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DIVINE LITURGY SCHEDULE                                                                                               December 12, 2021                                                        
Sunday, December 12, 2021  Sunday of the Forefathers 
08:00 ± Confession/Mattins; 08:30AM ± For GRG¶s Blessings on Our Parishioners                                                    
Sunday, December 12, 2021  Sunday before Christmas ± of the Holy Fathers  
08:00 ± Confession/Mattins; 08:30AM ± For GRG¶s Blessings on Our Parishioners                                                    
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
                    Sunday of the Forefathers  

   We all understand very well 
that there are some dates and 
events that should not be 
neglected, if we cherish ± at 
least a little bit ± the friendship 
with those who invite us and 
want to share with us the 
delight of the feast. Such 
refusal, whatever the reasons 
for it might be, would 
necessarily be interpreted as 
very offensive, and 
consequently harm existing 
good relations. 

Why does Christ give a parable about the attachment of mankind to the 
earthly things which inevitably decay? Why is this story recollected in our 
Church at the time of the anticipation of the Birth of Jesus Christ, two 
weeks before the Great Feast of His Nativity? God became a man in order 
to teach people that all their aspirations should be directed toward Heaven, 
and not toward material possessions. But we, demonstrating an 
outstanding stubbornness, do anything possible to leave a material legacy 
on this earth. We make great efforts to invest our unspent energy and 
IXQGV� LQWR� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� ZH� FDOO� ³HWHUQDO´�� EXW� ZKDW� LQ� UHDOLW\� LV� YHU\�
materialistic: our house, our career, our social status and our reputation. 
We still rely on our lands, on our possessions, and on our heirs, completely 
IRUJHWWLQJ�WKDW�³IOHVK�DQG�EORRG�FDQQRW�LQKHULW�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RG��QHLWher 



GRHV� FRUUXSWLRQ� LQKHULW� LQFRUUXSWLRQ´� �&RU�������� ,Q� RWKHU� ZRUGV�� HYHQ� WKH�
best things in life, if they are put in the place of God, in a vain attempt to 
VXEVWLWXWH�IRU�+LP��FHDVH�WR�EH�JRRG�DQG�NLQG«�3RVVLEO\��WKDW�LV�WKH�PRWLYH�
why the Almighty God, while being eternally indulging towards us, the fallen 
and stubborn humankind, and loving us, his creatures, immensely, breaks 
often our so-FDOOHG� ³DFKLHYHPHQWV´� WKDW� REVFXUH� WKH� OLJKW� RI�+HDYHQ� IURP�
us« 

When the people that were called by God, do not go to the feast, the new 
JXHVWV� DUH� LQYLWHG�� 7KH\� DUH� FDOOHG� WZR� WLPHV�� ILUVW�� IURP� ³WKH� VWUHHWV�DQG�
ODQHV�RI�WKH�FLW\´�DUH�EURXJKW�³WKH�SRRU�DQG�WKH�PDLPHG��DQG�WKH�ODPH��DQG�
WKH�EOLQG´��RU��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�LQWHUSUHWHUV�RI�WKH�+RO\�%LEOH��SXEOLFDQV�DQG�
sinneUV�� DQG� WKHQ� IURP� ³WKH� KLJKZD\V� DQG� KHGJHV´� WKH� SHRSOH� WKDW� DUH�
situated even lower ± and interpreted as the pagans ± DUH�DOVR�³FRPSHOOHG�
WR�FRPH«´��/XNH��������. 

,W�DOZD\V�VRPHKRZ�HVFDSHV�RXU�PLQG� WKDW� WKH� UHDO� ³HWHUQDO�PHPRU\´�ZDV�
earned by those who abandoned the insane pursuit of earthly fame, wealth, 
DQG�FRQVRODWLRQ�RI�HDUWKO\�SDVVLRQV��³7KH�SRRU��WKH�PDLPHG��WKH�ODPH�DQG�
WKH�EOLQG´� WKURXJK� WKHLU� ³SRYHUW\� LQ�VSLULW´� �0DWK���� ���DFTXLUHG� WKH� ULJKW� WR�
enter and fill the Kingdom of Our Heavenly Father. They deserved it only 
because they were not tied by any type of bond to the earthly 
NLQJGRP«7KH\�ZHUH�QRW�HQVQDUHG�HLWKHU�E\�R[HQ��RU�E\� ODQGV��RU�E\� WKH�
embraces of their beloved ± by nothing« 

And being called through the Holy Mystery of Baptism to eternal bliss with 
RXU� *RG�� ZH� FRQVWDQWO\� UHIXVH� LW� LQ� RXU� HYHU\GD\� OLIH«:H� UHIXVH� LW�
ourselves, according to our own will and not being forced by anyone or 
anything« 

:KLOH�JRLQJ� ³WR�VHH�WKH� ODQG´�� ³WR� WHVW� WKH�R[HQ´�DQG�GHFOLQLQJ� WKH�9HVSHU�
6XSSHU� RI� RXU� /RUG� ³IRU� WKH� VDNH� RI� WKH� IDPLO\� DQG� WKH� NLGV�´� ZH�� WKH�
contemporary Christians, place ourselves in the position of those traitors, 
DERXW�ZKRP�WKH�H[DVSHUDWHG�0DVWHU�RI�WKH�+RXVH�VDLG�GLUHFWO\��³�1RQH�RI�
WKRVH�PHQ�ZKR�ZHUH� LQYLWHG� VKDOO� WDVWH� RI�P\� VXSSHU´� �/XNH� �4:24). For 
³0DQ\� DUH� LQYLWHG�� EXW� IHZ� DUH� FKRVHQ´� �0DWK�� ������. 
The Heavenly Kingdom, the Wedding Feast, The Holy Eucharist ± *RG¶V�
Vesper Supper ± are already offered to us, we have already been called. 
Let us try to live and pray in a way to become worthy to enter The House of 
God, Our Lord!  
Source:orthodox-canada.com 



                                SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FOREFATHERS  
Troparion (5): Let us the faithful acclaim and worship the Word, co-eternal with the 
Father and the Spirit, and born of the Virgin for our salvation. For He willed to be lifted 
up on the cross in the flesh, to suffer death and to raise the dead by His glorious 
resurrection.  
Troparion (2): Through faith, O Christ, You justified the Patriarchs; for through them 
You made a commitment to a Church with Gentiles. These Saints are glorified, because 
from them descends the Virgin who gave You birth. Through their prayers, O Christ our 
God, have mercy on us.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and for ever 
and ever: Amen. Kontakion (6): You did not worship a man-made image, O thrice-
blessed Youths, but were glorified in the test of fire, protected by a power beyond 
description. From the searing flames you cried out to God, saying: Hasten to help us, O 
merciful Lord, for in Your greatness You can do whatever You will.  
Prokimenon (4): Blessed are You, and praiseworthy, O Lord, the God of our fathers, 
and glorious forever is Your name. Verse: In all that You have done Your justice is 
apparent. Prokimenon (4): Blessed are You, and praiseworthy, O Lord, the God of our 
fathers, and glorious forever is Your name.  
Epistle: Reading of the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians. (Col 3,4-11) Brethren: 
When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory. Put to death, 
then, the parts of you that are earthly: immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and the 
greed that is idolatry. Because of these the wrath of God is coming upon the 
disobedient. By these you too once conducted yourselves, when you lived in that way. 
But now you must put them all away: anger, fury, malice, slander, and obscene 
language out of your mouths. Stop lying to one another, since you have taken off the old 
self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed, for 
knowledge, in the image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision 
and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all and in all. Alleluia 
Verses: Verse: Among his priests were Moses and Aaron; among those who invoked 
His name was Samuel. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Verse: They invoked the Lord and He 
answered them. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
Gospel: (Lk 14,16-����7KH�/RUG�WROG�WKLV�SDUDEOH��³$�PDQ�JDYH�D�JUHDW�GLQQHU�WR�ZKLFK�
he invited many. When the time for the dinner came, he dispatched his servant to say to 
WKRVH�LQYLWHG��µ&RPH��HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�QRZ�UHDG\¶�%XW�RQH�Ey one, they all began to excuse 
WKHPVHOYHV��7KH�ILUVW�VDLG�WR�KLP��µ,�KDYH�SXUFKDVHG�D�ILHOG�DQG�PXVW�JR�WR�H[DPLQH�LW��,�
DVN�\RX��FRQVLGHU�PH�H[FXVHG�¶�$QG�DQRWKHU�VDLG��µ,�KDYH�SXUFKDVHG�ILYH�\RNH�RI�R[HQ�
and am on my way to evaluate them; I ask you, conVLGHU�PH�H[FXVHG�¶�$QG�DQRWKHU�
VDLG��µ,�KDYH�MXVW�PDUULHG�D�ZRPDQ��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�,�FDQQRW�FRPH�¶�7KH�VHUYDQW�ZHQW�DQG�
reported this to his master. Then the master of the house in a rage commanded his 
VHUYDQW�� µ*R�TXLFNO\� LQWR� WKH�VWUHHWV�DQG�DOOH\V�RI� WKH� town and bring in here the poor 
DQG�WKH�FULSSOHG�� WKH�EOLQG�DQG�WKH� ODPH�¶�7KH�VHUYDQW�UHSRUWHG�� µ6LU��\RXU�RUGHUV�KDYH�
EHHQ�FDUULHG�RXW�DQG�VWLOO�WKHUH�LV�URRP�¶�7KH�PDVWHU�WKHQ�RUGHUHG�WKH�VHUYDQW��µ*R�RXW�WR�
the highways and hedgerows and make people come in that my home may be filled. 
)RU��,�WHOO�\RX��QRQH�RI�WKRVH�PHQ�ZKR�ZHUH�LQYLWHG�ZLOO�WDVWH�P\�GLQQHU�¶´� 
Communion Verse: Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the highest. Exult, 
you just, in the Lord: praise from the upright is fitting. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.                                                      



                                    ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome! Our warmest greetings are extended once again to all visitors and guests 
who are participating in Divine Liturgy. It is always a joy to have you praying with us. 
After the service please do not hesitate to introduce yourself to Fr. Alexander and our 
parishioners and find out more about our faith and our parish. 
Come Back to Church. The Eucharist is our life-line, without it we cannot live. The 
Sunday Divine Liturgy is the community celebration of Christ in our midst, the event that 
unites us all together as the Body of Christ. Celebrating the Eucharist is not just a 
commandment of the Church, but an inner necessity. Christ sustains us, and, without 
Him, our lives are empty. It is time to return to full parish life, with precautions, and to 
FRPH� EDFN� WR� FKXUFK�ZHHNO\� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� WKH� /RUG¶V� EDQTXHW� DQG� UHFHLYH�+LP� LQ�
Holy Communion, by which we become the Body of Christ. Now, as we trust in the Lord, 
and with great confidence in the vaccines, our lives are opening up to more activity. It is 
time to return to the obligation of Sunday Divine Liturgy. Our obligation to participate in 
worship at the Divine Liturgy is an obligation of love as well as a command of the Lord. 
Sunday Coffee Hour! We invite everyone to come to the church hall for refreshment 
after the service, and we encourage you to participate by bringing pastries/sandwiches 
for coffee hour on Sunday. May God bless us all! 
Christmas Food Drive:  Our parish is collecting non-perishable food, toiletries, and 
monetary contributions for area food banks. December 19, 2021 all collected items will 
be delivered to Sacred Heart Church. Please leave donated items in the designated 
boxes in the back of the church. Thank you! 
Christmas Preparations! The church will be decorated for Christmas this Sunday, 
December 12, 2021. Please remain in the church after Liturgy to help. Thank you! 
Support your Church You may send your donations to PO Box 2735, Manassas 
VA 20108 
YOUR OFFERINGS Collection: December 05, 2021 -  
Sincere thanks to all for your kindness and generosity to our Holy Church! 
 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE: 
Friday, December 24, 2021, Christmas Eve 
7:30 PM ± Great Compline 
NATIVITY OF OUR 
LORD  
8:00 PM ± Divine Liturgy  


