against them, up to 
the rising against the Son Himself who was sent 
by the Heaven. But the master from this parable 
didn’t simply send his servants to the vineyard. 
He expected the tenants of this vineyard to give 
some fruit of their work to their master, 
landowner, because neither the land nor the 
vineyard belonged to them. 
If we think over it, we will understand at once 
that everything we have doesn’t belong to us 

either. Everything has been given to us. And the life itself has been given to us. 
Today we have it, but tomorrow we may lose it. And the health itself has been 
given to us. Today we have it but tomorrow we may lose it. A lot of things we 
have, don’t belong to us, but are a gift which we may lose. And as it is a gift of 
God, we must increase it and return something to the One Who gave it to us. 
According to the patristic interpretation, the landowner who planted the vineyard 
is the Lord God and grapes are the chosen Judaist people. The fence round the 



vineyard is the Law of Moses which protected the people of God from paganism 
and obscentity. A tower and a winepress in the middle of the vineyard are the 
church and a sacrificial alter, the tenants who were given the vineyard by the 
master, are Judaist elders and priests whom the Lord entrusted His people. The 
servants sent by the master for the fruit and trashed and killed by the 
vinedressers are the prophets of God. The master’s Son who was killed is the 
only-begotten Son of God, having been put to death by the high-priests and the 
Pharisees. The wretched death of the wretched vinedressers carried out by the 
owner is future destruction of Israel by Roman forces and other vinedressers, 
who will be rented out this vineyard, are pastors of the Christ Church to guard 
God’s people, who since the Pentecost have been any people who accepted the 
Savior. Since the coming of Christ the new vineyard of God has been spreading 
all over the world. The whole mankind is included in this vineyard. And this new 
vineyard is the Christ Church with the Apostles, Martyrs, Saints, Confessors, 
Venerables, pious kings and queens – all those, who work properly in the Lord’s 
vineyard. This is a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
God’s own possession, as the Word of God tells us. [1 Peter 2,9] 
When we confessed and came up to the Communion Cup, we, thus, testify to our 
wish to come to Him. His light has penetrated us. Let’s try to feel how this light 
illuminates all dark ins and outs of our soul. Let’s try to tell ourselves that we 
don’t want to be those careless slaves. O, Lord, you send me your omens and I 
will try to listen to them, I will try to hear them, I will try to change my short life 
and make it worthy of Your call, Your holiness, our love. And then, if you come to 
me, when my life is weighed on scales, when the harvest time in the vineyard 
comes and you will tell me – You have done little because of your sickness, but 
you have done this little work in aspiration of your heart and I will accept it with 
love. 
But how sad it will be if it turns out that we have nothing, all is empty and 
fruitless. Then, the end of our way will be as sad as the end of this parable. How 
often the people, who imagined that they had a grace and spiritual wealth, turned 
out to be rejected. Let it not be with us! Therefore, the Lord’s Word is not only the 
Word of consolation, not only the Word of encouragement and love but also the 
Word of warning to protect all of us from evil and everlasting destruction. Amen. 
By Rev.George Sergeev 

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////               

Collection: August 23 - $490.00 
We sincerely thank our parishioners who mail their donations when they’re 
unable to come to Divine Liturgy. If you are financially able, please continue 
to support our church. You may mail your donations to: PO Box 2735, 
Manassas, VA  20108. THANK YOU!  
Sincere thanks for your kindness and generosity to our Holy Church! 

 

 



TIRTHEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

                                                       Troparion and Kontakion:                                             
Troparion (4): When the disciples of the Lord learned from the 
angel the glorious news of the resurrection and cast off the 
ancestral condemnation, they proudly told the apostles: Death 
has been plundered! Christ our God is risen, granting to the world 
great mercy.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
Kontakion (4): My Savior and Deliverer from the grave, as God, 
has raised out of bondage the children of earth and shattered the 
gates of Hades; and as Master, He rose on the third day.  
Now and for ever and ever: Amen. Theotokion (4): By your 
birth, O Immaculate One, Joachim and Anna were freed from the 
reproach of childlessness, and Adam and Eve from the corruption 
of death. And your people, redeemed from the guilt of their sins, 
celebrate as they cry out to you: The barren one gives birth to the 
Mother of God and the nourisher of our life.  
Prokimenon (4): How great are Your works, O Lord; You have 
made all things in wisdom. Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul; O 
Lord my God, You are exceedingly great. Prokimenon (4): How 
great are Your works, O Lord; You have made all things in 
wisdom.  
Epistle: Reading of the First Epistle of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians. (1Cor 16,13-24) Brethren: Be on your guard, stand 
firm in the faith, be courageous, be strong. Your every act should 
be done with love. I urge you, brothers - you know that the 
household of Stephanas is the firstfruits of Achaia and that they 
have devoted themselves to the service of the holy ones - be 
subordinate to such people and to everyone who works and toils 
with them. I rejoice in the arrival of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and 
Achaicus, because they made up for your absence, for they 
refreshed my spirit as well as yours. So give recognition to such 
people. The churches of Asia send you greetings. Acquila and 
Prisca together with the church at their house send you many 
greetings in the Lord. All the brothers greet you. Greet one 



another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write you this greeting in my own 
hand. If anyone does not love the Lord, let him be accursed. 
Marana tha. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love to 
all of you in Christ Jesus. Alleluia Verses: Verse (4): Poise 
yourself and advance in triumph and reign in the cause of truth, 
and meekness, and justice. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Verse (4): 
You have loved justice and hated iniquity. Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia.  
Gospel: (Mt 21,33-42) The Lord told this parable: “There was a 
land-owner who planted a vineyard, put a hedge around it, dug a 
wine press in it, and built a tower. Then he leased it to tenants 
and went on a journey. When vintage time drew near, he sent his 
servants to the tenants to obtain his produce. But the tenants 
seized the servants and one they beat, another they killed, and a 
third they stoned. Again he sent other servants, more numerous 
than the first ones, but they treated them in the same way. Finally, 
he sent his son to them, thinking, ‘They will respect my son.’ But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another, ‘This is 
the heir. Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.’ They 
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. What 
will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he 
comes?” They answered him, “He will put those wretched men to 
a wretched death and lease his vineyard to other tenants who will 
give him the produce at the proper times.” Jesus said to them, 
“Did you never read in scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been 
done, and it is wonderful in our eyes’?”  
Communion Verse: Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him 
in the highest. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  


