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DIVINE LITURGY SCHEDULE                                                                                                     April 24, 2022                                                         
Saturday, April 23, 2022   Thomas Sunday  
4:00PM ± For GRG¶s Blessings on Our Parishioners 
Sunday, May 01, 2022   Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearers 
4:00PM ± For GRG¶s Blessings on Our Parishioners 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++                                            

                        St. Thomas Sunday 
 Today we commemorate St. 
7KRPDV� WKH� $SRVWOH¶V�
declaration of faith in the 
Risen Christ as his Lord and 
God (see John 20:28). It is 
the 8th day after Pascha, and 
LV�FDOOHG�³7KRPDV�6XQGD\´�LQ�
memory of this event. From 
what we know in the 
Gospels, St. Thomas was a 
fisherman. There is a 
particular mention of him 
fishing in the Sea of Galilee 
(also called Tiberias) (see 
John 21:2-3). No doubt the 
Lord also called St. Thomas 

from the water to follow Him, as He did with Sts. Peter, John and the others. St. 
Thomas greatly loved Christ, and was devoted to Him. When the Lord 
announced to His Disciples that Lazarus had died, and that He had to go to 
Bethany on the outskirts of Jerusalem (where the Jews were conspiring to kill 
+LP���LW�ZDV�6W��7KRPDV�ZKR�VDLG�WR�WKH�RWKHUV��³/HW�XV�DOVR�JR��WKDW�ZH�PD\�GLH�
ZLWK�+LP´��-RKQ�������� 
He was a man who would not allow anything to stand in the way of what he had 
to do, which he would prove with his life. He was practical and guided by 
experience and reason, rather than emotion or sentiment. He was not satisfied 
with vague notions, but wanted direct answers. There are several incidents in the 
Gospels which illustrate this (see John 14:2-5). This is especially the case when 
Jesus made His appearance on the day of His Resurrection to the other Ten 



Disciples. St. Thomas was not there at the time. When he returned to their 
company, the others declared to him that they had seen the Lord and that He is 
risen. St. Thomas was not convinced, saying that he would not believe unless he 
sees Him and touches His wounds. 
Such skepticism from one of the Apostles may come as a surprise to us, but this 
doubt proved to be an act of dispensation by God, because it answers those who 
would dispute the divine nature of Christ. It is a rebuttal to the idea that somehow 
the Resurrection of Christ is a delusion or deception by those who were devoted 
to Him. The reality was much different, and it was not only St. Thomas who 
doubted. When the Myrrh-%HDUHUV� FDPH� DQG� DQQRXQFHG� WKH� /RUG¶V�
5HVVXUHFWLRQ��KRZ�ZDV�LW�UHFHLYHG"�³7KHLU�ZRUGV�VHHPHG�WR�WKHP�OLNH�LGOH�WDOHV��
and they did QRW�EHOLHYH�WKHP´��/XNH���������7KLV�LQLWLDO�VWUXJJOH�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH�
Risen Christ is an example for those in every age up to the present, who wrestle 
ZLWK�IDLWK��7KH�$SRVWOHV�GHFODUHG�&KULVW¶V�5HVXUUHFWLRQ�DIWHU�WKH\�KDG�VHHQ�+LP��
spoke to Him, and lived with Him for 40 days after His Resurrection²a 
confession of faith signed with their own blood! They were persecuted, 
imprisoned, tortured, exiled, and martyred precisely because they proclaimed the 
Risen Christ as true God. 
This was certainly the case for St. Thomas the Apostle. After his proclamation 
EHIRUH�-HVXV� �³0\�/RUG�DQG�P\�*RG´��DQG�HQOLJKWHQPHQW�E\� WKH�+RO\�6SLULW� RQ�
Pentecost, he dedicated his entire life to preaching the Gospel of the Risen Lord. 
This mission brought him to Persia and as far as India, where many people 
believed in Christ. His love for the sick and needy, combined with inspired 
teaching and amazing miracles, attracted many crowds. Among them was the 
Indian king Gundaphar and his wife. He continued this apostolic work into the 
years of the new king Misdeus, and the newly baptized included the queen Tertia 
and her children. This made the king furious, who then ordered that the Apostle 
RI�&KULVW�EH�H[HFXWHG��7KLV�ZDV�GRQH�LQ�WKH�\HDU����$'��ZKHQ�WKH�NLQJ¶V�VROGLHUV�
led St. Thomas to the mountains, where they pierced his body with their swords. 
This is how the Malabar Church in Southwestern India was established, which is 
known even today as the Church of St. Thomas the Apostle. 
Three hundred years later, in the year 357 AD, the relics of St. Thomas were 
brought to the Church of the Holy Apostles in Constantinople, to fulfill the desire 
of St. Constantine the Great to honor all of the Apostles in the capital city. 
My beloved brothers and sisters, after the declaration of St. Thomas, which we 
KHDUG�LQ�WKH�+RO\�*RVSHO��WKH�/RUG�UHSOLHG�WR�KLP��³%HFDXVH�\RX�KDYH�VHHQ�0H��
\RX�KDYH�EHOLHYHG��%OHVVHG�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�QRW�VHHQ�DQG�\HW�KDYH�EHOLHYHG´�
�-RKQ� �������� 0D\� ZH� EH� FRXQWHG� DPRQJ� WKRVH� ZKR� ³GR� QRW� VHH�� DQG� \HW�
EHOLHYH�´�0D\�ZH�DOVR�EH with those who not only believe in the Resurrection of 
Christ but, as St. Paul the Apostle writes, know Christ and the power that comes 
from His Resurrection, bringing a new spiritual life (see Philippians 3:10). 
  Source: pemptousia.com                         



                                 SUNDAY OF ST. THOMAS 
                                (Second Paschal Sunday) 
Christ is risen from the dead! By death He conquered Death, and to 
those in the graves He granted life. 
Christ is risen from the dead! By death He conquered Death, and to 
those in the graves He granted life. 
Christ is risen from the dead! By death He conquered Death, and to 
those in the graves He granted life. 
Troparion (7): Though the tomb had been sealed, from the tomb You 
arose, O Life and Christ our God. Though the door had been locked, 
You appeared among the disciples, O Resurrection of all; and thus 
You restored an upright spirit for us according to Your great mercy. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now 
and for ever and ever: Amen. 
Kontakion (8): Thomas placed his restless hand into Your life-giving 
side, O Christ our God; and since You entered, 
although the doors were locked, he cried to You with the other 
apostles: You are my Lord and my God. 
Prokimenon (3): Great is the Lord, mighty in power; to His wisdom 
there is no limit. 
Verse: Praise the Lord for He is good. Sing to our God for He is 
loving. To Him our praise is due. 
Prokimenon (3): Great is the Lord, mighty in power; to His wisdom 
there is no limit. 
Epistle: Reading of the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (Acts 5,12-20) 
In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people 
at the hands of the apostles. They were all together LQ�6RORPRQ¶V�
portico. None of the others dared to join them, but the people 
esteemed them. Yet more than ever, believers in the Lord, great 
numbers of men and women, were added to them. Thus they even 
carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and mats so 
that when Peter came by, at least his shadow might fall on one or 
another of them. A large number of people from the towns in the 
vicinity of Jerusalem also gathered, bringing the sick and 
those disturbed by unclean spirits, and they were all cured. Then the 
high priest rose up and all his companions, that is, 
the party of the Sadducees, and, filled with jealousy, laid hands upon 



the apostles and put them in the public jail. But during the night, the 
angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison, led them out, and 
VDLG��³*R�DQG�WDNH�\RXU�SODFH in the temple area, and tell the people 
HYHU\WKLQJ�DERXW�WKLV�OLIH�´ 
Alleluia Verses: Verse: Come, ring out your joy to the Lord; hail God 
Who is our Savior. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Verse: Let us come before Him, giving thanks; with songs let us hail 
the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Gospel: (Jn 20,19-31) On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and VWRRG�LQ�WKHLU�PLGVW�DQG�VDLG�WR�WKHP��³3HDFH�
EH�ZLWK�\RX�´�:KHQ�KH�KDG�VDLG�WKLV��KH�VKRZHG�WKHP�KLV 
hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
>-HVXV@�VDLG�WR�WKHP�DJDLQ��³3HDFH�EH�ZLWK�\RX��$V the Father has 
sent me, so I send yRX�´�$QG�ZKHQ�KH�KDG�VDLG�WKLV��KH�EUHDWKHG�RQ�
WKHP�DQG�VDLG�WR�WKHP��³5HFHLYH�WKH holy Spirit. Whose sins you 
IRUJLYH�DUH�IRUJLYHQ�WKHP��DQG�ZKRVH�VLQV�\RX�UHWDLQ�DUH�UHWDLQHG�´�
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 6R�WKH�RWKHU�GLVFLSOHV�VDLG�WR�KLP��³:H�KDYH�VHHQ 
WKH�/RUG�´�%XW�KH�VDLG�WR�WKHP��³8QOHVV�,�VHH�WKH�PDUN�RI�WKH�QDLOV�LQ�
his hands and put my finger into the nail marks and put my hand into 
KLV�VLGH��,�ZLOO�QRW�EHOLHYH�´�1RZ�D�ZHHN�ODWHU�KLV�GLVFLSOHV�ZHUe again 
inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, although the doors 
ZHUH�ORFNHG��DQG�VWRRG�LQ�WKHLU�PLGVW�DQG�VDLG��³3HDFH�EH�ZLWK�\RX�´�
Then he VDLG�WR�7KRPDV��³3XW�\RXU�ILQJHU�KHUH�DQG�VHH�P\�KDQGV��DQG�
bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but 
EHOLHYH�´�7KRPDV�DQVZHUHG�DQG�VDLG�WR�KLP��³0\�/RUG�DQG�P\�*RG�´�
-HVXV�VDLG�WR�KLP��³+DYH�\RX come to believe because you have seen 
PH"�%OHVVHG�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�QRW�VHHQ�DQG�KDYH�EHOLHYHG�´�1RZ�
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of [his] disciples that are 
not written in this book. But these are written that you may 
[come to] believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through this belief you may have life in his name. 
It is truly right... (Or the Hirmos of the Feast): 
The angel exclaimed to her, full of grace: Rejoice, O pure virgin, again 
I say: Rejoice! Your Son is risen from the grave on the third day and 
has raised the dead. Let all nations rejoice. 



Shine in splendor, O new Jerusalem! For the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon you. Sing with joy and rejoice, O Zion sing. And you, pure 
Mother of God, rejoice in the resurrection of your Son. 
Communion Verse: Glorify the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, 
O Zion. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Instead of Blessed is He Who Comes: Christ is risen from the dead! 
By death He conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted 
life.  
Instead of We have seen the true light: Christ is risen from the 
dead! By death He conquered Death, and to those in the graves He 
granted life.  
Instead of May our mouths be filled: Christ is risen from the dead! 
By death He conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted 
life. Christ is risen from the dead! By death He conquered Death, and 
to those in the graves He granted life. Christ is risen from the dead! By 
death He conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted life.  
Instead of Blessed be the name of the Lord: Christ is risen from the 
dead! By death He conquered Death, and to those in the graves He 
granted life. Christ is risen from the dead! By death He conquered 
Death, and to those in the graves He granted life. Christ is risen from 
the dead! By death He conquered Death, and to those in the graves 
He granted life.  
Instead of Glory and Now: Christ is risen from the dead! By death 
He conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted life. Lord, 
have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Give the blessing. 
                        
                                      ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome! Our warmest greetings are extended once again to all 
visitors and guests who are participating in Divine Liturgy. It is always 
a joy to have you praying with us. After the service please do not 
hesitate to introduce yourself to Fr. Alexander and our parishioners 
and find out more about our faith and parish. 
Sunday Coffee Hour! We invite everyone to come to the church hall 
for refreshment after the service, and we encourage you to participate 
by bringing pastries/sandwiches for coffee hour on Sunday. May God 
bless us all! 



Liturgical notes about the Paschal Season This period of great 
festivity and joy finds its liturgical expression in the following manner: 
 H�JUHDW�HDFK�RWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�3DVFKDO�VDOXWDWLRQ��³&KULVW�LV: ٳ
ULVHQ��,QGHHG�+H�LV�ULVHQ�´�IRU����GD\V��XQWil Ascension Day. 
 We do not kneel or make prostrations either at church ٳ
VHUYLFHV�RU�LQ�RXU�KRPHV�XQWLO�WKH�³.QHHOLQJ�3UD\HUV´�DW 
Pentecost. 
Mothers Day On Sunday, May 8, 2022, we will remember all of our 
Mothers at the 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy. There will be petitions 
for their health and continued blessings, and in memory for all our 
Mothers who have died, that the Lord God remembers them. The 
names of mothers and donors will be listed provided the envelopes 
are turned in to Fr. Alexander by May 1, 2022. 
Paschal Artos During Bright Week, the blessed bread, covered with 
an icon of the Resurrection, remains in the church for the whole Bright 
Week. NEXT Sunday this bread will be distributed after Liturgy at the 
Myrovanya. Take a piece home especially for those unable to be 
present today. Thanks to Myroslava Tkhoryk for baking this very 
special bread for our parish. 
PRAY FOR UKRAINE! At this difficult time for Ukraine and for the 
whole world, I ask everyone to pray for peace and aversion of the war 
in Ukraine. May the All-Merciful Lord God and the Blessed Virgin Mary 
accept our prayers and help us to resolve this difficult situation. 
Support your Church You may send your donations to PO Box 
2735, Manassas VA 20108 YOUR OFFERINGS Collection Easter 
Sunday April 17 - Sincere thanks to all for your 
kindness and generosity to our Holy Church! 
 


