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DIVINE LITURGY SCHEDULE                                                                                                     May 15, 2022                                                         
Sunday, May 15, 2022   Sunday of the Samaritan Woman 
8:00 AM Confession 8:30AM ± For GRG¶s Blessings on Our Parishioners & in particular for 
special intention of Cathy & Russ Carrolla from Martha & John Stine 
Sunday, May 22, 2022   Sunday of the Man Born Blind 
8:00 AM Confession 8:30AM ± For GRG¶s Blessings on Our Parishioners  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++                                            

 Sunday of the Samaritan Woman 
 Christ is Risen!  It is strangely appealing to define ourselves 
by our failures, especially when others know that we have 
stumbled and treat us poorly as a result.  As well, our own 
pride often causes us to lose perspective such that we 
obsess about how we do not measure up to whatever illusion 
of perfection we have accepted.  People are often their own 
harshest critics in ways that are not healthy at all. 
On this Sunday of the Samaritan Woman, we celebrate that 
RXU�/RUG¶V�JUHDW�YLFWRU\�RYHU�GHDWK�HQDEOHV�XV�WR�EH�IUHH�IURP�
defining ourselves by our sins or by how other people may 
view us.   He rises in glory not only over the tomb and 
Hades, but over all the distortions of the beauty of the human 
person created in His image and likeness. Today we 
commemorate that His salvation extends to our most painful 
failings and to the harsh judgments of others upon us. Even 
such difficult circumstances may become points of entry into 
the joy of the empty tomb. The woman at the well certainly 

knew what it was like to be defined by others as someone who did not measure up.  She was a 
Samaritan, and therefore rejected by the Jews as a heretic and a member of a despised group 
that had intermarried with Gentiles.  She herself had been married five times and was now with 
a man to whom she was not married, which may have been why she went to draw water at the 
unlikely time of high noon.  Perhaps she went to the well in the heat of the day in order to avoid 
the other Samaritan women who wanted nothing to do with someone like her. 
Imagine her surprise, then, when the Savior asked her for a drink of water and then engaged in 
a conversation about spiritual matters with her.  Jewish men simply did not strike up 
conversations with women in that time and place, and consuming food or drink from a 
Samaritan was out of the question.  +RZ�HYHQ�PRUH�VKRFNLQJ�LW�LV�WKDW�-HVXV�&KULVW¶V�
conversation with her is the longest recorded between Him and any one person in the four 
gospels.  He spoke straightforwardly to her and did not shy away from uncomfortable truths that 
hit her where she lived.  But instead of shutting down the conversation or running away in fear, 
this Samaritan woman told the people of her village about Christ.  As a result, many of her 
neighbors came to believe in the Lord. 



7KLV�6DPDULWDQ�ZRPDQ�LV�NQRZQ�LQ�WKH�&KXUFK�DV�6W��3KRWLQL��ZKLFK�PHDQV�³WKH�HQOLJKWHQHG�
RQH�´  7KURXJK�WKH�6DYLRU¶V�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�KHU��3KRWLQL�EHFDPH�DQ evangelist who boldly 
shared the good news, even to her Samaritan neighbors who were surely used to viewing her in 
anything but spiritual terms.  That took tremendous courage.  Photini was not only brave in 
preaching to them, but ultimately in responding to the persecution of the pagan Roman emperor 
1HUR��WR�ZKRP�VKH�VDLG�³2�PRVW�LPSLRXV�RI�WKH�EOLQG��\RX�SURIOLJDWH�DQG�VWXSLG�PDQ��'R�\RX�
think me so deluded that I would consent to renounce my Lord Christ and instead offer sacrifice 
to idols as blind as yoX"´  The Great Martyr Photini refused to back down and gave the ultimate 
ZLWQHVV�WR�&KULVW¶V�YLFWRU\�RYHU�GHDWK�E\�OD\LQJ�GRZQ�KHU�OLIH�IRU�+LP�  The Savior had set her 
free even from fear of the grave. 
Too many of us today flee in shame from uncomfortable truths, whether we encounter them in 
our own thoughts or in the opinions of others.  Too many of us define ourselves by our failings, 
weaknesses, and temptations.  7RR�PDQ\�RI�XV�DFFHSW�VRPH�XQUHDOLVWLF�FXOWXUDO�VWDQGDUG�RI�³WKH�
JRRG�OLIH´�DV�WKH�QRUP�ZH�must meet in order to be worthwhile.  Thank God, St. Photini the 
Great Martyr did none of that. In response to her shocking encounter with the Savior, she 
humbly acknowledged the truth about her brokenness; she did not react defensively or make 
excuses.  She did not end the conversation or run away in shame.  Instead, she was open to 
the healing of her soul, to the possibility of a new and restored life through the mercy of the 
Lord.  This was such a great blessing to her that she immediately shared the good news with 
the people of her village and refused to stop, even to the point of laying down her life. 
,Q�WKLV�MR\RXV�VHDVRQ�RI�3DVFKD��ZH�FHOHEUDWH�WKDW�&KULVW¶V�YLFWRU\�RYHU�GHDWK�GHOLYHUV�XV�IURP�
all the corrupting effects of sin, including our deeply ingrained habits of thought and action that 
distract us from facing the truth about ourselves.  By setting us free from bondage to the fear of 
death, our Risen Lord enables us to make even our most bitter failures points of entry into the 
new day of His eternal life.  He has conquered death, the wages of sin, which means that our 
sins now have only the power over us that we allow them to have.  When, like St. Photini, we 
acknowledge them straightforwardly and turn away from them, we participate personally in the 
good news of Pascha.  We rise from death to life as we enter into the joy of the empty tomb.  
But when we proudly refuse to confess or repent of our sins, we remain in slavery to our self-
centered illusions of perfection, to our sense of shame that we do not live up to the standards 
that we think we must meet in order to be worthwhile. 
In other words, we insist on being our own saviors.  But since we cannot conquer death or heal 
our own souls, that is nothing but foolish pride that keeps us bound to the fear of death, to the 
terror of realizing how weak we are before the challenges we encounter both within our own 
minds and in relation to others. Our failures and weaknesses are not good in and of themselves, 
but we put them to good use when we let them open our eyes to the truth of who we are, of 
where we stand before the Lord.  If we will use them as ways to humble ourselves without 
making excuses or otherwise blinding ourselves to what they reveal about us, then we will put 
ourselves in the blessed place of St. Photini, who was thirsty for strength and healing that she 
NQHZ�VKH�FRXOG�QRW�JLYH�KHUVHOI��IRU�³D�VSULQJ�RI�ZDWHU�ZHOOLQJ�XS�WR�HWHUQDO�OLIH´�IURP�WKH�GHSWKV�
of her soul. Like her, we must refuse to be paralyzed by guilt and shame before others and in 
our own minds.  Then we will take our attention off whether we measure up to some self-
imposed standard and instead focus on receiving the healing mercy of Jesus Christ.  No matter 
what we have done, no matter how distorted and corrupt any dimension of our life may be, no 
matter how anyone else treats or views us, Christ is able to raise us up with Him from death to 
life.  That is not only a future promise, but a present reality.  He rose in glory with His wounds 
still visible, and no wound that we or others have inflicted puts us beyond the good news of His 
resurrection.  In this glorious season of Pascha, let us all become like the Great Martyr Photini 
by embracing enthusiastically the new life that the Savior has brought to the world, for Christ is 
Risen! 
  Source: ancientfaith.com                         



                                          SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMEN 
                                                (Fifth Paschal Sunday) 
Christ is risen from the dead! By death He conquered Death, and to those in the 
graves He granted life. (3) 
Troparion and Kontakion: Troparion (4): When the disciples of the Lord 
learned from the angel the glorious news of the resurrection and cast off the 
ancestral condemnation, they proudly told the apostles: Death has been 
plundered! Christ our God is risen, granting to the world great mercy. 
Troparion (8): When the Paschal Feast is half completed, quench my thirsty soul 
with the waters of devotion; for You, O Savior, have announced to all: Let him 
who is thirsty come to Me and drink. O Christ our God, Source of our life, glory 
be to You! 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Kontakion (8): 
When the Samaritan woman came to the well with faith, she beheld You, O 
Water of Wisdom. You allowed her to drink in abundance and glorified her 
eternally, for she inherited the heavenly kingdom.  
Now and for ever and ever: Amen. Kontakion (4): O Christ God, Creator and 
Lord of all, when the Paschal Feast was half completed, You told those present: 
Come and draw the water of immortality. Let us, therefore, adore You and cry out 
with faith: Grant us Your goodness, for You are the Source of our Life! 
Prokimenon (4): How great are Your works, O Lord; You have made all things in 
wisdom. Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul; O Lord my God, You are exceedingly 
great. 
Prokimenon (4): How great are Your works, O Lord; You have made all things in 
wisdom. 
Epistle: Reading of the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (Acts 11,19-26;29-30) 
In those days, those who had been scattered by the persecution that arose 
because of Stephen went as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching 
the word to no one but Jews. There were some Cypriots and Cyrenians among 
them, however, who came to Antioch and began to speak to the Greeks as well, 
proclaiming the Lord Jesus. The hand of the Lord was with them and a great 
number who believed turned to the Lord. The news about them reached the ears 
of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas [to go] to Antioch. When he 
arrived and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced and encouraged them all to remain 
faithful to the Lord in firmness of heart, for he was a good man, filled with the holy 
Spirit and faith. And a large number of people was added to the Lord. Then he 
went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found 
him he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and 
taught a large number of people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first 
called Christians. So the disciples determined that, according to ability, each 
should send relief to the brothers who lived in Judea. This they did, sending it to 
the presbyters in care of Barnabas and Saul. 
Alleluia Verses: Verse (4): Poise yourself and advance in triumph and reign in 



the cause of truth, and meekness, and justice. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Verse (4): You have loved justice and hated iniquity. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Gospel: (Jn 4,5-42) At that time, Jesus came to a town of Samaria called 
Sychar, near the plot of land that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob's well 
was there. Jesus, tired from his journey, sat down there at the well. It was about 
noon. A woman of Samaria FDPH�WR�GUDZ�ZDWHU��-HVXV�VDLG�WR�KHU��³*LYH�PH�D�
GULQN�´�+LV�GLVFLSOHV�KDG�JRQH�LQWR�WKH�WRZQ�WR�EX\�IRRG��7KH�6DPDULWDQ woman 
VDLG�WR�KLP��³+RZ�FDQ�\RX��D�-HZ��DVN�PH��D�6DPDULWDQ�ZRPDQ��IRU�D�GULQN"´��)RU�
Jews use nothing in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered and said to her, 
³,I�\RX�NQHZ�WKH�JLIW�RI�*RG�DQG�ZKR�LV�VD\LQJ�WR�\RX��µ*LYH�PH�D�GULQN�¶�\RX 
ZRXOG�KDYH�DVNHG�KLP�DQG�KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�JLYHQ�\RX�OLYLQJ�ZDWHU�´�>7KH�ZRPDn] 
VDLG�WR�KLP��³6LU��\RX�GR�QRW�HYHQ�KDYH�D bucket and the cistern is deep; where 
then can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who 
gave us WKLV�FLVWHUQ�DQG�GUDQN�IURP�LW�KLPVHOI�ZLWK�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�KLV�IORFNV"´�
Jesus answerHG�DQG�VDLG�WR�KHU��³(YHU\RQH�ZKR drinks this water will be thirsty 
again; but whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall 
give will EHFRPH�LQ�KLP�D�VSULQJ�RI�ZDWHU�ZHOOLQJ�XS�WR�HWHUQDO�OLIH�´�7KH�ZRPDQ�
VDLG�WR�KLP��³6LU��JLve me this water, so that I may not be thirsty or have to keep 
FRPLQJ�KHUH�WR�GUDZ�ZDWHU�´ -HVXV�VDLG�WR�KHU��³*R�FDOO�\RXU�KXVEDQG�DQG�FRPH�
EDFN�´�7KH�ZRPDQ�DQVZHUHG�DQG�VDLG�WR�KLP��³,�GR�QRW�KDYH�D�KXVEDQG�´ Jesus 
DQVZHUHG�KHU��³<RX�DUH�ULJKW�LQ�VD\LQJ� µ,�GR�QRW�KDYH�D�KXVEDQG�¶�)RU�\RX�KDYH�
had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you 
KDYH�VDLG�LV�WUXH�´�7KH�ZRPDQ�VDLG�WR�KLP��³6LU��,�FDQ�VHH�WKDW�\RX�DUH�D�SURSKHW� 
Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain; but you people say that the place to 
ZRUVKLS�LV�LQ�-HUXVDOHP�´�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�KHU� ³%HOLHYH�PH��ZRPHQ��WKH�KRXU�LV�
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. You people worship what you do not understand; we worship what 
we understand, because salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and 
is now here, when true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth; and 
indeed the Father seeks such people to worship him. God is Spirit, and those 
ZKR�ZRUVKLS�KLP�PXVW�ZRUVKLS�LQ�6SLULW�DQG�WUXWK�´�7KH�ZRPDQ VDLG�WR�KLP��³,�
know that the Messiah is coming, the one called the Anointed; when he comes, 
KH�ZLOO�WHOO�XV�HYHU\WKLQJ�´ -HVXV�VDLG�WR�KHU��³,�DP�KH��WKH�RQH�ZKR�LV�speaking 
ZLWK�\RX�´ 
At that moment his disciples returned, and were amazed that he was talking with 
D�ZRPDQ��EXW�VWLOO�QR�RQH�VDLG��³:KDW�DUH \RX�ORRNLQJ�IRU"´�RU�³:K\�DUH�\RX�
WDONLQJ�ZLWK�KHU"´�7KH�ZRPDQ�OHIW�KHU�ZDWHU�MDU�DQG�ZHQW�LQWR�WKH�WRZQ�DQG�VDLG�to 
the SHRSOH��³&RPH�VHH�D�PDQ�ZKR�WROG�PH�HYHU\WKLQJ�,�KDYH�GRQH��&RXOG�KH�
SRVVLEO\�EH�WKH�0HVVLDK"´�7KH\�ZHQW�RXW�RI�WKH town and came to him. 
0HDQZKLOH��WKH�GLVFLSOHV�XUJHG�KLP��³5DEEL��HDW�´�%XW�KH�VDLG�WR�WKHP��³,�KDYH�
food to eat of which you do not NQRZ�´�6R�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�VDLG�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU��
³&RXOG�VRPHRQH�KDYH�EURXJKW�KLP�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�HDW"´�-HVXV�VDLG�WR WKHP��³0\�
food is to do the will of the one who sent me and to finish his work. Do you not 



VD\��µ,Q�IRXU�PRQWKV�WKH�KDUYHVW ZLOO�EH�KHUH"¶�,�WHOO�you, look up and see the fields 
ripe for the harvest. The reaper is already receiving his payment and 
gathering crops for eternal life, so that the sower and reaper can rejoice together. 
)RU�KHUH�WKH�VD\LQJ�LV�YHULILHG�WKDW�µ2QH VRZV�DQG�DQRWKHU�UHDSV�¶�,�sent you to 
reap what you have not worked for; others have done the work, and you are 
sharing WKH�IUXLWV�RI�WKHLU�ZRUN�´ Many of the Samaritans of that town began to 
EHOLHYH�LQ�KLP�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ZRUG�RI�WKH�ZRPDQ�ZKR�WHVWLILHG��³+H�WROG�PH 
everything I haYH�GRQH�´�:KHQ�WKH�6DPDULWDQV�FDPH�WR�KLP��WKH\�LQYLWHG�KLP�WR�
stay with them; and he stayed there two days. Many more began to believe in 
KLP�EHFDXVH�RI�KLV�ZRUG��DQG�WKH\�VDLG�WR�WKH�ZRPDQ��³:H�QR�ORQJHU�EHOLHYH�
because of your word; for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is 
truly the savior of the world.  
´It is truly right... (Or the Hirmos of the Feast): The angel exclaimed to her, full 
of grace: Rejoice, O pure virgin, again I say: Rejoice! Your Son is risen from the 
grave on the third day and has raised the dead. Let all nations rejoice. Shine in 
splendor, O new Jerusalem! For the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. Sing with 
joy and rejoice, O Zion sing. And you, pure Mother of God, rejoice in the 
resurrection of your Son. 
Communion Verse: Receive the Body of Christ! Drink the Source of immortality. 
Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the highest. Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia. 
Instead of Blessed is He Who Comes: Christ is risen from the dead! By death 
He conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted life.  
Instead of We have seen the true light: Christ is risen from the dead! By death 
He conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted life.  
Instead of May our mouths be filled: Christ is risen from the dead! By death He 
conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted life. Christ is risen from 
the dead! By death He conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted 
life. Christ is risen from the dead! By death He conquered Death, and to those in 
the graves He granted life.  
Instead of Blessed be the name of the Lord: Christ is risen from the dead! By 
death He conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted life. Christ is 
risen from the dead! By death He conquered Death, and to those in the graves 
He granted life. Christ is risen from the dead! By death He conquered Death, and 
to those in the graves He granted life.  
Instead of Glory and Now: Christ is risen from the dead! By death He 
conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted life. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Give the blessing. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Support your Church You may send your donations to PO Box 2735, Manassas 
VA 20108 YOUR OFFERINGS May 8 - Sincere thanks to all for your 
kindness and generosity to our Holy Church!                  


