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December 19, 2021  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Check out Fr. Ignatius Message – Fourth 

Sunday of Advent – Love, see page 4-6 

Love is the greatest! Show someone you care for 

them today! Pick up a Friendship prayer card 

with an envelope at the gathering area.  

Christmas & New Year’s Mass times:  

❖ Pre-registration required starting: 

December 24, 2021, to January 2, 2022.  

❖ Space Limited to 150. 

❖ Pre-registration is mandatory. If you are 

feeling unwell and have registered, please let us 

know as soon as possible. Stay well!  
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** Both Christmas Eve, December 24 masses - 5:00 pm & 8:00 pm will be live-

streamed. Please ensure we have your must current email to send you the link.  

**If you are attending the 5:00 pm (Children’s Christmas Eve mass), please plan to 

arrive early.  All COVID protocols will be followed.  

A pre-recorded prelude music will start at 4:40 pm followed by a short program (4-5 

min) nativity scene of the children to open our Christmas Eve celebration at 5:00 pm 

sharp.  Thank you to the children and their families who have participated in our 

advent celebration and preparations this December. Download Advent coloring 

pages from our website and submit this Sunday, December 19.  

Reminder:  All children participating for the short Nativity scene, please arrive 

in costume in time for Rehearsal this Sunday, December 19, 2021 at 2:00 pm.   

**Due to the popularity of the 5:00 pm mass on Dec. 24, parishioners are invited to 

consider, joining us Dec. 24 at 8:00 pm or other mass times or join us virtually.  

Friday, December 24   5:00 pm** (Kids Family Mass) & 8:00 pm ** 

Saturday, December 25  10:00 am, NO 5:00 pm mass  

Sunday, December 26   9:00 am and 11:00 am  

Friday, December 31   5:00 pm  
Saturday, Jan 1   10:00 am & 5:00 pm mass 
Sunday, Jan. 2    9:00 am and 11:00 am  

 

Becoming a Member at St. Gerard’s  

Registrations forms are available at the Narthex area or online. PINK donation 

envelopes are located at the pews. *Sign up via our website to receive our weekly 

newsletter and parish life updates. Limited copies of newsletter are available at 

the Gathering area hospitality table.  

 

This December, someone from our parish will be connecting with you to assist 

us in updating our parish database. Please bear with us 

as we try to serve you better as a community. Thank you to 

all volunteers in making this task possible. 

Has your information Changed? Do you give direct deposit 

donation, and your credit card number has changed? Does 

your credit cards expiry date need to be updated? If any of 

these apply to you, please call the office at 403-253-2251 

and let us know your new information. 
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2022 Envelopes available in the Narthex  
NOTE: Your number may have changed for 
2022 as a number of parisihioners are supporting 
us through electronic donations. Thank you for 
supporting this initiative.   

Any corrections call/ email the office.  
 

If donating electronically, use one of the following envelopes for Special Offerings 

(i.e., Christmas Offering etc.):  

- Pink donation envelopes (found in pew) 

- White Special Offering envelopes (found in the Narthex, hospitality desk) 

- E-transfer to frontdesk.admin@stgerards.ca  

Please specify event (i.e., Christmas Offering) on envelope or message. Also, include 

Name and Address to get credited accordingly for tax purposes.  

Giving/ Donations   
Yellow envelopes now available in the pews for donations towards our ALTAR 
flowers just in time for Christmas and other events in our parish. Thank you for your 
support and generosity.   
 
Has your information Changed? Do you give direct donation, and your credit card 
number has changed? Does your credit cards expiry date need to be updated? 
Contact the office at 403-253-2251.  
 

St. Gerard’s TIA Goal is $25,336.00  

Our Weekly Financial Pulse:  

Collections Last Week– $11,203.03  

(= the sum of TIA Donations plus 

General donations) 

Weekly Break Even -       $7,390.00  

(= Budgeted Expenses -$374,000 plus 

TIA target of $25,336 / 54 weeks) 

OVER – $3,633.03 

 

 

mailto:frontdesk.admin@stgerards.ca
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Advent-4 

 

 

 

Dear friends,  

We are getting so close to Christmas and everyone’s excited! This Sunday 

starts the fourth week of Advent. We will light the fourth candle- the candle of 

Love.  

Love is what Christmas is all about.  "For God so loved the world, that He 

gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish, but have eternal life. "For God did not send the Son into the world 

to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. John 

3:16 
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 St. Augustine said, “God loves each of us as if there was only one of us to love.” 

 We cannot be Christians without love: love for God and love for each other: 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 

has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not 

know God, because God is love.” (1 John 4:7-8). 

I came across this moving story and wanted to share it with you at this time:  

Two Babies In A Manger 

In 1994, two Americans answered an invitation from the Russian Department of 

Education to teach morals and ethics (based on biblical principles) in the public 

schools. They were invited to teach at a large orphanage. About 100 boys and girls 

who had been abandoned, abused, and left in the care of a government-run program 

were in the orphanage. They relate the following story in their own words: 

It was nearing the holiday season, 1994, time for our orphans to hear, for the first 

time, the traditional story of Christmas. We told them about Mary and Joseph 

arriving in Bethlehem. Finding no room in the inn, they went to a stable, where the 

baby Jesus was born and placed in a manger. Throughout the story, the children 

and orphanage staff sat in amazement as they listened.  

Completing the story, we gave the children many things to build their own manger. 

The orphans were busy assembling their manger as I walked among them to see if 

they needed any help. All went well until I got to one table where little Misha sat. 

He looked to be about 6 years old and had finished his project. As I looked at the 

little boy’s manger, I was startled to see not one, but two babies in the manger. 

Quickly, I called for the translator to ask the lad why there were two babies in the 

manger. Crossing his arms in front of him and looking at this completed manger 

scene, the child began to repeat the story very seriously. For such a young boy, who 

had only heard the Christmas story once, he related the happenings accurately – 

until he came to the part where Mary put the baby Jesus in the manger. Then Misha 

started to ad-lib. He made up his own ending to the story as he said, 

And when Maria laid the baby in the manger, Jesus looked at me and asked me if I 

had a place to stay. I told him I have no mamma and I have no papa, so I don’t have 

any place to stay. Then Jesus told me I could stay with him. But I told him I 

couldn’t, because I didn’t have a gift to give him like everybody else did. But I 

wanted to stay with Jesus so much, so I thought about what I had that maybe I 

could use for a gift. I thought maybe if I kept him warm, that would be a good gift. 

So I asked Jesus, ‘If I keep you warm, will that be a good enough gift? 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=1+john+4%3a7-8
http://saltforsermons.org.uk/two-babies-in-a-manger/
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And Jesus told me, ‘If you keep me warm, that will be the best gift anybody ever 

gave me.’ So I got into the manger, and then Jesus looked at me and he told me I 

could stay with him—for always. 

As little Misha finished his story, his eyes brimmed full of tears that splashed down 

his little cheeks. Putting his hand over his face, his head dropped to the table and 

his shoulders shook as he sobbed and sobbed. The little orphan had found someone 

who would never abandon or abuse him, someone who would stay with him – 

ALWAYS. I’ve learned that it’s not WHAT you have in your life, but WHO you 

have in your life that counts. 

By Will Fish (Quoted from various sources on the web) 

I sincerely hope that little Misha did find a loving family to adopt him. I 

can say for certain that he did find the love of Jesus. We will never 

understand the depth of God’s love for us. He loves us without condition 

regardless of what’s going on in our lives, regardless of the challenges 

that we are facing. We are never alone or without help.  

YOU are a LOVED child of God- always and forever. Celebrate! 

 

Fr. Ignatius Tran 
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St. Gerard’s Outreach Programs:  

Advent Journey:  
Each Tuesday during Advent, following 

morning mass, there will be a presentation 

focussing on our personal spiritual journey 

during the 4 weeks of advent.  The 

presentations will be approximately 30 

minutes in length, beginning at 9:35 am.   

All are welcome! 

 

December 21st     Theme:  Love                    Presenters:  Sheila Padley & Geri Schmit 

 

 

St. Gerard’s Three -DAY On-line 

Advent Parish Mission with Sr. Helena 

Burns From Ritual to Relationship.   

Thank you to all who participated for the 

advent mission.   

For self guided reflection and resources from 

the mission, please contact the parish office to 

access the links.  

 

Parish Pastoral Council - Adopt a Senior Christmas Wish List  
Thank you to the Knights (Stella Charitable Foundation) for assisting us in completing 

the wish list. Mayfair Nursing home residents are grateful!  

 

CWL News: 

CWL Christmas Cookie Fundraiser 

The CWL will be selling home-made Christmas cookies 

after all masses (until sold out) on the weekend of:  

December 18 (5 pm) and 

December 19 (9 am and 11 am). 

Each pre-packaged box contains 2.5 to 3 dozen assorted 

cookies.  Cost is $20/box 
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Saint Vincent de Paul (SSVP) Christmas Hamper Event Update 

The St. Vincent 

de Paul Society of 

St. Gerard’s 

parish, our 

annual 

Christmas 

Hampers is on 

full steam this 

Holiday Season! 

Thank you all for  

your generosity.  

 

 

OPEN MINISTRY APPEAL  
We are currently in need of parish members to participate in the following 

ministries: 

Parish Mission Team 

This team works with parish admin to deliver a parish mission during Lent. This 

team is active a few weeks before and during lent.  

Please contact the office for more details. 

Mission Mexico 

St. Gerard’s is a parish of strong participation in Mission Mexico. We need help to 

coordinate with the diocese and lead the parish in this important outreach program. 

Please contact the office for more details. 

 

LIVING WITH CHRIST / ADVENT DEVOTION BOOKS:  

Now available 2021- 2022:  

Sunday Missals      $5.00 each or two for $8.00  

Sunday Missal for Young Catholics      $8.00 each  

Advent Devotional books     $3.00 each   

Cash or E-transfers accepted at frontdesk.admin@stgerards.ca  

mailto:frontdesk.admin@stgerards.ca
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MISSION COUNCIL  
Re-purposed assorted Christmas card packages are 

NOW available for purchase in the gathering area.  

All proceeds go to the Mission Council.  

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

Prayer Life  

For special intentions of healing and strength 

for those who are ill Odelie Couture, Sophie 

Hamer, Kelsey Ouilette, Bryan Richards 

Goodman, MT Vecchio- Romano, Baby 

Lorenzo, Vi Metcalf and those who care for 

them, may God’s divine comfort in his love 

bless them always, let us pray to the Lord … 

For the children being baptized this weekend including Seyram Hedihor and 

Keara Allarite and their families, may the light of Christ inflame their hearts 

and guide them. 

For this community of Saint Gerard’s, that the trials of the past months and 

years give renewed strength to this act of thanksgiving, let us pray to the 

Lord… 

 

Mass Intentions –  December 2021:  

Tuesday December 21 Joe Zorko RIP 

Wednesday December 22 Josef Levstik Family RIP 

Thursday December 23 Peter Berthelet R.I.P. 

Thursday December 23, 10:15 am Marson Family S.I.  

Friday December 24 Mary Galandy RIP 

Saturday December 25 No mass Intention -   
Sunday December 26, 9 am  Parishioners of St. Gerard's  S.I. 

Sunday December 26, 11 am  Parishioners of St. Gerard's  S.I.  
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Knights of Columbus update:  

 

Sacramental Preparation: 

Baptism:   Welcome to the Family!  

December 18, 2021 

Keara Natalie Allarite 

December 19, 2021 

Seyram Hedihor 

 

Celebrating Life – Birthday and Wedding Anniversaries   

 Happy Birthday to all December Celebrants!!!  

Dec. 17: Sharon M. 

Dec. 26: Chloe Sembrana   

Dec. 30: Keara Nathalia Allarite  

Happy Wedding Anniversary to all December Lovebirds! May your love 

continue to blossom each day! God Bless to all December celebrants!  
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I am Blessed Campaign  

The 2021 I am Blessed campaign has started and will conclude on Sunday, January 

9, at the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  

Action items highlighted this year: 

1. Pray now - Supporting others with prayer 

by praying in solidarity with them; ideas on 

what prayers to pray and what to do if 

others ask to pray for them.   

2. Act now - Offering tips on how to be a good 

friend especially to those who are in need; 

getting familiar with services available in 

our midst as we may need to lead others to 

seek help. 

3. Give now - Providing financial assistance 

online to programs and initiatives that 

empower others. 

4. For Advent resources for individual, 

families or children, visit our Advent Page 

 

Around the Community this Advent Season:  
✓ Check out the Diocese of Calgary Events Calendar link:  

News & Events - ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CALGARY (catholicyyc.ca) 

 

Woodman School Fundraising - Jan.14/15 
Help the Woodman School 

in our community to raise 

funds towards a new 

playground.  

Purge your closet this 

Christmas holidays and 

donate your unused 

clothing.  

Thank you for your 

support!  

 

https://www.catholicyyc.ca/
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/iamblessed2021_praynow.html
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/iamblessed2021_actnow.html
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/give.html
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/advent.html
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/advent.html
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/news.html#event=43278585
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Diocesan Synod Updates   
 

 

Bishop William T. McGrattan calls on all faithful, clergy, religious, and consecrated 
life in the Diocese of Calgary to join him in local synodal gatherings to become with a 
renewed commitment to follow the way Jesus has always journeyed with his beloved 
children, to become a listening Church and a Church of closeness where all can 
experience being at home and participate in building the Kingdom of God. 

Starting January 2022 to May 2022, we will begin the consultation process at the 

Diocesan and pastoral zone levels, followed by gatherings in parishes, religious 

communities, lay associations, institutions, and opportunity for online participation. 

How do I participate? 

● Diocesan level consultation has been taking place through the Pastoral 

Discernment Advisory Committee that includes representatives throughout the 

Diocesan community.  

● Pastoral Zone consultations will include participants from all parish lay 

leadership and pastors. 

● Parish and Community consultations will gather all members of Christ’s 

faithful, particularly those at the margins or who feel excluded.  
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○ Information will be provided through parish websites and bulletins in 

February 2022.  

● Those who cannot participate in local gatherings will be able to contribute via 

online platform. 

For more information, visit www.catholicyyca.ca/synod 

 

Bishop’s Advent Message   
An Advent message from Bishop McGrattan for all the faithful was released on the 

feast day of St. Nicholas. In his message, find ways to best prepare our hearts during 

Advent to receive the Lord on Christmas: through prayer, repentance  and acts of 

charity.  

❖ Read his message in Faithfully 

❖ Read his message on the Diocesan Blog 

 

In the Spirit of Advent and Reconciliation:   
This fourth Sunday of Advent from the CCCB video recording of a Bishop reflecting 

on the Gospel Reading.  This year’s reflections were inspired by Indigenous 

Delegation travelling to Rome to meet with Pope Francis from 17-20 December 

2021. Each reflection is based one of the five essential stages of reconciliation: 

examen, confession, repentance, reparation (making amends), and reconciliation. It 

is likewise hoped these reflections will assist the faithful, Indigenous and non-

Indigenous alike, in preparing for Pope Francis’ eventual apostolic journey to 

Canada. 

➢ Watch reflection videos 
 

KID Bulletin INSERT – Fourth Sunday of Advent  

➢ Kid's Bulletin for this Sunday 

➢ Colouring page this Sunday 

 

 

https://www.catholicyyc.ca/synod
http://www.catholicyyca.ca/synod
https://preview.mailerlite.com/u1p1i5
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/blog/st-nicholas-a-saint-for-advent-this-year
https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-catholic-education/video-resources/journey-through-advent/
https://thekidsbulletin.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/the-kids-bulletin-advent-4.pdf
https://cafod.org.uk/content/download/57810/789140/version/1/Prayer_family_4th-week-Advent.pdf

