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                Sunday of the Man Born Blind 
  Christ is Risen!  Seeing is believing.  There 
are many things in life that we will not accept 
unless we see them with our own eyes.  And 
there are some things that we have to learn 
how to see because they are not obvious to the 
untrained eye.  It often takes experience to see 
something rightly, to understand its true 
significance.  If that is true in everyday life, it is 
all the more the case in how we know God. 
We began our celebration of Pascha several 
weeks ago when we saw the light of a flame in 
the darkness of midnight.  Until the brilliant light 
RI�WKH�6DYLRU¶V�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��KXPDQLW\�ZDQGHUHG�
in spiritual blindness as a result of being 
enslaved to corruption.  ³7KH�ZDJHV�RI�VLQ�LV�
GHDWK�´�DQG�WKH�GDUNQHVV�RI�WKH�WRPE�KDG�
reigned supreme since the fall of Adam and 

Eve.  /LNH�WKH�PDQ�ERUQ�EOLQG�LQ�WRGD\¶V�JRVSHO�UHDGLQJ��RXU�FDSDFLW\�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�EOHVVHG�
holiness for which we were created was grossly deformed.   Enslaved to the fear of death and cast 
out of Paradise, we were all held prisoner by the darkness of the tomb which extended to the depths 
of our souls. In sharp contrast to that darkness, we celebrate in this glorious season of Pascha that 
the light of Christ shines even from the grave and extends to the darkest dimensions of our lives and 
relationships.  To be radiant with the light of the resurrection is what it means to know God.  To know 
Him is not merely to have religious ideas or emotions about Him, but truly to share by grace in the 
life of the Holy Trinity.  It is to have the eyes of our souls cleansed, to have our minds illumined such 
that we move from darkness to light.  The change is certainly not in our Lord, but in us who rise with 
Him from death to life, from the dark night of sin to the brilliant light of holiness. 
This great blessing is not something that we give ourselves, but which our Lord has made possible 
as the God-Man Who unites divinity and humanity in Himself.  That is how He heals us, personally 
taking upon Himself all the consequences of our corruption, even to the point of death, in order to 
conquer them through His resurrection.  He brings every dimension and capability of the human 
person into His divine life, making us radiant with the holy glory that we share by grace.  That is what 
it means to be truly human in His image and likeness. 
When Christ spat on the ground and made clay to anoint the eyes of the blind man, He gave us a 
sign of how He restored us through His Incarnation, His entry into our world of flesh and blood, 



which was necessary for our healing.  7KH�EOLQG�PDQ¶V�VLJKW�ZDV�UHVWRUHG�ZKHQ�KH�REH\HG�&KULVW¶V�
command to wash in water, which is a sign of how He illumines us in baptism.  Of course, we are 
baptL]HG�LQWR�WKH�/RUG¶V�GHDWK�LQ�RUGHU�WR�ULVH�XS�ZLWK�+LP�LQWR�D�OLIH�RI�KROLQHVV� 
Our spiritual sight is not restored by denying our bodily limitations or the reality of the physical 
struggles that we face, whether illness, poverty, or anything else.  Instead, our Risen Lord heals our 
souls when we offer ourselves fully to Him in obedience.  7KH�EOLQG�PDQ�LQ�WRGD\¶V�JRVSHO�OHVVRQ�GLG�
what the Lord told to Him to do, walking to the pool of Siloam and washing off the clay from His 
eyes.  +H�KDG�WR�REH\�&KULVW¶s command by doing something that involved his whole person.  That is 
how he overcame the blindness with which he had been born. Even though he thought of the Lord 
as only a prophet at that point, the man quickly professed faith in Him when the Lord told him His 
true identity.  $V�&KULVW�VDLG�RI�+LPVHOI�DV�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�WR�WKH�PDQ��³<RX�KDYH�VHHQ�+LP��DQG�LW�LV�
+H�ZKR�VSHDNV�WR�\RX�´ 
As Orthodox Christians, we routinely make bold claims about seeing the true light and beholding the 
resurrection of Christ.  We employ the sense of sight in the worship of God with icons, crosses, 
candles, vestments, and in many other ways.  We put on Christ like a garment in baptism and are 
filled personally with the Holy Spirit in chrismation.  :H�UHFHLYH�RXU�/RUG¶V�%RG\�DQG�Blood in Holy 
Communion, as we participate already in the Heavenly Banquet.  He is the Bridegroom and, as His 
Church, we are His Bride and members of His own Body.  We do not think of Him as only a prophet 
or a righteous man, but know that He is truly the Son of God.  There is no question, then, that He 
has restored our sight, giving us all the ability to embrace Him from the depths of our souls.  He has 
done for us what we could never do simply by ourselves, even as someone born blind could never 
give himself sight. 
Imagine how great our responsibility is, then, to open the eyes of our souls as fully as possible to the 
light of Christ.  For as He is infinitely holy, there is no upward limit to the holiness to which He calls 
us.  Even as the healing of our bodies is a process that requires our cooperation and effort, the 
same is true with the healing of our souls.  The blind man had to exercise what little faith he had at 
ILUVW�E\�REH\LQJ�&KULVW¶V�FRPPDQG�   That was how he put himself in the place to receive such a 
miraculous blessing.  And though we do not know the rest of his story, that was surely only the 
beginning of his journey.  He had to live as one whose eyes had been opened by the mercy of the 
Lord. If we are truly to enter into the holy joy of Pascha, we must follow the example of the man born 
blind.  Our spiritual vision remains far from perfect, but our Risen Lord has given us all that we need 
to become radiant with His brilliant and holy light.  That happens when we know and experience Him 
from the depths of our souls, which requires offering ourselves to Him through humble obedience in 
our daily lives. That means joining ourselves to His great victory over death by opening even the 
darkest and most difficult areas of our personalities and relationships to His healing light.  There is 
no way to do that without living as our Lord taught, which means turning away from all that obscures 
His light in us, from all that keeps us captive to the darkened ways of sin and corruption that we find 
so appealing. 
As we prepare to move from Pascha to the Ascension, let us discern where we persist in darkness 
and what we need to do in order to obey our Lord more faithfully as we rise with Him from the grave 
to the heights of heavenly glory.  Let us grow in our personal participation by grace in the life of 
Christ by living daily as those who have beheld the glory of His resurrection and who have seen the 
true light.  The Savior has already done the miraculous for us by conquering death.   Now it is our 
responsibility to respond faithfully as we open ourselves to the Light Who shines so brightly that He 
overcomes even the darkest tomb.  And as hard as it is to believe, He will illumine even the darkest 
and most corrupt dimension of our lives, if we will only offer ourselves to Him in humble, trusting 
obedience each day. 
The good news of Pascha is not confined to a season of the year, but is always the fundamental 
truth of our life in Christ.  Now we must live as those who have been blessed to behold the glory of 
the resurrection.  Now we must remove every obstacle to embracing personally the brilliant, radiant 
light of the empty tomb.  Now we must live with all the holy joy of a man born blind who can finally 
see the light.  That is what it means to know God and to be truly human in His image and likeness, 
for Christ is Risen!   Source: ancientfaith.com                         



                                          SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND 
                                                   (Sixth Paschal Sunday)  
Christ is risen from the dead! By death He conquered Death, and to those in the 
graves He granted life. (3) 
Troparion (5): Let us the faithful acclaim and worship the Word, co-eternal with 
the Father and the Spirit, and born of the Virgin for our salvation. For He willed to 
be lifted up on the cross in the flesh, to suffer death and to raise the dead by His 
glorious resurrection. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Kontakion (5): 
With eyes that are spiritually blind, I come to You, O Christ; and like the man who 
was blind since birth, I cry out to You with repentance: You are a shining Light to 
those who are in darkness. 
Now and for ever and ever: Amen. Kontakion (8): Although You descended 
into the grave, O Immortal One, You destroyed the power of Death. You arose 
again as a victor, O Christ God. You announced to the women bearing ointment: 
Rejoice! You gave peace to Your apostles and resurrection to the fallen. 
Prokimenon (8): Make vows to the Lord your God, and fulfill them. 
Verse: God is made known in Judah; in Israel His name is great. 
Prokimenon (8): Make vows to the Lord your God, and fulfill them. 
Epistle: Reading of the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (Acts 16,16-34) 
In those days, as the apostles were going to the place of prayer, they met a slave 
girl with an oracular spirit, who used to bring a large profit to her owners through 
her fortune-telling. She began to fROORZ�3DXO�DQG�XV��VKRXWLQJ��³7KHVH�SHRSOH�DUH 
VODYHV�RI�WKH�0RVW�+LJK�*RG��ZKR�SURFODLP�WR�\RX�D�ZD\�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�´�6KH�GLG�
this for many days. Paul became annoyed, WXUQHG��DQG�VDLG�WR�WKH�VSLULW��³,�
command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of KHU�´�7KHQ�LW�FDPH�RXW�
at that moment. When her owners saw that their hope of profit was gone, they 
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them to the public square before the local 
DXWKRULWLHV��7KH\�EURXJKW�WKHP�EHIRUH�WKH�PDJLVWUDWHV�DQG�VDLG��³7KHVH�SHRSOH�
are Jews and are disturbing our city and are advocating customs that are not 
ODZIXO�IRU�XV�5RPDQV�WR�DGRSW�RU�SUDFWLFH�´�7KH�FURZG�MRLQHG�LQ the attack on 
them, and the magistrates had them stripped and ordered them to be beaten with 
rods. After inflicting many blows on them, they threw them into prison and 
instructed the jailer to guard them securely. When he received these 
instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and secured their feet to a stake. 
About midnight, while Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God as 
the prisoners listened, there was suddenly such a severe earthquake that the 
foundations of the jail shook; all the doors flew open, and the chains of all pulled 
loose. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew 
[his] sword and was about to kill himself, thinking that the prisoners had escaped. 
%XW�3DXO�VKRXWHG�RXW�LQ�D�ORXG�YRLFH��³'R�QR�KDUP WR�\RXUVHOI��ZH�DUH�DOO�KHUH�´�
He asked for a light and rushed in and, trembling with fear, he fell down before 
3DXO�DQG�6LODV��7KHQ�KH�EURXJKW�WKHP�RXW�DQG�VDLG��³6LUV� 



ZKDW�PXVW�,�GR�WR�EH�VDYHG"´�$QG�WKH\�VDLG��³%HOLHYH�LQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�DQG�\RX�
and yoXU�KRXVHKROG�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG�´�6R�WKH\ spoke the word of the Lord to him 
and to everyone in his house. He took them in at that hour of the night and 
bathed their wounds; then he and all his family were baptized at once. He 
brought them up into his house and provided a meal and with his household 
rejoiced at having come to faith in God. 
Alleluia Verses: Verse: Turn to me in pity as You turn to those who love Your 
name. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Verse: Guide my footsteps according to Your 
promise, and let no iniquity rule over me. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Gospel: (Jn 9,1-38) At that time, as Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind 
IURP�ELUWK��+LV�GLVFLSOHV�DVNHG�KLP��³5DEEL��ZKR�VLQQHG��WKLV�PDQ or his parents, 
WKDW�KH�ZDV�ERUQ�EOLQG"´�-HVXV�DQVZHUHG��³1HLWKHU�KH�QRU�KLV�SDUHQWV�VLQQHG��LW�LV�
so that the works of God might be made visible through him. We have to do the 
works of the one who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can 
work. While I am in the world, I am the light if the world�´�:KHQ�KH�KDG�VDLG�WKLV��
he spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, and smeared the clay on 
KLV�H\HV��DQG�VDLG�WR�KLP��³*R�ZDVK�LQ�WKH�3RRO�RI�6LORDP´��ZKLFK�PHDQV 
Sent). So he went and washed, and came back able to see. His neighbors and 
those who had seen him earlier as a beggar VDLG��³,VQ
W�WKLV�WKH�RQH�ZKR�XVHG�WR�
VLW�DQG�EHJ"´�6RPH�VDLG��³,W�LV�´�EXW�RWKHUV�VDLG��³1R��KH�MXVW�ORRNV�OLNH�KLP�´�+H�
VDLG��³, DP�´�6R�WKH\�VDLG�WR�KLP��³>6R@�KRZ�ZHUH�\RXU�H\HV�RSHQHG"´�+H�UHSOLHG��
³7KH�PDQ�FDOOHG�Jesus made clay and anointed my H\HV�DQG�WROG�PH��µ*R�WR�
6LORDP�DQG�ZDVK�¶�6R�,�ZHQW�WKHUH�DQG�ZDVKHG�DQG�ZDV�DEOH�WR�VHH�´�$QG�WKH\�
VDLG�WR�KLP��³:KHUH LV�KH"´�+H�VDLG��³,�GRQ
W�NQRZ�´ They brought the one who 
was once blind to the Pharisees. Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes 
on a sabbath. So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. He 
VDLG�WR�WKHP��³+H�SXW�FOD\�RQ�P\�H\HV��DQG�,�ZDVKHG��DQG�QRZ ,�FDQ�VHH�´�6R�
VRPH�RI�WKH�3KDULVHHV�VDLG��³7KLV�PDQ�LV�QRW�IURP�*RG��EHFDXVH�KH�GRHV not 
NHHS�WKH�VDEEDWK�´�>%XW@�RWKHUV VDLG��³+RZ�FDQ�D�VLQIXO�PDQ�GR�VXFK�VLJQV"´�$QG�
there was a division among them. So they said to the blind man again, 
³:KDW�GR�\RX�KDYH�WR�VD\�DERXW�KLP��VLQFH�KH�RSHQHG�\RXU�H\HV"´�+H�VDLG��³+H�
LV�D�SURSKHW�´�1RZ�WKH�-ews did not believe that he had been blind and gained 
his sight until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight. 
They asked WKHP��³,V�WKLV�\RXU�VRQ��ZKR�\RX�VD\�ZDV�ERUQ�EOLQG"�+RZ�GRHV�KH�
QRZ�VHH"´�+LV�SDUHQWV�DQVZHUHG�DQG�VDLG��³:H�NQow that 
this is our son and that he was born blind. We do not know how he sees now, nor 
do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for 
KLPVHOI�´�+LV�SDUHQWV�VDLG�WKLV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUH�DIUDLG�RI�WKH�-HZV��IRU�WKH�-HZV�
had already agreed that if anyone acknowledged him as the Messiah, he would 
be expelled from the synagogue. For this reason KLV�SDUHQWV�VDLG��³+H�LV�RI�DJH��
TXHVWLRQ�KLP�´ So a second time they called the man who had been blind and 
VDLG�WR�KLP��³*LYH�*RG�WKH�SUDLVH��:H know that this man is a VLQQHU�´�+H�UHSOLHG��



³,I�KH�LV�D�VLQQHU��,�GR�QRW�NQRZ��2QH�WKLQJ�,�GR�NQRZ�LV�WKDW�,�ZDV�EOLQG�DQG�QRZ�,�
VHH�´�6R�WKH\�VDLG�WR KLP��³:KDW�GLG�KH�GR�WR�\RX"�+RZ�GLG�KH�RSHQ�\RXU�H\HV"´�
+H�DQVZHUHG�WKHP��³,�WROG�\RX�DOUHDG\�DQG�\RX�did not listen. 
:K\�GR�\RX�ZDQW�WR�KHDU�LW�DJDLQ"�'R�\RX�ZDQW�WR�EHFRPH�KLV�GLVFLSOHV��WRR"´�
7KH\�ULGLFXOHG�KLP�DQG�VDLG��³<RX�DUH�WKDW man's disciple; we are disciples of 
Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do not know where this one is 
IURP�´ 7KH�PDQ�DQVZHUHG�DQG�VDLG�WR�WKHP��³7KLV�LV�ZKDW�LV�VR�DPD]LQJ��WKDW�\RX�
do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does 
not listen to sinners, but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him. It is 
unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man 
were not from God, he would not be able to do DQ\WKLQJ�´�7KH\�DQVZHUHG�DQG�
VDLG�WR�KLP��³<RX�ZHUH�ERUQ�WRWDOO\�LQ�VLQ��DQG�DUH�\RX�WU\LQJ�WR�WHDFK�XV"´�7KHQ�
they threw him out. When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found 
KLP�DQG�VDLG��³'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH�6RQ�RI�0DQ"´�+H DQVZHUHG�DQG�VDLG��³:KR�
LV�KH��VLU��WKDW�,�PD\�EHOLHYH�LQ�KLP"´�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�KLP��³<RX�KDYH�VHHQ�KLP�DQG�
the one speaking with you is he.´�+H�VDLG��³,�GR�EHOLHYH��/RUG�´�DQG�KH�ZRUVKLSHG�
him. 
It is truly right... (Or the Hirmos of the Feast): The angel exclaimed to her, full of 
grace: Rejoice, O pure virgin, again I say: Rejoice! Your Son is risen from the 
grave on the third day and has raised the dead. Let all nations rejoice. 
Shine in splendor, O new Jerusalem! For the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 
Sing with joy and rejoice, O Zion sing. And you, pure Mother of God, rejoice in 
the resurrection of your Son.  
Communion Verse: Receive the Body of Christ! Drink the Source of immortality. 
Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the highest. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia Instead of Blessed is He Who Comes: Christ is 
risen from the dead! By death He conquered Death, and to those in the graves 
He granted life.  
Instead of We have seen the true light: Christ is risen from the dead! By death 
He conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted life.  
Instead of May our mouths be filled: Christ is risen from the dead! By death He 
conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted life. (3) 
Instead of Blessed be the name of the Lord: Christ is risen from the dead! By 
death He conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted life. (3) 
Instead of Glory and Now: Christ is risen from the dead! By death He 
conquered Death, and to those in the graves He granted life. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Give the blessing. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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