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DIVINE LITURGY SCHEDULE                                                                                                April 03,  2022                                                         
Sunday, April 03, 2022   5th Sunday of Great Fast 
08:00 ± Confession; 08:30AM ± For GRG¶s Blessings on Our Parishioners / Sorokousty 
Sunday, April 10, 2022   Palm (Flowery) Sunday  
08:00 ± Confession; 08:30AM ± For GRG¶s Blessings on Our Parishioners / Sorokousty 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++                                            

                        5th Sunday of Great Fast 
    Human beings have an amazing 
capacity to miss the point, to become 
blind to truths that should be obvious.  
We often do that because we become 
so preoccupied and distracted with our 
own agendas and desires that we 
ignore everything else.  That is 
especially the case when the truth goes 
strongly against our inclinations by 
telling us what we do not want to hear. 
That is what James and John did when 
they asked for choice positions of 
honor right after Jesus Christ had told 
them that He was to suffer, die, and 
rise from the dead.  They were 
apparently so consumed by their 

desires for prominence and power that they refused to hear the Lord saying that 
He was nothing like an earthly king.  They boasted of being prepared to follow 
the Savior without having any idea of what that would mean.  He responded by 
making clear that the path to true greatness was to follow His way of selfless 
service.  ³)RU�WKH�6RQ�RI�PDQ�DOVR�FDPH�QRW�WR�EH�VHUYHG�EXW�WR�Verve, and to 
JLYH�+LV�OLIH�DV�D�UDQVRP�IRU�PDQ\�´ 
As we begin the last week of Lent, it should be clear to us all that we have not 
eDUQHG�D�SODFH�RI�KRQRU�LQ�*RG¶V�UHLJQ�  If we have practiced the spiritual 
disciplines of Lent with any integrity and honesty, we will know primarily our own 
weakness and brokenness.  By revealing how easily we are distracted and how 
enslaved we are to our self-centered desires and habits, they show us that we 
cannot heal our own souls.  And if we have not devoted ourselves to prayer, 



fasting, and almsgiving at all in the previous weeks of Lent, we should confess 
that in humility and thus gain a greater awareness that we stand in constant need 
RI�WKH�/RUG¶V�JUDFLRXV�PHUF\��³/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��6RQ�RI�*RG��KDYH�PHUF\�RQ�PH��
a sinnHU�´ 
Regardless of how we have approached Lent so far, we must not become 
paralyzed with a sense of obsessive guilt for not living up to a standard of 
perfection, for not making ourselves worthy of the mercy of Christ.  To do so is 
simply a form of self-centered pride, for it is impossible to earn grace as a reward 
for good behavior.  %HFRPLQJ�JUHDW�DPRQJ�WKH�/RUG¶V�VHUYDQWV�PHDQV�OD\Lng 
down our lives for others, lowering ourselves by placing the needs and interests 
of others before our own.  That is the opposite of a self-centered obsession to 
prove that we are worthy of anything. 
Today we remember St. Mary of Egypt, who had lived a grossly immoral life, but 
then gave herself up in repentance for decades in the desert, where she became 
a remarkably holy saint.  Instead of continuing to gratify her addiction to sexual 
pleasure, she died to self by rejecting everything that was a hindrance to the 
healing of her soul through incredibly rigorous repentance for the rest of her long 
life.  She knew that such disciplines did not somehow put God in her debt, but 
were ways of opening herself to receive the gracious healing of the Lord, which 
we never deserve. 
St. Mary of Egypt was not like James and John in trying to use the Savior to get 
what she wanted.  Instead, she freely obeyed a divine command to turn away 
from fulfilling her obsessive desires by uniting herself to the One Who offered His 
life as a ransom to free us all from slavery to sin and death.  2XU�/RUG¶V�GLVFLSOHV�
ultimately found victory over their passions in different ways, for they had to learn 
that greatness in the Kingdom comes through selfless service to the point of 
suffering and death, not by yearning after what the world calls power and 
success. 
In the remaining days of Lent, we all have the oppRUWXQLW\�WR�HPEUDFH�RXU�/RUG¶V�
way of selfless service in relation to those we encounter on a regular basis in our 
families, in our parish, at work, at school, and in our larger communities.  We all 
have the opportunity to confess how we have enslaved ourselves to self-
centered desires and then to take the steps we can to turn away from them.  We 
all have the opportunity to fill our minds with holy things and give less attention to 
whatever fuels our unholy passions.   We all have the opportunity to follow the 
example of St. Mary of Egypt in doing what it takes to find the healing of our 
souls.  If our Lord could make a great saint out of her, then how can anyone 
remain paralyzed in guilt?   Our great High Priest offered Himself on the Cross 
and rose in glory on the third day in order to save sinners, to restore all who bear 
His image and likeness.  Thanks be to God, that includes even people as broken 
as you and me. In the coming week, let us open the eyes of our souls to this 
glorious truth through selfless service, humble prayer, and genuine repentance. 
  Source: ancientfaith.com                         



                                     FIFTH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT 
                                     (Commemoration of Mary of Egypt) 
Troparion (4): When the disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the glorious 
news of the resurrection and cast off the ancestral condemnation, they proudly 
told the apostles: Death has been plundered! Christ our God is risen, granting to 
the world great mercy. 
Troparion (8): In you, O Mother Mary, the faithful image shone forth; you carried 
your cross and followed Christ. You taught by your deeds how to spurn the body, 
for it passes away, and how to value the soul, for it is immortal. Therefore, your 
soul is forever in happiness with the angels. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and for 
ever and ever: Amen. 
Kontakion (3): Once filled with all kinds of evil, now through repentance she 
appears as the bride of Christ. Leading an angelic 
life, she crushes the devils with the help of the Cross. Therefore, the venerable 
Mary has become a bride of the kingdom. 
Prokimenon (4): How great are Your works, O Lord; You have made all things in 
wisdom. Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul; O Lord my God, You are exceedingly 
great. Prokimenon (4): God is wondrous in His saints, the God of Israel. 
Epistle: Reading of the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (Heb 9,11-14) 
Brethren: When Christ came as high priest of the good things that have come to 
be, passing through the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made by hands, 
that is, not belonging to this creation, he entered once for all into the sanctuary, 
not with the blood of goats and calves but with his own blood, thus obtaining 
eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls and the 
VSULQNOLQJ�RI�KHLIHU¶V�DVKHV�FDQ�VDQFWLI\�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�GHILOHG�VR�WKDW�WKHLU�IOHVK�
is cleansed, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from dead 
works to worship the living God. 
Alleluia Verses: Verse (4): Poise yourself and advance in triumph and reign in 
the cause of truth, and meekness, and justice. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Verse (4): You have loved justice and hated iniquity. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Gospel: (Mk 10,32-45) At that time, taking the Twelve aside Jesus again began 
to tell them what was JRLQJ�WR�KDSSHQ�WR�KLP��³%HKold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the 
scribes, and they will condemn him to death and hand him over to the Gentiles 
who will mock him, spit upon him, scourge him, and put him to death, but after 
three days he will ULVH�´�7KHQ�-DPHV�DQG�-RKQ��WKH�VRQV�RI�=HEHGHH��FDPH�WR�
KLP�DQG�VDLG�WR�KLP��³7HDFKHU��ZH�ZDQW�\RX�WR�GR�IRU�XV�ZKDWHYHU�ZH 
DVN�RI�\RX�´�+H�UHSOLHG��³:KDW�GR�\RX�ZLVK�>PH@�WR�GR�IRU�\RX"´�7KH\�DQVZHUHG�
hLP��³*UDQW�WKDW�LQ�\RXU�JORU\ we may sit one at your right and the other at your 
OHIW�´�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�WKHP��³<RX�GR�QRW�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX�DUH�DVNLQJ��&DQ�\RX�GULQN�
the cup that I GULQN�RU�EH�EDSWL]HG�ZLWK�WKH�EDSWLVP�ZLWK�ZKLFK�,�DP�EDSWL]HG"´�



They said to him��³:H�FDQ�´�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�WKHP��³7KH�FXS�WKDW�, 
drink, you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be 
baptized; but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give but is for those for 
ZKRP�LW�KDV�EHHQ�SUHSDUHG�´�:KHQ�WKH�Wen heard this, they became indignant at 
James and -RKQ��-HVXV�VXPPRQHG�WKHP�DQG�VDLG�WR�WKHP��³<RX�NQRZ�WKDW�WKRVH�
who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their great ones make their authority over them felt. But it shall not be 
so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your 
servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For the 
Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a 
UDQVRP�IRU�PDQ\�´ 
It is truly right... (Or the Hirmos of the Feast): 
In you, O Woman Full of Grace, the angelic choirs and the human race - all 
creation - rejoices. O Sanctified Temple, Mystical Paradise, and Glory of Virgins! 
He, Who is our God from before all ages took flesh from you and became a child. 
He made your womb a throne, and greater than the heavens. In you, O Woman 
Full of Grace, all creation rejoices. All praise be to you! 
Communion Verse: Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the 
highest. The just man shall be in everlasting remembrance. An evil report he will 
not fear. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.                                          
                                            ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome! Our warmest greetings are extended once again to all visitors and 
guests who are participating in Divine Liturgy. It is always a joy to have you 
praying with us. After the service please do not hesitate to introduce yourself to 
Fr. Alexander and our parishioners and find out more about our faith and our 
parish. 
Sunday Coffee Hour! We invite everyone to come to the church hall for 
refreshment after the service, and we encourage you to participate by bringing 
pastries/sandwiches for coffee hour on Sunday. May God bless us all! 
Paska Bread Sale - Myroslava Tkhoryk will be making paska breads for sale 
again this year.  It will be available, at $10/paska, next  Sunday.  If you would like 
to preorder paska, please sign the sheet on the desk in the back (name, number 
of paskas, and contact number) to give Myroslava an idea of how many to bake. 
PRAY FOR UKRAINE! At this difficult time for Ukraine and for the whole world, I 
ask everyone to pray for peace and aversion of the war in Ukraine. May the All-
Merciful Lord God and the Blessed Virgin Mary accept our prayers and help us to 
resolve this difficult situation. 
Support your Church You may send your donations to PO Box 2735, 
Manassas VA 20108 YOUR OFFERINGS  
Collection:  Sincere thanks to all for your kindness and generosity to 
our Holy Church! 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER SCHEDULE 2022 
GREAT THURSDAY, APRIL 14 6:00PM  

- MATINS OF THE PASSION OF CHRIST  
(Reading of Twelve Gospels) 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 15   3:00PM  
- VESPERS & PROCESSION WITH THE HOLY SHROUD 

SUNDAY, APRIL 17, EASTER SUNDAY ± 
RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD                                                                                         

8:00AM - NADHROBNE. PROCESSION. 
RESURRECTION MATINS. 

DIVINE LITURGY - BLESSING OF EASTER BASKETS. 
 

 
 


